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RUKAL PRU3S SuRVLS THL No..DS OF VILLAGS INDIA

G.P.JAIR
Editor, S4iVAGRAM FARM
WoLoKLY
N&'W DLLHI,

When we tokk of rural communication, in the context of a
largely illiteratce community we talk of hourdings, cinema slidos,
films znd fairs and possibly private mecetings <nd demonstraitions.
We forget deliberately or qunadvertently tns press (the rural press
which trocnsmits the knowledge of means for the rebuilding of
farming :nd, in general, rural 1ifs., It is read by the rural
opinion-mckers. I do not call them opinion-nnkers because they
have more land or they are rich or belong to a nigher custe. I
cnll them opinion-makers because they can read and writc and they
have knowledge of whit is good for furming and whot Government
pronourcements on crelit and subsidy are, who can also explain
the political events in the country in the context of what hus
bean broadcust on the rniio.

The opinion-mrkers, who uwotivate or influence rurul activity,
are the vnes wiav rezd the rural press and comwunicate its cuntzats
in local dialect. VWhy do they read tane rural press and not tne
urban daily press? Firstly, = daily paper is expensive. Sccordly,
out for occasionil form items, the laily press finds politics more
engaging. On the other nond, the rural press cupries information
which mee¢ts the needs of the rural people. ‘

Here, may I define the rural press. 4 rural piper is not
necess rily waich is brought out from a rural area or o small town
for its peripheral rural comaunity. A& rural paper, as defiued by
the Indian Rural Press Assceil.ntion, 1s one which devotos at least
40 per cent of its sditoriul sp.uce to farming/community levelopment/
cooperation and pancnayatraj. Its languzge should be simple encugh
for a2 person of common intelligencse.

A rural paper should uot only be a communicator, In order to
be an effective communicuotor, it sinould also be = fight:r for
rural ccuses. It should be uble to strike fear in tiue heatss of
ta2 rural exploiters, ever if the; are officials,

Written word comuunds great respect, if used wita care., It
is more = i th the rural people, who look upon any written or
printed 4 t with great deference,

Village Indiwnceds knowledge of better farming a2t its
door-step. It neels ¥ge fecilities on ground which the Government
has sancticvned on paper. It neecds effective defence aguinst loenl
musclemen aud corrupt administrative macainery. Village India
also necds tec Lndw how it can obtain better facilities of
sanitaticn, healtn ani Hygiene, drinking woter, child cars,
nutrition cnd literacy.
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Rurzl press alone can not achieve wuch. The Government
zlso has to pitch in. Also voluntary bodics, <The rural: press,
however, has an alvoentage in that its appeal is continucus and has
more credibility. I strengly believe tne rural press can achieve
its cossigned task guickly nd effectively, ovnly if it is read by a
lzazrger nuabar of rural pecpla. wven thuse who can read cgnd afford
to buy a rurel weekly for a rupee o month do wot do so. The faalt
is not crtirely tiueirs. It may be due tu tue journal's lack of
rasources which prevent its expansicn.

The rural press is an extension agent with the cupacit, +to
tell its recaders wcre thon what a Government extension worker can
tell. In foct, the cxtension worker himself will greatly bencfit
if ne forms the nabit of reading at least a guod rural weckly.

Vizok aftcr weck, he will know the latest in agricultural
rcaenrein done by agricultural universitics and rcscaren institutions.
Also , h¢ will know about the Government's newost policies earlicr
than 1if he werc to lepend on circulurs frow . Govierament office.

The Govecrnucnt his spent vast sums on rural extcnsion. My
strong plca is for Government to utilise the rural press in its

huge, choll.onging tusk,
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