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The Scientific Literature Services of PCARRD* 

" . Sylvia T. Lapitan** ' 

The Philippine Council tor Agriculture, Forestry and Natural 

Resources Research and Development (PCARRD) is a sectoral 

planning council which coordinates ana monitors national 

research and development (R A h> tor agriculture, forestry ana 

natural resources. Hmonq others, i-'LAKRD is tasked to estaolisn a 

repository of research information in agriculture, forestry ana 

natural resources as part of its development mandate. To carry 

out this task, the Scientific Literature Services (SLS) was 

established in 1973 to serve tne information needs of various 

clientele in the national researcn system. 

Coordinated by PCARRD's Applied Communication Division (ACD), 

SLS has a total collection of d:S,d91 volumes of library 

materials, maintains a computerizea bibliographic aatabank of ail 

completed researches in agriculture, forestry and natural 

resources, and cooromates and implements eight ongoing 

information management activities. These activities include: 

1. Current Awareness Program (Scientific Literature 

Service in the region) 

Members of the PCARRD network within the 

national researcn system are provided with 

•Country report prepared for the Training Workshop tor 
Documentation Network Members, Asian Mass Communication Research 
and Information Center (AMIC), Singapore, August £6-29, 
1991. 

••Science Research Specialist 11, Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and 
Development (PCARRD), Los feanos, Laguna. 
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selected copies of articles. 'Requested articles 

though, is United to the research thrusts assigned 

the*. 

2. Selective Dissemination of Information (SOI). 

While the Current Awareness Program is for the 

regional members of the PCHRKD Network, the Selective 

Dissemination of Information (SDI) caters to the 

information needs of tne PCtokKD secretariat. Technical 

staff within PCWRRD are furnisnea with documents 

relevant to their fiela of specialization. Also, ail 

PCARRD divisions receive copies of press releases (news 

clippings) wnere PCftRRD are Deing cited. 

3. Research Information Storage and Retrieval System 

(RET RES) 

"this project Deing implemented Dy SLS is a 

computerized bibliographic aatabanK of ali completed 

researches in agriculture, forestry and natural 

resources. RETRES complements the Research Management 

Information System (RMIS) being implemented and 

maintained by the Management Information System 

Division (MISD) of PCARRD. 

RMIS is a computerized databank system of ongoing 

researches; it provides information about^using any of 

the following parameters: commodity, discipline, 

research worker, implementing agency, funding agency, 
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expected output and priority area*- Meanwhile, RETRES 

uses the following parameters for searching: authors 

both corporate and personal, category, descriptor, 

document type, year of puoiication, acquisition mode, 

date acquired and language. 

4. Documentation 

The SLS facilitates scientiric information services 

through abstracting, indexing. classifying and 

cataloging of documents. 

5. Library and ftrcnives 

Textual records produced by PCHRKD and documents 

that reflect PCttRRu' s nistorv and policies are being 

kept at the archive. 

The library, Demg tne central repository of ail 

research information generated dv the national R & U 

system, provioes: a; readers service tnrougn 

circulation and loan; b) tecnnicai inquiry service 

through phone and correspondence; and c> document 

delivery service. 

6. Linkages to local and foreign information system 

PCftRRD maintains affiliations with botn local and 

international organizations to develop information 

transfer- Among the local institutions, the SLS has 

established a strong linkage with the Department of 
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Science and Technology Library Consortium and the 

Regional Applied Communication • Office (RACO) 

Consortium. 

Among its foreign linkages, SLS has been 

identified as the national center for the Current 

Agricultural Research InforBation Systea (CARIS) and a 

cooperating center for the international Information 

Systea for Agricultural Science and Technology <ASRIS) 

of the Food and Agriculture urganization of the United 

Nations (FAO-UN). It is also a cooperating center for 

the Information Network on New ana Renewable Energy 

Resources and Technologies for Hsia and the Pacific 

(INNERTAP). 

Through SLS linkages with approxiEaxeiy 1/5 local 

and foreign agencies, exchange of publication is 

enhanced/strengthened. this in turn augments the 

existing collection of the liDrary. 

7. Publications 

To assist librarians, researchers and other 

clienteles, the SLS has pumished reference tools such 

as: the RETRES Abstracting Manual; Abstract 

Bibliography of Coapleted Researches in Agriculture, 

Forestry and Natural Resources; Acquisition Lists; 

Indexes of different publications; Directory of Local 

and Foreign Organizations; and Dictionary of acronyms 

and initialisas. 
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8. Training 

The SLS provides trainings on library and 

inforaation management and services to aeabers of the 

National Agriculture ana Research and Developaent 

Resources Network (NHrtKDN;. 
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