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EUBAL PRL3S SERVES THE NJ..DS OF VILLAGE IBDIA 

G.P.JAIK 
E d i t o r , SEVAGRAi-1 FARM 

WLoJKLY 
I^'v DLLHI. 

When wo t a l k of r u r a l commun ica t i on , i n t h e c o n t e x t of a 
l a r g e l y i l l i t e r a t e community we t a l k of h o a r d i n g s , c inema s l i d e s , 
f i l m s and f a i r s and p o s s i b l y p r i v a t e m e e t i n g s and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . 
We f o r g o t d e l i b e r a t e l y o r i n a d v e r t e n t l y t h e p r e s s ( t h e r u r a l p r e s s ) 
which t r a n s m i t s t h e knowledge of means f o r t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f 
f a r m i n g and , i n g e n e r a l , r u r a l l i f e . I t i s r e a d by t h e r u r a l 
o p i n i o n - m a k e r s . I do n o t c a l l them o p i n i o n - m a k e r s b e c a u s e t h e y 
have more l a n d o r t h e y a r e r i c h o r b e l o n g to a H i g h e r c a s t e . I 
c a l l them o p i n i o n - m a k e r s b e c a u s e t hey can r e a d and w r i t e and t h e y 
have knowledge of what i s good f o r f a r m i n g and what Government 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t s on c r e d i t and s u b s i d y a r e , who can a l s o e x p l a i n 
t h e p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s i n t h e c o u n t r y i n t h e c o n t e x t of what has 
been b r o a d c a s t on t h e r a d i o . 

The o p i n i o n - m a k e r s , who m o t i v a t e o r i n f l u e n c e r u r a l a c t i v i t y , 
a r e t h e o n e s who r e a d t h e r u r a l p r e s s and communica te i t s c o n t e n t s 
i n l o c a l d i a l e c t . Why do t h e y r e a d t h e r u r a l p r e s s and n o t t h e 
u r b a n d a i l y p r e s s ? F i r s t l y , a d a i l y p a p e r i s e x p e n s i v e . S e c o n d l y , 
b u t f o r o c c a s i o n a l farm i t e m s , t h e d a i l y p r e s s f i n d s p o l i t i c s more 
e n g a g i n g . On t h e o t h e r hand , t h e r u r a l p r e s s c a r r i e s i n f o r m a t i o n 
which m e e t s t h e n e e d s of t h e r u r a l p e o p l e . 

H e r e , may I d e f i n e t h e r u r a l p r e s s . A r u r a l p a p e r i s n o t 
n e c e s s a r i l y wnich i s b r o u g h t o u t from a r u r a l area, o r a s m a l l town 
f o r i t s p e r i p h e r a l r u r a l community . A r u r a l p a p e r , a s d e f i n e d by 
t h e I n d i a n R u r a l P r e s s A s s o c i a t i o n , i s one which d e v o t e s a t l e a s t 
40 p e r c e n t of i t s e d i t o r i a l s p a c e to f a r m i n g / c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t / 
c o o p e r a t i o n and p a n c h a y a t r a j . I t s l a n g u a g e s h o u l d be s i m p l e enough 
f o r a p e r s o n of common i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

A r u r a l p a p e r s h o u l d n o t o n l y be a c o m m u n i c a t o r . I n o r d e r to 
be an e f f e c t i v e c o m m u n i c a t o r , i t s h o u l d a l s o be a f i g h t e r f o r 
r u r a l c a u s e s . I t s h o u l d be a b l e to s t r i k e f e a r i n t a e h e a ± i s of 
t h e r u r a l e x p l o i t e r s , even i f they a r e o f f i c i a l s . 

W r i t t e n word commands g r e a t r e s p e c t , i f u sed w i tn c a r e . I t 
i s more raQarttti'th t h e r u r a l p e o p l e , who l o o k upon any w r i t t e n o r 
p r i n t e d do^!im&\t w i t h g r e a t d e f e r e n c e . 

V i l l a g e IndiSsOieeds knowledge ' o f b e t t e r f a r m i n g a t i t s 
d o o r - s t e p . I t n e e d s % h e f a c i l i t i e s on g round which t h e Government 
h a s s a n c t i o n e d on p a p e r . I t n e e d s e f f e c t i v e d e f e n c e a g a i n s t l o c n l 
musclemen and c o r r u p t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y . V i l l a g e I n d i a 
a l s o n e e d s to kne'w how i t can o b t a i n b e t t e r f a c i l i t i e s of 
s a n i t a t i o n , h e a l t n and H y g i e n e , d r i n k i n g w a t e r , c h i l d c a r e , 
n u t r i t i o n end l i t e r a c y . 
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Rural press alone can not acnieve tauch. The Government 
also has to p i tch in. Also voluntary bodies. The ru ra l ' press , 
hovvever, has an advantage in tha t i t s appeal is continuous and has 
mora c r e d i b i l i t y . I strongly believe the ru ra l press can acnieve 
i t s assigned task quickly and e f fec t ive ly , only if i t i s read by a 
l a rge r number of ru ra l people* -ven those who can read and afford 
to buy a ru ra l weekly for a rupee a month do not do so. The f a u l t 
i s not en t i r e ly t h e i r s . I t may be due to tue jou rna l ' s lack of 
resources which prevent i t s expansion. 

The ru ra l press i s an extension agent with the capacity to 
t a l l i t s readers mere than what a Government extension worker can 
t e l l . In f ac t , the extension worker himself wil l greatly benefi t 
if he forms the habit of reading a t l e a s t a good rura l weekly. 
Week a f te r week, ho wil l know the l a t e s t in ag r i cu l tu ra l 
research done by ag r i cu l t u r a l u n i v e r s i t i e s and research i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Also , he wil l know about the Government's newest po l i c i e s e a r l i e r 
than if he were to lepend on c i r cu l a r s from ,-< Government o f f ice . 

The Government has spent vast sums on rura l extension. My 
strong pica i s for Government to u t i l i s e the ru ra l press in i t s 
huge, challenging task. 

* < • # * * * * 
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