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Chapter I 
• 

Introduction : Statements of Problems and Purposes of the Study 

The problems that made'this study feasible fall under 

two topics: (1) a lack of empirical data regarding the political 

communication in the aspect examined in this study, and (2) the v 

problems of politicla culture in the location of the study, 

Thammasat University which calls 'for information expected to be 

uncovered in this study. 

The proposition that postulates the relationship between 

political culture and communication behavior provides an attrac

tive focus for communication research. Blumler and Gurevitch 

(1975) stated that uses and gratifications study "Provides a 

point of departure for generating a conceptual framework in 

which a series of comparative political communication studies 

could be anchored" (P.189). Each society is characterized by a 

unique combination of structures and institutions, and within 

this framework society's individuals behave, react, act, and 

interact, subject to the potentialities and restrictions presented 

to them by interacting bundles of biological,psychological, and 

social variables; thus, it would be beneficial to theory con

struction to look at needs, gratifications, media uses, and some 

psychological determinants of needs that lead to information 

consumption in different societies. Attractive as the subject 

may be, it appears that our state of knowledge about mass media 
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exposure and modernization in underdeveloped (or developing, for 

that matter) societies is relatively underdeveloped (McLeod, 

Rush, and Friederich,1969). Though it has been postulated 

that "it is the combined product of psychological dispositions, 

sociological factors, and environmental conditions that determines 

the specific uses of the media by different members of the audience" 

(Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch, 1974, P.516), most of the studies 

that have been carried out in societies other than the United 

States have concentrated on demographic variables (age, sex, income, 
# 

education, etc.) as they are related to general patterns of media 

exposure.. Rarely were the psychological factors considered. 

One psychological variable that is interesting here is 

"need for orientation", the variable that has been* proposed by McCombs 

and Weaver (1973) in their study of agenda-setting. McCombs (1976) 

argued that "one psychological concept which begins to explain 

individual variation in attention to mass communication is need 

for orientation) a psychological variable postulating an inherent 

curiosity about the surrounding environment" (P.2). 

The term need for orientation, is adopted here to study 

Thammasat University students' information consumption on the 

assumption that when someone has p. need for orientation, the 

orientation can be cognitive--just need-to-know, affective--need 

to evaluate stimuli in the environment, or defensive—need to pro

tect one's own dispbsition-v What kind of orientation is more 

needed that another should be reflected in the gratification the 

individual expects of the information 
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McCombs and Weaver (1973) defined need for orientation 
i 

by degree of relevance and uncertainty. The authors pointed out 

(see Figure 1) that it is this need for orientation that explains 

exactly why some people use the mass media more than others. In 

their study (1973), they concluded : 

Need for orientation, defined by degree of relevance 
and uncertainty does sharply discriminate use of 

. mass media to obtain political information...(p.22) 

McCombs (1972) also argued that a voter did not come to mass 

media as a tabular form to be written upon, and that "even among 

individuals of similar demographic and ideological backgrounds 

the motivations to attend to various media and paticular messages 

within them and the gratifications obtained from exposure varied 

widely/' 
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Despite many studies conducted in the U.S, McCombs 

suggested that more psychological variables should be adopted 

to the study of need for orientation and information consumption. 

Thus, it is a purpose of this study to look at some 

psychological and sociological variables relevant in the context 

of Thailand's politics and related tp Thammasat University 

studentsr uses of political information available for them on 

the campus, r • 

In order to fruitfully study psychological determinants 

of need for orientation, the study was put in the paradigm of the 

functional"analysis which assumed : 

(1) actions and phenomena of the social world are 
functionally interdependent,. . . (2) the explana
tion of behavior is found in a person's own response 
to his perceived needs, either to maintain his 
established behavioral patterns, or the adapt to 
environmental changes, so that system maintenence can 
be assured . . . (and 3 media gratification can be 
derived from) social and psychological determinants 
, .. . which include personality characteristics; social 
roles and social experience; and variations in environ
mental and situational circumstances. (McQuail and 
Gurevitch, 1974, P.289) 

In response to this first problem, three purposes of 

the study can be stated as follows: 

(1) to extend comparative study of uses and grati
fications study; 

(2) to link the uses and gratifications research with 
- - the agenda-setting by relating need for orienta

tion to gratifications individuals expect of mass 
media; and 

(3) to try to explain the different degrees of need 
for orientation by using some relevant psycholo
gical determinants derived from individuals' 
personality, social and political experiences, and 
social and political situations. 
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The second problem that prompted this study in the 

instability of political development in Thailand. The country 

has been termed a "democratic" country since the revolution in 

1932, but the struggle to cross £he threshold of genuine demo

cracy has never proved successful. Despite an accepted notion 

that communication contributes to national development, no 

studies have ever attempted to study communication behavior of 

Thai citizens, 

A lack of knowledge of citizens' uses of mass media 

for political communication may not prove to be any harm as 

long as citizen participation in politics is not a major concern. 

This was the case before 1973, 

In Thailand, the participant political culture 
has always been very weak. Tor many centuries 
the bulk of the people lived in isolated environ
ment and took no role in politics. They expected 
little or.nothing from the government in the form 
of benefits or services . . . until recently the 
overwhelming majority of Thai people have remained 
indifferent to politics. 

They have been largely unaffected by the 
concept of political equality. They have made few 
demands for political participation. (Neher,1975, 
P,226) 

However, since the student protest in 1973 that overthrew 

the last military government, changes have occurred that may 

increase the participation of citizens. In the past, it has always 

been a common belief that the political arena of Thailand accommo

dated a lot of "informed spectators" and "uninformed participants"; 

that is. those who voted did not know much about the government, 

and those who knew enough about the government, tended not to partici

pate due to their cynical attitudes and apathy developed through 
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being informed about politics. 

By 1972, however, the growing intensity of student 

unrest indicated some changes. Thai students who had been known 

for political passiveness have become politically active, and they 

are "informed activists." Thus, it is logical to conduct a study 

of students' political communication behavior to understand 

better these people whose potent capacity means very much to the 

success and the direction of politics in Thailand. 

The fast coup d'etat that took place on October 6, 1976, 

subdued a lot of students' ploitical activities, but no one could 

be certain that all of the students approved of the coup and would 

return to their classrooms as they were expected to do. Many of 

them might still wait and see how the present government is per-

formingj they might always keep themselves oriented to governmental 

decisions and activities as well as to other public affairs. 

Who are these students? What kind of motives do they have to make 

them have such a need for orientation in political information or 

"hard" news? How are their psychological motives derived from the 

present political and social situations? What gratifucations do 

they expect of the media when they attend to political and social 

situations? What gratifications do they expect of the media when 

they attend to political information in various media? All these 

questions lead to the formulation of another purpose of this study: 

(4) to attempt to explain Thammasat University 

students' communication behavior in the realm of 
political communication available for them on 
the campus in terms of their psychological deter
minants that lead to need for orientation, which in 
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turn leads to media exposure with an expectation of 
different gratifications. 

It should also be noted here that this study dealt 

with political information in everyday life, not during the 

time of political campaigns, a strategy which is popular among 

uses and gratifications researchers in political communication. 

Thus, the finding in this study should also help validate the 

gratifications developed elsewhere in relation to exposure to 

political campaigns. 

It has been hoped that this study should be interes

ting because Thammasat students have always been leaders in all 

of the political movements launched by students. The students' 

leaders have special news boards located near the amphitheartre 

building for all students to read. Most of the information on 

the boards is political news, comments and critiques. From times 

to times, there'll he some pieces of information attacking the 

university administration. 

Hardly do we find any piece of information on the board 

admixing or praising the government or the university adminis

tration. Neither have we seen information expressing students' 

- acceptance of new things offered to them by the government or 

the university administration. The students' adversary attitudes 

towards the government is quite obvious (the students here mean those 

who are responsible for the information on the board, of course). 

We hardly know how many students agree with the view

points postulated on the board. Thus, it's imparative that we 
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feel alarmed about this matter, and try to answer the above 

question. , 
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Chapter II 

Literature Review 

The literature review is divided into two parts: 

(1) Political Development and University Students in Thailand; 

and (2) Uses and Gratifications Theory and Related Studies. 

The first part serves as a basis for comparison as well as 

offering guidelines to pick out relevant psychological and 

sociological factors that might result in different degrees of need 

for orientation in political environment amont Thai university 

students. The second part looks at theoretical considerations of 

uses and gratifications research in ploitical communication, and 

empirical studies of which findings are related to the present 

study and serve as guidelines for hypothesis formulation. 

Political Development and University 

Students in Thailand 

Before the 1970*s, politics in Thailand had been cha

racterized by a remarkably high degree of stability in the 

continuing capacity of the authorities to cope with changing domestic 

and international demands and pressures to foster and sustain a 

high degree of legitimacy among the Thai citizenry as well as the 

international community. Since the 1932 revolution that overthrew 

the absolu e monarchy, Thailand has been ruled by oligarchy, with 

the preponderant power centered in the bureaucracy and the 

military. This domination of politics by a few persons resulted 

from the political passivity of Thai citirons. Since high political 
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posts are held by very few people and since governmental partici-

pation is concentrated in the bureaucracy, it is possible to domi

nate the entire political system merely by controlling the bure

aucratic structure. Extra bureaucratic institutions have been 

inconsequential and easily bypassed. The military is the best 

r organized group in the kingdom. 

Before the 1970's, the congruency between the general 

attitudes, values, and beliefs ,.of the Thais toward political objects 

and the actual structure of the political system had been seen as 

supportive of the political stability. Thus, the political 

culture has been compatible with the hierarchical, status oriented, 

patron-client structures that have been the foundation of Thai 

politics. The political system fitted the cultural pattern. 

Since 1932, Thailand has been struggling with the experiment in 

democracyf with little or no success. 

As far as experience in democracy and election process 

are concernedf Thailand had an absolute monarchy until the 

revolution of 1932. Since the revolution of 1932, there have been 

several constitutions or major revisions of constitutions. 

Regardless of how the constitutions have read, and despite the 

holding of several general elections, recent Thai political history 

has been characterized by sporadic coups d'etat which have interrupted 

the democratic experiment. Thai constitutions have not been 

considered the fundamental law of the land; rather, they have 

functioned to facilitate the rule of the regime in power. 
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The 1932 revolution did not produce a social revolution; 

the mass remained indifferent toward the government, and was little 

affected by the change in leadership. Thai society has been des

cribed as follows: 

Thai society is generally character!zed by a lack 
of rigid role conformity, and high value to place 
on individualism in the sense of spontaneity and 
absence of binding involvements; (Nehor,1975,P.226) 

Thai society is very status-conscious, and egali-
tarianism is virtually incomprehensible to a Thai. 
Every social relationship is understood in terms 
of superior-inferior; (Wilson, 1964,P.75) and 

National politics in Thailand has always involved 
very few people. (Neher,1975,P.228) 

These characteristics have their bearing on the politics 

and elections in Thailand. Elite domination of"Thai land's politics 

results in the passivity of the citizenry. The traditional attitude 

of the citizen is that "those in power have the right to ruld while 

those who are not in power have the duty to obey" (Neher,1975,P. 

238) . The average Thai citizen expects only a few to be interested 

in political activities and ideologres, and those who are in power 

should be entitled to enjoy the fruits of power. This results in 

the -clique system in the politics of Thailand as it has been 

described: 

. . . the clique system. . . forms the basis of 
political life in Thailand. The nucleus of the 
clique is the leader; the clique is held together 
by the personal ties of its members to.the leader. 
Since the outset of the constitutional era, politics 
in Thailand has been dominated by shifting 
coalitions and bureaucratic cliques. (Mezey,1973, 
P.314) 
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Philips (1958) observed that political parties had 

never represented substantial social forces but only cliques 

and individuals within the top level of the ruling class. 

Pye (1967) also said that, in general, each member 

of a political party must get elected through his own efforts. 

Party labels are incidental. 

Thus, the major factor helping to determine the 

character of politics is the Thai, tradition of absolute, pater

nalistic government. The general public tends to vote for those 

whom they have seen as "leaders," "commanders of the country," 

"good people," "kind people," "powerful people," "rich people," 

or "people of high status." Issues and political ideologies have 

had minimal effects, if they have had any at all. 

The status system and merit acquisition are still 

prevalent throughout Thai society. There are still many Thais 

who believe in the Tahi-Buddhist notion that "a person of high 

social status is also a person of high moral status." The criteria 

for class status in Thailand are various—money, family background, 

education, type of work, and general way of life. These criteria, 

in trim, become the factors determining the citizen's voting 

decision. Thus, the case is that a general election in Thailand 

always fails to give a majority to any of the political parties. 

However, many recent general elections have shown that 

students at the universities are different from the general 

population of Thailand. They have manifested political cons

ciousness as evidenced in their poll-watching and announced 
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intentions to act as a pressure •;\u.ii. Su.dents are more poli

tically active than they used to be. Thoy arc interested in 

political issues and are trying to form liu-ir views of those 

issues. They would like to see tivit political ideologies 

advocated by the political parties and f,,c. stands that the politi

cal parties take on different issues play a major role in the 

political campaign in order to dilute the elitism. 

Information gathered from the mass media leads many 

outside observers to- believe that most Thai students are 

politically active. But this may not be the case because there 

is a great factionalism among students due to many different 

reasons. A reason cited by a student leader is "the different 

levels of political consciousness and knowledge among its members" 

(Zimmerman, 1976, P.579). This should lead us to ask why there is 

a difference in levels of political consciousness and knowledge 

among students. The reasons seem to lie in the difference in 

individual motives and aspirations. 

Many university students in Thailand come from well-

to-do families, and have prescribed status without having to :• 

struggle for status achievement—both economic and social. They 

seem to lack achievement motivation, because they are satisfied 

with their present conditions. Other students, however, have 

high achievement motivation because there is a perceived discre

pancy between expectation and the event that is large enough for 

them to strive to over-come. These students seem to be those who 
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perceive no opportunity for them to climb the social ladder;' 
i 

therefore, they have a great desire for change. Their desire 

for change leads them to be interested in politics. 

Zimmerman (1976) makes an observation about student 

activists in Thailand as follows: 

To the degree that there are the beginnings of 
class differentiation in Thailand, it is evidenced 
among the students themselves. The majority of 
engineering and vocational students come from a 
different "class" pr, at least status base in Thai 
society. Few of their parents have positions of status 
and power in the "Thai Bureaucratic Polity." The 
parents*of the university students hold these 
positions. "Moderate" vs. "Radical" students could 
probably be drawn along these lines. Even the 
student leaders, however, can be differentiated on 
an economic status basis. There are few, if any, 
sons or daughters of the really wealthy among the 
activist student leaders. The loaders come from 
middle,to lower middle "class" (or status) families. 
The three major leaders themselvos, Sombat Thamrong-
thanyawongse, Seksan Prasertkul, and Thiruyundh 
Boonmee are all from families who have little or no 
status, or power in the Thai political-economic 
system, and Seksan is the poorest of them all. (p. 
578). 

• Many students in Thailand seemed to resent the fact 

that the "establishment" groups had long dominated Thai politics, 

and this was evidenced by the fact that over 200,000 of them 

joined the revolt on October 14, 1973, to overthrow the military 

government. However, political activities of organized student 

groupa after the revolt proved to be causes of students' failure 

in political participation because a series of student-led demon

strations and violent protests alienated much of the populace, in

cluding students who did not join the organizations. Factionalism 
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among students became so prominent That it con • to tne point 

where violence between the rightist students aln the leftist stu

dents was inevitable, when the vocational students (rightist) 

attacked Thammasat University (the "citadel" or the leftists). 

Since the political situation in Thailand is not stable,these many 

students are still uncertain whether the end of student partici

pation in politics has come. They might still be waiting for a 

right moment to make a comeback. Who are they? How do they 

read to the political.information available for them on campus? 

There are the questions that this study tried to uncover. 

In order to find out what kind of student is likely 

to be politically active, and still waits for a chance to make 

a comeback of full political participation, let's look at some 

of the causes of the student political unrest in Thailand. 

Darling Q974) analyzed the situation of student unrest in 

Thailand, and derived the following causes: 

The rapid increase in the number of students during 
the preceding decade,. . . the conflict in the 
minds of a rapidly expanding student population 
induced by high personal aspirations and low levels 
of individual achievement, . . . declining state 
of economy, . . . (and) the hostile student 
reaction against the government, (pp.6-10) 

While the government increased the university enrollment, 

it increased the number of students who came from low economic 

and social status. Education is one way to climb the social 

ladder in Thailand, but ivhen employment opportunities are scarce, 

and the spoils system is widely practiced, university graduates' 
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whose social and economic status -vc low cann. t expect that 

education would help them achieve the jobs to which they aspire. 

The discrepancy between their achievement and their aspiration 

resulting from their status inconsistency (hij;h education but 

low social and economic status) leads some students to be hostile 

to the government and to try to exert pressure on the government. 

In the light of this literature review, the psychological and 

sociological factors that could be considered relevant in pre

dicting individual degree of need for orientation in political 

infoi-matton aret political alienation, achievement motivation, 

and leftist inclination. 

Many Thai university students could very well look at 

the present political environment as a mjaor obstacle for their 

upward mobility. Therefore, one might expect that they are 

likely to seek more political information to help them prepare 

for social movement needed for altering power distribution in the 

Thai society. 

Now that the "establishment" (namely military officers, 

big businessmen, and high-ranked bureaucratic officials) have 

returned to the political arena of Thailand, many students must feel 

greater stress, more alienation, and would have high achievement 

motivation for social changes. All of these, in turn, should 

increase their need for orientation. As most of the members of 

the establishment groups are rightist, one might also expect that 

the majority of the unhappy students would be inclined toward left

ist ideology. 
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Uses and Gratifications : Functional 

Approach to a Study of Political Communication 

The functional approach to a study of mass communi

cation arises in response to the empirical difficulties encountered 

in the effect approach. Swanson (1976) in his review of uses 

and gratifications studies in political communication research 

stated: 

The functionalist approach enjoyed brief currency 
in American communication research, especially in 
the 1940rs and was notably pursued by a number of 
attitude theorists within; social psychology during 
the late 1950rs and early 1960's. (p.4) 

However, the recent revival of functionalism in mass communication 

research has led to a pursuit of several j.ssues other than those 

examined in the 1940's or 1950?s. 

In its early stage, functionalists in communication 

research believed that in any society, the communication system 

performed certain tasks to help the society conduct its affairs. 

Lasswell (-1948} first proposed three functions of the media on a 

microsociological level; they are: surveillance, correlation, and 

transmission of social heritage. Wright (1960) later added the 

fourth functions-entertainment. Schramm (1964), in discussing 

mass communications and national development called the three 

functions proposed by Lasswell watchman, forum, and teacher. 

In the view of functionalism, "there is a peculiarly 

intimate relationship between the political process and the 

communication process" (Pye,1976, P.153). The communication 
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process provides for social control and social change. It has 

been said: 

On the one hand, they (communication systems) 
make for stability, since they always tend to 
portray the values and beliefs of the society in 
which they operate. . . . On the other hand, com
munication systems also bring about change, since 
they are one means by which the existing is 
challenged....,Thus on the one hand, they tend to -
maintain status guo and the other to disrupt it. 
(Peterson, Jensen, and Rivers, 1956, P.18) 

Viewed In this context, functionalism in communication is 

concerned with examining those consequences of mass communications 

which affect the normal operation, adaptation, or adjustment of a 

given political or social system. 

In its recent development, functionalism covers a 

broader spectrum of media functions. It has been revived by the 

gTowth of uses and gratifications studies, which departed from 

the traditional study of the effects of mass communications. 

While the effect-oriented communication research is . 

concerned with the questions of who controls the mass media 

messages, and what effects the media messages would have on the 

audience, the uses and gratifications research stays away from 

such attitudinal and behavioral change focus, and turns to a 

greater emphasis on audience needs and gratifications. Katz 

and Gurevitch (1973) in their discussion of uses and gratifications 

research stated? 

, . . people blend the media to their needs more 
readily than the media overpower them; that the 
media are at least as much agents of diversion 
and entertainment as of information and influence 
. . .the selection of media and content, and the 
uses to which they are put, are considerably 
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influenced by socinl role and psychological 
pre-disposit ion. (pp. 16-1-165) 

This approach differs from both the hypo lermic and limited effects 

models in proposing that.roedia audiences are comprised of active 

and selective individuals who û e the media for specific purposes. 

In this functional approachf "wh.it media do to an audience may not 

be as relevant as what audiences do with the m*dia" (O'Keefe, 1974, 

P. 8), 

In this context, audience needs and their antecedents 

become the focal interest. Not only does the uses and gratifications 

approach ask how the media gratify individuals, but it also asks 

how and why they are differently intergrated into social institu-

tions. They began assembling as comprehensive a list as possible 

of social and psychological needs said to be satisfied by exposure 

to the mass media (Katz, Girrevitch, and Hass, 1973). 

Man's needs, personality, and other social factors are 

considered to explain human organisms that actively choose to be 

exposed to, to avoid, and to make uses of - communication stimuli 

in accordance with his own personal situation, experience, needs, 

wants, and expectations. Man is powerful, and is capable of utilizing 

the communications message. Atkin (1973) discussed how man could 

utilize communication messages as follows: 

A message has instrumental utility for the receiver 
when it provides him with a help ul input for 
responding to everyday environment stimuli or for 
defending personal dispositions. He may need infor
mation to keep abreast of government actions, to 
guide his consumer decision making, or to reinforce 
his political preference. This type of information 
needs to generate intrinsic motivation to seek 
messages from mass media sources, (p.205) 
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Thus, it seems that the uses and gratifications study 

with its functional approach is a fruitful study of political 

communication. 

Uses and gratification researchers shift the impact 

of media from the effects of producers1 intentions to the effects 

of audiences' intentions, which depend on sociological context 

and active psychological process. An audience member is an 

orientation seeker who uses media £o serve this purpose, This 

need ofr cognition or need for orientation could be taken as a 

secondary drive, and as such we could assume that it is learned 

from responding to several stimuli in the environment. That is 

why the uses and gratification approach recognizes that two kinds 

of influence shape the^intervening variables. It is postulated; 

First, it assumes that uses of the media depend 
upon the sociological milieu of the audience. The 
structure of groups and contexts in which the 
audience is situated. Second, uses and gratifications 
research rests upon the psychological principle 
that human perception is not a passive registering 
process but an active organizing and structuring 
process. Thus, gratification sought by the audi
ence are assumed to result from active psychological 
processed of Constructing lines of action. (McQuail 
and Gurevitch, 1974, P.227) 

The uses and gratifications research can be best understood 

by the precise description given by Katz et al. (1974): 

(1) the social and psychological origins of (2) needs, 
which generate (3) expectations of (4) the mass media 
or other sources, which lead to (5) differential patterns 
of media exposure (or engagement in other activities), 
resulting in (6) need gratifications and (7) other 
consequences, perhaps mostly unintended ones. (p.510) 

These quthors also added that in order to conduct a study of com-
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munication via uses and gratifications approach, no Ins to 

assume the following: 

The audience is conceived oi as active, i.e., an 
improtant part of mass media use is assumed to 
be goal directed. . . Tn the mass communication 
process much initiative in linking need gratification 
and media choice lies with the audience member. . . 
The media compete with other sources of need 
satisfaction. The needs served by mass communication 
constitute but a segment of the wider range of 
human needs, and the degree to which they can be 
adequately met through mass media consumption 
certainly varies. . . . Methodologically speaking, 
many of the goals of mass media use can be derived 
from data supplied by individual audience members 
themselves--i«e., people are sufficiently self-aware 
to ,be albe to report their interests and motives in 
particular cases, or at least to recognize them when 
confronted with them in an intelligible and familiar 
verbal formulation. Value judgements about the 
cultural significance of mass communication should 
be suspended while audience orientations are explored 
on their own terms, (pp.510-511) 

One might appreciate these advantages by looking at the 

flexibility of the paradigm of this approach given by Rosengren 

(1964), The paradigm (see Figure 2 and Table 1) employs broad 

terms in each position, which allows a variety of directions. A 

Researcher can apply the paradigm within the framework of func

tional ism to fit his purpose, as the present author did in this 

study (see Figure 3). 

We begin with students' basic needs that would determine 

as well as interact with their psychological and sociological 

factors are political alienation, achievement motivation, and 

leftist inclination. Coupled with the structure of the surrounding 

society, including the political situation in Thailand, these 

psychological and sociological factors, in part, determine how the 
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students will perceive the relevance and the certainty of 
l 

political courses in Thailand. They will also help to determine 

how students will perceive of anticipate solutions. The combina

tion of how students perceive the problems and solutions consti

tutes for their differential motives for attempts at gratification 

seeking or problem-solving behavior, resulting in their differen

tiated patterns of exposure to political information. The infor

mation gained, on the other han^, will help to determine the 

students'" subsequent behaviors-devaluation of the government 

work, patterns of gratification or non-gratification, engagement 

in interpersonal communication. These subsequent behaviors, then, 

will reinforce or change the students' needs and other psychological 

and sociological facjtors. The process then begins its cycle 

again» Thus, we can see that in this paradigm, each variable at 

different points in time can be either a dependent or an independent 

variable 

McNelly and Fonseca (1964) in their study of the uses 

of mass media by Costa Rican university students asserted that 

students In developing countries were said to be easier to launch 

into the Marxist struggle than were workers or peasants. 

Their findings showed a significant relationship between 

status and exposure. "Among students of high socioeconomic status 

54% belong to the high exposure group, while only 35% of the low 

status students had high exposure" (p.228) 
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PARADIGM OUTLINE OF USES AND GRATIFICATIONS RESEARCH 

; i « i « •. n < T i > < i < • i n i • i ' •• • ' 
• ^ . I • t » ' T ' T * I I I « T • H 1 » ' ^ » • » • * ^ > ' ^ r ^ ' w < ^ « . . . • — ^ • • • • • . • • - - i • • , , . . . 

1» Certain basic human needs of lower 
and higher order 

2. Differential combinations of intra-
and extra-individual characteristics 

3. The structure of the surrounding 
society, including media structure 

4. Differential combinations of 'individual 
problems, being more or less strongly 
felt, 

5. Perceived solutions to these 
problems; 

under interaction 
with 

and also with 

result in 

as well as 

the combination of 
problems and solutions 
constituting 

6. Differential motives for attempts 
at gratification-seeking or 
problem-solving behavior, 

7. Differential patterns of actual 
media consumption 

8. Differential patterns of other 
behaviorf 

9. Differential patterns of gratifi
cations or non-gratifications 

10. The individual's combination of 
intra-* and extra-individual 
characteristics 

11x The media structure and other 
social, political, cultural 
and economic structures in society. 

resulting in 

and 

both behavior 
categories giving 

and possibly 
affecting 

as well as, 
ultimately 

Note: From "Uses and Gratifications: A Paradigm Outlines," by 
Karl Erik Rosengren, in The Uses of Mass Communications, 
ed. Jay Blunder and Elehu' Katz (Beverly Hills: Sage 
Publications, 1974), P.270. 
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. " ' • ' ; • • ( • -

Becker and Preston (1979) analyzed the relationship 
• 

between the U.S. citizen's information consumption and his 

degree of political activity, using data from the 1964 Election 

Study of the Survey Research Center. The authors found that 

information consumption had the strongest mean association 

across all activity variables. .This suggested that mass media use 

accounted for considerable variance in political activity. The 

authors also found that the index of political efficacy was high

est when levels of information consumption education, and income 

were the highest, and that education had a considerably higher 

association with political efficacy than did information consump

tion. Becker and Preston did their study in the U.S., where poli

tical stability is high, and found that those whit consistently 

high status were heavy media users. However, this might not be 

the case in Thailand, where the political stituation is relatively 

unstablev 

Chaffee^ Ward, and Tipton (1970) looked at the relation

ship among information consumption, political knowledge, and 

campaign activity among junior high students, and found different 

relationships between information consumption political activity. 

They found that for the young junior high students, any exposure 

to political information tended to expose increased their 

political knowledge, but its influence does not extend to overt 

behavior such as campaigning activities. It would be interesting 

to find out whether the absence of a relationship between informa-
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tion exposure and political activity will hold if the subjects 

are university students and other psychological and sociological 

factors are introduced into the equation. Bishop conducted a 

study in Lima, Peru, focusing on the mass media uses, political 

knowledge, and support of democracy. It was hypothesized that 

democratic orientation was related to one's political knowledge 

level, which in turn can Be associated with a pattern of informa

tion-seeking through the mass media. Democratic orientation was 

defined as "attitudinal support for a governmental system that 

extends rights and participation privileges to the widest possible 

number of citizens" (p.60). The hypothesis was based on previous 

findings that active political position, either liberal or conser

vative, was associated with media use and that there was a negative 

relation between a passive political orientation and media use. 

The predictors of information seeking were measured by 

age, education, occupation, the discussion of current items in 

i 

the news, relaying of news to uninformed persons, and discussion 

at work of national and international..- affairs. The author found 

that the predictors and media indice still acccinted for significant 

proportions of variance in the political knowledge relationship. 

The results indicated that a pattern of political information-

seeking in a relatively free media system may be associated with 

the acquisition of a political orientation. It would be inter

esting also to further this kind of study by using psychological 

and sociological factors as predictors in the model instead of 

the ones used by Bishop. In the present "study, these factors are 
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political alienation, leftist inclination, achievement motivation, 

and political efficacy view point. 

The following are some of the psychological and socio

logical factors that have been examined. Berelson (1959) and 

Katz and Foulkes (1962) reviewed the concept of escape in the 

context of media use and argued that an alienated person did not 

always seek fantasy-related content, but fie might very well seek 

reality-related content in order to maintain effective social and 

political roles, They also suggested that an alienated person 

did not always use media as a compensation for social contacts, 

but may sometimes use media to find means to come back to actual 

social relations» Katz and Foulkes concluded their review as 

followsi 

Thus "escapist drives" do not invariably lead to 
"escapist exposure patterns"} indeed, there are 
routes of escape available in addition to the mass! 
media. Nor does "escapist content" function as 
escape for all who are exposed; indeed "non-
escapist" content may function for some as escape. 
(p.387) 

Rees (1966) looked at another psychological factor— 

achievement motivation—as it was related to communication 

behavior* The study included two surveys conducted in Durham 

and Charlotte, North Carolina. The study found that the achievement 

motivated.men used more of the media than low need achievers, except 

in amount of television viewing. Atkin (1973) tried to explain the 

degree of need for information as a function of extrinsic uncertainty. 

Atkin stated: 
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The need for information is a function of extrinsic 
uncertainty produced by a percei\ed discrepancy 
between the individuals' current level of certainty 
about important environmental objects and a 
criterion state he siiks to achieve, (p.206) 

The uncertainty about an event will lead a person to seek infor

mation to serve his need for four basic types of information--

surveillance, guidance, performance, and reinforcement. The 

four types of information would help an individual achieve cognitive 

adaptation^-.awareness and understanding of stimuli, affective adap

tation-^ forming an effective disposition toward the stimuli, beha

vioral adaptation—^implementation- of action to accomplish a 

particular action sequence successfully, and defensive adaptation— 

defending one's cognitive orientation. 

All these four adaptations can be translated into "need 

for orientation" (McCombs and Weaver, 1973), wliich could incorporate 

cognitive orientation, affective orientation, behavioral or integra

tive orientation, and defensive orientation. Atkin (1973) proceeded 

to teview a wide variety of correlational evidance that indicated 

the important role of uncertainty in determining information 

seeking patterns^ and concludedt 

The data consistently show that people attend 
message that provide instrumental utility for 
adapting to practical environmental and psychological 
problems. It is clear that mess ige exposure is 
frequently affected by informational needs associated 
with the formulations of orientations and behaviors, 
(p.284) 

Thus, it is logical to measure an individual's need for orientation 

in terms of perceived relevancy and uncertainty of any event. 
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What gratification an individual expects of his media consumption 

should also be related to his orientation need--cognitive, affective, 

behavioralt defensive, or some kind of combination among these 

four. 

Gratification is another important concept in the func

tional approach ot mass communication research. It is as important 

to know what people expect from the media as to know how they use 

the mediav This approach has npt yet been fully applied in 

developing nations (Katz et ai.,P.376}. 

'Five gratifications have consistently been examined in 

the study of used and gratifications in the U.S. The five gratifi

cations are described as followst 

Audience members seeking vote guidance (italics in 
t;he original) want help in making a voting decision. 
Reinforcement-seekers (italics in the original) have 
already' made a decision and have turned to the media 
to gain support. Persons using the media for 
surveillance (italics in the original) of the poli
tical" environment hope to keep in touch with events 
in the world around them. Excitement (italics in 
the original) seekers are spectators in the competitive 
sport of politics and seek the conflicts and uncertain
ties of the electoral process. Those who use the media 
because of anticipated communicat ions (italics in 
the original]' are seeking aimnunilion for future 
arguments. (Becker, 1976, P.28) 

In the present study, the gratification is also a crucial 

one. It will be interesting to find out how the 

In terms of national development, mass communication is 

seen as an essential ingredient for modernization. On the other 

hand, in terms of individual adaptation, communication can be 

considered as an important and essential ingredient of social mobi

lity. It is a means to Imporve both one's psychological and socio-

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



32 

logical situation. The empirical evidence in many of the related 
4 

studies suggests that a person with psychological discomfort and 

dissatisfaction with his sociologicr; 1 environment would tend to 

be a heavy attender to political information to find meand to 

ends-^improvement of his sociological state and reduction of 

psychological discomfort. 
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• 

Research Conceptualization 

Research Questions 

Based on the aforesaid current problems the purpose 

of this study were translated into the following research 

questions about political communication behavior among thai 

university students. r 

1. Do relatipnships exist between political efficacy 
feeling, alienation, achievement motivation, and 
leftist inclination on the one hand and need for 
orientation on the other? 

2. Is need for orientation related to exposure to 
political information on campus? 

3. What gratifications account for significant 
proportion of variance in exposure to political 
information on campus? 

4. What is the students/ interpersonal communication 
behavior concerning political information? 

5. What are the students attitudes towards and the 
supports for political information on the boards on 
the campus and the people who. are responsible for 
the information? 

Hypotheses -

Based on the assumption that individuals with stress 

and discomfort should be striving to reduce the stress and dis

comfort, it was expected that these students would require 

information ofr discomfort-reducing action and/or attitudes. 

As the Westablishment" had returned to the scene of Thailand's 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



34 

politics, and restricted political participation among Thai 

citizens, it was expected that there would be n number of 

students who felt alienated who wanted to regain full participation. 

It could be expected that these alienated individuals would watch 

closely the government decisions and activities to keep themselves 

informed about the political environment as well as to seek action 

decision guidance. This expectation was inferred from the 

evidence in other studies which indicated that deprivation or 

alienation was positively related to media exposure. 

Considering the assumption that the discrepancy between 

one's ideal expectation and the actual relevant event leads to 

high achievement motivation, it was expected that students who saw 

the discrepancy between their ideal political < nvironment and 

the actual political environment in Thailand would have high 

achievement motivation. As a highly achievement-motivated person 

should work hard to achieve his goal, it was expected that he would 

keep himself informed and be consistently looking for action 

guidance. J 

Another sociological factor-^leftist inclination—had 

not,been studied elsewhere in uses and gratifications research, 

but it was felt that the concept was relevant in this study. 

Based on the assertion that individuals with political stress 

and discomfort support social changes and changes in power 

distribution in society, and are sources of revolutionary leaders, 

these individuals were expected to be leftist-inclined. 
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Operational Definitions 

Thammasat university students were those who are currently 

enrolled in Thammasat university. 

Alienation was measured by the sum of students' scores 
•• > ' ' — » • 

on agreement or disagreement on a LiRert scale of 5 points. The 

statements were adapted from Olsen's (1966) political alienation 
r 

in Measures of Social Psychological Attitudes. 
* 

Achievement motivation was measured by the sum of students * 
« < • — , . . . . , . 

scores on agreement or disagreement on a Lidert scale of 5 points, 

including the perceived opportunities to improve standards of 

life in the present political situation. 

Leftist inclination was measured by the summed score of 

studentsrs agreement or disagreement on Likert-type statements 

selected and adapted from items highly correlated with the total score 

on a 62-ritem New Left Scale developed by Christie et al. (1969) and 

by the Survey Research Center. 

Need for orientation was measured by hhe total score of the 

student's perceived relevancy and uncertainty of political development 

in Thailand (McCombs and Weaver, 1973), where 
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(a) relevancy was measured by the student's agreement of 

disagreement on the Likert items about the importance 

of political direction, people i i power, and knowledge 

of public affairs, government af'airs, to his life. 

Cb) uncertainty was measured by the .student's agreement 

or disagreement or the Likert items about how he feels 

about the likelihood of political changes in Thailand. 

Political Efficacy was measured by fie total score of student'< 

agreement or disagreement on a S^point Likert scale to statements 

expressing the performance of the present government. 

Gratifications were, measured by the total score of the 

studentrs response in terms of how much each of the given statements 

applied to them as a reason for attending to political information. 

The statements for different gratifications were selected 

from a collection of gratification statements contained in McLeod's 

(1974) "Testing the Validity of Media Gratifications Through 

Political Effects Analysis." 
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The foregoing conditions and assumptions led to the 

following hypotheses, which were formulated to test the relation

ships among the variables suggested by Rosengren s uses and 

gratifications paradigm. 

HI : Surveillance is positively related to exposure to 

campus news on the board. 

H2 : Anticipated conversation is positively related to 
r 

exposure to campus news on the board. 

H3 : Action guidance is positively related to exposure to 

campus news on the board. 

H4 : Excitement is positively related to exposure to campus 

news on the board. 

H5 : Reinforcement is positively related to exposure to 

campus news on the board. 

H6 : Expected gratification is positively related to exposure 

to campus news on the board. 

H7 : Need for orientation is positively related to exposure 

to campus news on the board. 

H8 : Relevance is positively related to exposure to campus 

news on the board. 

H9 : Uncertainty is positively related to exposure to campus 

news on the board. 
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H10 : Political alienation is positively related to 

exposure to campus news on the board. 

Hll : Political efficacy is negatively related to exposure 

to campus news on the board. 

H12 : Achievement motivation is positively related to exposure 

to Campus news on the board. 

H13 : Leftist inclination is positively related to exposure 
t 

to campus news on the board. 
i 

H14 : Attitudes towards! the contents are positively related 
i 

to the support fojr the presenting of political news 

on campus. ! 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



J 

Chapter IV 

METHODOLOGY 

Sampling 

A quota sample of 343 students was used in this study. The quota 

was based on the number of students currently enrolled in each of the 

8 faculties in the university. It's believed that this sample would 

a good representation of the Thammasat student population. 

Data Collection Procedures 

Self-administered questionnaires were constructed and 

distributed among the students included in the sample. 

The questionnaires were made available to the selected students 

through a group of hired students on campus.' This procedure was selected 

because it was expected to yield a high return rate. Based on previous 

experience, it is known that a very small number of university students 

respond to a questionnaire sent to them by mail. But if one is asked 

to administer the questionnaire by a nice person, most of the students 

will co-operate. 

\ 
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The questionnaire was comprised primarily of Likert-type scale 

items of 5 points with a few fixed choiced and open-ended questions 

as the nature of the questions and/or the operational definitions 

dictated (see Appendix 1) 

Statistical Analysis 

One-way frequencies are used to describe general attitudes 

and communication behavior of the students. Chi-square is also used 

to test the postulated hypotheses. 
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Chapter V 

Research Findings 

• 

The findings of this study are presented here in two forms— 

one-way frequency and joint frequency. One-way frequencies are used 

to describe the characteristics of the sample In order to look at 

the communication and political culture among the respondents— Thammasat 

r 

students. Joint frequencies are used to test the hypotheses formulated 

in the study, using chi-square. This study then become bivariate in 

nature. 
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Table 1 : Frequency of Exposure 

Frequency N = 343 

Never 12.5 

Rarely ,. 56.3 

Frequently 27.4 

Everyday 3.5 

No answer * 0.3 

Total 100.0 
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Though only 12.5 % have never pay attention to the 

political news on the campus board, very few of the students are 

frequently exposed to it. In fact, approximately 31 % read this 

type of news frequently, and over 56 % rarely read it. The data 

seem to indicate that there's low interest in this type of information 

on campus. It's catering to less than one third of the sample. 
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Table 2 : Recalled Subjects 

Politics 

Economics 

Social + Culture 

Campus Mews 

Others 

No answer 

Total 

No.l 

(N=343) 

• 

54.8 

5.2 

5.8 

11.7 

1.7 

20.7 

100.0 

No. 2 

(N«=343) 

30.3 

11.1 

7.3 

12.8 

1.2 

37.3 

100.0 

No. 3 

(N=343) 

18.7 

6.4 

6.4 

12.0 

1.7 

54.8 

100.0 

No. 4 

(N=343) 

7.0 

2.0 

3.8 

8.5 

0.3 

78.4 

100.0 

No. 5 

(N=343) 

2.9 

1.5 

1.5 

4.4 

0.3 

89.5 

100.0 
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Politics is the most frequent type of content presented on 

campus board. The recall score far the number one topic that the students 

remember is 54.8 %, which is for ahead the number two on the list; campus 

news has a recall score of 11.7 %. Looking at the columns for the 

second and the third mentionings, politics is still the number one 

recalled topic of both columns.. Thus, it's quite obvious that the 

news on campus boards is very much political-oriented. 

r 
• 

Next to political news, campus news has the second high 

recall score. However, the difference is appreciatively large. The 

data seem to indicate that the writers of the news on campus board are 

watching government performance more than they are university 

administration. 

The third high recall score goes to economics, and the 

difference between the second and the third is relatively small, 

especially in the column of second mentioning. If we can assume that 

economics of the country also reflects the political efficacy in 

Thailand, the data further validate the assumption the writers of the 

board pay more attention to government affairs than they do to university 

affairs. 

Social and culture news takes up a very small proportion of 

the space as evidenced in a very low recall score in the data. 
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Table 3 : Attitudes Towards Subjects 

Attitudes N • 343 

Disagree 0.6 

Rather Disagree 6.7 

Undecided 31.5 

Rather Agree 42.0 

Agree 4.1 

No answer 15.1 

Total 100.0 

/ 
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About 7 % of the sample say that they disagree with the views 

expressed in the contents of the news on the board, 31.5 % are in a 

dilemma, and 46.1 % appear to agree to the views. However, only 4.1 % 

of them express a strong agreement. 

The data do validate the selective exposure hypothesis; that 

is, those who perceive that the contents are not in conflict with their 
r 

predispositions are more'likely to read news on the board. 
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Table 4 : Attitudes Towards the Source 

Attitudes N - 343 

« 

Prejudiced Against Governmetit 5.5 

Rather Prejudiced Against Government 58.9 

Fair 16.9 

Rather Advocating the Government 2.3 

Advocating the Government 16.0 

No answer 15.7 

Total 100.0 
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The data in Table 4 explain why the students don't show strong 

agreement with the views expressed on the board; they perceive that 

the writers of the news were prejudiced against the government. In 

fact, over 64 % of them believe that the writers are prejudiced, and 

only 17 % of them think that the writers are fair. None the less, about 

18 % of the respondents believed that the writers of the news were. 

advocating the government. Based on the observation of the author that 

the news on the boards frequently criticizes the government, one may 
« 

say that the criticism has not yet met with their contempting feeling 

towards the government. 

This finding does indicate that the writers go to the extreme 

in criticizing the government, as we can see from the data that even 

many students rather agreed with the views expressed on the boards, 

only few of them believed that the writers were fair. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



50 

Table 5 : Choice of Source in Case of Conflicting 

Information 

Choice TV. Newspapers Radio Magazine Instructor 

Board 

The other 

No answer 

Total 

15.7 

48.1 

36.1 

100.0 

35.3 

20.7 

44.0 

100.0 

25.7 

28,0 

46.3 

100.0 

28.0 

28.9 

43.1 

100.0 

20.7 

32.1 

47.2 

100.0 
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When the news on the boards is in conflict with the news from 

other sources, the respondents tended to select other sources. Only 

newspapers were perceived to be inferior to the campus boards (20.7 % 

as opposed to 35.3 % respectively). Television holds the highest 

credibility image among all the media. If the news on the campus boards 

is in conflict with that on the television, a sizably proportion of 

the respondents chose to believe in what would be said on television 

(48.1 % for television as opposed to only 15.7 % for campus boards). 

Another credible source perceived by the students was 

instructors. While 32.1 % would choose to believe the instructor, only 

20.7 % would choose to believe the campus boards, in case of conflicting 

information presented by the two sources. The discrepancies between 

radio and magazine on one hand, and the campus boards on the other are 

not significant. 

The data, however, reveal that in case of conflicting information, 

the majority of the respondents would be in a dilemma stage. They would 

not know which one they should believe. This indicates that the writers 

of the board have managed to make quite a large number of their readers 

perceive their knowledgeability of the contents. Though they have not yet 

wiped off their image of being prejudiced, they have made the audience 

believe that they are reliable in the informational perspective. 
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Table 6 : Frequency of Interpersonal Communications 

Frequency N = 343 

Never 

Rarely 

Frequently 

Very Frequently 

No answer 

Total 

7.3 

30.3 

44.6 

4.1 

13.7 

100.0 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



53 

Almost 50 % of the respondents talked about what they have 

read on the boards frequently or even very frequently. This should 

lead us to believe that politics is one of the frequent issue of 

interpersonal communication among the students of Thammasat University. 

The image of students with high political involvement has not yet 

faded away from this university, onced labeled as "the citadel of the 

leftists". 
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Table 7 : Support for the Activities 

Support N = 343 

Continued under instructor's close control 2.3 

Continued with instructor's advice 15.7 

Continued with students' free will 67.9 

No answer 14.0 

Total 100.0 
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The students seem to be enjoying the views and the contents 

presented on the campus board despite their perception of writers' 

prejudice; almost 70 % of them wanted to see this activity continue 

without any interference from instructors. Indeed, only 2.3 % wanted 

to see any control by the instructors, though 15.7 % would like to 

have instructors' advice to improve the activity. The saying that 

"there's freedom on every square inch of Thammasat University" is still 

alive and well in the stjudents' spirits. 

• 
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Table 8 : Surveillance 

Applied N = 343 

No 1.5 

Uncertain 11.1 

Yes 74.6 

No answer 12.8 

Total 100.0 
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Table 9 : Action Guidance 

Applied N = 343 

No • 3 . 8 

U n c e r t a i n 5 1 . 9 

Y e s 3 1 . 2 

No answer 1 3 . 1 

T o t a l 1 0 0 . 0 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



58 

Table 10 : Anticipated Conversation 

Applied N = 343 

No 10.8 

Uncertain 44.3 

Yes 32.1 

No answer . 12.8 

Total 100.0 
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Table 11 : Excitement 

Applied N = 343 

No * 5.8 

Uncertain 38.8 

Yes 42.3 

No answer 13.1 

Total 100.0 
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Table 12 : Reinforcement 

Applied N = 343 

No • 10.5 

Uncertain 42.9 

Yes 33.5 

No answer 13.1 

Total 100.0 
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As the respondents perceived that the writers were reliable 

in informational perspective, 74.6 % of them cited surveillance as a 

gratification they received from being exposed to political news on 

campus. Quite different from surveillance, action guidance is not a 

strong gratification for exposure; only 31.2 % believed that they read 

the political news on campus board for action guidance. This could 

be due to the respondents' perception of the writers' prejudice; 

therefore, the writers were not perceived to be reliable in instructional 

or advisory perspective. 

Though the data once revealed that 50 % of the respondents 

talked a lot about the subjects they read from the boards, only 32.1 % 

felt that they expected to use the materials from the board in their 

conversation. Thus, one might have to say that the news on the board can 

tell the respondents what to talk about in political fields, but it 

is not used as materials of talk. Again, this supports the previous 

data indicating that the audience perceived the writers to be prejudiced; 

thus, they tended not to use the views expressed on the campus boards 

to be their views. The finding here also support the agenda-setting 

hypothesis, saying that news in the media may not be successful in 

telling people how to think, but they are successful in telling people 

What to think about. As evidenced in the findings in this study, the 

students talked a lot about the things they read from the campus board, 

but only 32 % cited anticipated conversation as a gratification they 

received from reading the contents on the boards. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



62 

The stability of politics in Thailand makes it exciting to 

watch whatSgoing on in the public affairs, and this is also the case 

among Thammasat University students who read the news on campus boards. 

Over 42 % of them believed that excitement was a gratification they 

received from being exposed to political news on campus. 

Neither do we find that reinforcement is a strong gratification 

among the students who aore exposed to political news on campus boards. 

Perceived writers' prijudice must have accounted for this finding. 

Only 33.5 % cited reinforcement as a gratification received from the 

exposure. 
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Table 13 : Relevance 

Degree N = 343 

Low 0.3 

Moderate 30.0 

High 67.3 

No answer 2.3 

Total / 100.0 
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Table 14 : Uncertainty 

Degree N = 343 

High 0.9 

Moderate 28.6 

Low 69.4 

No answer * 1.2 

Total 100.0 
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Though keeping up with public affairs is relevant to the 

respondents (as 67.3 % reported high relevance score), they had low 

uncertainty of what was going on (69.4 % reported low uncertainty score). 

This indicates that the students were watching what was going on, but 

they did not believe that things would change. This could be due to 

the fact that this coalition government under general Prem Tinnasulanon 

is quite stable despite all the political unrests and attacking criticisms 

launched by opposition parties and the press, as it received a strong 

support from the military key persons. The respondents must have been 

well aware of this oalition. 
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Table 15 : Feeling of Political Alienation 

Degree N = 343 

High 1.7 

Moderate 53.1 

Low ^ 44.9 

No answer _ 0.3 

Total 100.0 
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Table 16 : Feeling of Political Efficacy 

Degree N = 343 

High 

Moderate 

Low 

No answer 

Total 

22.4 

65.3 

9.6 

2.6 

100.0 
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As they have always been strong in political movements, the 

students of Thaf-masat University have not yet lc-;t faith in their 

political role and contribution. Only 1.7 % of them felt highly politically 

alienated. About 53 % felt just moderately politically alienated. This 

seems to point out that the respondents believed that their political 

involvement was significant and could help improve political situation 

in Thailand. 

• 

The respondents, though were not in a high favor of the 

government, had not yet lost faith in political efficacy in Thailand. 

Only about 10 % believed that the political efficacy in Thailand was 

low. Though a majority of them (65.3 %) thought that the political 

efficacy in Thailand was moderate, as many as 22.4 % of them had a high 

regard for it. 

This portion of the findings explains why the respondents 

tended to perceive the writers' prejudice against the government. 
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Table 17 : Political Inclination 

Inclination N = 343 

Rightist 1.7 

Moderate 74.1 

Leftist 22.4 

No answer 1.7 

Total 100.0 
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Hardly can one find a true rightist on the Thammasat campus. 

The data show only 1.7 % of the total sample. Over one fifth (22.4%) 

could be labeled leftists while almost one third (74.1 %) of them 

were somewhere between rightist and leftist inclined. 
i 

I 
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Table 18 : Acnievement Motivation 

Degree N = 343 

High • 0.3 

Moderate 51.9 

Low 33.2 

No answer 14.6 

Total 100.0 
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Having been a society with stutus quo for quite some time, 

Thailand does not lend itself to the improvement of citizens' achievement 

motivation. As shown before that the students tended to believe that 

what had been would go on being as such, they also tended to believe that 

their lives would not change much, and it was difficult for them to live 

a better life than their parents. Less than 1 % of the respondents had 

high a chievement motivation, and as many as 33.2 % had low achievement 

motivation. 
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Table 19 : Exposure by Surveillance 

Ho Uncertain Yes Total 

Exposure 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

2 
(40.0) 

3 
(60.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

5 
(100) 

27 
(71.1) 

10 
(26.3) 

1 
(2.6) 

0 
(0.0) 

38 
(100) 

163 
(63.6) 

81 
(31.6) 

11 
(4.2) 

1 
(0.4) 

256 
(100) 

192 
(64.2) 

94 
(31.4) 

12 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.3) 

299 
(100) 

X = 2.96361 , df =6, P < .8134 
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Table 20 : Exposure by Action Guidance 

Action Guidance 

No Uncertain Yes Total 

Rarely 

Exposure Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

4 
(30.8) 

9 
(69.2) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

13 
(100) 

119 
(66.9) 

54 
(30.4) 

4 
(2.3) 

r 
(0.6) 

178 
(100) 

68 
(63.6) 

31 
(28.9) 

8 
(7.5) 

0 
(0.0) 

107 
(100) 

191 
(64.1) 

94 
(31.5) 

12 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.3) 

298 
(100) 

X = 14.38889, df = 6, P < 0.0256 
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Table 21 : Exposure by Anticipated Conversation 

.Anticioated conversation 

No Uncertain Yes Total 

Exposure 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

28 
(75.7) 

8 
(21.6) 

1 
(2.7) 

0 
(0.0) 

37 
(100) 

94 
(61.8) 

52 
(34.2) 

5 
(3.3) 

1 
(0.6) 

152 
(100) 

71 
(64.5) 

33 
(30.0) 

6 
(5.4) 

0 
(0.0) 

110 
(100) 

193 
(64.3) 

93 
(31.1) 

12 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.3) 

299 
(100) 

X = 4.35972, df = 6, P < 0.6281 
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Table 22 : Exposure by Excitement 

Excitement 

No Uncertain Yes Total 

Exposure 

Rarely-

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

11 
(55.0) 

8 
(40.0) 

1 
(5.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

20 
(100) 

92 
(69.2) 

38 
(28.6) 

3 
(2.3) 

0 
(0.0) 

133 
(100) 

89 
(61.4) 

47 
(32.4) 

8 
(5.5) 

1 
(0.7) 

145 
(100) 

192 
(64.4) 

93 
(31.2) 

12 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.3) 

298 
(100) 

X • 4.74724, df - 6, P < 0.5766 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



Table 23 : Exposure by Reinforcerne, 

Reinforcement 

No Uncertain Yes Total 

Exposure 

Rarely 

• 
Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

22 
(61.1) 

14 
(38.9) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

36 
(100) 

103 
(70.1) 

35 
(23.8) 

8 
(5.4) 

1 
-(0.7) 

147 
(100) 

67 
(58.3) 

44 
(38.3) 

4 
(3.5) 

0 
(0.0) 

115 
(100) 

192 
(64.4) 

93 
(31.2) 

12 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.3) 

298 
(100) 

X = 9.85202, df = 6 , P < 0.1310 
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Table 24 : Support by Attitudes Towards the Contents 

Attitudes 

R a t h e r TI ̂  J ^ Rather Disagree , . Unde<uded , Agree Totaj 3 Disagree Agree 

Support 

Control 

Advise 

Free Will 

Total 

1 
(50.0) 
• 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(50.0) 

2 
(100) 

2 
(9.1) 

5 
(22.7) 

15 
(68.2) 

22 
(100) 

3 
(2.8) 

24 
(22.8) 

78 
(74.3) 

105 
(100) 

2 
(1.4) 

20 
(14.9) 

121 
(84.6) 

143 
(100) 

0 
(0.0) 

2 
(14.3) 

12 
(85.7) 

14 
(100) 

8 
(2.8) 

51 
(17.8) 

227 
(79.4) 

286 
(100) 

X • 25.33627, df = 8, P < 00014 
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Out of all 5 gratifications postulated in the uses and 

gratifications model, only one — action guidance — was found to be 

related to exposure to political news on campus. 

Those who felt gratified by action gridance tended to read 

the board everyday (7.5 % as opposed to 2.3 % of those who were not 

certain of this gratification and none of those who did not feel 

gratified by it at all).. 

Though the finding does not support the uses and gratifications 

hypotheses, it does support the attitude-behavior relation. The data 

in table 24 show that the respondents who agree or rather agree with 

the views expressed on the campus news board tended to go along 

with the idea that this political news activity on campus should be 

free from instructors' control while the respondents who were undecided 

or rather disagree with the views tended to advocate instructors' 

advice to improve this news activities. 
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Table 25 : Exposure by Relevance 

Relevance 

Low Moderate High Total 

Exposure 

Never 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(100) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(100) 

1.1 

(12.6) 

62 
(60.2) 

26 
(25.2) 

2 

(l.'JT 

0 

(0.0) 

103 
(100) 

30 
(13.0) 

125 
(53.2) 

66 

(28.6) 

9 

(3.<>) 

1 

(0.4) 

231 
(100) 

43 
(12.8) 

188 
(56.1) 

92 

(27.5) 

11 

(3.3) 

1 

(0.3) 

335 
(100) 

X = 2.82443, df = 8, p < 0.9449 
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Table 26 : Exposure by Uncertainty 

Uncertainty 

High Moderate Low JPotal 

Never 

Rarely 

Exposure Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

X2 = 15.06928, df « 8, p < 0.0578 

0 17 26 43 
(0.0) (17.3) (10.9) (12.7) 

3 61 126 190 
(100) (62.2) (52.9) (56.0) 

0 18 75 93 
(0.0) (18.4) (31.5) (27.4) 

0 „ 1 11 ( 12 
(0.0) (1.0) (4.6> (3.5) 

0 1 0 1 
(0.0) (1.0) (0.0) (0.3) 

3 98 238 339 
(100) (100) (100) (100) 
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Table 27 : Exposure by Need for Orientation 

Need for Orientation 

Low High Total 

Exposure 

Never 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

43 
(12.9) 

187 
(56.0) 

92 
(27.5) 

11 
(3.3) 

1 
(0.3) 

334 
(100) 

0 
(0.0) 

6 
(66.7) 

2 
C22.2) 

1 
(11.1) 

0 
(0.0) 

9 
(100) 

43 
(12.5) 

193 
(56.3) 

94 
.(27.4) 

* 12 
(3.5) 

1 
(0.3) 

343 
(100) 

X = 298430, df = 4, P < 0.5604 
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Both relevance and uncertainty which have used to explained 

need for orientation by many western scholars prove to be unrelated 

to exposure. It seems that in an instable society like Thailand, 

relevance and uncertainty cannot explain the variance in exposure to 

public affairs information. The respondents tended to have low 

exposure. It could be due to the fact that the image of the medium 

(campus news board) is not held high enough, or that at present they 

don't see much of the possibility ofahy change. Thus, utility of the 

message is not perceived. 

As relevance nor uncertainty can explain the variance in 

exposure to political news on campus boards, need for orientation 

(computed from the former two variables) also failed to predict the 

frequency of exposure. 
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Table 28 : Exposure by Political Alienation 

Political Alienation 

High Moderate Low Total 

Exposure 

Never 

Rarely 

-Frequnet 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

0 
(0.0) 

5 
(83.3) 

1 
(16.7) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

6 
(l'OO) 

27 
(14.8) 

106 
(58.2) 

46" 
(25.3) 

3 
(1.6) 

0 
(0.0) 

182 
(100) 

16 
(10.4) 

81 
(52.6) 

47 
(30.5) 

1 
9 

(5.8) 
1 

(0.6) 

154 
(100) 

43 
(12.6) 

192 
(56.1) 

94 
(27.5) 

12 
(3.5) 

1 
(0.3) 

342 
(100) 

X = 10.07210, df = 8, P < 0.2600 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



85 

Table 29 : Exposure by Political Efficacy 

Political Efficacy 

High Moderate Low Total 

Exposure 

Never 
• 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

9 
(11.7) 

43 
(55.8) 

24 
(31.2) 

* 
1 

(1.3) 

0 
(0.0) 

77 
(100) 

28 
(12.5) 

122 
(54.5) 

64 
(28.6) 

9 
(4.0) 

1 
(0.4) 

224 
(100) 

6 
(18.2) 

20 
(60.6) 

6 
(18.2) 

1 
(3.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

33 
(100) 

43 
(12.9) 

185 
(55.4) 

94 
(28.1) 

11 
(3.3) 

1 
(0.3) 

334 
(100) 

X = 4.24397, df = 8, P < 0.8345 
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Table 30 : Exposure by Political Inclination 

Political Inclination 

Rightist Moderate Leftist Total 

Exposure 

Never 
• 

Rarely 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(16.7) 

5 
(83.3) 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

6 
,(100) 

35 
(13.8) 

147 
(57.9) 

. 63 
(24.8) 

8 
(3.1) 

1 
(0.4) 

254 
(100) 

8 
(10.4) 

42 
(54.5) 

23 
(29.9) 

J 
(5.2) 

0 
(0.0) 

77 
(100) 

43 
(12.8) 

190 
(56.4) 

91 
(27.0) 

12 
(3.6) 

1 
(0.3) 

337 
(100) 

X = 12.11512, df = 8, P < 0.1461 
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Table 31 : Exposure by Achievement Motivation 

Achievement Motivation 

High Moderate Low Total 

Exposure 

Rarely 
• 

Frequent 

Everyday 

Missing 

Total 

0 
(0.0) 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(100) 

•m 

0 
(0.0) 

1 
(100) 

23 
(12.9) 

106 
(59.5) 

41 
(23.0) 

8 
(4.5) 

178 
(100) 

16 
(14.0) 

58 
(50.9) 

36 
(31.6) 

41 

(3.5) 

114 
(100) 

39 
(13.3) 

164 
(56.0) 

78 
(26.6) 

12 
(4.1) 

293 
(100) 

X = 5.8356, df = 8 , P' < 0.4419 
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Looking at the data in Tables 28, 29, 30, and 31, one can 

see that the psychological variables — political alienation, political 

inclienation, achievement motivation, and feeling of political efficacy, 

all fail to predict the frequency of exposure. Again, it could be 

the uniqueness of the medium, namely campus news boards which are 

perceived to be.done by prejudiced writers that results in the failure 

of the hypotheses. It could also be due to the uniqueness of the 

political culture itself that makes students shy away from public affairs 

information. 

( 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

Summary 

This study looks at Thammasat university students' exposure 

to political news on campus boards prepared by an active student group. 

The research has been conducted in reference to the uses and gratifi

cations hypothesis. The problems that justify the need of this study 

are : 

1) the contents of the news are strong criticism against 

the government, which could result in students' strong 

hostile attitudes towards the government; 

2) a lack of empirical study in this perspective, that 

is, the use of psychological variables to explain 

need for orientation; and 

3) a lack of empirical study on the location of study. 

A quota sample of 343 respondents were interviewed, using a self-

administered questionnaire. 
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The variables examined in this study areas follows: 

* exposure to political news on campus board 

* attitudes towards the contents 

* attitudes towards the writers of the contents 

* recalled subject matters 

* interpersonal communication 

* support for the activity of political news presentation 

on campus 

* gratifications 

- surveillance 

- action gridance * 

- anticipated conversation 

- excitement 

- reinforcement 

* need for orientation which is explained by two variables 

- relevance J 

- uncertainty 

* psychological variables 

- political alienation 

- feeling of political efficacy 

- achievement motivation 

- political inclination 
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Exposure is used mainly as a dependent variable, and many 

bivariate hypotheses arp postulated to tost relationships between 

exposure on one hand and the other variables on the other. 

The findings reveal that a small percentage of students have 

high exposure to political news on campus boards. However, among 

them, a majority rather agree with the views expressed in the contents 

of the news. The agreement is not so strong, though. This could be 

due to the fact that the respondents perceive the writers of the news 

to be prejudiced against the government; they, therefore, do not 

express a strong agreement. 

The subject matters that the respondents can recall are 

predominantly political, indicating that the sources of the news are 

more interested in public affairs or government performance than they 

are in university affairs or university administration performance. 

Having been exposed to the information, the respondents tended 

to talk about what they have been exposed to. However, the data show 

that they talk about the subjects, but they don't feel that they can 

use what they have read from the board as materials of their conversation; 

that is, they don't feel gratified that the materials on the board help 
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them in their anticipated conversation. The data seem to support the 

agenda-setting hypothesis (a cognitive model) rather than an affective 

model. The findings also reveal that the writers are perceived to be 

knowledgeable of what they write about, but they are prejudiced in their 

views. 

The findings also prove that attitudes are related to behavior; 

the students who agree with the contents would like to see the activity 

go on at the writers' free will while those who disagree would like 

to see it go on under instructors' supervision w (advice but not control). 

Surveillance and excitement prove to be the two most strong 

gratifications the students get from the exposure. Action guidance, 

reinforcement, and anticipated conversation are not so strong in this 

case. The students want to keep up, with government affairs and are 

excited by political conflicts, but they don't think that they can use 

the information on the campus board to help them act in the society* 

Neither do they find that they get reinforcement by reading the political 

news on campus. Consequently, they don't use much of the materials in 

their conversation. 

All the gratifications, but active guidance, fail to predict the 

variance in the frequency of exposure. Action guidance, however, is 

positively related to the frequency of exposure. 
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» 
Relevance, uncertainty, and need for orientation all fail to 

predict the variance in the frequency of exposure. This could be due 

to the uniqueness of the students' characteristics, the political 

culture in Thailand, as well as the vniqueness of the political news 

on campus itself. 

Hardly do we find a rightist on the campus. Though only one 

fifth can be labeled leftists, the majority of the students body are 
« 

somewhere between the two poles of the axis of political inclination. 

None the less, Thairanasat students still have faith in their centribution 

to politics. They still value their political involvement. 

The students prove to be not to harsh to the government. They 

still believe in political efficacy \-i Thailand. The feeling might not 

be strong, but they don't think that the government is totally wrong. 

There are some, however, who think that the government's performance 

is a failure. Despite their' faith in political efficacy, the respondents 

are not very hopeful in their prospects under the present political 

situation. They, therefore, tend to have low achievement motivation; 

they don't see much of the opportunity to improve their standard of 

living. They don't believe that they can live a better life than their 

parents. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



94 

All psychological variables fail to predict the variance in the 

frequency of exposure. Leftist or rightist, students tend to be rarely 

exposed to political news on campus. Highly alienated or low alienated, 

they don't pay much attention to this source of news. Being low 

motivated, they don't want to be interested in public affairs news on 

campus. It could be due to a low objectivity image of the source. 

It could also be due to the stability of this coalition government under 

general Prem Tinnasulanon that makes the students believe that their 

knowledge in public affairs won't help them change things at present. 

The uses and gratifications hypothesis doesn't seem to hold 

very strongly in this case study. The agenda-setting hypothesis, however, 

seems to stand true in this case. The potitical news on campus does not 

tell the students how to act or how to think, but it does tell them 

what to talk about and what to think about. 
J 

Implication 

In order to sustain the spirit cf freedom in Thammasat university, 

the presentation of political news on campus board should be continued 

without administration interference. However, if the writers could be 

made realize that their lack of objectivity in criticism and their too 

strong prejudice against the government make their presentation of 

political news less interesting, it will help make the activity more 

fruitful and the audience can be better gratified. In that case, the 

uses and gratifications hypothesis might hold true. 
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The stability of 1hic cc iition v"- crm. ?ui and its current per

formance could result in students' ap:*thatic fcelinq towards the public 

affairs, which consequently puts tleai in a hopeless situation where 

their achievement motivation is low. The government should take 

advantages of its stability in the middle of all the political unrests 

to extend its sincerity to the people. Let the executives in the 

government hear the people's voice, and let them communicate the right 

information to the people for their better image. 

As far as the communication theory is concerned, one has to try 

to explain the variance in the interest in public affairs news in the 

political culture like Thailand. This study shows that many variables 

which used to successfully predict the variance in the interest in 

public affairs in the States fail to predict the same variable in the 

country with political unrests like Thailand. 

\ 

It's quite mandatory that one look for more psychological 

variables that could better explain political communication behavior 

in this type of political culture. Perception of military power, 

fellings towards the corruption, perception of nepotism, the attitudes 

towards opportunities of power, and even the attitudes towards certain 

established institutions are some variables that should be included on 

the list. 
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Thailand has always been labeled a country where the political 

arena is composed of uninformed participants and informed non-participants. 

One can't let that situation go on. The label has to be peeled off. 

Communication should be made one of the main ingredients to change the 

present political atmosphere. Hardly can one flourish democracy under 

the conditions of the present political culture. 
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Sex 1 

Year 

Faculty ( 

, 

) 

) 

) 

) 

[ ) 

( ) 

Male 

1 ( 

Low ( 

Economics 

Journalism 

Sociology 

) 

) 

( ) Female 

2 ( ) 3 

Pol. Science ( ) 

( ) Liberal Arts 

( ) Social' Work 

( ) 4 

I. 

How often do you read the news and articles on the boards near the 

amphitheatre building ? 

( ) Everyday 

( ) Almost everyday 

( ) Rarely 

( ) Never (go to section 2 and section 3) 

What are the contents that you recall ? 

I" _ _ ; t l 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

What do you generally think of the contents you have read ? 

( ) Agree ( ) Rather disagree 

( ) Rather agree ( ) Disagree 

( ) Uncertain 
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What is the most imposessive story ? 

1. Why 

What is the story that you are opposed to the most ? 

1 Why 

What do you think of the writers ? 

) very prejudiced against the government 

) rather prejudiced against the government 

) fair 

) rather advocating the government 

) truely advocating the government 

If the contents on the board are conflicting with the following 

source which are will you believe ? 

7.1 ( ) board 

7.2 ( ) board 

7.3 ( ) board 

7.4 ( ) board 

7.5 ( ) board 

) TV. 

) Newspapers 

) Radio 

) Magazine 

) Instructor's comments 

How often do you talk about the contents on the board ? 

( ) very often ( ) fairly often ( ) rarely ( ) never 

What do you think of this board activity ? 

( •) let them do it freely 

( ) let them do it under instructors' advice 

( ) let them do it under instructors' close control 

{ ) terminate it 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

9 . 
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How much the following statements apply to you when you read the board ? 

Yes Uncertain No 

1. To keep up with public affairs 

2. To keep up with the government 
performance 

3. To learn of the government policies 
and philogophy 

4. To take an appropriate action in the 
current situation 

5. To try to contribute to society 

6. To find ways to survice in this society 

7. To get something to talk with my family 

8. To get something to talk with friends 

9. To get something to discuss with my 
instructors 

10. To see whether the government will survice 

11. To enjoy the conflicts in the society 

12. I agree with the writers 

13. I feel good to read all those criticism 
against the government 
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II. 

What do you think of tne following statements 

Rather Rather 

It's important to keep up with 
public affairs 

Agree - ̂ ^ Uncertain Disagree Agree Disagree a 

( ) 

Political changes affect my life ( ) 

Governmental changes affect my prospects ( ) 

I care about the politr cal power in ( ) 
Thailand 

I'm certain that this government ( ) 
will survice the term 

I'm certain the military power will 
last in Thailand's political arena ( ) 

What ever political changes take 
place nothing in Thailand will change 

The political course in Thailand 
todays is what you always expect 

Your political involvement is 
important 

People's voicewill be heard and 
considered by the government 

People's political involvement will 
improve political sitnation in 
Thailand 

Students can effectively voice 
people's need 

The present government is leading the 
country in a right direction 

The present government takes care 
of the economic problems effectively 
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Rather • Rather 
Agree „ Uncertain „. 

Agree Disagree 

The present government sincerely 
promoting democracy 

It's still posible to use legal and 
ethical ways to change Thai society 

There should be a pressure group to 
radically change Thai politics 

The capitalism is Thialand is 
effective and fair 

* 
Social classes are invitable reality 
in Thailand 

You are willing to hold your 
parents' occupation 

You believe that you can have a 
better family than your parents 

In the present social situation, 
you can improve your socioeconomic 
status 

What ever the society will be, you 
never feel discouraged or lose 
faith in improving your life 

--

III. (For those who have never read the board only) 

1." How often do your walk by the amphitheatre ? 

) Everyday 

\ Almost everyday 

) Fairly often 

) Rarely 

) Never 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



Ill 

2. How much free time you hour on campus ? 

( ) over 5 hours 

( ) over 3 hours but less than 5 hours 

( ) over 1 hour but less than 3 hours 

( ) less than 1 hour 

3. What do you think the stories on the board are about ? 

(Rank them from 1-3 according to the perceived frequency of appearance) 

( ) university affairs 

( ) student affairs 

( ) politics 

( ) economics 

( ) social 

( ) culture 

( ) other" 

4. How knowledgeable do you think the writers are ? 

( ) Very knowledgeable 

( ) rather knowledgeable 

( ) rather ignorant 

( ) very ignorant 

5. What do you think of the writer ? 

( ) very prejudiced against the government 

( ) rather prejudiced against the government 

( ) fair 

( ) rather advocating the government 

( ) truely advocating the government 
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Why don't you read the board ? 

Yes Uncertain No 

The writers don't know what the write about. ( ) ( ) ( ) 

The writers are prejudices. ( ) ( ) ( ) 

I don't agree with the writers. ( ) ( ) ( ) 

I'm not interested in the subjects. ( ) ( ) ( ) 

It's no use reading it. ( ) ( ) (. ) 

I don't have time. * ( ) ( ) ( ) 

I don't walk by that way. ( ) ( ) ( ) 

I can find a better source of information. ( ) ( ) ( ) 
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