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Abstract

Using Antonio Gramsci’s cultural hegemony framework as a viewpoint, this paper would
adopt Nanyang University as a case study to reinterpret the relations between Nanyang
University and the dominating authorities in different ruling periods, thereby
demonstrating the effects of Nanyang University’s hegemonistic roles on the
development of Singapore Chinese education post World War 11. The paper first focuses
on analyzing the hegemonistic trail in Nanyang University during both the British
colonial rule and post-colonial rule, disserting the role of Nanyang University as a target
of cultural hegemony. The second part of the paper further elaborates the cloaked role of
Nanyang University as a medium of cultural hegemony, aiding in the acceleration of
ideology restructuring within the Chinese-speaking community in Singapore which
indirectly led to the downfall of Chinese education in Singapore. Lastly, by addressing
Antonio Gramsci’s observation on the evolution of hegemony, the third part analyzes the
hegemonistic means of the British colonial government and the Singapore government
towards the Chinese education in Singapore, thereby understanding the decadence of
Chinese education under the cultural hegemony envelopment. Through these
demonstrations, this thesis hopes discourse the hegemonistic roles of Nanyang University
in the cultural hegemony framework, and how it’s roles would hasten the retreat of

Chinese education in Singapore.

Keywords: Chinese Education, Nanyang University, Cultural Hegemony
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#5184 Cideological elements) 73# (disarticulate) , P EFHEREE K. * HH
BRHRAE N, SRRk 208 7 B G ia i R RARTE S gy, BRSO o R R
AMGEEH R E RS, MIEATEHN . XA ERESTHRIERER TR
RGN R IR S S IMEAR R LSS, IR R N Rk R, >

BXP “ER=FAttS+ T RES. 7 P BAETE RS RS
(political society) 544 Ccivil society) HIZEESE—1K. Geif M ST B
B 5T RALSMEREEIE A BG ARG - BRE ST H 2 E R 2]
LR SEREE, (R R E K R IRE SRR, SBUAt S —FRGEE XK,
Buatt e E s TEPAT “BEEESE” WHee, mRAES R T RARREZ TR
PATH) “ AL FAL” BRAE, SRR ST SRR . *°
Foiphb £ ks e TR K4 poiT R R 4IIRi 0 B AALA

PIEA| T Ao B3 oM BRI S azbibdldeia s & KL S FHR - FTE AT

P T 1 L% SR E S d - B R2A VD hE e

32 Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, edited and translated by Q.Hoare & G.Nowell
Smith (London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1971), p.23.

% Chantal Mouffe, “Hegemony and Ideology in Gramsci,” in Gramsci and Marxist Theory, edited by
Chantal Mouffe (London: Routledge and Kegan Paulm, 1979) , p.192.

% Tony Bennett, “Introduction: Popular Culture and ‘the Turn to Gramsci’,” in Popular Culture and Social
Relations, edited by Tony Bennett, Colin Mercer, and Janet Woolacott (Philadelphia: Open University
Press, 1986), p.xv.
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i« SALITFRL” .

PR ZPUEK, BL“sei]” RTIRMIBUA S BOMEL “FE. m” ik
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MR R, KGR ZE 2 N AN B R, RBgein b
P FGUR R BENE, ERGR R E RN T 500 . ERAELHRKE
TRRERRE: BT R I PAT B 4E SHA U 18 B R 55 5
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IERAAER T ARRBIISHAROR, BT AL 3T ARSI R B R s S
Vel ARAER SR P SR ICE RS E IR & .

B B EXVIRSUE AR LR R, W (EAK) 45 10 8] (2009) , T 154,
® @&k, bi8T.
0 Atk (B EIRIEASI AR, BERVL W A8 S0, 2007, T 18.
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PAS SR BB AL, = AU IR Hiis kg s 5 5 — N RS S K
F, HT R RS ET RGN R A RS, BRI, PRRESENLOC e
B NGEN BTSN SBOA BRI TR —. 2 WXBOGH RS2 T e 2
P EAAE SRR A, R SR 17 B AL £ BRRE (4 [RI gt — 2D S 2 A e Tl
Rtk M EEAEH

BV T RAT R, R RIEFER. BEHANIE S R EE
TCE, ©RMBSCHH RN EERSY . BT EE RIS IER, REEE
FAERIM RS SMENA R LR * 8220008 S5O BB E,
PR SRS AE AN RGE LRER, Gai g il S #08 BoRmgin b
M ER S EIRIES, #EMERITRNEIRESZ0T. B, — P Hrdeidkd]
PSS i)iE & SRS AT — M RIE SRR b BF L, GRS E
I SEtiAa A T ERFRESWSBIE S #E, LI gInm # e 51K &
EARE.,

*! Robert Bocock, Hegemony (London: Tavistock Publications Limited, 1986), p.87.

2. Antonio Gramsci, Selections firom the Prison Notebooks , p.258.

3 «| feel that if language is understood as an element of culture and thus of general history, a key
manifestation of the ‘nationality” and ‘popularity” of the intellectuals, this study (of the history of Italian
language) is not pointless and merely erudite” by Antonia Gramsci, Selections from Cultural Writings,
edited by David Forgacs and Geoffrey Nowell Smith, translated by William Boelhower (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press,1985), p.170.

* Peter Ives, Language & Hegemony in Gramsci (London: Pluto Press,2004), p. 82.
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I S5 4t, ITERAN “HHAS AR o B, B 7 EXE S ER S
JPREE LI CAEAIERE T, % BV AR S DL SRS SO B ISR M g A
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TR R S B A 26 1 - BIBURT ST S B R

HsE, GUisHr RSO F R RAE R R B LART I A7, Hrhnds
BB TR, 1954 SELLHT, HRIEMEANE Oh—25T) 2T
FR A EREARZEF KRR, (HRFRAERNEA 7 LA RAE 1954 48 [ 4
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JEAZ) 30% ML I TE B T 9RE 1.5% N, ® B CHE IR NTEHE
Wb, T R R S AR R (ke 3 R

A rHE (R k. RE. Bk, T3,
" T.R. Doraisamy, 150 Years of education in Singapore, p.147.
*® Ibid.
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%% John Drysdale, Singapore: Struggle for Success (Singapore: Times Books International, 1984), pp.63-64.
%% C0 1022/346, CO Minutes on establishment of Nanyang University at Singapore, dated 26 April 1954.
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