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Abstract

Questions of cultural value are some of the most complex to unravel when faced with the cultural
contexts of Asia.The analysis of these questions when applied to media may be understood as a
project intended to critically assess the media in Asia as a public discourse.

In this presentation we would Like to present two quite distinct data.sets as cxamples of research
activities in progress. Out of the juxtaposition of these activities we hope to uncover some
conceptual tools that would hopefully advance the project of understanding the cultural values
of media in the Asian contest.

The first rescarch activity 1s concerned with an examination ef local consumption of satellite
television. This rescarch <apled o ~egient of the satellite television audience in Surabaya, Enst

Java. While thoie dre a nuither of wnys 1o develop accounts of the results of that research, our

interest 1s piin ly 100 an atuount Of cioalts's progran proteronces In the structure and delivery
of television scrvices 1 Indonesia and  how this may retlect audience use of  television, both local
and global, that 1s availlinblo.

The second resaarch projoct concerns Chinese rtelevi=ion reception and challenges a number of
firmly held vicus sbout the retaticnsnip or Cninese television arg 10~ audiences. Audicnce research
in China 15 1n its infancy and largoly canfined o crude data avcumulation (ratings) for CCTV. It
is governed by & ool of Assunptions about the constitution of the audience: namcly that it is
homogenous and actively orthadox 1no1ts reading of television, following central ised tenets based
on political and cultural Maraist doaxclocgies. The resedrch This section draws on =uggests that
Chinese audicnces are as fragmented and different as any national audience and further, that
Chinese audicnces read Tolovistion ‘0o mgbar 2 Lnys, including orthodoay. However, What 1%
clear is that regionail and lecal Tactors are as significant as the central in shaping an audience’s

reading of television events and constructing  of cultural values.

These quite differvnt (osueii ol contoats wore novet intended te e Linked conceptually but <some
important insights hogin to omerge when they are examined in relation to one another. The
comparison betwcen  =o-called "open skies' and censored =kies in terms of the respective media
policy frameworks of !ndene~ia ond Chnd suggests substantial  differences 1nmedin consunption
and performance. 'his resen: on doncn trntes however, the importance of  analysing underlying
local commmnication precesses of the tores Oinstitutional ond orgamisational) that media assumes

in the coentest- of bBofin pod 10 coed commmerce, b bngeefore contirbutes To our andorstanding of

the cultural values of televison o the localzglobal neas.

Satellite TV In East Java: Local Consumption of Globkal Television

The paper wil! summarise rescarch undertaken in July 1995 in uwnich a sample of the viewing
public in Surabayna, Indonesia was surveyed as to the use of satellite television available to them.

The study provices ba<e-line data on tne local consumption of global television. The study was
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