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1. Pluralism and Constitution:

Mepal is a multiathnic, multilingual, democratic,
independent, indivisible, sovereign, Hindu and consti-
tutional monarchical kingdom ( Article 4(1!} Having

common aspirations and united bv a bond of allegiance tn
national indipendence and integrity of Nepal the !anal--
people irrespective of religion, race, castf or tirilw,
collectively constitute the nation ( Article- 2 ). The
Nepall is the official lasnguage but all other languages
spoken as the mother tongue in Nepal are also recodniaesd
as the national language. No citizen shall be discriminated
on grounds of religion, race, sex, caste, tribe or
ideoligical conviction or any of them. From these consti-
tutional declarationgand guarantees it is evident1$ii:2b

the present constitution of Mepal 1is earnestly committed

to preserve, protect and promote pluralism in a1l important

formachzi %wbkf

2. Freedom of Speech and Press:

The constitution not only guaranteeﬁ freedom of opinion
and expression as a fundamental right but also the richt

of press and publication in an absolute terms. Froedom of
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opinion and expression could be restricted by 1av mada

for the protection of sovereignty and integrity of th~
country, or maintaing harmonions relations among varioun
castes, tribes or communities or on any act of <Sedition,
defamation, contempt of courts or incitement to cahsit an
offence, or any act contrarvy to nublic descency or
morality. No news itme, article or other reading matarial
shall be censored except by law imposing resonable
restrictions on any act which may undermine the maverej.:
and integrity of the conntry, oft which may jeopardien
harmonions relations among varions people) or on any act
of sedition, defamation, contempt of court or incitement
to an offence or any act contrary to public Aiscency and
morality. Howvever, no press shall be closed or seized for
printing any news item, article or other reading materin’
In the same way, the registration of a newspoper: or
periodical shall not be cancelled for nublishina any neun
item, article or other reading material. These fundamenta]
freedoms as guaranteed by the present constitution of
Nepal have evidently emboldened the Nepalese media within

a shord period of the restoration of democracy.

3. Right to Infommation:

One of the most fundamental of the fundamental rights th.

the present constitution has gnaranted 1is the riaht to



ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library

—3—-

information. This right by its very nature is of high
value and significance to media. By virtue of this right
every citizen is entitled to demand and recelive
information on any matter of public importance ex: o
those matters which are subject to secrecy laws. As 3o

far no laws on secrecy have been enacted, in practice, this
has contributed in creating confusion on excerise ot

this precious right. It can only be hoped that the govern-

ment will take initiative in implementing this right.
a

Directive Principles/State pPolicles:

Like few other constitution our constitition has vemmrwa
a chapter for the provision of the Directive Principles
and Policies of the State which although are not justi-
ciable but to be considered fundamental for the governance
of the country. By article 25 the gtate 1s under
obligation to promote conditions of welfare on the basis
of the principles of an open society by establiding a2
Jjust system in all aspects of national life. The state
shall as a matter of policy, while maintaining the
cultural diversity of the country, pursue a volicy of
strengthening the national unity by promoting healthy and
cordial social relations smongst thelvarious reliaions
castes, tribesg, communities and linguistic groups and by
helping in the promotion of there languages, literatnres,

scripts, arts and ciltures.
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Some leaislations relating to media:

—

These exist a number of legislations that regulate and
control the right relating to media in Nebal. Among them o't
Radio Fepal Act 1958, Telecommunications Act 1962, rostal

Act 1962, National Mews Agencv Act 1962, Gorkhapatra
Corporation Act 1962, Cinematrograph Act 1969, Communica-
tions Act 1972, Press and Publications Act 1991, Press
Councll Act 1993, National Broadcasting Act 1993, Some of

the enactments which were enacted under the past regime

that professed and protected only one ideology of partyless..
polity still remaimto be updated in line with the

scheme of the present constitution.

Government Media Versus private Sector Media:

__ s

As the first newspaper was started some B2 years back&the
WL § Dhrgy. ¢

govarnmenthtill continue to publish newspapers. The only

National News Agency that collect and disseminate

information still continnes to be controlled by govern-

ment. The electronic media. Nepal Television and rRadi~

Nepal-are owned by govermment and managed by a government
nominated Board of Directors. These government medlia are
made to work under virtual censorship on many occassions.
The private sector print media elthough legally free/ﬁue

to resource cons‘raints both in terms of professional
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skill and modern technoloqy/ are finding it hard to
compete with the governmment and foreign media. Compared
to gnvernment medis the private medis has been able to
maintain and establish some degree of credibility amona

the readers. There are some papers in private sector

which have strona affiliation with the political parties, @2c

Rerefrre ol gwg X Ge e /nw(‘?_ Lne .

Support Institutions:

There are few institutions and organisation¢ which provide
some kind of services to private media in Nepal. To name
ferr of them.Press council, Journalist Associal of Nepal,

Press Institutem_a,a, ,L-x. rle .

National CommunicationsrFolicy:

The first communication policy for Nepal was declared and
launched in 1972 which remained in operation till 19RA.
After the restoration of Des'nocrac;':blqoo which replaced
tha past regime a new communicatio;l policy was formnlated
in 19921, However, after the promulgution of the present
democratic constitution it was increasingly felt that »a
new communication policy be formulated and implemented. 2
taskforce was constituted under the convenorship of an
upperl House Member comprising members from private prass

sector with the task of making recommendation on National
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Canmunicationi. on the basis of the recommendation of the
sald taskforce a new communication policy has been
announced in 1993 by the government., Under the new policy
the government has decided to pr':l‘Vatize its media and
extend concessional facilities to private press in terms
of subsidized news print and some advertisements., There
is nothing in the; law that could stop the government from
privatizing the government owned media, but the delay in
1mp1ementatbn[? these pol iciest already committed) 1is
beyond comprehension. In days to come more policy measures
may have to be formulated in line with the constitutional
directives and need implemented. After all the laws.whether
the legislative enactments or constitutional laws they are

only the legitimate means of policy implementation.




