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BROADCAST HKDIA COVERAGE OF THE AIDS I8SUE 

Suprapti Widarto 

Televisi Republik Indonesia 

As a result of the economic and technological developments, 

the world has swiftly turned to be the fertile land for the 

rife of AIDS- There seems to be no country in the world which 

is free from AIDS. 

What is most fearful from AIDS is itB rapid growth and the 

fact that its curative therapy has not yet invented. That's 

why the number of patients and the death rate attributed to 

AIDS has increased considerably. 

AIDS which has been prevalent throughout the world toward the 

year 2000 has caused fears and panic everywhere. 

As is in some other parts of the world, AIDS patients in 

Indonesia have increased in number especially in the year of 

1992. 

If the situation remains unchanged, Indonesia is predicted to 

experience an AIDS explosion in some years to come which will 

be of no less worse than those experienced by other 

countries. 

Due to the fact that anti AIDS vacinus .lias noX. been invented, 

one of the methods to cope with the disease is to promote the 

attitude and behavioral approaches leading to the streng­

thening of the people's resilience against the disease. 

In this connection, radio and television programmings play a 

pivotal role in helping cope with the possible spread of AIDS 

in Indonesia. 

Compared to other media radio and television broadcasts have 

their own advantages in term of its wide transmission range 
.i. 

and its pervasiveness in influencing their audience. 
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With r e g a r d t o t h e s e a d v a n t a g e s , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n 
programmings might 'bring about some s ign i f i can t impacts on 
tho s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , economic, p o l i t i c a l and s e c u r i t y 
a s p e c t s . That ' s why r ad io and TV programmings have i t s 
s t r a t e g i c va lues in m e e t i n g t h e p e o p l e ' s need for 
information. 
In t h i s context , radio and t e l e v i s i o n s s e r v i c e s should be 
d e a l t with in a such way for the b e n e f i t of I n d o n e s i a ' s 
development program as a whole. 

Radio 
The state-owned RADIO REPUBLIK INDONESIA (RRI) cons t i t u t e s 
the biggest radio network in Indonesia. 
Establ ished on September 11 , 1945, RRI now comprises 49 radio 
s t a t i o n s spreading throughout the country. 
RRI foreign service i s on a i r for 12 hours da i ly in English, 
German, French, Spanish, Arabic , Chinese, Malay and Japanese. 
Since 1983, RRI has c a r r i e d out i t s s e r v i c e 24 hours a 
day . Aside from RRI t he r e a r e now a t o t a l of 807 non­
government radio s t a t i ons . 
P r i v a t e radio s t a t ions have t h e i r own programming wi th a 
requirement that they have t o r e l a y RRI news d a i l y and 
c e r t a i n other national progams occas ional ly . 

Te lev is ion 
The state-owned TELEVISI REPUBLIK INDONBSIA (TVRI) which was 
e s t ab l i shed in August 24, 1962 cons i s t s of 12 TV broadcasting 
s t a t i o n s , seven Mobile P r o d u c t i o n S t a t i o n s and 329 
t ransmission s ta t ions . 
The domestic s a t e l l i t e Palapa which was launched in 1976 has 
been enabling radio and t e l e v i s i o n b roadcas t t o cover the 
whole country by way of l i n k i n g ground s t a t i o n s to the 

• t r ansmi t t e r throughout Indonesia. 
Under a t o t a l daily broadcast of 12 hours, TVRI c a r r i e s out 
i t s programs nation-wi<ie w i th the suppor t of i t s l o c a l 
s t a t i o n s . 
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Since 1988, the Indonesian government has l icenced p r i v a t e 
t e l e v i s i o n s to operate in Indones ia . Up to 1994, the re have 
been 4 ( four ) pr ivate t e l e v i s i o n s opera t ing in the country 
with n a t i o n a l programming network. 
The four a r e : 1. Rajawali C i t r a T e l e v i s i Indonesia (RCTI) 

2. Cipta T e l e v i s i Pendidikan Indonesia (TPI) 
3. Surya C i t r a T e l e v i s i (SCTVJ 
4. Cakrawala Andalas T e l e v i s i (ANTV). 

The p r i v a t e t e lev i s ions are ob l iged t o r e l ay TVRI news d a i l y 
and o t h e r nat ional programming o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
Thus , n e c e s s a r y in fo rmat ions a b o u t AIDS a r e d i s s e m i n a t e d 
through a l l broadcasting s e r v i c e s , government and p r i v a t e . 

How information about AIDS i s d isseminated through rad io and 
t e l e v i s i o n ? 

News about AIDS and i t s r e l a t e d c a s e s i s f r e q u e n t l y and 
widely exposed by the e x i s t i n g p r i n t and e l e c t r o n i c media in 
Indones ia . Bach week we find t h r e e to four items about AIDS 
in newspaper, p e r i o d i c a l s , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n . 

Heal th and medical i s sues c o n s t i t u t e an i n t e r e s t i n g object 
for the p ress coverage as i t d i r e c t l y dea l s with the concern 
of a l l i n d i v i d u a l in t h e i r s t r i v e t o l i v e h e a l t h i e r and 
l o n g e r . 

The Tear for disease r e l a t e d t o death and misery c o n s t i t u t e a 
p a r t of peop le ' s motivation t o l i s t e n t o rad io and to watch 
t e l e v i s i o n in an ef for t to o b t a i n information r e l a t e d to the 
p reva lence of d isease , i nven t ion of medication and hea l ing 
method, surgery a c t i v i t e s and va r ious seminars on hea l th and 
medical a f f a i r . 

Te l ev i s ion programs on p h i s i c a l e x e r c i s e s , h e a l t h , doctor 
c o n s u l t a t i o n and other such information a l so c o n s t i t u t e s 
i n t e r e s t i n g programs. Aside from o b t a i n i n g a d v a n t a g e o u s 
h e a l t h information, the yiewers a l so fee l being e n t e r t a i n e d 
i f t h e programming a r e t a i l o r e d i n such a way in an 
in format ive , educative, pe r suas ive and e n t e r t a i n i n g manner. 
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What should be born in mind on the p a r t of news maker i s tha t 
news abou t AIDS should be based on t h e g u i d e l i n e for t he 
w r i t i n g of hea l th issues s t a t e d in the code of e t h i c s of the 
Indones ian Jou rna l i s t s Assoc ia t ion . 
In accordance with the gu ide l ine the p re sen ta t i on of radio 
and t e l e v i s i o n news on hea l th i s s u e s should : 
1 . Have p o s i t i v e impact upon the forming of publ ic opinion 

and a t t i t u d e in l ine with h e a l t h program. 
2. Have p o s i t i v e impact towards the i nc r ea s ing p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

of t he people in the hea l th development. 
3 . V i s u a l i s e the technic and cu r ing method of d i seases which 

have been proven e f f e c t i v e . 
4. Apprec i a t e the r ight of d o c t o r s in keeping conf iden t ia l 

i n fo rmat ion . 

5 . Apprec i a t e the i n d i v i d u a l ' s r i g h t t o pr ivacy and or upon 
t h e agreement of those concerned, except for the i n t e r e s t 
of t h e general p u b l i c . 

6. P r e v e n t mat te r s tha t might p romote consumerism in t he 
f i e l d s of heal th . 

7. P reven t commercial promotion or excess ive sel f esteem of 
d o c t o r s deal with the r e p o r t . 

8. P r e v e n t cooperat ion with any a g e n c i e s fo r p r o m o t i o n a l 
purposes of i n s t i t u t i o n , p roduc ts and hea l th services of 
which r e s u l t mrght be d i sadvantageous . 

9. P reven t hea l th reasoning for exposing sensa t iona l news 
and for programming which a r e a g a i n s t t he moral and 
e t h i c a l va lues . 

10. Abide by the journal ism code of e t h i c s and p r e v e n t 
a l e e way to doctors to p r a c t i c e th ing which are contrary 
t o the codes of e th ics in the medical f i e l d . 

Based on t h e afore mentioned j o u r n a l i s t i c code of e t h i c s 
p r e s s r e p o r t on AIDS should be f a c t u a l and shou ld not be 
s"ensasional . 

P r e s s r e p o r t s which a r e l e s s c o m p r e h e n s i v e , l e t a l o n e 
s e n s a t i o n a l , might create confusion and panic on the par t of 
the p e o p l e . 
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What i s more important i s t h a t p re s s r epor t about AIDS should 
be condusive t o opinion bu i ld ing and change of behaviour in 
l i n e with h e a l t h requirement. 

Both government and p r iva t e r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n in Indonesia 
have s u f f i c i e n t l y disseminated information on AIDS and i t s 
r e l a t e d cases through r e g u l a r and ocas ional programming as 
w e l l . 

The p o l i c y for the d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n on AIDS 
t h r o u g h media b r o a d c a s t i s i n l i n e w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l 
s t r a t e g y , program, and t a r g e t of e r ad i ca t i on of AIDS. 
Radio and t e l e v i s i o n programming on AIDS c o n s t i t u t e s an 
e d u c a t i o n a l campaign which i s geared t o : 
1. d i s semina t ing cor rec t information t o the people so as t o 

h e l p generate cor rec t a t t i t u d e and ac t ion on the p a r t of 
the people in coping with AIDS 

2. expos ing and e x p l a i n i n g t h e goverment p o l i c y f o r t h e 
c o n t r o l and e rad ica t ion of AIDS 

3 . exp l a in ing fac ts about the prevalence and contagion of 
AIDS 

4 . s t r e s s i n g t h e need t o m a i n t a i n a h e a l t h y l i v e and 
p reven t ing less r e spons ib le i n t e r a c t i o n on the p a r t of 
both men and women t h a t might lead t o the contagion of 
AIDS 

5. pay ing more a t t e n t i o n and more human a p p r o a c h t o AIDS 
p a t i e n t s in order to help reduce t h e i r misery. 

I n f o r m a t i o n on AIDS and i t s r e l a t e d c a s e s i s p r e s e n t e d on, r 

v a r i o u s r a d i o and TV program such as d a i l y news , c u r r e n t 
a f f a i r b u l l e t i n , commentary, i n t e rv i ew, publ ic announcement, 
qu iz program, fragmantery drama and o t h e r e d u c a t i o n and 
informat ion programmes. 

.The t a r g e t audience of the programming a re : 
1. those who have high r i s k of being affected by AIDS 
2. those who are under medical t reatment for AIDS 
3. youth who tend to be e a s i l y influenced by f ree l i f e s t y l e 
4. the genera l pub l ic . 
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In order to expose news on AIDS issues clearly and correctly, 

news sources should be transparent and open. 

The medical doctors in general are helpful to assist 

journalists in carrying out their profession. However, many 

agencies that deal with AIDS in Indonesia use covered 

identities. This, in fact does not help newsmen in making 

investigative coverage on AIDS. Hospitals dealing with AIDS 

are not clearly mentioned as those treating AIDS but are, 

instead, identified as special infection clinics. This makes 

it less posible for newsmen to obtain information on AIDS 

treatment progamme. Therefore it would be advisable for the 

Ministry of Health and other health agencies to stop using 

euphemistic terminologies that might _dlsinform the people. 

Efforts to eradicate AIDS need openness, not only on the part 

of the patients, but also on the part of health institutes 

dealing with the disease. 

Cases of AIDS have been widely reported by mass media in 

Indonesia with the hope to change certain social behaviour 

toward prevention of the rife of AIDS. How far this effort is 

effective is not known yet. 

Special research to identify whether or not the programmings 

on AIDS issue are really effective and advantageous is not 

officially conducted yet by any broadcasting agencies in 

Indonesia. 

This kind of survey seems to be urgent in view of the fact 

that the audience prefer to switch off the channel or turn on 

the other channels when information programs are on the air, 

as a rejection to non entertaining programming. 

This constitute a challenge to broadcasters to seek better 

method in disseminating information on AIDS through 

interesting programs that can be an artistic blend of the 

"informative, educative and entertaining elements. 

i 
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Such programs are expected reach the target of changing the 
p e o p l e ' s behaviour leading to e f f e c t i v e p reven t ion and 
e rad ica t ion of AIDS. 

Conclusion 
1. The change of the people's behaviour from a condition 

being prone to AIDS into a b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n which i s 
l e s s - inc l ined to such a disease cons t i tu tes a part of an 
e f fec t ive campaign against AIDS. 

2. Radio and televis ion const i tute effect ive media for the 
d i s semina t ions of information on AIDS thanks to t h e i r 
pe rvas iveness and e f fec t iveness in i n f luenc ing the 
audience. 

3. In order to be effective the programming material should 
be t a i l o r e d in such a way in l i n e with the n a t i o n a l 
pol icy on prevention and eradication of AIDS. 

4. News s o u r c e s d e a l i n g wi th AIDS shou ld be open and 
t r a n s p a r e n t in order to enable b r o a d c a s t e r s to expose 
mat ters r e l a t ing to AIDS. 

5. Broadcasters need to increase the i r professional a b i l i t y 
i& order to be able to improve the i r programmings on the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n of audience. 

i 
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