
This document is downloaded from DR‑NTU (https://dr.ntu.edu.sg)
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.

Cultural values of media and asian audiences :
local responses to global media

Cohen, Hart; Susilo, Basis; Shoesmith, Brian

1996

Cohen, H., Susilo, B. and Shoesmith, B. (1996). Cultural values of media and asian
audiences : local responses to global media. In AMIC Conference on Asian Communications:
the Next Twenty‑five Years, Singapore, Jun 1‑3, 1996. Singapore: Asian Media Information
and Communication Centre.

https://hdl.handle.net/10356/93193

Downloaded on 20 Mar 2024 16:53:54 SGT



Paper No. 31 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



Cultural Values of Media and Asian Audiences: Local responses ro Global Medio 

Dr Hart Cohen 

Dr Basis Susilo 

Dr Brian Shoesmi th 

Abstract 

Ouestions of cultural value are some of the most complex to unravel when faced with the cultural 

contexts of Asia.The analysis of these questions when applied to media may be understood as a 

project intended to critically assess the media in Asia as a public discourse. 

In this presentation we would like to present two quite distinct data.sets as examples of research 

activities in progress. Out of the juxtaposition of these activities we hope to uncover some 

conceptual tools that would hopefully advance the project of understanding the cultural values 

of media in the Asian context. 

The first research activity- is concerned with an examination of local consumption of satellite 

television. This research sampled a segment of the satellite television audience in Surabaya, East 

Java. While there are a number of ways to develop accounts of the results of that research, our 

interest is primarily m an account of vicwer.Vs program preferences in the structure and delivery 

of television services in Indonesia and how this may reflect audience use of television, both local 

and global, that is available. 

The second research project concern.-. Chinese television reception and challenges a number of 

firmly held views about trie relationship of Ctiincsc television and its audiences. Audience research 

in China is in its infancy and largely confined to crude data accumulation (ratings) for CCTV. it 

is governed by a number of assumptions about the constitution of the audience: namely that it is 

homogenous and actively orthodox in its reading of television, following centralised tenets based 

on political and cultural Marxist doxologies. The research tins section draws on suggests that 

Chinese audiences are as fragmented and different as any national audience and further, that 

Chinese audiences read television :n a nuiiibcr of .."iys, including orthodoxy. However, what is 

clear is that regional and local factor* are as significant a* the central in shaping an audience's 

reading of television events and constructing of cultural values. 

These quite different io>earcM context-- were never intended to be luued conceptually but some 

important insights begin to emerge when they arc examined in relation to one another. The 

comparison between so-called "open skies" and censored skies in terms of the respective media 

policy frameworks of Indonesia and Cmna suggests substantial differences in media consumption 

and performance. ! h i s reseai en deinon.-.tr.-.tos however, the inportrw.ee of analysing underlying 

local coiiiiiunicat ion processes of the 'Cms (institutional and organisational) that media assumes 

in the context- of both U"1 it".'-- ."••••! i' .'ire. \ • therefore contribute-- to our understanding of 

the cultural values of television in tlie local/global nexus. 

Satellite TV In East Java: local Consumption of Global Television 

The paper will summarise research undertaken in July 1995 in which a sample of the viewing 

public in Surabaya, Indonesia was surveyed as to the use of satellite television available to them. 

The study provides base-line data or. tnc local consumption of global television. The study was 
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Introduct i or, 

Ouestiuns or c.Pa ,.,...-.- ,,re some c" the .st complex to JHTIVCI ;.noi faced with a cultural 

context like- that ui ! "denes I a. it •••.-, i.-e understood as a p''oblem which demands a critical 

assessment of the media in Indonesia as a public discourse in the context ot a changing 

mediascape and public sphere. The ;u» t ares i ti on ot divei'se moaia activities in Indonesia makes 

understanding the culluial values ot Indonesian media a multi-dimensional and complex project. 

the paper begins ,.;tri research ... '-..it. ..rich e-Aaminrs th. local O I U M , nipt l on ot satellite 

television. Ih - resc.aa •-. • :. c. -a , •:. •• -.: r n •..,: e -. ' i ; e television audience in Suraba/a, East 

Java. While these ,v e a ••.•:.:• c' ...,s :o .io-velap accounts ot trie results ot that research, this 

paper is prim.:: -., IPC-T. MV. -.r j ; r.,-. ,,;i noi'veiy •:•' teievis i- ~o' .-ices in inrionesia and ^d this 

affects aad'cao ^-o ;•• 'oie.is' •-, •:, • - i - c a v-a ;;. :...;. •'•..: - a-, eiable. 

Some o* the charactei -las at the :e-va:ch area .are .el.ilea to distinctions made within selectee! 

cultural practices. T H I S mav sor.-e '. < '<• • > ana I i ar i se the u.o.-a to seine extent . mci pi oaden the 

perspectives used to analyse it. 

The goal of th.s paper is t .. devela •-i an : t i can; insights an • ,..A the mediations of cultural values. 

Its approach ' :-.-os e to-- :i;ot-e " . a ! a: a pi.ict .- ..iirinn i i s o..n social Tormation. ine 

research project ".e .. a. oar v into., a in oaroiun: c.t i on p; crosses as it is these processes which 

are at the too., pan:! ..here m e seis-.s - > e-uituio and commerce cross. 

Methodologically speaking, the critical conccr'n c> ethnecent r; sn • the imposition ot subjective 

cultural value-, on the prc.nl ems and pi act ices undc-i investigation - has been partially addressed 

by the invol vement of Indonesian rc-searcr pai triers in cast Java. We have chosen not to avoid the 

fact of ethneccr.tr i sm, necessary in evei, c i ass - ci.l t ura I project, nut to treat it as an "objective" 
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Some dot 1 ni t i r: --. 

Media can rcfo: to tt e :'...i'.,. ' -. rms <r,i .:...::<• ..r-cn i p-,;i,i u' "11 sL ...use may oe rais t ruct ed. Print 

(press., magazoios, Pook<,\ television, cviio, fi'.n, music are • : r -. - -' i by CD-SUM, the internet and 

the more recent app'.nat! i:s ;t teieo . i .. .•-. . .1 < I K ie!a ted to m i arret ' on services. This a e f m i t i c n 

of media may also include the traditional ,-,oi> of healer-,, may i c' ans or tribal elders. Media here 

might be fire, .-.ater, special foods, herr... etc. Our selected media for this research is the press and 

television particularly trie availab'e television delivered by a parabolic device or satellite. The 

media-i sat ion ot some traditional t '00-0; i cal torii's, eg., wayaoy s , i u , will also be discussed. 

Guided democra. v arm t r ̂  e- 'v..-.. d-eer: "0000.-0 demociacv" i -• a term coined to dr'scrlbe a per'od 

in Indonesian re litical n i-. t :•> . : '. -re. 'ic.i.iy ro*ers t_ the cei i od of Sukarno's regime from 1958 

- 1966. The t ackgro. • -! t t h s pc'.'ti. . de .el ojiiiMt in Sukarno's reign is important from the 

standpoint of imiing this p . r n d to too current regime known as tne "r.ew Order" under Suharto. 

Tnis period under Sukarno .. :-. the tog inning or a retrenching of democratic practices - a 

constraining or th.- .ory IA.PIIC .r t ., t. •-. ;n,t had occurred oaring Sukarno's reign regarding the 

political direction ot the count-",. 'Is. over thro,, or Sukarno in 1965 and the installation of 

Suharto as his successor was .-, who!!,- bloody transition a mark of greet import in Indonesian 

history. !n a - • u-o tec ' !• a ot •••:.;' i-i r -im •. i ••. y ....• -e'en'-d urui" Suharto. Inere is a 

parliament and reg..".ai •_•'. ••.'.• e- :n !• ! • •• .. ; ..• tie ; . it: ca'. ....!•..:•.' rm.eo- a command Culture, 

st rong I / cent r-.,, i ,-oci .. r tr i .-t... • ' eon ng .•••• i •.-.•• . i 'ir.-H-s', yi ,.,.,ps (trie army, the 1 s I ami c 

movement) to . u • s e •;> n c .. o e •'''•-'., e v* . r- u. '. o .. Y...ee- o; Indonesian necr'a, 

we must examine the ', o g..-- . -nte.'' .' :v O'rica! values ..hirh constrain the media in Indonesia. 

Paul Ticked! arg,,os that ,n the c ; *.^r „t jho pees-, the curient (1990's) mechanisms of control 

over the Indonesian press under Suharto's No.. Order have tneir loots in Sukarno's Guided 

Democracy statutes of the 69's. Trie B.e n Press taw c' 1966, for example, was amended in 1982 

, with the leftist wording excised but trie basic re! at i or,.-.li i p between state and press left intact. 

This suggests a greater a M i n i t y net..••in the regimes ,-.ith regains to press freedoms than would 

have nor::.a!!,' Leer; a- s..,:.„•:: n t'-e !'.:e : •"-* t'.f.u d i t'conces ( eg., in ideolog,, political 

practi ces). 

These political /aloes in turn Oust respond to the changing scene of global media and the 

adoption of no., comruni cat i on techn,: •••gi os. For Indonesia with a conii;and political culture and 

centralised pc.'t i - a I rev..- ire e-. t'-i- ma, ie.se s:l;,-v"-.e pre Id. ems. it '• well-known for- example, 

how the regions create puiiu .ir.r' ;•...: it i-..i. tensions in I ruonos: e and nave uone so for some time. 

It is precisei, the restoring oi r<--g i on.-d. identities ,.rocr global media dan effect by bypassing 

physical bo: do- - and engaging n ..u :-. e-.changes n-'- • .ei.e- to eo erce. 
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Nat 1 on a I , I HI oi n,;', i • ! I.'I 1 0 1 obai 

It is in ti i- irfiU'.i ti,.-,t the •••'•ii- i'..,t ion,'.:. , i nt oi nat , on.,; and global need to be carefully 

considero-d. '('•• rat <.j:-.: • >• tiie ...... ••.•• • ;. ,,,, •......, ,s ,, i,.,„ roiateu to ,,p.i! coula no called its 

most significant ! net". : t y-narrat ' . •-•, 'e., the -tor> of Indonesia's independence form a long 

colonisation b, tne Dutcn. The ant i • c; loni al stciy is trie story or tne "national" - ot Indonesia 

becoming a nation. (Ti ,.. sal'eni o»; 'i^ ,,i | IMI,I\.V I .-,' > success ..! en,,ctiny tins story an the world 

stage climaxed >n Bandung in 19S4 in which Sol anno ion a meeting '.a non-aligned nations. It was 

at this conference that the te'in "tfuru ..erld" had it-, tirst currency a- a referent for non-aligned 

nations despite its more contemporary significr tor ; ess- clove: a| -ed or p.uoi nations.) The "national" 

in Indonesia ha- had ., paradoxical i clat ; or.sh i n to tne "international" to ha.'e forms of 

i nternat i oria i •-,r .... i •••••.. j : n-.- or, • . ,_-.,., . i • •.,-._•.-, .,.,,, ,, . • ,,., •.,,, 

The iaea ct the "global" displace- bote the natic-al and the- international. 

Edge citie- ai a regions u--ce,^ centre- ot p-.itent i.a! engagement. A-. -i.arcld linns has pointed out 

, it is on the margins of trie vane..-, empi res ..hero the most significant political events may occur 

and not bee an-a of too:; c n l s to : "<.'entie" n..i because of the possibility ot global information and 

communication systeiiis ..nich may link those "margins" to otner margins and othei' centres. 

National bcrbe: .-. do exist anr! are caie'eily policed. But increasingly they are bypassed by the 

forms of global activit;--- in the ••• ..-'' culture, commerce and comim.ni cat i ens . The crucial 

question ot the : • do: :•.• -. • a- :e.h:a : - •'-..- .;•....•-.'. a r, • the .-or*. :::-.:' t y to its cultural v.al..e- given its 

close links ; i n . - 1 i •.-.< • •;•< i a 1 • - ' ..-.-, a s ..... i . •,. t ...... , i ... y n:i .....ri:! • magi m ngs in the • ac e 

of glob.ii :.".• •• ..: .--. i • • . '•.'- '.e''s..,a a. i.•_• e/pia • ieo by reference to the 

development c t"0 i.-bein press O ; nd •';._--' an • , : : < • ; " i-ist^iy. 

One of the salient teat..res .,: tne ! nuance i an ;.;: a ,- truouch the :.,•;; a of its nationalist ascendancy 

was the close rei at • ..nsh i o between the i.,t rirai e ' grouping-., political parties and the press - the 

various newspaper initiatives from early this centuiy to term, m Paul Tickell's terms, the 

"intellectual vanguard of Indonesia:; nationalism." this v ' ew at trie press may be tempered by 

the former existence of S i n eM.al ay p '•..< isian, -o o c i a i ,aa [Tutcn language pres-.es though 

the di sappe.arai ,•:••-• • ..:,,..- .a r:-.,:..., , i,be« si the .Pa a w ••. •.• ..o the a ,t i - ccl oni a 1 , nationalist 

press . This .; • •,; • ,;-.•-- ,,. ; i... - • .., ,. b i"c! -,- n o -..-.; 1050- J;J ) t" "it was 

plural 1 st i c era: :-,..-.' .'. . '.<:;; '.-•:• ..-. • ... .-•:... . e- • •.••;,.-.crsr. ; p . ! re 111 _,ve to the per 1 od 

of guided democ 'racy under s.^..rni ana tie sunsoa..ent principles of Pancasjla under tne New 

Order saw a considerable tightoning 01 ccntreis on extra-pai liamentary groups .and an escalation 

of restrictions an the press. 

This was and is evidenced ny increased examples of censorship on both the left and the right, and 

the installation 01 a system of pros- n.-Mi-it s coupled with oof amat i on laws which in formal and 

institutional terms ..0: f to influence the- :olc of the pies- in democratic totalis. 

Anura Gccna-. a o a . ha-. ..•••.;.. : that :- '• : t'.e "...' leb oen ,-. ph.'. 1...-. ani; i ca 1 • aui'.ri.at : or of 

tne I'nio r..., !' ...."lot'; '•:... A ' . - - . ; . 1 . st : t _.t -on- .a 0 c haped in its image. The 

press i -."._. • ::•::• ' - ;..'•• .: • • : .. ;. 1 o;g. : '. i s, ttiei ef ore, an 

instrument : :re croeo ...-: t lob .- - : '. ,-•• ...o 

This arguinent seeks tc e-ianl i-h : tea trie -iprot i c e , ' cultural values within a given 

ideological framc-work. Panca-ala is as-un.-.-d to L.-e the c o r tor oat 1 on- bu 1 Idi ng rather than the 

ideological iramewoik in use by the cui r.-nt rcar-e. Inn. arguieont ignore- .m important historical 
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pui. i i s i ier and e d i t o r of the f i r s t 

ai ;"i i d s o i ' v K c , h e l p e d f uund the 

. T u - . t muu.az ' ne t a r ..omen 'md 

p e r i o d i n ! nd . nes i.-.' -- ,nt i - oo 1 : n : a i s n u g g l e .11 . .h ie ' ; tr-e :a 

The l i f e of T i n 0 Aui 5..rye is eAemp. a< ; i n ' i n - r e g a i n . T i n t 

Nat ive-owned d a i i v i:o..-.papv: ;n lndc .es ... i n s t i g a t e d t i n : I I M 

f i r s t iiiodei n : -a: 1 . ,1 p . ', . ,,. . .1 1 n, _ a- ;...,[-; si 

p i o n e e r e d 11 • .1. 1 -•... ..-, ; • • : • , : . . • - , 1 a :n : ••..• < • : I H M V I ; inguuge. 

I t i s no t s . j rp i i M i i g tha t the au tho r 01 a b i o g r a p h y of H r t o Acii Suryo nnd an a n t h o l o g y ot h i 

j o u r n a l i s m and • \ " ! r : n 1- c u r r e n t 1 ,- n . j u v d in I n d o n e s i a . 

T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t .. I t ei r.at ; .'e 1 '.leal ag i e- 111:,, h.v.o t h e : : a.a media va lue o r i e n t a t i o n s , may 

c o n t r i b u t e to n.at ion-Dai Unrig in t h e i r can r i g h t and may not have t t i e i r o r i g i n s in Western mode ls . 

New Ordei ideo leg> ma, espouse n a t i o n a l i s t p r e c e p t s hut i t seem-, t 0 s - concerned . . i t n n a t i o n a l 

i d e n t i t y and ' rare . .nth hnm-geni s 1 nq a ••:;,-. ••• n a t i o n a l l y spec i • ' a c u l t u r a l f o r m a t i o n s . 

The s i t e of -. .i 

n a t 1 o n a 1 1-t a 

democracy i n : 

" g l o b a l " , wha-., 

g Ioba I mod 1 a. 

and . r,r ,vi 1 . t a r . , I 1,-, 

1--.,'--,„•,'a - 1 pi ess v . i i ues or 

ee:. 1 far "11.11 : Of i.e. " ai IU Hie 

a i n the i . e a l consumpt ion of 

Satel I i te Television's .! Hardware 

Research i n t o - a a t o l l i t e t ..•• ev» - i on ha- i - an on the ascend, acy 101 the I >-.t f i v e y e a r s . !n 1990, the 

As ian Mass C oilman 1 cat 1 en fvseai ch an-.i ! i a nrinat ion Cent re ( A'-'I C ) h " l d i t s anneal con fe rence 

on tne theme a ; •. .t •; : '. i : e - (So. a a-. 1 .•-. t 1 ::;.•., c t :.a a; , a a. ast s a t e l l i t e s n As ia .aid the P a c i f i c 

sponsored by 1 a. • A-. 1 . a r,,.. a u in .aa , :- : ' a .111 . a . 

Desp i te t h i s ::« . . a : a . l a Una a ' - . . l a a a l r U T i a : • . : , ; > ' - audience is i n i t s i n f a n c y . Ask any s a t e l l i t e 

b r o a d c a s t s e n . u t t r e a . . b e n e . ; ea. a a n : i-.aiiilit.-is ment ioned t e a : l i t t l e resemblance to those 

assoc ia ted u i t h r e a r • a.a: > e! consaai a • on. f , cs may e n l a r g e .and loot. upuard in .1 i i .e taphor ic 

gaze of a , ; - . , . ; s i t ie t i ' m ' " loo- . , em ' " . . - I ' / i a - o* s n t o i 1, > n.. aud iences a.ive ' - f inely a d m i t t e d to 

c o n f i r m i n g " n , t h i n g but :a .dec fed i..i>..-nee r.a-.-d en t ie- s t a t i s t i c a l p r e . a c t i o n s r e l a t e d to 

hardware j t r o r s . .-.fiat a.a i ienco-. a: e cm. nq 1 i h n k i n q .ab.aat ,.' t h g i otaa I images is s t i l l t o be 

comprehens i . e ' > aseer t 1 'nod. 

To const 1 eel '. • 

1991 the ave: aa 

In 225 of tra

in this rei ei ! 

space-bindinq 

space-b:nd:nq. 

cost-di stance 

as we I I as p...- i 

They have be 

coiimiun i cat - • 

ma 1- k e t s . 

icie -on py -.• • 

a di si a ic t HI 

.l,,t ;.a -.nips, an 

'OHU (telCC-ai -.,.,! 

..- ...• . ;•• '.a .; re! weei i 19;' ' ana 

ucutaed ana a ; i a; nes 1 .a, mentioned specifically, 

..... r .,...-.-1-. i.ai,.,.; a.....,,.,_.,,, cat 1 a.1 technologies and 

pulai by haroid innis, satellite technology is 

anq-. a 1 '.'-a '".rale t i eciuency spectrum, weaken 

icall> establish ra.; nt - t o-ii.u'. 11 pa: nt (broadcasting) 

.) eemmoni cat i on- ,-, ithin wide geographic areas, 

ce and 'aaiaraing competition in established 

,r i.a.ir..- a a .-,- a.,, -. -aaa-J : • ....ui.. t 1 e- ana 

Prcrni sc-s. 

In a stud, 

promi sed t 

that satelIites 

telev;s1 on 
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a u d i e n c e ; ma. >• v i a b l e -.ner i .at i sod . -n . ' -n • " • I - t 

b u s i n e s s . 'a. ,. g ' o u p i n q - ' " g l o b a : > ' : • ' - , 

[n E u r o p e , s a t e l l i t e .. i- 'o, . , ; .<j -i> , • - ' r c 

I { d's.-( i d o m e - 1 ; C USCI": 

... : • • n e e una 

I j! •. • i o :;.!...n i c a t i on 

p u b l i c . . l t h .. •... - ;.. .••..'. . . . e s . ; _ . . - - ".:..: r . . r e p e a l ' : a. : • • . . . . 

T h e s e p r o . i d s •-. v e r o t e ' i t •' .• ! - . . i . • . ' . . • , , . ' •.• p.,, : • , . ,: .;•: i 

m a r k e t s p> s c i r e i •. i .'e...'~ ei.it " is- •• ••• set . 

Ne.v distinctions ..ill cmer: e between : : ; ;n -rici arid poor n L c. r 19 ne.. ela--. lines. E u r o p e a n 

cultural interests may 1,, • 1 c.p.i: d 1 - od : » '\\.c:>.v col , s.itellit.s" - the d o m i n a n c e C T A m e r i c a n p o p 

culture. Vwc ouiei m e m a i a.poi" i al 1 -m tiksis finds i.ivour c.nce a g a i n . (At a U N E S C O m e e t i n g in 

Me x i c o Jul', IvhV, tiie then 1:ench '•' 1;;: •.! or ;;t C u l t u r e , Jack Lany, identified trie A m e r i c a n TV 

soa p , Dal I."is as .: tv.rt.--it to the natienal c u l t u i e >•! France. 

Lang c a l l e d far a rr„-.au:. "against 'inaacia! anu intellectual imperialism that no longer grabs 

t e r r i t o r y , : r •••:•.•••;•'. y : at c: ar- re--„:...-'-••-- ..,,•,-. -,f thirk'oq ...ays of livina...") 

These threat 

A language . 

other facto; 

of the 11 1: 

f ramework. 

rathei t" 

AngIophone 

non- Eng I 1 sr 

: -:"rsi t. ratlins, r,- an important filter: language. 

' ai.Mr.i .ontent •"••' cade.! • 11 its o..n language. But 

.,,,.;'. sen... rule at gloi.al TV consumption. The size 

trie vai rati..:''. :••' languages -.poker within a national 

'''', ! iii'.rm.j its ,. : y let m "e Ang I ophone markets 

I- .r..-j..'s 1 n.t -p.ai .at A ' oia.'e er idod .access to 

Other impei t .: 

said to Dyp.i-i 

a potent 1a 1 , 

China. The Ch •< 

remarks about 

.-..'...: : . :..." . ' " , • .••,-! to f.i.; •.! ;i ua>iy ..hen L on,T rent ed ..;th 

!. M... r-.' - si . t.'..;•••/"'s : .'-. - ,, case m point in trie content ot inoia and 

.•d to BBC •„• : Id so'-vice ne..- a t : heeded n,: ciocrr - unusually loose 

tele.isir: .:,,.':,.; ;;rel""l em- to: totalitarian regri.es". 

But should the 

global ne,.- -.ale 

In a stud> '.., • 

1991) ne..- st-

were fascirata a: 

st 0'" 1 es tr-.r 

1 g no red :. , tr 

Engl ish ..0: Id •-•/.1 

Asia but riaiul , 

conf M e t 1 ", > :..y 

was not merit" : - r.-. 

•ncrc-.iibly :1 

! \y 

,.orr> about"' Studio-, have revealed that 

..•• > n- an a .lysis of one day- (Nov 19 

in the ...add ..as carried Out. The results 

V- ", era,: -.!:,' •:!..•; t there ..e:a- several 

:;.,:::. • it rest: :n la: is ignored by the 

ps -.ri Fast Timor massacre ..ell r'Cportcd in 

•in.id.'i' .-. 'eloign Minister foi trie USSR; 

r ;,.i'..u. " 

Chapman cor.alek- '' 

boundaries. Sore "-.. 

cone or i-.s p .a . 

myri .ad, d: ft _;-.; :',• -,. 

they stay 1 ext a .: , 

story here 1- trat n-

did n. t 

! I,- ..i.a '..:- .a 

iut s 1 do nat 1 enal 

tn i - one night is 

. . . ir.d that ii.est ly 

esearchei , " T he 
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incs 'ind uplinks which pcii.it local Current I > sat e! 1 : l '• t el e. i s ' on ,. . r k - : r: : a.,gh the d: 

broadcast crs to cut • r- ..•• i •.,' o; r o v i, .a .-.r servi co<. 

In looking at A..st'.;: :a ',••.: si;/:-, ro; c* ;r , trie :;: e? c; a •:;•.-1 s or local broadcast er s may vary 

the servw'i- : ct a i'uu ''ia ;••'•''JO i .-.• ) :-••-; '•<:•- •' r,::'M' aud I t-nce: l.r- takes ne.^ ( Guanuong in 

China prete . -.:,:, .: ...:;." ;.-, i os ..'..: ..:• , . '• . t; . ,• tune in t; s:'ioik • icjt'jrcs. (Cue research 

in Indonesia 'od.tai.-. ..' -a: cam.'d iw„ •:.., • :•• .-n.-- aim ny .ii.i'.i i e m e favourites.) The target 

audience is achi .ad ..''." -. cabl. •' 'I oa' i or ttv- redi st i i uut i ci: ot satellite signals. The absence 

of this Mi ) 1 - ;rii,,! . Ni gr-'citlv hampers the growth 01 a satellite audience. The geospatial conditions 

OT any co.iidry may 01 may '>.,i favour tnr. 'orrnoiaqy. Singapore, 'ui instance wi I I be completely 

cabled in a i\-l at i .-ei y short ..nouiil c-i i i ! nduiic-s i a ,, i i I t..-o m..ch lunger. 

The prcta; ,':s o 

redi stnl.>.! i .r 

"tree- to- a ' . " r, ;. 

count ry to re..at 

audience to :;..:• 

•:, : . ..• g...:g._- ; a i. ul tui a I t i I tens, 

.(•- *^: •••-.; ec i a I I y I ecru terrestrial 

l a z u l i ....U.OIKC t.istOs ..nice j.ary trom 

• • ;.uni..a.!as lose a pail ot the 

a ca" : c mar. '••:.:: so vie..: ng . 
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Sat el I i to ' •.• 

In turning la....iai- tfi._• example of ' "• 

i deo I 09 i 0-, t ..•cii' . : a-y 1 -s "ii ui 

hardware-so< t ,.a'e model, the hard..! 

media ant! message .." : , c trie sett.,a:: 

the eai I ; '.••• rot ,>. en. e t e ' he 01.. 

Because al tee pe t en'. ' .e. '.lire.:'.-

communications, a eareiul ."issoswin 

concern is nothing less than a : 

audiences bat a :. - 0 f- a. :* a'feet' 

Our reseanh, based on di-,cus- lor-

importnru 0 ot tol 0 < ' s 1 an ae'. 1 voi e ! 

• ! : t e e h i s t o r I ("1 1 lilU'lii 

-i i y- h-U d 0 omnium ea! 

a' he •- >en t a be sate 

a /orti-A 01 p.ist arv.! future 

al ues . Ai i.-ipl i ny Col I i ns' 

television's converqence of 

ana! laraiaaoe and culture. !he meeting is one not urn ike 

'. •' i-a.,.- ... ,. n.-it j an. 11. 1 - ! p'-e-s -inr| , t s global competitors, 

auu promises 01 satellite television and related global 

at the conscuuences lor public interests is crucial. The 

i to understand how aloha', television not only stratifies 

-c> ".s'^-'s in tcrn.at i '!>- e' cultural identity and values. 

Mi i.it.:' I i te .'lowers, reveals considerable awareness of the 

Indonesia ..er

as a pot en'. ., 

New Order j. 

Little was .:• 

I ndones i ', '; , 

medi a ana p .!. 

as a set 

control I eci 

schemes (nat 

1 r.ued at th 

1 e 1 • e M a n e 

, ir.'i in till s if. ites tee ' : 

te •:• 197o. Palaoa 1 ,.:,e seen 
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a nut is confronted ..itn a 

. o 1 t > n.a- been analysed 

t nit-, been a government 
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substant 1 a 1 
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t h r o u g n • ••?:-, 

s t u d y i n 'V" 
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s a t e l l i t e . . 1 

m idd le and .,pi 

the 198? st .a 

a leant ag- a. a t .-: 

a i a . igo.',.•- 1 can t taa n 

a' yl.nha [ v L'V'.'I'I i f t fie- c o n s t r a i n t s on access 

p a r t : c 11 at1 on i n t he med ia . The benchmark 

the a,,r b.-t ..eon r i c h and p o o r . The s t u d y 

: •> : " . : m--d "urn. Oar 1 >nt e ' l iporary account of 

' .. : • u i t h a t i t he., an a d e f i n i t e l e a n i n g t o 

• 1 • - • ' . ' • • :-: a •/ ! ndam--. i a t o t h a t ot 

i n t h e -.-.al 

i n t e r f o" • . _• i n M 

c h a n n e l - ai • ' : [ ' ! ( . 

n a t i o n a l .a a 

b roadcas t i r e , "' ..f ' 

mouthp iece. : a " a « 

v.i t h t h e ;;:.-. - . : - • 

OT 1 ndon>. - i .1 •- n o : 

The T i r s t . - , 

by Suhar t a ; • 

f u r t h e r c-t--1 •• 

•I . - a-no 11 

I'O. tel OV 1 -

in open st 1 es policy. No 

: to take place. The- local 

•':'/ but only reached a 

••ausu 1 al and government 

.••••; became a government 

t'aop significant nu i.ers 

0 grantee: to '. company u..nec! 
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c h a n n e l 

nssoc i r i t t 

r h c t . e : t ! l k i ; h owned by c l o s e 

The "ope i ; si i •.- :: 

The- ear . .;• -.!•.. : 

[ ( - . d o n e . ! . . " . " . . ' • ' • , • 

nat ; ona ' : s t .-.: 

pu rpose - • 

mi i i t a r , ",.-:.. .••- •. 

encounter i'>•:..e^n . 

a r e t a t i vo l y sn,:-, [ ' 

n t c l i . w ; - . 

.. t l . v '. ... 

n I i'.i t 1 t y " l , i . - „ Oi d e l sk I i.-s" . 

••i." t • • ; - ei ,|:. -. -,i ;... t i n - a it -.oi t o i i n 

: ..! '. I 'UI tn . i t the 

' . i f ! , pe l i t i cat 

;,;t I ; e -sed by 

iai i ei cos i iv. 

;.f . . - " l i t re ! " 

a i i i y '. cinrieic i at and yoycr i line :t i d e n t i t i e s d e f i n i n g 

contOAt ' j t y l o h a l p r e s s u r e s . 

Th is make— f o r e i g n -..a' e'. l i t e t o l c v -

tne c h i e f at t i m e t i vc ' •:• domest ic t e l l 

h.is co r roU ' i ate, : c a ; ; i c ; -a i . c, s , r 

f o r e i g n - I anyaaao pi a y •-«••:••:•• : " j iia-. ' 

consumpt : an a* I::.-.,I I y nrru..Ci -d i 

p roduc t '•. •.. - v, ; . a ' . : t . -a ; - ' • > i -

! n an act . a t • • • ..-• i ' ... , :• 

of n ine P-aae c •_••./ f c - . C' ' " " i - "-

Thai l a n d , T - i „ \r., ,a i . r , i : , i , o n \ :•'•;, 

a major i t - , a " , no.a -. in each at ! -

M a l a y s i a and S 11 -yap. re . '••• ve ra ' , 1 

t : ; • a . . . . t n a t 

. a s Tor t h i s t e l e v i s i o n aud ience and 

n or c u l t u r a l v a l u e s . Ota- re-search 

• ' . r e d a c t i o n of i n c r e a s e d access to 

r. r i . - l n t i n n to the tower, iny of 

is .-, p re t ere i ice tor clonics t i c 

a . a - •'-,: ••"- . L-n.-, '• icey p o i n t s t a a r ecen t - t u d y 

'.•" ' " e s t r.tra- As ian o.a.nt r" es (Hong Kong, I n d o n e s i a , 

ah i I -. i.ipi r. - , S i n g a p o r e ) , the a u t h o r s conc luded t h a t 

' as ,,-.- d-.iuc-t i ca I a, a / L r a l „ i t h the e x c e p t i o n of 

! • • . a - :•'•;• . 

Tnis r.sci 

a l s o CAP 

t o „ a r d s 

Regi onaI 

tne pros

it may 

The trend 

: C M .an a- en . 

Brazi I 

The lndoia- i a>- a a r« 

the most a b,.!a: r... 

r-...'a is a c.-jiip'.eA ai • c* ir--iorn.it i onnl and local progr 

or-.. - .i. an , Bra? : '. i an - a jpora'' 

Brazil h a -

between 6.0 a 

i n pi' i Hie t 

product i a 

is a tele. -

tnese a i • a... . 

the inovi ' .,; 

The succ 

ot a cui t..: a . 

thei r mot.. . 

Our study -h: 

indi i/id-a' -

Music as ,.. t. 

fcth n tie .JO: i d. 

; ..-• T : ay : 

in channel, TV Clone captures 

t >'< !-.-• . !n 1 aV'»3 , the top ten 

a '< at •.-: -en, B a,;' t I l an T , 

:-.':•.. i trie pa- - i b i I i l ' a created by 

m t „ a..est ion the tresis -,pout 

, ct fa,ten Place .and Bonanaza." 

app.-ai - that the narrat i ves 

y:. y ,.itii one '. kc Indonesia in 

a . ..-.•' -ara. i ny when 

i t r .or t rain by 

n a t i o n a ! 
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As notcu _-a r. 

di f fercnt ~k . ' 

- for example, 

way the prefe 

•<S IT.'I! • • .1 ": e.el'si Ol 

a W:7!:s:,j'- -cr:pt 

once '•! oc"l tele 

out not :.:: :;;)-:;!iiU' .:T; . ipcr.kincj and unclerst until ng arc 

: e : ..:;;•;/' -toed ..'th s'si.e; imes .. minimum of language 

'.-.'..i..-; that language .. i c ,'turat specificity may be served 

e recast w:th Russian actors and set in Moscow. ! n this 

is nartiaily served in conjunction with foreign scripts. 

Cone I us i ci i 

To complete '.: 

by ant i - c l on ' 

relat i oiisi. I ps 

of prog.';- s t • 

','•'.. t into pi iy is t e consider an Indonesia t ransf o r'nied 

i " - ' " M . a r.iMi''- .-. • •.; -..j i < i by '.re uncertainties of new 

i oi i ;ch<-s m i d i'. ii •!!.-- i ength or further - .i narrative 

i, v - - :-;n-- '* ser'.V: ::.i-.'on t r.'rmuent.at i on and dissent. 

Second, tn; .-. 

nj» part jf in. 

the mass i; en :.;. 

Wayang Ku'.it, ti 

quest ion rema i r-

"au r a " e' thes 

tc I ev i s i on !.• i 

communal ; -.; p.;; „ 

i 'he ..ord. L i terature i s 

;L, tiaus;ated in trio language of 

Jav.ane-• ''" :•.!• .; f-upne'. theatre is a regularly televised event. The 

fans'. a em :.•• the i I t o i a' '. : •,- in,s- d m a.is forever leleg.ited the 

:• a r e m i i un '.-.'alter ii.-njaiiin, to a past ot lost tradition. Or has 

tin'..-'. " '.!''i/'.r!' inu "id liii-i'rioi r of the possibility of the 

ire ••"'.!, ..I t'mos ;;• ,oc..t;.e ;,nd violating of sacred norms. 

The research demonstrates t"e u'oiu:--

the cor.t •;•.• f t ' . '. r .• • ' r : ' • c ... 

refeience 10 local culture' e-eiercrc ••-

of policy regulation can be o-v.elope: .. 

to dominate Indonesl •, M M th-- r.-si— 

global, contm-ues te .-..-rli ,-te and ' I 

they are- u:>-n-: '• '-.,,,. ,..i .,,*.., . 

so di sta.ui >,: . : 

:•'••.. ana old n:edia as they jostle DCs i de one another in 

• ci".._• can bo -ado o' '.rose competing media without 

the programs these audiences enjoy. No understanding 

at an accounting or trie p o l i t u a i values which continue 

te.-..- i ii a-, t 11 ..-s -auvrnl'.' . Tue nedia, both local and 

i.aie, ! ; both '.'111-!';!':' o n iieiiy cultural continuities as 

o: ;,: •-s. •:: [ I.-I : ,,: t e ail toe t.an.iliar scenes t.rom a not 
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