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/. Background

2rief Histcry of the Mass Media in Singapore.
Newspaper
The history of mass media in Singapore may be traced back to 1824

wher, the "Singapcre Chronicle" was published. #s in any other part

of the world, the newspaper was one of the sarliest media arising
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azks of communication for this tiny British colony.

The Singapcre Chrenicle was published on Jan 1, 1824 by Colonial

Police chiz? and master attendant of Singapore, Francis James Bernartd.
it the time <7 its publication, Singapore was then inhabited by a

,63€, out of which 4,580 were Malays, 3,317 Chinesc

is paper was follcowad By the 3ingapore Free Fress,
35 by a lawyer, William Napier, z2nd the
N s

3traits rcsisenger, published on April 18, 1842 by Edwards. The

Straits Tir-s was igunded by R.C. ioods on July 15, 1845. 4ll these

garly paners were published by the Britizh with the aim 28 “ropagatin:
thelr own inzorests and nurturing their cul turs and trediticons,
Mogt Of fncr Dl & rcially orisntigle

Howsver, th. years after 1870 saw the rise of a different kind of

Journalism that -hifted their target to the loc:l immigrant society
sud of Malay, Chinsge, Iagsa and Edrasizn. The
-~ . The ’

first te core into/scene was 2 Malay paper Jawl ieranakan published

by an Indian nuslim Munshi Mchammad Said bin Dada lHchidin. This was
followsd by thw rirst Chincse newspaper Lat i au which was catering
to the nesd fo the Chinese community. Lat iau was founded in 1881
by a Chincac businessman See Bwe Laye. v few y-ar later the first

Indian newsnipor Singai Varta Mahni was also published (1876).

Further, thers were a few English newspaper: publicshoed to serve the

m

nglish sposking community during this period. Thry were Straits

Intelligence (1870), Singapore Eurasian advocate (1887) and

Malaya Tribune (1G614). :mong these papers, the Malaya Tribune was

was the most successful.
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The developmant of newspapers has gathersd momentum during this

period due to several factors which included the rz=pid increase

of trade activitiezs in the region and thz influx of immigrants

from neighbouring countries into Singaporz. Thz opening of Suez
Canal, the improvement of communication system, the introducticn

of steam-powered ships for sea transportation and the opening of

major ports in China to the West were somc of the fact tors contributing
to the trade boom in Singapore which in turn qener:ted 2 great ne=d

for more and fastest information.

The newspapers of Singapore have taken the form of modern newspapers
in terms of content, news writing styls and couipment at the beginnin:
of ths 1920s. Maost of the newspapers had consclidated and modernized
their facilities. During this pericd in the EZnclish press, manual

tvpe-setting was renlaced by linotype. nsdded o the row viere some
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«d tht press weorl

influential newspapers which hove

until today. Thesy were:- anyang Siang rzu, gublished in 18923 by

Tan Kah Kegi 5in Coer Jit feh founged in 1922 By Aw Bagn Haw and Tens

o

Lizp Seng; Warts lava (1530);

10O TewWs ang

L
rey

The thirst recdon immedistziy 27t-r the Suvcond Jorld
War has pushed the business cf newspaper to = boom which Singapore
has never had oofores buring the period betwasn 1945 o 1%48; 2bout
twenty nowspaperes wsore publicshed in Singapar.. One =7 the characters
tics of newspapers published during this period wis that thoy wer
mostly political echoing th: politiciy]l movem nt of their respective
home-countrics. However, after the declar:iicn of the stzte or
Emergsncy in June 1943. The Colonial governmont took ﬂrﬁStié acticn
to clamp down ths communist or pro—-communist newspapers, Uominating

the English press world was still The Straits Times though it was

contested by @ new comer, the Tiger Standond in 1950. Straits Times

has emerged to be the most important newspaper group in this region
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aft.r taking cver the Free iress, Brun-i :'riss and Bornzo Bulletin

in 1969%s. It has further expanded to the Malay press by founding

Berita Harian in 1957. In the domain of Chinusce press, Nanyang Siang

tau and 3in Chew Jit Ich remained as the two giants competing against

€ach sithzr for bigger circulation. Utus-n Malaya and Tamil Murasu

werc the most influentie«l Malay and Indian newspapers during that

perisd.

Singzpore has beon the newspaper centre for this region since the
early 15th century. Hewsever, the press of Singapore has separated from
that or Malaysia after ths independance of 3Sincapore in 1985. Both
governments cf Singapcre and Malaysia roquired thelr respective press

to o =diw:d and publishcd in thelr own countricss s sucho the press

8]

of 3ingapere haz developed into & naticnal pruss 21l werking for the
2:ilding and cultivating notionzl conzcicushuess

tradition and languice.

Irecses Act wnich cam: ints rerce on Jan, Ly 1974, The newspapers

i S e S S = = = = £ e 3
QL SIMNANTIE & MErLar [t s Pati s o B b & NG NEGEERZ I
=+ - + - Pl - -~ s - noenranaErs ore Al e ot t
AE TELEE o e Yisge & e NSWsSDADEDS Zre colng IT=5SETy 1x

Although the history ef magazine is a1s lona as that of nowspaper, its
developmont hias bien precaricus and handicapped hy a host of problems

gieh a3 Racking
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The publicztion of magazinas began in the early 1820s. The first

magazine publishzd in 5ingzpore was The irrice of Goods At Singapore

printed on 31st May 1822 in the English lanquage. Most of the
magazines appearing during that early period were trade magazines,
schonl reports or almanacs. They were publishea either quarterly or
annually. Since then, the publication of local magazinss has been
dragging alenc slowly for almost a century until 1930s when the literary
magazines zmorged from tho Chinese community. Most of these¢ magazines

were published by the Chinsse newsoaperse.

The post-war boom of the newspaper has further stimulated the developmin=
of magazines especially in the Chineose lanquage. an estimate of 30
Chinese magazines were publi<hed during the period betwsen 1949 to 1954,

i.gain literary magazines were stillthe mainstro

putlicatione.

The magazine industry has rocorded 3 more healthy and rapid development
during tc 1260s. The industry began to provide its roeaders with mers

variety of read
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hey have widenod their scope of ccoveran

This peried w2z 3lgc charicterized by the rise of meny special-interest

magazines,; professional journsls =n:d house orgons (mestly published by
industrial Ing commercizl Firme, chzritablzs and civice erganization).
amcng 2ll these magazineg, feminine, movie & TV magazines commanded the

largest circulation.

Te=day, the mzgazine purlishing in Sing pore iz dominated by Sour

important publishers. They are:

(1) Hducation:il Tublication Bureau, which p-blishes i respect,

Teachers! Xostrum, New Vorkir. treospect is publizhad in Chinese,

English and Malay whereas "Teacheors' Rostrum™ in Sour different
languages.
(2) Times fublishing Berhad which owns Her World (1960), Fanfare

(1969), Sing:pore Business and others.

(3) Malayan iublishing Hecuse which publishes Female (1974),

Living, Signature and Silver Kris. The lattcr two are published
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for Dincrs Club and Siagapore rAirlines respectively. M H has
rmcently oxpznded into the Chinese magazins world by taking over

a Chinese fzminine magazine, :etticot.

Broadcasting

The history of hrozdcasting is rather short as ccmpared with the print
media.

Radio broadcasting was started in 1936 by a private company, British
Malaya Jrozdcasting Corporation, =zlthough the local experimentation
with radio has becun as early as in 1920s. This arly experimentation
has resulted in s:tting up of a radio station VSIAD in 1930 (later
changad t2 ZHI) <z provids irregular radio programmes to the listeners,
But the BITIC wza zne Tfirst commercial radio station to start reqular
broadeasting from Ztr stutisn at Caldecott Hill. However, thiz private

ownership of brezfcasting did not last long. In 1940 the Coloni-il

Government swer the stitien zad put it under itsdirect contrzl.
Malaya sroadcneting Corporztion was sot up in the following y oy to
administer the rodic statisas The income of tho radio station wis mainiv

from the lie@enc: - crli--cted from the aswnors né the radic sotss

ofore 71857, #adic stuiisns in Singipore werd respensible for providing
preogrammes to beth Singapore and Malaya, it was then under the Departmon.

of Broadcasting .-, Singapore and Malaya. But 2fter the independunce of

L

Malaysia irn 1957 tie rodlo station was sep:ritod from radio Malaysi

After the separation, #3dio Singapore has tak.n step to impreove its
programme nd service to its listeners in Singrpore. In 1959 it
intreduced ncws progrmmes in various dialects -nd a year lator il
began t accept yivernisements se as to strengthon its financial

Lo

position, In 193 it in-roduced FM stereophonic broadcast to further

improve-its service to the listeners.
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To-day, Radis Singapors is Adircctly under the Hiristry of Culture.
It transmits a grzat variesty of programmes in Maloy, English, Chinese
and Tamil =n 3'parate channels on the medium wave, short wave iand Fil.

The average weskly transmission hours are 525,

Television

Television broadcasting was start=d in Jun= 1963 afte

r the success of
a pilot service b-gan in February 1%63. Initially t.levision programmo:
were offered only on one channel i.e. channzl 5. But as from May 1966,
Tel=-vision staticn beaan transmission on its szcond chwnnel. Today,
programmss ar= hrozdcast in four 2fficial languace over 2 transmissien
channels for a total of thirtezn hours nd 3 h2lf daily on weckdays,

and 22 hours on Sundays and public holidavs.

Celour TV sarvice was intreducsd ca sugust 1y 1974. The fransmission

hoilrs of coloir proaramnes sre 70 nours a weoke 70% of total television
transmisskapivhors sre In erigur,
Cable broadeasting 5-=rvice 5

Th:+ cxble broadeasting service w2s started in 1249 under the management
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This staticon provides
srogramaes in. & Chins3¢ dialgcts 3nd English orgh day over 2 netwoerks
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The nature of media ownership and gevernmant contrel

Media Ownership

The ownership of mas: media in Singapere may bv: citegorized into 3

different types: Government, [ublic znd lrivate,
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These thre: types of cwnership oxist almost in cvery medium of mass
communication excapt parhaps in th. 1ilm industry which is still
exclusively owned by private compsni=s. In the domain of newspapers,
while most of the newspapers arc privately owned, the major ones are
owned by the public 2s reguired by thz law.. 23ut the Government aiso
ovns 3 we=kly newspaper the Mirrer. In tha fizld of bocks nd magazin::z,
3 substanticzl part of bock =nd magazine publishing is controlled by
the Governm-nt throuch its subsidizries, thé Edimrationsl i ublishing
Bureau and Geovernment trinting Office. However, thoe bulk of the
industry is still under publiz or private ownership. Tho radio and
television stations ar: owned by the Governmaent as is the educational
television. Neverth=less, 2 privazs company has < -mrleto clintrol over

a c¢*ble brozdeasting st:tizn "Rediffusion.

Government Control

. Every society rustricis the priss freedom 0 som d ~res and in seme

bl = e
oir . TGRS

WAYS G5 to cgunteyg enn ~fErd B orualt Ednnlin freg
media. In Singapors, th . reaulatien of mage media thpes the £odilewins

forms: -

1) Comron 1 wrs: -

- 4

A57in any phrt ©f bhes aeld, moas madis in Singspore iow subjs ot

wnicn restrict the mass media rrom defaming

to certain busic laws
other's reputation, from interfuring the fair twial of the court;

from indulcing in chacenityy from sibvertine the leoimate govfnmonc

L&

And from divulging A SRRl LEE s susH SRERILS fhe RS IiBed

law, contempt of czuwrt, sedition act and lMinistry of Dofense

regulation.
2) Censorship:-

Censorship system bewin with the first newspaper of Singupors the

Sinaapore Chronicl:: which wis reguired to submit all the copies to

the Governor fer censorship before publication under the so
called "Gagaing .ict", This censorship system was abolished on

September 15, 1835 wh=n the "Gagging nct" was repealed.

However the censorship system is c.ercised today on
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3. THE RLLE «F THE MnaS5 FEDIA IN SINGAFCLE.

As in many Asian ccuntries the conception of mass media rcles

is located around the three functions of education, development

and social respcnsibility. Tt is perhaps mere useful tc think of
the watchdog functicn as being a sub-set of social responsibility
rather than as a elearly identifiabkle objective as it is in some
developed areas. Thisz is because the press wnich is the only
medium that can be thought of as partially fulfilling the watchdog
role, Was taken on the charactcr of a partner to geovernment in
pursuing naticnal geals, This does not mean that the press becomes

a tool of government although it is a moct point.

We all realise that in 3ingapcre, as well as in otiner asian nations,
the government recgulation places varicus rostraimts on the parameters
of activity. Thiz zituaticen has led te t e prosc bécoming a bit

subdued in cemmenting on official ohehavicur. W ¢c2nnot deny that in

Singapore there 1. little criticism of official acts or positions.
When we do see criticism it is in the form of politely worded questions

te the editor abcuat problems existing in heousing ¢states or bureaucratic

situations. This iz certainly not what we mean by the watchdeg function.

Recently, heowever, government spokesmen have gend on record as
advocating more press diversity so as te inspire mere public debate
of issues. This is a pesitive indication that the climate for criticism

may open up in thi. Republic.
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a) The education role of the mass media is perhaps one of the
focremost accomplishments of the Singaporean media.

Both the newspapers and electronic media give extensive space
and time to educational programme and supplements. All daily
newspapers in Singapore have a bilingual section, dewsted to the
improvement of the reader's second langugae. The best known of

these is ¥The Straits Times bilingual section which was recently

given a thrice weckly run based on rcader demand. The Singopore
Educational Media Service EQEMS} is well known for its comprechensive
educational programming which is aired five days a week for € hours

a day. In addition, frequent documentaries are aired en channels 5
and 8 covr.ring such diversificd topics as the textile industry, trade,
money and banking, health and more. Newscasts are alse heavily
educationzl in naturc as onc cersiders the newsreels offered in

English, Chinese, Mnlay and Temdl fellowing coech newscaste

A recent ctudy cenducted by the roculty and students of the Mass
Communications irogramme ot Nanyang University has shown that
editorial content of the Chines:: newspapers is also heavily cducation

oriented. For Sin Chew Jit Pau 409 of the oditorials were devoted

to internal problems out of which 58% werc on social problems such as
drug addiction, long hair, hippyism, crime and sex. The fimgumwes fcr

Nanyang Siang lI'au were 54% ond 41% devoted to these problems.
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b) &s for the d

development roli- much of what is steted for
education can be saic

sald for development.
space and #adin and

“A great deal of newspaper
TV time ic devoted to creating a development
conscleousncss among Sinvapcreans., Skills training remzins a high
priority especizlly for television on the SEMS broadcaste
c) As for sccial responsibility-despite cur failings in the
_—
watchdog functinn, Singarcre
taken a

media, especially the press, have

lead in promoting socially beneficial causes and justice.
Disaster" whick clzimed so many lives.
in launching

families.

Tndat

) - - - - - F !
A recent example of press rospernsibility is evident in the "Spyros
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The press took the lead
massive fund raising czmpaign for the victim's
under educ:=ticn r

mere than 31.5 million has been collected for

cgzrding «diter
it demonstrates
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ediucation and support r:latives ¢f the victims. Thit which I tientioned

{n the basis

~T

al content z2l=so applics here in that
cormittment te thes society and o betterment.

zriier, it would be
developmentzl role

to say
s medi
developed netions

in trms
area is of

Be fai
that Singapore r~wdicz are cspecizily strong in the cducational.and
of

anl

course

iz but we still do lay behind other
tne watchdog function.
to goverment's rocuept
there isgrQom £
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This sensitive
closely linkca with press and libel laws as well as

ivencss to criticisme I would only say that
evelopment in this roespect.
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