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* • 

The concept of Human Rights as presented by i t s 

c l a s s i c a l , l i b e r a l protagonis ts is confronted with 

serious anomalies when i t i s placed in the context of 

countries l i k e India, where the r i g h t to human conditions 

of l ivel ihood for the overwhelming bulk of people has 

to come along with the asse r t ion of Human Rights , if 

not to be the i r p re -condi t ion . This problem brings 

out the age-old quest ion: the conf l i c t between Bread 

and Freedom. 

There i s of course the danger of ge t t ing diverted by 

the question - Bread or Freedom - w&s*e f i r s t ? In other 

words, could there be Bread before Freedom? Actual 

experience in countr ies l i k e India show tha t freedom, 

a t l e a s t democratic l i b e r t i e s , become necessary even 

for the establishment of an -order t h a t could ensure 

Bread. 

The h i s t o r i c a l experience of the Indian people 

br ings th i s out very c l e a r l y . The c e n t r a l theme of 

the Indian na t iona l movement for Independence from 

B r i t i s h ru le always s t ressed tha t the unredeemed poverty 

of the Indian people i s the d i r e c t r e s u l t of foreign 

r u l e . And s o , the s t ruggle for freedom must be won if 

the claim to b e t t e r l iv ing was to be r e a l i s e d . I t i s 

important to note here tha t the bas ic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

of the Indian movement for independence, as designed 

by Gandhi and Nehru5was inform and educate , to ra i se 

the consciousness of the masses, to make them r e a l i s e 

tha t they, the common humanity of the g rea t country 

that was India , were strong enough to get r i d of 

foreign r u l e . The leadership of the na t iona l movement 
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strove to rousing the poverty s t r icken mil l ions 

through a t i r e l e s s endeavour a t mass communication. 

Indian independence was achieved not by engineering 

a r e v o l t in the armed forces or by a v io len t upheaval 

but a sustained and determined mass movement p a r t i c i ­

pated in by mi l l i ons . This experiment, perhaps unique 

in h i s t o r y , demanded tha t the common people of the 

country would have to be informed and awakened to the 

s ignif icance of India regaining her independence. I t 

was an unprecedented endeavour a t mass communication 

of every form and a t every l e v e l , which promoted the 

very f i r s t pr inc ip le of Human Rights — the r i g h t to 

independence. 

I t i s t h i s great her i tage of the freedom struggle 

in India tha t l e f t i t s mark in the r e a l i s a t i o n of many 

Human Rights in the years since the attainment of 

independence. There was hardly any long-winded argument 

in I n d i a ' s Consti tuent Assembly to introduce universal 

adu l t suffrage and ̂ se t t ing up of democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The very f i r s t general e lec t ion a f t e r independence was 

conducted on the basis of universal adult suffrage and 

th i s has continued ever since without a break. 

Under the Consti tution of independent India, a l l 
IE. 

c i t i z ens are guaranteed r i g h t to equal i ty including 

equal i ty before law, prohibi t ion of discr iminat ion on 

grounds of r e l i g i o n , r ace , caste or sex, equal i ty of 

opportunity in matters of employment: the r i g h t s of 

freedom of speech and expression; assembly, assoc ia t ion , 

or union; movement; res idence; r i g h t to parct ice any 

profession or occupation; r i g h t against e x p l o i t a t i o n , 

banning a l l forms of forced labour , chi ld labour and 

t r a f f i c in human beings; r i g h t to freedom of conscience, 
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and free pro fes s ion and propagation of r e l i g i o n ; 

r i g h t of any s e c t i o n of c i t i z e n to conserve the i r 

c u l t u r e , language or s c r i p t and r i g h t of minor i t i e s 

to the ir own educat iona l ins t i tu t ion? . 

Another important landmark was the redrawing 

of the map of India by which the former provinces 

of Britishjdays (now c a l l e d S t a t e s ) r e f l e c t e d the 

l i n g u i s t i c f ea ture of a p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n . In 

pract ice i t meant that publ i c a f f a i r s in a s t a t e 

including the running of admini s tra t ion and Judiciary 

could be conducted in the mother-tongue of the people 

in a par t i cu lar r e g i o n . In e f f e c t , i t ensured that 

a person with the l i m i t e d knowledge of h i s or her 

mother-tongue could a s p i r e to l e a d e r s h i p of publ ic 

a f f a i r s — an undoubted e x t e n s i o n of democracy and 

to that measure, of Human R i g h t s . 

On the p o l i t i c a l p l a n e , the s t a t e s tructure and 

mode of governance ensuring the human r i g h t s embodied 

in the Cons t i tu t ion , carr ied on without a break t i l l 

the year 1975 when the Government, a t the Centre imposed 

Emergency a l l over the country which meant the d r a s t i c 

oasee&eae* of many c i v i l l i b e r t i e s and human r i g h t s . 

The Emergency touched o f f unexpected developments. 

As i t took away the e s t a b l i s h e d Human Right s , such 

as the r i g h t of freedom of e x p r e s s i o n , the ru le of 

law, the freedom of the p r e s s , t r i a l by jury and 
Cu/>fiuA<Jl 

upC'kirt even the powers and immunities of the P a r l i a ­

ment and State l e g i s l a t u r e s , i t a l s o made the publ ic 

aware that there could be no room for complacency i f 

the acquired human r i g h t s are to be r e t a i n e d . In other 

words, the need to be v i g i l a n t in defence of human 

r i g h t s wa3 i n t e n s e l y f e l t . 

? 
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I ronica l ly therefore , the Emergency experience 

of 1975-1977 provided a f i l l i p to the movement 

for defence and extension of human r i gh t s* Since 

then, there has come up a new awareness in India 

about the need to uphold human r i g h t s in a sus ­

tained and organised manner and in t h i s movement, 

the media of communication undoubtedly played an 
A. 

important role - a role acknowledged by all. 

- » 

? 
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In India , there has been a s o r t of remarkable 

synchronisat ion between the sudden spurt of human 

r i g h t s ac t iv i sm and rapid development of communica­

t i o n . As noted above , the awareness about the need 

to defend and extend human r i g h t s go t a noteworthy 

spurt a f t er the experience of the r e p r e s s i v e period 

of the Emergency 1975-1977 . Broadly speaking, the 

tempo of human r i g h t s a c t i v i t y has s t e a d i l y r i s e n 

in the l a s t ten y e a r s . 

Because of a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t s e t of circum­

s tances , t h i s i s the very period which has seen the 

expansion of communication and a l s o of the l e v e l of 

consciousness about human r i g h t s in the media world. 

This i s the period which has seen the s t r i k i n g expan­

s ion of the p r i n t media, the growth in the c i r c u l a t i o n 

of newspapers, the r i s e in inportance and c i r c u l a t i o n 

of newspapers in var ious Indian languages - a process 

which had s tarted much e a r l i e r , • but g o t a s trong 

impetus in the l a s t decade . A s i g n i f i c a n t feature 

in the development of the p r i n t media has been the 

sudden mushrooming of magasinerand p e r i o d i c a l s both 

in English and other Indian languages . From the po int 

of view of the s t rugg le ibr Human R i g h t s , has been a 

s i g n i f i c a n t development, because many of the h i g h l i g h t s 

in the campaign for Human Rights were covered and popu­

l a r i s e d by some of the l e a d i n g magazines . 

The introduct ion of new technology in the f i e l d 

of communication — from the e l e c t r o n i c typewriter 

and the word processor to p h o t o - o f f s e t , the computerised 

pr int ing processes — meant the speeding up of the 

media and a l s o the wider d i s s e m i n a t i o n of the message 

of the media. The use of the casp t t e both audio and 

v ideo , the high-speed photography, f a s t e r means of 
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t ransport — a l l these have brought many f a c i l i t i e s 

to the communicator unknown before, and also provided 

more powerful v i sua l s of human r i g h t s Campaign inc lu ­

ding the focus on the depr ivat ion of human r i g h t s to 

the underprivileged sect ions of soc ie ty . The Indian 

experience makes i t abundantly c lear tha t the deve­

lopment of communication technology has enabled the 

media to s ens i t i s e public opinion much more ef fec t ive ly 

than before about the struggle for human r i g h t s . In 

fact many of the human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n , perpetrated 

with impunity before, could be checked, a t l e a s t 

brought down}thanks to the technological revolut ion 

in the f ie ld of communication. 

At the same time, i t i s to be noted that the 

development of communication has not always helped 

the upholding of human r i g h t s . The expansion of •*«-

mass c i r cu l a t i on newspaper establishment with upto-

date machinery requi res heavy f inancia l ou t lay . 

Since th i s involves heavy cap i t a l investment, the 

na tura l i n s t i n c t on the part of the proprie tor not 

to r i s k i t leads him to be careful not to earn the 

h o s t i l i t y of powerful vested i n t e r e s t s , some of whom 

are the main perpe t ra tors of the -ftiiapfciaai of human 

r i g h t s . In the period of the Emergency i t was noticed 

that very few of the big newspaper establishments dared 

to defy government's repressive measures including 

d r a s t i c censorship imposed by the government: ra ther 

they f e l t i t safe and prof i tab le to f a l l in l i n e 

with the Government, thereby weakened the s truggle 

for the defence of human r i g h t s . On the other hand, 

i t was found that most of the cases of defiance of 

repress ive press laws involved small and medium-size 

newspapers, in which the quantum of resource investment 
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is very much lower. Apart from the f ac t t ha t the 

ownership pa t te rn of the small and medium-sized 

newspapers shows tha t many of those with firm 

commitment to human r i g h t s campaign belong to 

these ca tegor ies , the f ac t t h a t the ex ten t of loss 

and damage in the event of r epress ion could be 

much l e s s and therefore within manageable l imi t s 

helped the i r owners to a large measure to stand up 

to government r ep res s ion . Dedication to human r i g h t s 

are often in inverse proportion to the investment 

outlay in the media of communication. The Indian 

experience brings th i s out in the case not only of 

the p r i n t medium but a l so in the case of f i lm p ro ­

duct ion. Any film dep ic t ing acute soc ia l con f l i c t s 

or carrying a message of r e s i s t a n c e aga ins t any 

form of government repress ion «wi by i t s very nature 

can be a bigs-budget en te rpr i se in the condit ion 

prevai l ing in India , while a f i lm with a human r i g h t s 

message has to be produced with a small budget , 

because the big-money producers would, as a r u l e , 

avoid r i sk ing t he i r investment in a r i s k y adventure 

as they would regard the human r i g h t s movement to b e . 

There is a fur ther aspec t of the reverse 

linkage between the development of communication 

and the struggle for human r i g h t s . In Ind ia , the 

e lec t ronic media — both the r ad io and the t e l ev i s ion — 

is owned and run by the Government. The s t a t e monopoly 

in these two most powerful media, a c t s as a brake or 

a counter-force to human r i g h t s campaign. Obviously, 

in many cases of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n , the Govern­

ment has to bear r e s p o n s i b i l i t y since i t i3 the 

Government which has under i t s command the police 

and other agencies of enforcing r e p r e s s i o n . Such 
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cases of res i s tance to government repress ion 

can cer ta inly not be covered by the radio and 

t e l ev i s ion , and t o tha t measure the State monopoly 

of these two media ac ts as a de te r ren t for the 

dissemination of information and knowledge of 

human r i gh t s a c t i v i t i e s and a c t i v i s t s . 

While t h i s i s true as a general r u l e , there 

are cer ta in categories of human r i g h t s , such as 

a s se r t ion of women's r i g h t s and women's posi t ion 

of equal i ty in soc ie ty , which are covered by both 

the radio and the t e l ev i s ion in India . In other 

words, police repression and other forms of 

d i r ec t v io la t ion of human r i g h t s by Government 

agencies are blacked out by the state-owned radio 

and t e l ev i s ion , while other forms of human r i g h t s 

pa r t i cu l a r ly involving society are general ly cove­

red by radio and t e l ev i s ion . Though i t is widely 

accepted that in these two arenas , the radio and 

t e l ev i s ion , when prodded, r e spond , i t is found 

tha t the extent of the coverage of such issues 

depend to a large extent on the l e v e l of public 

v ig i l ance , whose constant pressure helps to a l e r t 

these two important media about the cases of human 

r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n . 

An important aspect of the development of 

in te rac t ion between human r i g h t s activism and 

the development of communication i s tha t the 

effect ive project ion of the totaw through the 

Saasa&t, helps to expand the army of human r i g h t s 

crusaders . The coverage of a human r i g h t s case 

in whatever medium — p r e s s , rad io or t e lev is ion -

inspi res many others who might so long have been 

indifferent or dormant, to ac t ive ly take up the 
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cause of human r i g h t s and thereby strengthen the 

crusade i t s e l f . There have been many a case of 

soc ia l a c t i v i s t groups joining the human r i g h t s 

movement as a r e s u l t of the information about such 

s t ruggles by other such groups conveyed through the 

media of communication. 

I t wi l l however be a mistake to think that 

the development of communication per se has helped 

in the extension and conso l ida t ion of human r i g h t s . 

The expansion and development of communication tech­

nology has enormously s t rengthened the machinery of 

s t a t e oppression whenever the human r i g h t s crusader 

has had to a s s e r t these r i g h t s v i s - a - v i s the authori ty 

of the government. Fas t e r means of communication, 

e lec t ron ic s u r v e i l l a n c e , f a s t e r t r anspor t system — 

a l l these have become more e f f ec t ive l e t h a l i n s t r u ­

ments a t the hands of the S t a t e than what i t had 

twenty or t h i r t y years ago . S i m i l a r l y , powerful 

organs of vested i n t e r e s t s , both economic and soc ia l 

are today equipped with more powerful means of 

communication which they can harness in any offensive 

against those who may be a s s e r t i n g t h e i r human r i g h t s 

which offends those vested i n t e r e s t s . 

I t i s thus c l ea r t h a t while the development of 

communication has considerably cont r ibuted and i s 

s t i l l contr ibut ing towards rous ing mass consciousness 

about human r i g h t s and a l so to consol idate them, the 

very same advanced means of communication have 

strengthened the mechanism of oppression and exp lo i ­

ta t ion and thereby cont r ibu te towards the c o n s t r i c ­

tion of human r i g h t s . This d i a l e c t i c a l process i s 

an important feature tha t needs to be taken in to 
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account in any objective appra isa l of human 

r i g h t s in the context of the modernisation of 

conmunication in the Indian S t a t e . 

- > 
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3JL 

.Vhat are the different types of struggle for 

human rights in India in which modern means of 

eom.iiunication have played a significant role? 

The list is a long one but *wtapaj&taa& .in the list 

needs to be touched to get a clear picture. 

A rough estimate brings out eleven categories 

of human rights struggles in which the media 

have been playing a significant, if not a decisive 

role. The fight in defence of women's rights; 

against communal tension; the fight against caste 

oppression/ the fight for the rights of the dis­

possessed and underprivileged in the agrarian sector} 

the rights of labour,* the fight against the hazards 

of in-iustrial activityr the fight for better health 

ann propagation of family planning- popularisation 

of science and environment} the fight for freedom 

of press and publication. 

A brief explanation of each of these catego­

ries anii the role of the media in each may enable 

one to get an over-view of this important subject. 

1. The fight in defence of women's rights; while 

the media as a rule have become alert in recent 

times about the importance of the defence of women's 

rights such ?s equal work and equal pay, there h?ve 

been some outstanding questions about the life and 

status of women that have come up in recent years, and 

in each one of them, the communication media have played 

a very significant role. The practice of giving 

dowry by a bride's parents to the bridegroom and 

•f 
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his family is not permitted by law, but i t i s 

widely pract ised in many par ts of the country. 

In recent years , r epor t s have appeared of a large 

number of cases of young married women being 

k i l l ed on the ground tha t they did not fetch 

adequate dowry to s a t i s f y the greed of the 

husband and his family. Torture of such hapless 

women and the i r death have been reportedipromi­

nen t ly , leading to ac t ion by soc ia l act ion gm 

groups and the p o l i c e . As a r e s u l t of t h i s ag i t a ­

t ion in which the pres3 and the non-off ic ia l 

organisat ion have played a decisive r o l e , some 

times jo in t ly sometimes along p a r a l l e l l i n e s , 

the punishment for such heinous crimes has been 

made more d r a s t i c under the law. 

In some of the impoverished areas in the 

country s i d e , the pract ice of s e l l i ng young g i r l s 

s t i l l p r eva i l s • The press has taken up the 

campaign against t h i s barbarous custom. In a 

noteworthy case , a jou rna l i s t ac tua l ly went 

through the motion of 'jtoAwwe of such a g i r l to 

expose the r acke t : t h i s a t t r a c t e d nationwide r e ­

vulsion and the police had to take prompt act ion in the 

concerned a rea . Although th i s e v i l custom has not 

yet been weeded out , the media has created greater 

awareness in the public of the need to combat i t . 

Recently, the press exposed the occurance of 

the prac t ice of sa / t i , the pr imit ive custom by 

which the widow of a man Just died is cremated 

with the dead husband. This heinous prac t ice had 

been banned more than 150 years ago because of the 

strong p ro te s t of ear ly soc ia l reformers . I t s 
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occurance in recent times i s an indica t ion of 

what may be termed as rev iva l i sm, sometimes 

passed off as fundamentalism. I t i s the Indian 

press which boldly put the spo t l igh t on t h i s 

murderous custom, and this^tonched off a very 

powerful movement by many sections of the public 

with the r e s u l t I has strengthened the provisions 

of the lega l ban through fresh l e g i s l a t i o n . 

2 . Fight agains t communal tens ion: In modern 

India , Hindus weai the majority community, and 

the Muslims cons t i tu te a s u b s t a n t i a l minori ty . 

For various complex reasons and because of the 

interplay of various fo rces , sometimes communal 

tension break out leading to violence - murder 

and arson. While a sec t ion of the press ge ts 

entangled in the passions t h a t come in the wake 

of such communal t ens ion , a s i gn i f i c an t sect ion 

of the press not only campaign aga ins t i t but a l so 

exposes the pe rpe t r a to r s of such f r a t r i c i d a l 

violence. J o u r n a l i s t s ' o rganisa t ions have on 

the i r own i n i t i a t i v e made object ive i nves t iga ­

tion of such warn, inc idents of the involvement of 

a section of the press in such communal violence 

and have condemned such abdicat ion of secular ism. 

There are a lso cases of individual j o u r n a l i s t s 

having to face hazards and even t h r ea t to -Wz±« 

the i r own l i v e s while t ry ing to put down communal 

passion. 

3* Fight aga ins t cas te oppression^ Caste system 

preva i l s among the Hindus tarnlc<ty who cons t i t u t e 

the majority community in Ind ia . While the 

exposure to modern l i v i n g condi t ions and i n d u s t r i -
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alisation have to a large measure weakened 

the rigidities of the caste system, it is still 

very strong in the rural area. As part of the 

caste system, there persists untouchability, 

although under the Indian Constitution, untoucha­

bility is banned. In this caste too, the exposure 

of caste atrocities in the village has helped to 

stir social action groups, while the work by 

social action groups has turned out to be a 

powerful impetus for the demand for executive 

action by the press. In some cases, caste animo­

sities have been mixed up with class ana antagonism, 

particularly where one caste may belong to the 

class of big farmers while another is composed of 

poor peasants or the landless. Unlike in the 

past, such cases are highlighted by the press, 

and many journalists have faced serious risk to 

their own lives in covering them. Modern media 

technology has helped in sharply focussing public 

attention on such atrocities particularly through 

press photographs and occasional video coverage. 

4. Campaign against bonded labour; Under feudal 

relations prevailing in the Indian countryride, the 

oppressive institution of bonded labour persists 

in many areas. 3y far the largest number of bonded 

labour are because of high rates of usury which 

ends up with the debtor being reduced to the 

status of a serf to th~- person lending hi^n 

money: such persons are either practising 

moneylenders or rich farmers giving out loans in 

times of distress. Although by law the practice 

of bonded labour is banned, it still prevails in 

many areas. There ha«tbeen several drives by 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 15 -

the Government to abol ish t h i s feudal p r a c t i c e , 

but th i s has been subverted in many cases by 

the pol ice being hand in glove with the 

v i l l age r i c h . In th i s sphere the press and 

social ac t ion groups a t many places have 

combined to expose the prac t ice and have 

helped in the l i b e r a t i o n and even r e h a b i l i t a ­

tion of persons in debt bondage. 

5. Struggle of the landless for land: In 

many pa r t s of India , the s t ruggle for land 

for the l and less has been in tens i f i ed in 

recent y e a r s . This s t ruggle has in some places 

taken the form of general propaganda and 

pressure on the government to enact l e g i s l a ­

t ion in which the press has played a s i g n i f i ­

cant r o l e . At some p l aces , however, th^re has 

been forc ib le occupation of land by the l and­

l e s s under the l eadersh ip of peasant o rgan i ­

sations, but t h i s has in many cases been 

followed by forc ib le re-occupat ion of such 

land by the big farmers . There have been 

other pockets where the landless hwwa under 

the leadership of m i l i t a n t organisat ion have 
•itsottedG 

baei»* armed s t r u g g l e , which have come in to 

conf l ic t with the Government. Recently a 

group of government o f f i ce r s were kidnapped 

by one such group in Andhra Pradesh. The 

tremendous press pub l i c i t y on t h i s case 

helped to prompt nego t i a t ions which u l t ima­

te ly led to the re lease of the kidnapped 

o f f i c e r s . Throughout, there has been f u l l 

scale press coverage about the inc iden t , and 

the b i a s in favour of the dispossessed pea-

• ) 
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santry could be disarmed in the majority 

of the newspapers. 

On the issue of bonded labour and 

the land hunger of the l and l e s s , the spo t ­

l i g h t has been effected mainly through the 

p r i n t media. The te lev i s ion and the radio 

being government-owned have taken up th i s 

subject in a general way la rge ly through 

discussions among economists, soc ia l sc ien­

t i s t s and j o u r n a l i s t s . By the ru le followed 

by the government any reference to speci f ic 

cases of a t r o c i t i e s are not publicised over 

the government-owned radio and t e l ev i s ion ; 

they only deal with the subject as a social 

problem to be tackled wM), but not always 

as a human r igh t s i s s u e . However, the 

effect ive focussing on th i s problem by the 

p r i n t media along with the a c t i v i t i e s of 

the soc ia l action groups has succeeded in 

ge t t ing the government recognise the urgency 

of the problem: on one s ide , there has come 

more severe adminis t ra t ive action aga ins t 

the prac t ice of bonded labour , and on the 

o ther , the government has committed i t s e l f 

to provide house s i t e s for the l a n d l e s s . 

6. The problems of indus t r i a l labour j T*C 

to a large measure^interlinked with the 

s truggle for human r i g h t s , pa r t i cu l a r ly in 

a developing economy. There i s a long 

t r a d i t i o n of the Indian press to campaign 

agains t inhuman conditions of labour wherever 
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these were found. Even before independence, 

the Indian press campaigned against inhuman 

condi t ions of labour engaged in indigo c u l t i ­

va t ion and in the coal mines, as a lso against 

government a t tacks on trade union r i g h t s . This 

t r a d i t i o n has continued u p t i l t h i s day. Indus­

t r i a l workers ' ac t ions for b e t t e r pay, for 

b e t t e r condi t ion , for housing and soc ia l 

amenit ies have always received widespread 

support in the p r i n t media, but radio and 

t e l e v i s i o n being government owned, such support 
ua 

to trade union movement tax missing in these 

two media. 

An important fea ture of the press 

campaign in r ecen t years has been to expose 

the severe semi-human condit ions of unorganised 

labour . This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy in 

the case of a g r i c u l t u r a l l abou re r s , who seldom 

get s t a tu to ry r a t e s of wages. The press cam­

paign on t h i s issue has led both the parliament 

and the government taking up the question of 

how to make the law e f fec t ive on th i s score . 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , the press has e f fec t ive ly 

highl ighted in recen t years ma. the use of 

child labour in match-making indus t ry , and of 

smal l -scale en te rp r i se wi thout proper wages and 

9aapo&8t=*&» ser ious heal th hazards entai led in 

such occupation. 

By and l a r g e , i t may be said tha t the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of the p r i n t media with the trade 

union movement i s cooperative in India . Cn a l l 

major issues a f fec t ing the working people 3uch 
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as conditions of work, wages, unemployment, 

automation, the press has readi ly taken up 

the campaign of the trade unions for improved 

condit ions — an extension of the struggle for 

human r i g h t s . 

7. Defence_ against hazards of i n d u s t r i a l i -

s a t i o n : With the growth and experience of 

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n , the focu3 of the communica­

t ion media has had to include not only the 

l i f e and l iv ing condit ions of the working people 

as pa r t of a new perception of human r i g h t s , 

but a lso the new th rea t s to l i f e of the comm­

uni ty as a whole from the hazards of indus t r i a ­

l i s a t i o n . Pol lu t ion due to the proximity of 

f ac to r i e s to human hab i ta t ion , has been quite 

often spotlighted in the Indian p r e s s . In th i s 

endeavour, the media in t e rac t s with the s c i e n t i f i c 

community and th i s has raised the l eve l of public 

v ig i lance against the hazards of indus t r i a l waste 

which is perhaps higher. than any other country 

of the Third World. 

However, the campaign for affective legal 

remedies agains t such hazards of i n d u s t r i a l i s a ­

t ion is yet weak in the Indian media, though i t 

is the Indian press more than any other agency 

tha t has taken i t up. There i s a r i s i n g movement 

aga ins t the hazards of nuclear f a l l - o u t : th i s 

movement depends very la rge ly on the support 

extended to i t by the Indian p re s s . While there 

i s general support for the programme of peaceful 

uses of nuclear power, vigi lance agains t r a d i o ­

act ive f a l l - o u t is b u i l t la rgely through the 

communication media in India. There i s no mass 
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movement for t h i s outs ide the media-

The most s i g n i f i c a n t on th i s covint has been 

the powerful role played by the Indian press in 

defence of the vict ims of the poison gas to 

leakage a t the Union Carbide plant a t Bhopal/-

acknowledged to be the b igges t of such a tragedy -

in which over 2500 people l o s t t he i r l i v e s and 

thousands more were maimed. The press took a 

leading role in making the public aware of the 

magnitude of the devas ta t ion in Bhopal. The 

nationwide condemnation of the outrage as also 

the massive campaign for r e l i e f for the victims 

could be possible only because of the a l e r t and 

extensive support tha t the media rendered to the 

cause. In the campaign fo r compensation for the 

Bhopal gas v i c t ims , the press has played a decis ive 

r o l e . This can be claimed by the media in a l e r t i ng 

the public a t every stage of the l ega l b a t t l e for 

securing compensation for the gas v ic t ims . In 

shor t , i t can be ca t ego r i ca l l y s t a t ed tha t both 

in exposing the horrors of the Bhopal gas tragedy 

and in mobilising world publ ic opinion, the 

communication media has played a grea t r o l e . 

An in te res t ing upshot of the press campaign 

in the Bhopal gas tragedy has been the r e a l i s a t i o n 

by the media of the need to equip personnel compe­

tent to cover the complexities of a modern indus-

t r i a l s e t - u p . Although as yet ae an inc ipe in t 

l e v e l , the media is being made aware of the need 

a t spec ia l i sa t ion of d i f f e r en t aspects of indus­

t r i a l i s a t i o n on the par t of the media p ro fess iona l . 

The experience of covering the Bhopal d i s a s t e r has 

made the media aware of i t s own inadequacy in 

? 
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taking up such an issue as par t of the promo­

tion of human r i g h t s . The press has begun 

ra is ing demands for safeguarding agains t 

the hazards that d i s a s t e r s l ike the one that 

took place a t Bhopal poses for the en t i r e 

country. 

There are no doubt shortcomings in 

the media's record in handling the diverse 

type of problems thrown up by a d i a s t e r of 

such a magnitude as took place in Bhopal. 

Apart from compensation for the victims 

there is need for studying the i n t r i c a c i e s 

of a modern i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n . The defence 

of the in t e re s t s of the individual is recogni­

sed a t l e a s t formally, and towards t h i s , the 

contr ibut ion of the media i s being conceded 

by a l l sec t ions . 

Q_. The problem of chi ldren as par t of the 

wider question of the asse r t ion of human r i gh t s 

i s gaining in importance in India. Child care 

i s being stressed by the a c t i v i t i e s of agencies 

l ike UNICEF. However, looking a t i t from a 

wider dimension,there are some spec i f ic features 

about the welfare of chi ldren in which the 
f 

development of communication has been playing 

an important r o l e . Put t ing i t b r i e f l y , i t 

may be noted that on one hand, the media both 

p r i n t and e l e c t r o n i c , have in recent years helped 

in spreading awareness about the d i s t r e s s ing 

condit ion in which the bulk of child population 

have to l ive in t h i s country and thereby c r ipp ­

l ing the future generat ion. This has led the 

» 
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media to spo t l igh t on the inhuman condit ion of 

child labour , in which even the l e g i s l a t i v e 

protect ion are not enforced and t h i s exposure 

by the media has contributed towards the b u i l ­

ding of public opinion for ensuring b e t t e r 

care fo r ch i ld ren . 

On the other hand, the communication 

media have been playing an important ro l e in 

helping the work of both government and non­

government agencies towards b e t t e r condit ions 

of l i f e and l i v i n g for the child population 

in the country. The mass vaccinat ion program 

of the heal th a u t h o r i t i e s , to prevent the spread 

of po l io , cholera , small-pox and other k i l l e r 

d i s eases , a l l these have received wide support 

from the media. The campaign for mother 's milk 
Wtto 

in place of baby food — a Ififcafito mandate — has 

received considerable support from communication 

agencies: however on t h i s score , a sect ion of 

the media ( including t e l ev i s ion ) has been remiss 

in publ ic is ing advert isements of baby food, 

which goes d i r e c t l y aga ins t the accepted o f f i c i a l 

pol icy . 

The drive a g a i n s t i l l i t e r a c y which con­

cerns the chi ldren to grow up as an enlightened 

c i t i zen — an appenage of Human Rights — and 

the campaign for more primary school in the 

v i l l ages form a not iceable feature of media 

coverage. 

9 . The government's hea l th $zd£ru&ucbve 

harnesses communication as one of i t s main 

instruments for i t s implementation. Apart 

from the combat agains t a l l forms of communi-

I 
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cable d i seases , the media have given a tremen­

dous f i l l i p to the massive family planning 

programme in the country. In f a c t , i t can be 

safely claimed that without the cooperation of 

the media the Family Planning Programme in a 

country l ike India could never have taken off 

the ground. 

The el imination of the scourge of malaria 

and cholera that the health au thor i t i e s claim 

has received constant support of the communica­

t ion media. At the same time, i t i s through 

the communication network — from the modern to 

even in ter -personal communication — tha t the 

care and education of health could be achieved 

in Ind i a . 

10. Popularisat ion of Science: If acquirement 

of knowledge i s to be counted as one of fne 

human r i g h t s , there has been a unique exper i ­

ment recent ly in India to communicate to the 

common humanity mainly in the v i l l ages an 

understanding of science in everyday l i f e . 

There are non-off icial organisat ions in many 

pa r t s of India engaged in popularis ing science 
28 of 

in v i l l a g e s . Last year,_/these organisat ions 

joined together to undertake cross country 

marches l a s t i n g over a month covering mil l ions 

of people. In these marches hundreds of s c i e n t i ­

s t s , t eachers , a r t i s t s and social workers p a r t i ­

c ipa ted . Their message says : "Victory over 

d i sease , a clean and decent hni%&ygd production t 

of bas ic neces s i t i e s of l i f e are a l l acMevable 

using ex i s t ing knowledge and technology. . . The 

bel ief tha t the &ta&get large are incapable of 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 23 -

understanding the implicat ions of science 

and technology, i s a myth fostered by the 

e l i t e in order to preserve the i r own con t ro l . " 

This emphasis on the l i b e r a t i n g forces of 

sc ience . This remarkably p ro jec t of i n t e r ­

personal communication has created a r e a l 

s t i r in the areas covered by i t and a new 

consciousness among the common people about 

their r i gh t to knowledge i s d i s c e r n i b l e . 

In this connection, i t needs to be 

noted that in India a very powerful mass 

movement for the pro tec t ion of fo r e s t s has 

made s ign i f i can t s t r i d e s . The campaign 

agains t defores ta t ion has combined with the 

i n i t i a t i v e for the development of wasteland. 

All these faass made a deep impact on publ ic 

awareness so tha t the government has had to 

respond by s e t t i n g up a Ministry of Environ­

ment. 

11 . Freedom of the p r e s s : As noted e a r l i e r , 

freedom of the press has long been one of 

the cherished r i g h t s upheld by the na t iona l 

movement for independence. One of the 

Fundamental Rights in the Indian Const i tu t ion 

i s the Right to Freedom, under which A r t i c l e 

19(1 )(a) says: "All c i t i z e n s s h a l l have the 

r i g h t to freedom of speech and express ion ." 

I t i s to be noted tha t the freedom of the 

press i s not s p e c i f i c a l l y guaranteed, but the 

Supreme Court has ruled tha t the freedom of 

the press i s impl i c i t in the guarantee of 

freedom of speech and express ion . There i s 

however a body of opinion tha t the freedom of 
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the press should "be spec i f i ca l ly mentioned in 

the Cons t i tu t ion . Besides, the press as the 

pr ivate property of the owner i s protected 

under the law, and as such, there i s an 

anomaly about the role of the press as d i s ­

t i n c t from the r i g h t to property of i t s owner. 

The freedom of the press in India is 

constrained by the i n t e r e s t s and the wishes 

of the p ropr ie to r ; the pressures of the 

*&C£S±CZB and the f ina l ly by the o f f i c i a l 

r e s t r i c t i o n s . * 

The i n t e r e s t s of the propr ie tor sometimes 

come in the way of the press act ing as a 

champion of human r i g h t s . In India th i s 

becomes a more sens i t ive i s sue , as many of 

the big newspapers are owned by persons or 

pr iva te corporations involved in other business 

e n t e r p r i s e s . Anything t h a t may affect the 

i n t e r e s t of such business establishments can 

hardly get in to the newspaper. This aspect 

of the ownership pa t te rn of Indian press has 

been shown up recent ly when two pr ivate corpo­

r a t i ons in r i v a l r y with each other are found 

to be a t tack ing each other as proxy for the 

two business houses with the i r respect ive p o l i ­

t i c a l al ignments. 

The pressure of adver t i se r s i s to be 

seen in the fac t tha t no newspaper or Journal 

can survive without the support of advertisements, 

such i s the economics of the Indian press , as 

i t i s many other count r i es . 

As for the government pressure ofl the 

s 
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press , th is is both overt and cover t . News­

pr in t in India i s not ava i lab le except through 

the Sta te Trading Author i ty , and each newspaper! 

gets a quota for the purpose. Secondly, the 

Government's own advertisement can be given or 

withyld a t the d i s c r e t i on of the government 

a u t h o r i t i e s . There are a l so open r e s t r i c t i o n s 

under ex t ra-ord inary circumstances. The very 

a r t i c l e of the Const i tut ion which guarantees 

freedom of speech and expression, enjoins tha t 

th i s freedom is subject to the i n t e r e s t of 

the soverignty and in t eg r i ty of India, the 

Securi ty of the S t a t e , f r iendly r e l a t i o n with 

foreign s t a t e s , public order , decency a-nd morally 

or in r e l a t i o n to contempt of cour t , defamation 

or incitement to an offence. In areas which 

are under abnormal cond i t ions , the press 

freedom i s con t ro l l ed , as i t p r eva i l s in the 

S ta te of Punjab where t e r r o r i s t ac t s by a group 

of p o l i t i c a l ex t remis t s have enabled the govern­

ment to assume extraordinary powers by which 

r e s t r i c t i o n s on the press have been imposed. 

The proceedings of Parliament are by law p ro ­

tected for pub l i ca t i on , t h a t i s , nobody can be 

prosecuted for quoting from the proceedings of 

Parl iament . This r i g h t was however taken away 

during the Emergency. A new type of th rea t on 

the freedom of the press has surfaced in recen t 

t imes. An exposure of a powerful vested i n t e r e s t , 

s o c i a l , economic or p o l i t i c a l , i nv i t e s a t t ack 

from the concerned vested i n t e r e s t s . Thejpe 

have of l a t e been a number of cases in which 

paeee«2&?&y have been physical ly threatened, and 
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in some cases k i l l e d . Intolerance of powerful 

p o l i t i c a l elements has led to a t t ack on newspaper 

office or even moves to 'boycott of pa r t i cu la r 

newspaper. 

By and large however, i t may "be said that 

the freedom of the press i s maintained in India 

and vigi lance in defence of the press has 'been 

heightened after the "brief spe l l of two years 

of Emergency regime in 1975-1977. 

- > 
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This rapid over-view of the d i f fe ren t 

aspects of the problems does not hd.wever cover 

each and every episode in the in te rac t ion between ? 

Human Rights and Communication in India . The two 

major organisa t ions fu l ly engaged in fur ther ing 

the cause of Human Rights in India are the People ' s 

Union of Civi l L i b e r t i e s and the People 's Union 

of Democratic Rights . Their a c t i v i t i e s bring out 

very serious exposures of Human Rights v io la t ions 

committed in India aga ins t which these organisat ions 
i 

have been constantly s t r i v i n g to s e n s i t i f e public 

opinion about the need to defend and extend human 

r i g h t s . Both these organisa t ions work very c losely 

with the people in the media. 

While i t is not possible in th is short 

compass to catalogue the en t i r e range of a c t i v i t i e s 

of these two and other o rgan i sa t ions , i t i s worth 

noting here some of the h igh l igh t s of t he i r 

a c t i v i t y in conjunction with the p r e s s . 

A common occurence in the case of mi l i t an t 

p o l i t i c a l groups some of them armed, i s that when 

captured iwere shot in police custody, the 

explanation given by the au tho r i t i e s has been tha t 

these got k i l l ed when t ry ing to escape or they were 

k i l led in encounter with the p o l i c e . A number of 

these cases were thoroughly invest igated by the 

c i v i l l i b e r t i e s organisa t ions and with the help 

of the press ^exposed tha t such p o l i t i c a l pr isoners 

had been k i l l ed in fake encounters : in f a c t , 

there was no enco inters a t a l l in most of the cases . , 

5 
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Such exposures received in some cases, severe 

judicial strictness on the police and to that 

measure, such cases are understood to have been 

reduced, although not totally eliminated. 

Another type of human rights activism 

undertaken with the help of the media was to focus 

attention on the plight of the villagers dis­

possessed from their habitation by the government 

undertaking some new projects, irrigation or 

industrial, for which their land might have been 

acquired. In many such cases these hapless people 

are left at the mercy of the local contractors 

and petty officials who cheat them. The inter­

vention of social action groups and the exposure 

of such injustice by the media have in many 

case? helped to redress the injustice - at least 

to secure adequate compensation for them. 

The right of legal defence is very often 

denied to undertrials particularly in circumstances 

where emergency regime prevails. In some of the 

areas in north-east India where a state of 

insurgency may have been declared, legal defence 

for those imprisoned or arrested is hard to get. 

Here too the intervention by social action groups 

coupled with their publicising in the media have 

considerably helped to restore the basic human 

right to the victims. 

In the rural areas, particularly in the 

interior of the tribal belt, the unlettered 

inhabitants are totally ignorant of their basic 

rights under the law. In many areas all over India, 

social action groups have been helping them to get 

what is due to them under the law. However, it 

has been found from experience that very often 

? 
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social action groups have to face the combined 

mischief of the police in league with the local 

vested interests. In most such cases, intervention 

has been effective only when the media could be 

mobilised for the exposure of injustice. 

In recent years, the Indian media can claim a 

proud record of investigation into cases of injustice 

and inequity and exposure of blatant violation of 

human rights. Outstanding among such investigative, 

reporting has been the case of prisoners in custody 

at Bhagalpur in Bihar who were found to have been 

deliberately blinded by the police and prison 

authorities by coldbloodedly destroying the eyes of 

the prisoners. This discovery made by painstaking 

and determined investigation by the pre?s shocked 

and the entire country and public outery led to the 

punishment of the guilty and whatever relief and 

compensation could be possible for the victims. 

Human Rights groups in conjunction with the 

press have undertaken thorough investigation into 

some major incidents of persecution and killing 

of the landless and the dispossessed by the village 

rich, sometimes assuming the complexion of conflict 

between the higher caste and th-- outcastes. 3uch 

powerful exposures have stirred public ujascience 

and to that measure have furthered the cause of 

human rights. 

In India today, many social action groups 

have taken up the cause of women's rights - these 

extending from the exposure of the killing of women 

V 
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for dowry or in extreme case the revival of the 

barbarous practice of "sati" in which a.<widow 

i3 cremated live with her dead husband - and all 

these get the powerful support of the media which 

makes the campaign effective. In many cases, it 

is the investigation by the media which brings 

such violation of human rights to the notice of 

the social action groups. 

The press in recent years h*&e brought to 

the notice of the public as also of the judiciary 

the shocking practice of keeping people under 

trial in prison for years because of the conti­

nued delay in the disposal of such cases by 

the courts. There were cases exposed by the 

press in which a person spent in prison more 

years as an under^trial than what he would hsveU 

if sentenced in time. 

In the last ten years, a new development in 

the field of human rights has been what is termed 

as "juristic activism". n/ith Mm* the encourage­

ment and active support of some of the enligh­

tened judges, the Supreme Court of India permitted 

any member of the public or a social organisation 

to move the court by just writing a letter to the 

court to seek relief on behalf of a person in 

custody tfr for enforcement of legal rights of a 

person belonging to a disadvantaged section of 

society. This has come to be known as Public 

Interest Litigation and has developed as a powerful 

arm of the human rights struggle. 

The significant role played by the media 

in this new avenue for human rights enforcement 

has been very clearly pointed out by the 

? 
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then Chief Jus t ice of India in couse of an 

address before the Columbia Universi ty School 

of Law in October 1984: 

" I t is an in t e re s t ing f ea tu re of Public 

I n t e r e s t L i t i g a t i o n in India that i t has received 

considerable impetus from the p r e s s . The press 

has t r i ed cons i s t en t ly and f ea r l e s s ly to expose 

governmental l awlessness , soc ia l tyranny and 

economic exp lo i t a t i on through inves t iga t ion 

journalism which, barr ing a few a b e r r a t i o n s , 

has been of a f a i r l y high order . The exposes 

and revelat ions of the press have provided the 

substance of Public I n t e r e s t L i t i g a t i o n . Socia l 

act ion groups have brought diverse ac t ions in 

the courts by way of Public In t e r e s t L i t i g a t i o n 

on the basis of information provided by the press 

through inves t iga t ive journalism. This has a lso 

enabled a c t i v i s t groups to elevate what were 

regarded as pet ty ins tances of in jus t i ce and 

tyranny at the loca l l e v e l into na t iona l i s sues , 

ca l l i ng a t t en t ion to the pathology of public and 

dominant group power. Social ac t ion groups thus ! 

have found in the press a new a l l y in the i r 

struggle for soc ia l development and change, and 

the r e l a t ionsh ip between socia l ac t ion groups and 

the press has provided a f e r t i l e ground for the 

growth of Public In r e r e s t L i t i g a t i o n . " 

A proud testimony indeed for Ind ia ' s commu­

n ica t ion medium in i t s commitment to upholding 

Human Rights . 

? 
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This br ief survey of Indian experience of 

in te rac t ion between mass media and the struggle 

for human r i g h t s underl ines the fact t ha t the 

r e a l i s a t i o n of human r i g h t s i s depended in the 

context of a developing economy on the r e a l i s a t i o n 

of human needs. I t is not cer ta in ly a question 

of contraposing one aga ins t the other ; a t the 

same time, in the ult imate analysis the achievement 

of human r i gh t s for the g r ea t e s t number can be 

possible and sustainble only when the basic human 

needs are met, whatever be the social system. 

In a country where there ex i s t s the harrowing 

coexistence between f ive - s t a r affluence and slum 

dwelling impoverishment, where conspicuous consum­

ption i s permitted next door to hungry mouths 

searching for morsels from dus tb ins , whefe the 

super- r ich extravaganza is legi t imate in a society 

where mil l ions are unemployed, where 300 mill ion 

are o f f i c i a l l y acknowledged as l iv ing below the 

poverty l ine and roughly two out of every three 

c i t i zens are unlet tered - in such a dehumanising 

condi t ion , human r i gh t s can be sustained only 

when the r i g h t to be human is recognised. 

Concomitant with tha t comes another question 

which is very much under discussion in the c i r c l e s 

committed to the promotion of human r i g h t s in 

India: can human r i g h t s be claimed by those who 

r e s o r t to violence to achieve social objectives? 

The debate i s on-going. One of the most perceptive 

champions of human r i g h t s in India, Upendra Baxi, 

Professor of Law at Delhi University and Director 

of Research a t the Indian Law I n s t i t u t e , has 

presented th i s question in a recent a r t i c l e : 

" I t is c l e a r , from even a bare perusal of r e a l 

? 
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his tory — that h i s to ry which records the 

s t ruggles of the impoverished masses to a s s e r t 

the i r r i g h t to be and remain human — tha t violence 

has been a progeni tor of new human r i gh t s and 

s t ruggles to safeguard these . The l i b e r a l human 

r i g h t s model has grea t d i f f i c u l t i e s in even 

acknowledging t h i s great h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h . To 

do so w i l l inevi tably r a i se most discomforting 

t heo re t i c a l i s sues : can violence by one man 

aga ins t another, one class agains t another , 

ever be j u s t i f i ed? If i t can, should there be 

a r i g h t to v io lence , a r igh t to revolu t ion 

recognized as human r i g h t ? If 39, how are we 

to a r t i c u l a t e the condi t ions , cir'cumstances 

and context of Ju s t i f i c a t i on of the r i g h t to 

v io lence , to revolu t ion? How does one concep­

tua l ize prole t a r ian violence as inherent ly more 

than jus t the bourgeois violence? From the l a t e 

medieval na tu ra l law discuss ions on whether, 

and when, tyrannicide i s j u s t i f i ed t i l l the 

fur t ive d iscuss ions on the r i g h t to revolu t ion 

in s o c i a l contract t heo r i s t s — and that i s pro-* 

bably a l l t ha t we have as lineage in liberA 

thinking — we find the l i b e r a l i n t e l l e c t 

a r r e s t i ng i t s p o t e n t i a l for growth. In some 

kind of cognitive aminocentesis , the e n t i r e 

problematic i s abor ted. This , however, provides 

no j u s t i f i c a t i o n for thinkers in "toe Third World 

to follow the i r mentors even in s t i l l b i r t h . " 

( Ind ia In te rna t iona l Centre Quarterly) 
Vol 13, No.3-4, 1986 

- > 
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All th i s questioning is not meant to b e l i t t l e 

the importance of the s truggle for human r i g h t s 

in India. R a ther these are meant to reinforce the 

foundations of human r i g h t s and to enrich Iheir 

contents . Experience has borne out tha t in 

India with i t s r i c h d i v e r s i t i e s within i t and 

intense soc ia l t ens ions , interface between mass 

media and human r i g h t s i s continuous and the 

growth of one strengthens the o ther . 
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INDIA : BA3IC DATA 

A r e a : 3 , 2 8 7 , 5 9 0 s q . km. 

P o p u l a t i o n : 7 3 2 , 2 5 6 m i l l i o n ( 1 9 8 3 Census) 

D e n s i t y of p o p u l a t i o n p e r s q . k m . : 223 (1983 Census ) 

L i t e r a c y R a t e : 3 6 . 2 3 p e r c e n t (1981 C e n s u s ) 

PRESS 

T o t a l N0 • o f N e w s p a p e r s and p e r i o d i c a l s : 21 ,784 ( 1 9 8 4 ) 

Tota l C i r c u l a t i o n : 6 , 1 1 , 4 7 , 0 0 0 

No. of d a i l i e s : 1334 

Aggregate c i r c u l a t i o n o f d a i l i e s : 1 4 , 8 4 7 m i l l i o n 

No. of E n g l i s h newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s ( 1 9 8 2 ) : 3 ,689 

RADIO (ALL INDIA RADIO) 

Reach of AIR: 95 per c e n t 

No. of B r o a d c a s t i n g s t a t i o n s : 91 

No. of medium, s h o r t and F.M. t r a n s m i t t e r s : 167 

Tota l No. of r a d i o s e t s : 50 m i l l i o n 

TELEVISION (DOORDARSHAN) 

Reach of D o o r d a r s h a n : 70 per c e n t ( 1 9 8 5 ) 

No . of t r a n s m i t t e r s : 190 

Tota l No* of r e c e i v e r s e t s : 9 . 3 m i l l i o n s 

CINEMA 

No. of F e a t u r e f i l m s c e r t i f i e d by 

the Centra l Board of F i l m C e r t i f i c a t i o n : 741 ( 1 9 8 3 ) 

No. of permanent c inema h o u s e s : 7522 ( 1 9 8 3 ) 

N o . of t o u r i n g c inemas : 4754 

Tota l N o . o f c inema h o u s e s : 1 2 , 2 7 6 
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COVERAGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED ENGLISH DALLIES IN 
INDIA AND ALL INDIA RADIO AID DOORDARSHAN 
( TELE V 15 ION) C OVE RA GE . 

(The f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t has been p r e p a r e d w i t h the 
c o o p e r a t i o n of the R e s e a r c h and P u b l i c a t i o n 
C e n t r e , Namedia F o u n d a t i o n , I n d i a ) 

For a s c e r t a i n i n g the e x t e n t and t y p e of 

c o v e r a g e b e i n g g i v e n t o human r i g h t s i s s u e s , f o u r 

E n g l i s h d a i l i e s were c o n t e n t a n a l y s e d , f o r one 

week e a c h of S e p t e m b e r and O c t o b e r 1 9 8 7 - The 

d a i l i e s i n c l u d e d : 

D a i l y P l a c e of P u b l i c a t i o n C i r c u l a t i o n 
( i n t h o u s a n d s ) 

1 . Times of I n d i a New D e l h i ?35 

2 . The H i n d u s t a n Times New D e l h i 295 

3 . The T e l e g r a p h C a l c u t t a 120 

4 . Deccan H e r a l d B a n g a l o r e 144 

The T e l e g r a p h and D e c c a n H e r a l d p r i m a r i l y c a t e r 

t o the E a s t e r n and S o u t h e r n r e g i o n s r e s p e c t i v e l y w h i l e 

t h e o t h e r two d a i l i e s have a n a t i o n - w i d e c o v e r a g e . 

The Times o f I n d i a i s p u b l i s h e d f rom s i x t o w n s ; the '. 

H i n d u s t a n Times h a s two e d i t i o n s . The two weeks 

s e l e c t e d fbr a n a l y s i s ware : 6 - 1 3 S e p t e m b e r 1987 and 

4 -11 Oc tobe r 1987-

For e n s u r i n g an i n - d e p t h and r e l i a b l e c o n t e n t 

a n a l y s i s , t he f o l l o w i n g a s p e c t s were s t u d i e d : 

1 . C a t e g o r i e s of i t e m s cove red on the s u b j e c t : 

c a t e g r o e i s were d e v e l o p e d on t h e b a s i s of human 

r i g h t s e n v i s a g e d i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n of I n d i a and 

t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Humnn R i g h t s -

2 . Fo rma t of c o v e r a g e ; w h e t h e r i t was a news i t e m , 

a r t i c l e e d i t o r i a l e t c . 
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3- Source of cove rage ; whether the i tem came 

from a n a t i o n a l news agency, a f o r e i g n agency, 

own c o r r e s p o n d e n t or any o the r s o u r c e . 

4 . Contents of i t ems ; items conta ined f a c t u a l 

d e t a i l s only or i t was i n f o r m a t i v e / e d u c a t i v e . 

5 . Placement of coverage ; whether the i tem 

was c a r r i e d on the f r o n t page , e d i t o r i a l Page, 

prominent page or o the r no t so impor tan t p a g e s . 

6 . Context of coverage ; whether i t was in the 

n a t i o n a l con t ex t or f o r e i g n c o n t e x t . 

Bes ides these q u a l i t a t i v e a s p e c t s of a n a l y s i s , 

the s i z e of the coverage was measured in column 

c e n t i m e t e r s to a s c e r t a i n the e x t e n t of space 
* 

devoted tov human r i g h t s i s s u e s . 

EXTENT OF XVERAGE; 

In terms of percentage of news space : The 

Telegraph and The Hindustan Times provided a 

f a i r l y adequa te coverage t o the human r i g h t s 

i s s u e s - 2 .37 and 2 .20 pe rcen t r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 

Times of I n d i a devoted only 0 .97 pe r cen t of the 

t o t a l news space while the Deccan Herald provided 

the l owes t with 0.59 pe r c e n t . 

The Hindustan Times c a r r i e d 70 i tems on the 

s u b j e c t while The Times of India c a r r i e d 34 i t e m s . 

The Telegraph wi th j u s t 24 items deooted a much 

l a r g e r space as compared to the Times of India 

and Deccan H e r a l d . 
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EXTENT OF COVERAGE ON 
HUMaN RIGHTS ISSUES 

No. of I t ems S p a c e ^age of 
Daily (Sept 6-13, 1987 in T o t a l New; 

and Oct 4-11 , 1987) c o l . c m s . Space 

1 . The Times of Ind ia 34 8O4 O.97 

2 . The Hindustan Times 70 ' 1839 2 . 2 0 

3 - The Telegraph 24 1375 2 . 3 7 

4 . D e c c a n Herald 32 441 O.59 

i 

0 
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TABLE I 

CATEGORYWISE ANALYSE (TABLE I ) 

Out of the four d a i l i e s examined The H i n d u s t a n 

Times c a r r i e d t h e maximum number df i t e m s on human 

i s s u e s and a l s o d e v o t e d the maximum s p a c e to t h e 

s u b j e c t (1 '<lYi c o l . c m s ) . Though T e l e g r a p h c a r r i e d 

o n l y 24 i t e m s on human r i g h t s in t e r m s of s p a c e i t 

emerged t o be the second h i g h e s t . 

C a t e g o r y w i s e a n a l y s i s shows t h a t a l l t he 

f o u r p a p e r s l a i d emphas i s on a v a r i e t y of a s p e c t s 

of "the q u e s t i o n of human r i g h t s - F o r e x a m p l e , The 

n i n d u s t a n Times and the Deccan H e r a l d c a r r i e d ?? and 

9 i t e m s u n d e r . t h e c a t e g o r y E q u a l i t y ' ( c a t e g o r y 7) 

w h i l e The iT imes of Ind i a and the T e l e g r a p h h .?d no 

i t e m s u n d e r t h i s h e a d . However , C a t e g o r y 12 ( o t h e r s ) 

u n i f o r m a l y f i g u r e d i n a l l t h e p a p e r s b e c a u s e of t h e 

i n c i d e n t of 5 a t i i n D e o r a l a ( R a a j a s t h a n ) was p l a c e d 

u n d e r t h i s c a t e g o r y . S i n c e t h e p e r i o d chosen f o r 

t he s t u d y was 6 t h - 1 3 t h S e p t e m b e r and 4 t h - 1 1 t h 

O c t o b e r , and the i n c i d e n t of S a t i t o o k p l a c e -t 

on t h e 4 th ' of S e p t e m b e r a b i a s i n the f i n d i n g s 

c o u l d have e m e r g e d . B u t a p o i n t t o be n o t e d i s 

t h a t , the n e w s p a p e r s and o t h e r media d i d n o t 

t a k e up t h e i n c i d e n t , i m m e d i a t e l y . News c o v e r a g e 

and a r t i c l e s and comments s t a r t e d coming in a f t e r 

a l a p s e of a c o u p l e of d a y s . 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



F
ig

u
re

s 
in

 
b

ra
ck

et
s 

de
no

te
 

sp
ac

e 
co

ve
re

d 
in

 
co

lu
m

n 
c

e
n

ti
m

e
te

rs
. 

- 40 -

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 41 -

TABLE I I 

FORMAT OF COVERAGE 

1. In terms of fo rma t , the coverage given to 

human r i g h t s i s s u e s could be cons idered as 

s a t i s f a c t o r y in The Hindustan Times and The 

Telegraph which c o n c e n t r a t e d more on a r t i c l e s , 

e d i t o r i a l s e t c . While; The Times of India con­

centrated mostly on 'news i t e m s ' . 

2 . The Hindustan Times carried 8 a r t i c l e s 

2 e d i t o r i a l s and 6 news-analyses , 5 l e t t e r s to 

the Editor and two photo-features on human 

r i g h t s in the two weeks. These formats accounted 

for about two third of the t o t a l space devoted 

to the subjec t while 'news i tems' formed the 
* 

remaining coverage. 

3 . The Telegraph a l so carried 7 a r t i c l e s , 1 

e d i t o r i a l , 2 l e t t e r s to the Bdi tor , and 2 photo-

f e a t u r e s . The Deccan Herald carried 2 e d i t o r i a l s 

on the s u b j e c t . Only The Times of India, which 

o t h e r s i s e gave a r e l a t i v e l y l e s s coverage, carried 
—* 

mpatly the news items. 
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TABLE I I I 

SOURCES C? IKyORNATION 

'Own Cor responden t s ' accounted for a 

s u b s t a n t i a l coverage of human r i g h t s i s s u e s 

in a l l the four d a i l i e s more in the case of 

The Times of India and The Hindustan Times. 

These two d a i l i e s , presumably , have a l onge r 

number of i t s own co r r e sponden t s because of 

t h e i r l a r g e r c i r c u l a t i o n and mu l t i p l e e d i t i o n s . 

The n a t i o n a l news agencies a l s o c o n t r i ­

buted a s i g n i f i c a n t coverage on the s u b j e c t in 

the four d a i l i e s dur ing the two weeks. 

-* 
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TABLE IV 

CON IS NTS OF COVERAGE 

A s ign i f i can t proportion of coverage 

on human r i g h t s in a l l the four d a i l i e s was 

' informative and educa t ion ' . Violation of 

human r i g h t s also formed an adequate proportion 

of the t o t a l coverag'e . 

Number of items containing merely 

' fac tual information' were r e l a t i v e l y small 

in the four d a i l i e s . 

I 
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TABLE V 

FLACSM3NT OF COVERAGE 

Almost the e n t i r e coverage of human 

r i g h t s i s s u e s was c a r r i e d on important pages 

l i k e the f r o n t page , e d i t o r i a l page or o the r 

prominent pages . Again , i t was only The 

Time3 of India v/hich c a r r i e d q u i t e a few 

i tems on ' n o t - s o - i m p o r t a n t p a g e s ' . 

5 
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TABLE VI 

MAIN EMPHASIS OF COVERAGE 

' P o l i t i c a l ' and ' s o c i a l ' a s p e c t s ee 

of human rights accounted for a s ignif icant 

proportion of coverage while the issues 

having 'economic' implications attracted 

very l i t t l e attention during the two weeks. 

3 
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TABLE V I I 

CONTEXT OF COVERAGE 

The fac t that almost the e n t i r e 

coverage on human r i g h t s issues was in the 

'na t ional context ' is s ign i f i can t . Very 

l i t t l e a t t en t ion was Paid to human r i g h t s 

issues outside India. 

.V-
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RADIO 

COVERAGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES BY 
ALL INDIA RADIO DURING SEPTEMBER 
6 - 1 3 , 1 9 8 7 AND OCTOBER 4 - 1 1 , 1 9 8 7 

1. During September 6-13, 1987 one item 

( in t e rna t iona l commission of J u r i s t s on 

Human Rights v io la t ion in Pakis tan . V i s i t 

of 11 members of Commission to Pakistan and 

the r epo r t of t he i r v i s i t ) was broadcast a t 

14.00 hours (100 words) and repeated the 

same day a t 21.00 hours (66 words). 

2 . During October 4 - 1 1 , 1987, one item 

(US Senate support human r i g h t s in Tibet) 

was broadcast at 14«00 hours (91 words) 

3 . These news items were broadcast in 

English and all* major Indian language 

broadcasts both in the Home and External 

Serv ices . 

4 . No ta lk or discussion on human r i gh t s 

was broadcast during the two weeks mentioned 

in September and October 1987. 

5- There are no spec i f i c guidel ines 

or policy decisions regarding coverage of 

human r ights in Al l India Radio. 
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TELEVISION 

COVERAGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES BY DOORDARSHAN 
(INDIAN TEL EVE ION) DURING THE TWO WEEKS -
September 6 - 1 3 , 1987 and October 4 - 1 1 , 1987) . 

1. During September 6-13, 1987, not a s ingle 

items on human r i g h t s issues was t e l e c a s t . 

2 . During _1he week October 4 -11 , 1987, e ight 

items were t e l ecas t with a t o t a l duration of 6 

minutes and 95 seconds. Out of the eight i tems, 

4 items pertained to V.'orld Habitat Day (Shel ter 

for the homeless) (October 1 , 1987) two items on 

Tibet (curfew and sealing of monastries and 

cojning in of mi l i ta ry p o l i c e ) , one item each 

on Tribals in Bangladesh and a n t i - S a t i proce­

ssion in Ja ipur . All the eight items had v isua l 

support . 
« 

3 . On October 5,, 1987, Doordarshan t e l ecas t 

a UN Documentary 'She l te r for the Homeless' with 

a durat ion of 25 minutes. I t was t e l ecas t l a t e ' 

in the night a t 10.25 PM 

4 . The programmes for 'women' and 'Rural 

Audiences' did not carry any item on the - sub jec t . 

5 . Three episodes each of the two sponsored 

s e r i a l s 'Aur Bhi Hain Rahein' and 'Pratham 

P r a t i s h r u t i ' dealing with women's r i g h t s were 

t e l ecas t on September 6 and 13 , 1987, and 

October 11 , 1987. 
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