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Horg Xong has a press which reflects the develepments
of s community.

Az 2 glance, the statistics present a picture which once
ﬂ-ﬂ"‘“'*d t‘... Hc'!g Kong Government to report that
commm.c:n'ms are the lifeblood of a medern
, then Hen 'g Kong must surely be one of the
2112izst communities in the world.™”

a ropulation of 4,000,000, Hong Kong is served
from over 60

LC8 racdio sets and audio receivers with seven

“0 alavision sets with four channeals (two of which

arp=mre z colour service).

I direct governmant intervention or restriction,
: cte freedcom of expression.
arz criticisms that the Government
rvice, in its cagerness to lmpro\c com-
A2 th2 administraiion and the people,
ponsibility in reporting govern-

. 1t can aiso bes argued that it
‘ns state of affairs

I |‘J v
G- '!
i

-

+n of the statistics presants a somewhat
pictare as follows:

NTED PRESS

cepizs to every 1,000 peopls, Hong Kong's

reacdzrship ranks second highest in Asia,
1o fapoa (287 per 1,000), and wav above the
= of 102 p2r 1,000, or the Asian average of
9. A rented newspaper systerm, praclised by
ﬂmrcms, may meaan readers
an orice (HKICc., or
readas to buy many

when the price is

Iesw

1'1-: evening

An ! of the newspapers, including four in
Efziish, ke main d»cr:wrﬂ market with other
I =dia, Tf*: total circelation of the English papers
i o bz around 100,0C0, and the Chiness
£l g some 20 neow apc:‘trs is in the

0, with at least four of them selling
100,000 copies daily. Three major Chinese papers

airmail editions serving overseas Chingse com-

7RSS TN EONG KONG
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weekly
“last of
. in the

munities, and one English paper publishes
airmail supplement for overseas districutio-
the newspapers in this category are represe:.
Newspaper Society of Hong Kong.

' repre-
aforma-

rance.

The larger newspapers arc well-versed in -
sentation of international news, satisfving t-
tion needs of an cconomic entity of world :

This section of the printed press, in pariie. . oa-
compasses every shade of political opinicr. runt
from extreme left to extreme right, but the rnoen-alisned
outnumber the extremists. Most of the larger papers

are cditorially showing an increased awarencess of social
rcspomibi.ilv reflecting public reactions on  socizl
practices and government actions. It was the 1957

disturbances that touched off this press movement to
tackle the social problem brought about by Hong Konz's
rapid industrialization and  urbanization. ond tlns
significant development reflects the corvonni
terest in re-cxamining Hong Kong's in
and in trying to f...d ways to climinate ciuscs
ances which could breed militant dissidence
Chinese-languags papers are expanding theirc
ence cn}nmn, en: D'in“ ruar'crw to \'n;cc H s

The second category of newspapers, mm*'ﬂf":“g soms
40, with a IOIH‘. circulation of 400,900 or mo:
an entertainment-orientated readership and i '_
have very limited or practically ro covera:
ternational or local news. These ‘papers, a
which are printed m colour, reaching substanial cis-
culation figures and drawing (‘On‘:ir‘-'r‘-"‘lc advert'sing
support, cevotz their columns to activitics in show
business circles. Some  publish nnth:n" hut charis,
forecasts and reports of herse racing in Hong Keog
and dog racing in Macan. More than o third opotoie
on a shoestring budaet, share facilities ameng
szlves and even siaff, and somchow manag? o sunvive
with 2 small circulatinn of a few thousand
ractically no adveriising support.

nembher of

them-

e

The nine left-wing newspapers, which constizurs roughly
15 por cent of the locul circulation, spread
in both categories. While the orthodox po-
advertising suppert, the fellow-travellers s¢o-
grevhound tracks.

racs course ane

Besides dailies, the Chinese and the Enghs
Honga Kong preduce some 140 regular publications
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JFSEE, .m._....;hcl.a..m_\f‘ aistrisutad au»:..u.:.n.}
onz Keng as their headquarters, ecclesiastic
¥ ri;swnaqes, promotion periodicals for the
vices jor enteriainment, ::hopl.)mﬂr and tourism,
=] rencitions of the “cheesecake™ type of

The press 35 supported by a wellde»elopad printing
incusiry, which zlso helps to make Hong Kong one of
the Dook p—m 53 ceatres in this part of the world. The
ozl lzbour force in priniing and pubhsh.nc is reported
to &2 over 16,000,

TZLEVISION AND RADIO

Phuete ,c.avczlly. electronic journalism in Hong Kong
id be iermed sophisiicated, particularly with the
2:z:iiiz communications centre added to the senvice in
18339,

st teievision service was a two-channel
swstem charging viewers a monthly
. The second staiton is wireless and free.
cmpeiiiion beiween the two, in bidding
_'\"cu : zs well asin visual news coverzage,

to have sullered a setback after the
. television services. This can aiso bz
. indication of saturated distribuilon—
tend to encourage people
rc the radio as w e‘l How-
k2 number of commercials

ateau, if not a ceciine, in

-l-?

Kong, the government station, does not
isements. The number of newscasis is
sussiandzl, end Io cal consumpiion does not rcquire an

. 28C newscast relays are of good
Bo.h radio and television de.-'.'a:
ime io Chinese and En-‘hsh irans-
2 nawscasts and ‘‘canned” pro-
iransiated from the Exglish
s the Chinese preszniziion
n2 case of non-iopical pro-
i channels have a subsiantial
101 vice versa,

Gy
Ul

"|

oress of Hong Kong has not rtgard:d
2%ws coverage &5 a threat to its position. The
ia :2nd to complement each other, tnot.f*‘l
niot Se true whea they compete for advertising

crzaier use of teievision as a mass medium is
sursued in Hong Xong. Government is geting
s 30 dzzfoduce en..:;c:.:w.,al television soon, ....d
Ceveiozers erz zirzady piznning a third service o enter

B e LT T re——. —.—_.._r-.,,_,.__'._, 4

franchise stipulating
cperation of oaly onme Wireiess ifgievision cam
expires in 1972. So far the very high cost of Ii.
broadcast via satellite has rendered its regular ..
uncconomical for all but the most important ne:. -

events. :

n:

into the market whken
B

-
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TRAINING FACILITIES

Six post-secondary colleges in Hong Kong offer trair™
courses in journalism and printing.

Among these schools, the Communications Departmr 3
of the Hong Kong Baptist College has by far the =
comprehensive syllabus for both print and electr
journalism. The department is equipped with a clv-.
circuit television studio, publishes its own bi-lin: 2
student newspaper, and has a sizable library. It em; - :-
sises training in both the academics and the mech:::cs
of journalism, and has students from a numbe- of

Southeast Asian countries.

I

b

The Department of Journalism at New Asia College of
the Chinese University of Hong Kong offers bi-lingual
bachelor degree courses, and the Mass Communication
Centre of the Chinese University ofiers post-graduate
studices.

Australia has served as a substantial recruiting ground
for the English-language press in Hong Kong. Tas
relatively low salaries offcred by Hong Kong newspapers
often fail to recruit local graduates of journalism, who
arc attracied instead by business or service firmis, trade
associations and advertising agencies to do public
rclations or publicity work.

The foreign press is weil represented in Hong Ko 3,
both in distribiation and in news collection. The over.-zs
press corps in Hong Kong give practical trainin; ‘o
many local men on the one hand and retain Hong K. ng
journalists as their stringers on the other.

Far sighted publishess are beginning to appreciate the
need for developing a higher calibre of pn.ss. stail ©o
improve journalistic standards, to introduce more

scientific management, and to achieve higher prcdm.m-
ity in the fice of keen competition.

PRESS CRGANISATIONS

The Newspaper Society of Hong Kong has been formad
to act in matiers aflecting thc interests of all L.
Kong newspapers, the society or its memibers. 2
nonc of the left-wing papers and few of the small po; ==s
are members, it cannot yet be said that it is ab.: o
speak with onez voice.

There is also a Hong Kong Journalists Associaiion,
and a Heong Kong Chinese Press Association, but
their membaership is even more confined so that ihey
have even less claim to be representative.
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Forzien Corrsspondants Club of Hong Kong has
jo-_-.-r::.__:s 3 cngs ns f'or-co'rcv‘o..'ic:::
==llyiecatad, th has goed facilitiss
funciions and szrves as a useiu! T:'!C..“'}g

ar nawsmen and nawsmakers, particularly with publishes for its members 2 wee! S
e e =51 § 5

r orofessienal lencheons which always featuse vice gn Chinese, with socic-. e
co-operation with the Press e bt
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uage press in Hong Kong Tin-

iz uvarters for the C.L.PIL, k e
ton o Arprt 1 + T . M

s morzthan ! _‘ out of an estimated I‘O C}':.._s:- oz concerted action to im: iy
st journalism ond to tool themselves g

published all over the world, = .
With an agsreca ted 3.000.000 soCil ;‘.'o:'.'tr."s.
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rez:::'shm of “"'CO“;'OFO Chinese Tha Hong Kong Natiorzl Committee of th- izme-
n2. its members are frem Chiness tionnl Press Instituze is very active in IP1 . rs. It

'1
f- i

; Crairman has served many vears on the 107 -

wspapers which subscribe to the and is currently the Chairman ef I !

¢ and free press, 0 .._rch:“ Commitiez was entrusted with the cronnising

‘tute. In Hong Keng a.onsy vork for the IPs 19th Generai Assembly.

membe in addizion to which

2 TESYDer s. In
.l"

,-:Yr:" as New York, Surinam, on
t!

o

e

the IPT 19:h General Assembly, the press
s made 1ty confribution to worid
CPECis e Lendht, am gt Ry
of views and the ¢ &

sions e
§, nawspaper policies, techn

amme of activities that includes
professional saminzrs, ex-
ion of Chinase vpe-ceiting,

izd terminclogy, and of
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2T on Moon L._..r_’vqo Tef'T') "
ziien of translated terminology
» Cctobar 1949, and has I“'n\.*d
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on of Chinese tvpa-seiting is
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uezd characters sui™
carefully org
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