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The existence of an extensive media network in the

Philippines makes media a potent tool to prevent disability and
help the disabled persons.
In its Profile of Media Penetration, the government’

hilippine nformation Agency (F ) reported that in 1987 there
Phil Inf t A (PIA) ted that 1987 there

1

were  about 396 print media outfets dishing out puklications in

English, Pilipino, and varicus

dialects; 329 radio stations, and
50 television stations. These media facilities are zcattered &all
over the country 'z three main islanda: Luzon, Visavas and

The same report showed that of the Philippines 9.8 miilion
houzseholds, 70 percent own radic sets, and 30 percent have
tzlevision sets. Although the study did not guantify the extent
sf print rpenetration, . there is no doubkt that it is alsc

subatantive.

o

Mass media’'s rcle in the Philippine setting is unigue in tl

I

oW

zenae that it serves both as a source of information and
’ L vaonle du o untry e more than 7,000 islands

among ne peopie 1n e counITry = more tnan PR T 1s5i3anas.
-+
-

Aware of this, the National Council for the Welfare o

Disabled Personzs (NCWDP) has adopted a strategy desisned to fully

utilize media resources for the benefit of the aisabled
Filipinos. This strategy includes:

" Ezatablishment of information neiworks in al 13 regions
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Eachh network zerves as the NMOWDLP s direct link with the

existing meadis facilities within the reZlun.

Irformation Irom the NCWDE "= main office in Manila
dissemination in the regichnal and provincial

% TR, U, S TES B, T DI B vy i s - s b
channcled throusgh iis regional rfoxﬂ; Jion network.

ig Aalso sne of the responsibvlilitieas of the reglionzl
network .
T =ffeci, network serves 2z A

NTW“P 1nils refularly ocomes urp with informa-ive

materials for distribution. to varicus media

~ivie grours working for the_‘disalled. cocrdinating
govaernment zgencizc, legislators and policymakerz.

Thase matsriazls zerve as reference materialsz for media
prastitic o Lopics

PRoventign, BeiidldrRtion., R
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3. Jicse linkages with media in Manila
Zince  3ll national dailisz and the main offices of the
saricuz media facilities are based in Manila, NCWDP  has
maintain cloze linkagss with thenm. Op—-to-date
sTther networxs in the tities and provinces.
oo far, ithes results have kesen sncoouradging. Effort to
senerate naticonwids concern for the disabled perscons through  the

the urgency 2f helping the disabled people Lhecoms productive and
zzlf-reliant mewmbers of ths community.

Yet so much remains to be done

Right now., thers is need to further educate and inform the
pecpie of the iszuess ebout disability. Thizs is where the
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The blind who make earthenwzares
handicapped who craft furniture: the armlezs or blind whao paint
portraits and beautiful works of art: the suffering of a one—-vear

old  baby with severe burns all cover nizs body: the vyoung doctor
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who devotes his time to take czre of

the routine needs of the handicapred - theze are all very

interesting stories. And they must be tald so that others would

Lope, courage and success.

This brings me to a point I want
ercuzn to provide media with techniczl informaticn. . We have to
comse up wWith well-crafted items that reflect the day-to-day

ztruggle of the disabled peorxle.

=
b
n

Alsc, we must take into considevation t act the media’ s

primary objective is to sell. In crder to sell, they need e
come  up wi@h stories that are no:r  only relevant but alse
interesting to the readers as w=ll. 7o make media a partner  in
our  mission, we need to meet certain standards in disninsg out
information for media to disseminatie The initiztive should come
trom us, and not from mediz.

Ta e able to come upr with a publicizy program designed o
eftfertively attain our obiectives, rzaearch and extensive
I_anning  are necessary. Pricrity zr=2z23, targct readership’ or
Listernership. the sxtent of exposurese, znd budgetray rejuirement
izt be clearly defined. Likewize, the fToeedback mechanism should
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be set to determine the results of the campaign and to see where
inmprovementas could be made. In short, every component that makes
up for a successful publicity campaign should be taken care of.
Building up gocd relations with media is another part cof the
agenda. Public relations projects designed to give media
practitioners or institutions appropriate recognition of their
afforts in helping the disabled must be formulated. Recognition
could be in the form of awards and citations.
To enable mediz practiticners to gain first-hand knowledge
o1 the world of the disabled people, it is advisable that they be
invited from time tc time to viszsit the rehabilitation centers,
attend conferences, or better still! Jjoin volunteer groups serving
the disabled people.
Through this, a closer and more lasting relatidnship could
b= established.
in a society that has become dependent on information. media
play=z a crucial! role. it helps shape public opinion that in turn
inflinences government pelicy.

This & of vparamount conasideration specially in the

/]

Philipprines where aseveral laws have yvet to be passed to alleviate

(1i]

the plight of the diszzbled pecple. Policy makers and legislators
must act to promeote the rights of the disabled: Their right to
education, emplcoyment. and mobility; their right teo fully develorp
thelr potentials as human beings, to enjoy the constitutional

blz bodied citizens; their right to intesgrate

g‘

rights enjoyed by
themselves into the mainstream of society, to play meaningful

roles in  their ocommunities, an: tr, ze=l their own gl F--
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fplfillment, happiness.
The freedem that Philippine media now enjoys enables
cbjectively assess controversial issues. It has <4he 3wt to

criticizes government policies, pred government leadership to act

on important measures, and even initiate crusades for worthy

Filipino media practitioners, althoush krown for their

incisive and hard hitting commentaries, have often been involved

in sacial causes. The newsp%pers are replete with instances
where a columnist appeals for help for dizabled individuals who
are in dire need of help. Cftentimes, these appeals get
enthusiastic rezponse from the readers. This only proves tha£
media and most Filipino have a soft spot for the underdog or the
strugglins disabled.

From this, one could see that the Philippine media is not
only free, it has also a =oft spot for the underdoz - for the

less privileged.

This is other welcome development for us who are warkins
for the disatled pcqple- We ¥now that in cur country, we have &
willing a&ally in media. What we try tc do now is to futher

strengthen that partnership so that we could peoal cur resources

for the benefit of the dizabled peorple.

¥ Paper presented by Attyv. Arturc A. Borjal, Executive Director
of the Philippine National Council for the Welfare of Disabled
Personzs, durirg the Meeting on Health and Media Specialists
last 20-22 Febkruary 1988 in Singapore.



