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The Scientific Literature Services of PCARRD#

Sylvia T. Lapitan«s ~

The Philippine Council for HAgriculture, Forestry and Natural
Resources Research and Development (FPCRRRD) 1is a sectoral
planning council which coorainates ano wmonitors national
research and development (K & D) ror agriculture, forestry and
natural resources. Among others, FULHKKD 1s tasked to estaqlisn a
repository of research information 1n agricuiture, frorestry and
natural resources as part of i1ts oevelcpeent mandate. To carry
out this task, the Scientific Literature SHervices (bLS) was
established 1in 1975 to serve the intformation needs of various
clientele in the national researcn systeam.

Coordinated by FCHRRD's Hpplied Lommunication Division (AL,
SLS has a total collection or <8,291 volumes of library
materials, maintains a computerizedo bibliocgraphic databank of &ail
compieted researches 1in agriculture, forestry and natural
resources, and coorainates and impiements eignt ongoing

information management activities. These activities incluage:
1. Current Awareness Frogras (Scientific Literature

Service in the region)

Members of the #FLARRD network within the

national researcn systenm are provided witn

#Country report prepared for the Training Workshop for
Documentation Network Members, Asian Mass Communication Research
and Information Center (AMIC), Singapore, HAHugust 26-29,

1991.

+#Science Research 8Specialist 11, Fhilippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and
Development (PCARRD), Los Banos, Laguna.
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selected copies of articles. Requested articles
though, 1is limited £b the research thrusts assigned
them.

2. Selective Dissesmination of Information .(SDI).

While the Current Awareness Frogram is for the
regional wmewmbers of the FCRKKD Network, the belective
Dissemination of Information (5b1) caters to the
information neeas of tne FLAKRKD secretariat. Technical
staff within PUCARRD are turnisnea with documents
relevant to their fiela of speciatization. ARlso, ail
FCARRD divisions receive copies of press releases (news
clippings) wnere FCARKD are pbeino cited.

3. Research Information Storage and Retrieval Systenm

(RETRES) |

This project opeing 1mplemented by 5LS 1is a
computerized bibliographic oatapank of ali completed
researches in agriculture, Torestry and natural
resources. RETRES coaplements the Research Management
Information System (RMIS) being 1msplemented and
maintained by the Management Iinformation Systenm
Division (MISD) of FCARKD.

RMIS is a computerized databank system of ongoing

Fyee rlLEA Lhlg
researches; it provides information about using any of
the following parameters: cosmodity, discipline,

research worker, implementing agency, funding agency,
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expacted output and priority arear. Meanwhile, RETRES
uses the following parameters for searching: authors
both corporate and personal, category, descriptor,
docusent type, year of puplication, acquisition wmode,
date acquired and language.

4. Documentation

The SLS facilitatecs scientitic i1ntormation services
through abstracting. 1ngexing. classifying and
cataloging of documents.

9. Library and Arcnives

Textual recoros prooucec by FUHKKD ano ococuments
ghat refiect FULHRRL's nistory ana policies are ©peing
kept at the archive.

The library, peing tne central repository of all
research 1information generated by the national R & D
system, proviges: al reagers service tnrougn
circulation and 1loan; b tecnnical 1nguilry service
through phone and corresponcence; and cC) document
delivery service.

6. Linkages to local and toreign information system

PCARRD wmaintains arriiiations with botn local and
international organizations to develop 1information
transfer. Among the local institutions, the &SLS has

established a strong linkage with the Department of
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.

Science and Technology Library Consortium and the
Regional Applied Cosmunication . Office (RACO)
Consortiusm.

Among its foreign 1linkages, ©SLS has been
identified as the national center for the Current
Agricultural Research Information System (CARIS) and a
cooperating center fTor the 1international Information
System for Agriculturai Science and Technolopgy (RGRIS)
of the Food and Agriculture urganization of the Unitea
Nations (FRO-UN). It is also a cooperating center Tor
the Information Network on nNew ana Renewable Energy
Resources and Technologies Tor Hsia and the Faciric
(INNERTAF) .

Through 5L5 l1inkages witnh approximately 1/5 local
and foreign agencies, exchanoe ot publication 1s
enhanced/strengthened. thi1s 1n turn augments the
existing collection of the liorarv.

7. Publications

To assist librarians, researchers and other
clienteles, the SLS has pubiished reterence tools sucn
as: tne RETRES  Abstracting Manual; Abstract
Bibliography of Completed Kesearches 1in Agriculture,
Forestry and Natural Resources; Hcquisition Lists;
Indexes of different publications; Directory of Local
and Foreign Organizations; and bDictionary of acronyms

and initialisms.
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8. Training
The SLS provides trainings on library and
information management and services to members of the

National Agriculture ano Kesearcn and Development

Resources Network (NHRELN).



