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Address by Mr. Vijay Menon, Secretary-General, AMIC at the 
Reception for the Seminar on "International Radio Broadcasting 
in the Asia/Pacific Region", September 1, 1986. 

Fellow Participants and Organisers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We eh=e delighted when Prof. Kato phoned us in April to inquire if 

AMIC would be willing to co-host a meeting on Shortwave Broadcasting 

in September. We wdKalso a little dismayed. The pace of our 

activities picks up in the second half of the year. Right now, 

AMIC programmes are taking place in different parts of Asia in 

uncomfortably rapid succession. Last week, we concluded a major 

programme in New Delhi and in another fortnight, two important 

programmes will be initiated in the Pacific region - so there was 

cause for some concern at the prospect of one more meeting. But 

the timeliness and importance of the topic permitted only an 

affirmative response to Prof. Kato's question. So, here we are 

today - happy to be cooperating with the East-West Centre in 

organising this seminar on 'International Radio Broadcasting in 

the Asia/Pacific Region*, /international Radio Broadcasting is a 

fascinating field and Prof. Kato and the East-West Center are to be 

commended for drawing the attention of researchers to this area. 

Over a hundred countries are engaged in external broadcasting. 

There are more than three thousand five hundred shortwave trans

mitters operating throughout the world and the hours of transmission 

are astronomical. 

In the developing countries of Asia as elsewhere in the world, radio 

came to be a favoured medium for its ability to leap the barriers 

of distance and illiteracy, of poverty and apathy. As that excellent 

study, Broadcasting in the Third World, has pointed out, social and 

educational planners and academics in the 50's and 60's looked upon 

broadcasting as a possible panacea for many of the developmental 

problems of the Third World. This resulted in investment on a 

"spectacular scale". But the prevailing concern focuses more on 

the possible destructive effects of international broadcasting, 

radio no less than television, on indigenous political and cultural 
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self expression. It is also acknowledged that there is a "web 

of constraiitn s - political, economic and cultural - within which 

broadcasting operates". 

There is a scramble for frequencies and much pushing and pulling 

is already going on in preparation for the WARC 1987. It is to 

be hoped that in the distribution of frequencies, the interests 

of-^edeveloping nations will be safeguarded and Darwinian 

principle of the survival of the fittest will apply. 

Today, labour is an export commodity in many countries of the 

region and interest in keeping in touch with home is great. This 

is a real need and should be recognised. At the same time, the 

use of shortwave broadcasting to present a picture of a country 

to the outside world is essential to promote international peace 

and understanding. 

It is therefore desirable that a free flow of information should 

take place and that equitable arrangements are made so that 

information does flow freely and not gush from one source while 

it trickles from another. 

How this may be achieved, what trends and tendencies may be expected 

in the field of radio broadcasting, who listens to shortwave broad-

csts, and his or her needs and expectations, will be the subject 

of your deliberations in the coming week. I am confident that much 

useful information will be generated and there will be an addition 

to available knowledge. I wish you well in your deliberations. 

* * * 
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