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OPENING REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, VIJAY MENON, AT THE AMIC 
SEMINAR ON MEDIA LAWS AND REGULATIONS IN ASIA, JANUARY 7-8, 1986. 

Mr. S.M. Ali and friends, 

It is my pleasure, on behalf of all of us in AMIC, to welcome you 

to this seminar on 'Media Laws and Regulations in Asia', the first 

in our programme of activities for 1986. 

Our purpose in selecting the theme of this seminar was simply to 

fill an obvious gap - the absence of any single publication encap

sulating the region's media laws and regulations. The gap is 

certainly wide. In many countries there is no single volume listing 

such national enactments. 

Our objective is clear: to promote a dispassionate, academic if 

you like, discussion of a topic of great interest and importance. 

But if we take it out of the realm of academic objectivity, it can 

provoke strong passions, deep suspicions and heated controversy. 

We must, therefore, preserve our academic objectivity. 

As with many other aspects of life and living, much of what we read 

about media regulations comes to us through a western filter. Last 

month, in December 1985, Newsweek carried a piece on "Press Curbs 

in Asia". It started with a quotation from Sophocles, "None love 

a messenger who brings bad news". It went on to say, "That adage is 

as true now as it was 2400 years ago. And in recent weeks Malaysia, 

Singapore and Indonesia have all moved swiftly and, in some instances, 

harshly against the modern-day messenger - the press". 

Must we then be sensitive to, if not apprehensive about, the potential 

for unwelcome publicity inherent in the theme? Must the media practi

tioner and the scholar in Asia be apologetic about the "curbs" on 

media in the region? I do not think so. 

Take this quote, for instance, "Laws are being enacted which infringe 

upon that freedom (of the press): courts issue injunctions tantamount 
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to prior restraint of the press; officers in executive branches 

of government frequently attack the press or contrive to make it 

impotent. The record will show that the press is not entirely free, 

nor does it remain untrammeled. Injunctions, subpoenas, the jailing 

of journalists, "gag" orders, withholding of information, "enemies 

lists" have the effect, intentionally or otherwise, of inhibiting 

or cowing segments of the Fourth Estate". This is not an indictment 

of any Asian country. This is a statement by a distinguished academic, 

Professor William Francois, in the preface to his book, Mass Media 

Law and Regulation. He wrote on press curbs in the United States. 

And his book runs to all of 732 pages. 

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr. Mahatir Mohamed echoed a widely 

shared governmental view when he recently remarked, "It ought to 

be plain to the American inventors of "the clear and present danger" 

doctrine that there are many societies today that are under severe 

stress, that function under a condition of clear and present danger, 

that have no choice but to do what needs to be done". 

What has been done is what we shall examine and, hopefully, document. 

To formally inaugurate our discussions, we have Mr. S.M. Ali, a former 

journalist and currently Unesco's Regional Communication Adviser for 

East and South-East Asia. Unesco has done much in recent years to 

promote the idea and ideal of the right to communicate. In Mr.S.M. Ali, 

we have an understanding and supportive friend . We are grateful to 

Mr. Ali for being with us today, despite some health problems last 

week and the need to be in Paris next week. It is typical of his 

thoughtfulness that he sent us his paper last week just in case he 

should be unable to be with us today. 

* * * 
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