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Broadcasting Situation In Nepal 

Nepal is a landlocked Country between India and China. The total 

area is 147,181 Square Km. with most of the land is mountainous terrain. 

Nepal extends for about 800 Km. from east to west and 140 to 240 Km. 

from North to South. The Population is estimated to be around 22.25 

million (2000 A.D.). 

Till today, Radio Broadcasting is the cheapest and quickest means of 

Mass communications in Nepal. In a mountainous country like Nepal, radio 

Broadcasting has proved to be a very effective medium in disseminating 

Information, educating people and entertaining the mass. It has been 

Providing various programs aimed at creating mass awareness. The people 

in the hilly areas and many of the remote villages have no access to 

moterable roads nor to any communication and entertainment facilities. 

Illiteracy being a common feature among the people, little use is made of the 

newspapers, which have very limited and delayed circulation. Therefore, 

radio has been the most suitable means of disseminating information and 

providing entertainment to masses in Nepal. 



In the world the Radio Broadcasting was started 75 years ago but in 

Nepal it started 50 years ago. The only radio broadcasting, Radio Nepal, was 

established on the 10th April 1951. It's transmission duration was of 4.5 

hours through 250 short wave transmitter. In 1956 and 1961 Radio Nepal 

added two 5 Kw Short wave transmitter. The programme was transmitted 

only in short wave till 1976. During this period the All India Radio, BBC, 

Sri Lanka Radio, The Russian and Chinese Radio stations used to be very 

popular in the Kingdom. But in 1967, the Radio Nepal added 100 

Kw Short wave as well as 10 Kw Medium Wave transmitter. Now, the 

signal was comparatively better with this lOOKw Short Wave transmitter 

and even better with 10 Kw Medium wave transmitter for the Kathmandu 

Valley. To this date Radio Nepal was transmitting it's programme in only 

one short wave frequency. So it realized that it should transmit in another 

Frequency also. In 1981 and 1983 it added another 2 short wave frequency 

and started transmitting in 2 short wave frequency. During this period the 

only reliable and quick communication media was Radio Nepal. But still the 

short wave was not reliable signal to be listened in the kingdom. Due to this 

reason and with grant assistance from the Japanese Government, Radio 

Nepal added new broadcasting studios and 100 Kw medium wave 

transmitters in Kathmandu and Pokhara. 



As medium wave signal was better than short wave the other 

medium wave station were also established in the kingdom. Today 

there are various capacities transmitters in all the five development 

regions :-

a) Eastern Development Region :-

There is a studio in Dhankuta and a 100 Kw transmitting station in 

with 10 Kw stand by transmitter. 

b) Central development Region :-

In addition to the Kathmandu transmitting station of 100 Kw and 

10 Kw standby capacity, this region has a 10 KW transmitting 

station with 10 Kw stand by facility at Bardibas. There is no studio 

facility. 

c) Western Development Region : 

A 100 KW transmitting station with 10 KW standby facility and a 

studio in Pokhara. 

d) Mid Western Development Region : 

A 100 KW transmitting station with 10 KW standby provision and a 

studio in Surkhet. 



e) Far western Development Region : 

A 10 KW transmitting station with 10 kW standby provision and a 

studio in Dipayal. 

Programs :-

Radio Nepal broadcast for duration of 15!4 hours everyday and 17/4 

hours on public holidays from 5 : 30 hrs. to 23 : 00 hrs. 

Radio Nepal uses a wide range of formats including features, 

documentaries, docudramas, dramas, talk shows, interviews, music shows, 

live commentaries etc. Recognizing the citizen's right to attempts to provide 

informative, educational as well as entertainment programs. The major 

programme highlights include : 

a) Educational: 

Programmes on religion, literature, science and technology, 

agriculture, women, health and sanitation, public health, children and 

youth. 

b) Entertainment: 

i) Music : Nepali Songs, Western Music, Hindi Songs and Gazals. 

ii) Songs in the different national languages, 

iii) Radio dramas and comedy programmes. 



c) Information : 

i) News and Current Affairs 

ii) Phone-in for Parliamentarians 

iii) Radio Reports 

iv) Review of the press 

v) Developmental Programmes 

Programmes on information and education constitute 40% of the total 

programmings and entertainment covers the remaining 60% which also 

include commercials. 

After the restoration of democracy in 1990 the Government issued the 

Communication ACT which allowed private sector to establish the Radio 

Station and run it. Till now, Radio Nepal is transmitting in Medium wave in 

various parts of the kingdom with the help of VSAT Network, in short 

waves in two frequency as well as in FM for Kathmandu Valley. Kathmandu 

Valley has total 7 FM Stations with capacity of 100 Watts to 1 KW 

transmitter. Outside of Kathmandu Valley there are 2 Community FM 

Stations and the Ministry of Information and Communications has several 

dozens of application. To run the FM Radio Stations. The Government is 

planning to form Broadcasting Authority in near future. 



here will be more FM Stations in the Kingdom after once the Broadcasting 

Authority established. 

In Nepal, the e-mail and Internet was introduced only in 1995. Since 

then, it has progress highly in this field. As the Nepal Telecommunication 

Corporation has good network throughout in Nepal, it helped ISP to progress 

in short time. No one can imagine the cyber cafes in the high mountain area 

like Namche and Lukla region. The growth rate of personal internet users in 

major cities shows that the internet is rapidly picking up in this least 

developed country. Presently there are 13 ISP company in Nepal and around 

25000 internet users with 75 % alone in Kathmandu. Presently, most of the 

FM Radio Stations in Kathmandu are feeding their total or partial 

programs in the Internet. 

Since the launch of VS AT networks recently by leading ISP in Nepal, 

the connectivity has improved and in future the users hope to get faster data 

transfer, voice and video connectivity. 




