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Using MySQL to Build Up a Database for E-learning 

Chinese Classifiers 

Noun classifier is a special feature of Chinese. It usually occurs together with a 

determiner(“zhe” meaning “this”) or numeral(“yi” meaning “one”) before a noun. 

Besides the grammatical function of measure word, they can also reflect some 

inherent semantic features of their associated nouns. This property makes the 

acquisition of Chinese classifiers difficult for L2 learners.  

In this project, we will focus on the relation between semantic features of a noun and its 

classifier. For example, one classifier of "bi", meaning "pen", is "gen", because its shape is 

longitudinal. Hence, we can infer that "longitudinal" is a semantic feature of "gen". This provides 

learners a more concrete understanding of the usage of this classifier. Therefore, we aim to 

design a feature-based E-learning tool that can link them together. 

The database of this e-learning 

tool is built up using MySQL. It 

can be used in conjunction with 

phpMyAdmin for online search. 

This is part of a project for a 

future e-dictionary of Chinese 

classifiers (see Gao 2011), 

which currently has included  

406 classifiers and 727 nouns. 

This e-learning tool enables users to discover 

noun classifier in three ways. First, he can 

directly search a noun classifier. The definition 

of this classifier and its associated nouns will be 

given. Second, he can search the classifier for a 

noun. Thirdly, he can search classifiers for a 

group of nouns by restricting one or more 

conditions. The relation between nouns and 

classifiers will be displayed clearer in this way. 

Nouns are classified for search purpose. The 

classification is done with respect to the nouns' 

semantic features including categories, shape, 

size, quality of material and function. Below is 

an example of nouns grouped by their shape. 

Shape 

Nouns in 
Chinese 

Nouns in 
English 

Classifier in 
Character 

Classifier in 
Pinyin 

longitudinal 领带 tie 条 tiáo 

longitudinal 马路 road 条 tiáo 
longitudinal 蛇 snake 条 tiáo 

longitudinal 绳子 rope 条 tiáo 

longitudinal 腰带 belt 条 tiáo 
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