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The Mass Media in Thailand: Their Roles in Socio-Economic 

Development. 

Th i s repo r t contains the fo l lowing sect ions and sub-sect ions: 

1 . Background 

1 . A 3 r i e f H is to ry of the Mass Media in Thai land 

2. The Nature of The i r Ownership and Government Control 

3. The Nature and Scope of The i r Inf luence in Thai Society 

][. The Roles of the Mass Media in Thai land 

1 . The Educational Role 

2. The Socia l Responsibi l i ty Role 

3. The "Watchdog" Role 

4 . The Developmental Role 

! l ! „ A Summary 
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BACKGROUND 

A B r i e f H is to ry 

As is t rue with most other count r ies in the w o r l d , the 

foundat ions of the Press in Thai land were la id wel i before those of 

other major media of mass communicat ion, namely, the motion 

p i c t u r e s , r a d i o , and te lev is ion . 

The f i r s t Thai Government use of the p r i n t i ng press occurred 

on A p r i l 27 , 1839, when 9,000 handbi l ls conta in ing a royal proc lama

t ion banning opium smoking and t rade were p r i n t e d . The proclamation 

was the f i r s t government document ever p r in ted in Tha i land. Other 

than t h i s , p r in t i ng in the ear ly years was conf ined to the re l ig ious 

publ icat ions of the Amer ican Chr i s t i an m iss ionar ies . 

Credit, for s ta r t ing the f i r s t newspaper in Thai land goes 

*o D r . Dan Beach P rad ley . Th is Amer ican miss ionary publ ished 

The Bangkok Recorder as a Thai- language fo r tn igh t ly newspaper 

beginning on July 4 , 1 844. Th is f i r s t venture was not pa r t i cu la r l y 

success fu l , howeve" , and the Bangkok Recorder folded up af ter one 

y e a r , oniy to be resumed as a monthly newspaper on March 12, 1865. 

The next y e a r , a i ibei suit was brought against Dr . . Bradley by the 

F rench Consul in Bangkok. The case was found against the American 

m iss i ona ry , who was forced to pr in t an apology and pay an indemnity. 

Two years l a te r , perhaps as an a f te r -e f fec t of the adverse court 

dec i s i on , he discontinued the pub l ica t ion , thus ending the short l i fe 

of the f i r s t newspaper in Thai land. 

Interest in publ ishing newspapers in the nineteenth century was 

la rge ly confined among fore ign in terest groups and court c i r c l e s . The 
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early years of the present century, however, definitely saw 

this interest expanded to other groups in Thailand — academic, 

rel igious, business, military and others. Their publications 

were ma,:.' periodicals, leaving the daily newspaper field still 

to be explored and utilized. 

And utilized It was. During the reign of King Vajiravudh 

(1910 - 1925) no fewer than 20 daily newspapers - - including 

two Chinese and one English — were reported to be In existence. . 

The King, himself a literary figure of note, was keenly Interested 

In journalistic work. In addition to his writings of purely literary 

. r.&.ture, he was known to have contributed numerous articles 

answering charges his critics levelled against his administration. 

The newspaper business continued to make reasonable 

prog ress unt i l it was severely handicapped by the shortage of 

newspr in t dur ing the Second Wor l d W a r . Recovery soon fol lowed 

the end of the wa r . 

Tu rn ing to r a d i o , we may reca l l that rad io communication was 

in t roduced into Thai land in A p r i l 1904, to be fo l lowed three years 

la ter by two rad io stat ions set up for o f f i c ia l ise by the Royal Thai 

Navy . The Royal Thai Army a lso introduced f i e ld rad io communica

t ion units fo r use in the armed f o r ces . Th is ear ly beginning in 

rad io communication was fol lowed years later by rad io broadcasting 

for the pub l i c . 

Th i s development reached a mi lestone on May 31 , 1928 when 

the Post and Telegraph Department conducted a small experimental 

broadcast ing station using a home-made 200-watt t ransmi t te r . 

in contrast to i ts modest beginn ing, rad io broadcast ing in 

Thai land has become a somewhat gigant ic and confusing en te rp r i se . 
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The allied electronic medium of television soon overtook 

radio broadcasting In popularity, and there seems to be no doubt 

that the future lies In television whether one likes It or not. 

As a matter of record, Thailand Is the f irst country on the 

mainland of Asia to start regular television service. The first 

station, Thai TV Channel 4, set up In Bangkok by the Thai 

Television Co, , L t d , , went Into operation on June 24, 1 955, 

This was followed by about two and a half years later by a second' 

station. Army TV Channel 7, set up also In Bangkok by the Royal 

Thai Army, 

The Nature of Ownership and Government Cont ro l 

General ly speaking, the Thai P ress is p r iva te ly owned and 

operated wi th increasing p ro f i t motive and re la t i ve ly less po l i t i ca l 

back ing. There a re except ions, to be s u r e , but with r i s i ng costs of 

equipment and suppl ies , growing compet i t ion, need to enlarge 

readersh ip and get more money from a d v e r t i s e r s , the newspapers 

have been forced to keep a wary but steady eye on the i r business 

s ide . 

In contrast to the newspapers, however , rad io and te lev is ion 

stat ions a re legally owned by the Thai Government and /o r i ts 

agencies and departments as st ipulated by law. 

In actual p rac t i ce , some rad io stat ions and some te lev is ion 

stat ions farm out their programme and business arrangements to p r iva te 

groups or companies. These p r i va te groups or companies get thei r 

revenues from adver t i se rs . Por t ions of the earnings are given to 

legal owners of the radio or te lev is ion stat ions concerned. 
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Government cont ro l of the P ress is comparat ive ly s t r i c t . 

It is known that some dai ly newspapers and some weekly newspapers 

have been ordered closed by the Po l i ce Department under the power 

of. law. As the law stands, any newspaper publ ishing statements 

of ce r t a i n character shall be warned , impounded and destroyed or 

punishment in the form of w i thdrawal of the l icence of i ts p r i n t e r , 

publ isher or p r o p r i e t o r . Such statements include those which 

const i tu te offences against the Sovere ign or a re damaging to , or 

cost a s lu r on the Queen, the He i r Apparent or the Regent; those 

which a re insinuations against orcu..raging to the nation or the Thai 

people as a whole, or which d isc red i t Tha i l and , the Thai Government 

or the Thai people as a whole in the eyes of other count r ies ; those 

which contr ibute to the popular i ty or des i rab i l i t y of Communism or 

const i tu te Communist subvers ive tac t ics ; whose which are vu lga r , 

abus ive , and l ikely to undermine the morals and cu l tu re of the ra t i on ; 

and those which divulge o f f i c ia l sec re t s . 

Although the Government has extensive power to contro l the 

P r e s s and the country is technical ly s t i l l under Mar^iai L a w , no p r e -

publ icat ion censorship is imposed on the Press o^ fore ign :''?spatches. 

A form of post-publ icat ion censorship ex i s t s , however , in the sense 

that the author i t ies care fu l l y check the contents of the newspapers and 

hold them responsible for anything that is regarded as a v io la t ion 

of the law. 

On the radio and te lev is ion s ide , an Act of 1955 requ i res the 

operator of a redio broadcast ing stat ion or a te lev is ion stat ion to 

obtain permission f rom the l icensing o f f i ce , and so far no permit has 

been issued for a ; Pr ivate ly-owned s ta t ion . It should be impl ic i t l y 

c lear that the Government wishes to reserve the r i gh ts to operate the 

two evidently influential eleetooii ic media. 
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A l l radio and broadcasting and television stations come 

under the Government's Regulations on Radio and Television Broad

casting of 1975. "there Is a "Broadcasting Directing Board" wh ich , 

among other things, specifies and enforces the conditions and 

procedures In setting up or transferring a radio or T V station; 

oonslders and approves or d isapprove an application for sett ing up 

or transferring a rad io or T V stat ion; regulates adver t is ing and 

business operat ions of a l l s tat ions; regulates broadcast programming 

speci f ies des i rab le technical requi rements; specifies the condi'rtioiis 

and requ i rements fo r stat ions in fo l lowing the Regulat ions; 

designates requ i red time and programmes to be re layed f rom the 

Nat ional Broadcast ing Stat ion (Radio Thai land); adv ises , con t ro l s , 

superv ises and checks that stat ions observe the Regu la t ions . 

The Broadcast ing D i rec t i ng Board consis ts of: 

1 . P r ime Min is te r or Pe rson Designated by 

the P r ime M i n i s t e r * 

2. D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the Publ ic Relations 

Department or Representat ive 

3. D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the Post and Telegraph 

Department or Representat ive 

Chairman; 

member; 

4. D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the Po l i ce Department 

or Representat ive 

5. D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the Department of 

Cent ra l In te l l igence or Representat ive 

6. Sec re ta ry -Genera l of the National 

Secur i t y Counci l o r Representat ive 

7. Sec re ta ry -Genera l of the Jur id ica l 

Counci l or Representat ive 

member; 

- member; 

- member; 

- member; 

member; 

8. (Armed Forces ) Chief of Staff or 

Representat ive 

* In cu r ren t and customary p r a c t i c e , th is is the 

the Pr ime M in i s te r ' s Of f ice . 

member; 

Min is ter to 
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9. Two representa t ives of the Off ice of 

the Pr ime Min is te r - members; 

10. Representat ive of the Min is t ry of 

Educat ion - member; 

1 1 . Representat ive of the Min is t ry of 

Fo re ign A f f a i r s - member; 

12. Army Commander- in-Chief or 

Representat ive - member; 

13. Navy Commander- in-Chie f or 

Representat ive - member; 

14. A i r F o r c e Commander- in-Chief or 

Representat ive - member; 

15. Chief of the Broadcast ing D i rec t ing 

Board D iv i s i on (PRD) - member and 

sec re ta ry ; 

16. Chief of the Off ice of Frequency - member; 

Management (Post and Telegraph Department) 

The Nature and Scope of the Influence of the Mass 

Media in Tha i land 

Some genera l izat ions of the influence of the mass media in 

Tha i l and , as in other countr ies for that mat ter , can be and have 

been made. Some of them may well be true and even sel f . -evident, whi le 

o thers may be d i f f i cu l t to p rove . 
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If one were to make some public observations about the 

mass media In Thailand, such observations might include the 

following points: 

1. There are certain recognized and traditional differences 

amont the printed media in regard to the quality-versus-popularity 

aspect. 

2. The Press as a whole seems to enjoys its collective influence 

over the public in regard to matters that are against the Establishment. 

People are more ready to believe what the papers say about what is 

bad about the Administration and government machinery. Gossip 

columns and columnists are re la t i ve ly i n f l uen t ia l . 

3. Official news repor ts on rad io have a ve ry high degree of 

c r e d i b i l i t y as observed and often expressed by l i s teners themselves. 

4 . T e l e v i s i o n , which is cont ro l led c losely by the government, is 

a lso in f luent ia l in terms of o f f ic ia l news. Major publ ic announcements 

a re often made on te lev i s ion , simultaneously wi th rad io — and some 

announcements even or ig inate on te lev is ion and the voice signals 

a re then picked up and broadcast on the radio s ta t ions . Te lev is ion 's 

basic advantages of combined sight and sound, a sense of immediacy 

and involvement , and the medium's own potential a r e a l l work ing in 

i ts f a v o u r . 

T c supplement the above observat ions and genera l i za t ions , 

however , I should l ike to c i te three studies re la ted to the mass media 

in Thai land. 
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F IRST STUDY 

The first one Is a study on "Thai Rural Population and Its 

Information Habits 1976" made by the Department of Journalism 

and Mass Communication, Thammasat University In Bangkok. 

In summary, news seemed to be the only category of 

"meaningful" radio programmes which was liked best by rural 

l isteners. Other useful programmes, such as those on educa

t ion, health, and hygiene, and those programmes considered 

useful to their occupations or their "pocketbooks" did not get 

as much attention as they deserved. Furthermore, It was found 

that radio advertisements had no obvious influence over the vil lagers' 

decis ions to buy goods since the goods were bought more on the basis 

of convenience and access ib i l i ty than on any other bas is . 

There seemed to be no def in i te pat tern of the f requencies of 

read ing newspapers and magazines by r u ra l res idents of ei ther sex 

or of whatever age group. Fu r t he rmore , the cha rac te r i s t i c s of the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l occupation were not conducive to the spending of one's 

t ime in reading newspapers and magazines. The major i ty of the 

r u r a l people p re fe r red occasional buying of copies of newspapers and 

magazines and occasional bor rowing f rom the i r re la t i ves or other 

pe rsons , to d i rec t subscr ip t ion. 

As regards the categor ies of favour i te conten ts , it was found 

that both male and female r u ra l res idents l ike news best; next came the 

contents considered useful to the reade rs ' occupat ion and the earning of 

a l i v i n g . Female ru ra l residents a lso l iked entertainment contents 

in genera l . Fu r the rmore , the major i ty of both the groups that had not 

completed pr imary education and those that had completed pr imary edu

cat ion seemed to l ike the contents in the same manner or o rde r — that i s , i'.. 

they l iked news best; next came the contents considered useful to the 

r e a d e r s ' occupation and "pocketbooks"; and then general entertainment 

contents . 
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Results were partially close to those regarding radio broadcast 

listening — that I s , the news contents attracted the largest reader

ship or attention. But the contents considered directly useful to 

education, nutrit ion, health an..' lyglene did not get as much attention 

as ithey deserved. The reason for not reading newspapers and 

magazines given by rural residents In the northern region, the 

central region and the southern region (KrabI) was the lack of time, 

due to one's occupation and personal matters to attend to. The reason 

given by the northeastern rural dwellers and the southern (Songkhla) 

rural residents was somewhat different. They said they could not 

find reading material mainly because of transportation, communication 

and economic problems. 

Th is medium had reached l i t t le of the r u r a l populat ion. In the 

a reas under survey only seven te lev is ion sets were found, or 

only about 1.34 of the total populat ion. The major i ty of the r u ra l 

populat ion r a r e l y thought of dai ly v iewing of te lev is ion as a habit — 

unl ike the urban res iden ts . F o r the r u ra l popula t ion, v iewing 

te lev is ion was only by chance and was usually at other people's 

houses. The survey r e s u l t s , not unnatura l ly , showed that the r u r a l 

populat ion as a whole and of a l l age groups, at a l l educational 

levels and of a l l occupat ions, viewed te lev is ion only on a r a r e occasion. 

A s rega rds the favour i te programmes on t e l e l v i s i o n , there 

were some d i f ferences between men and women. Most men l iked best 

the spor ts programmes; next came the entertainment programmes, and 

then the news programmes. Bu t , on the other hand, women l iked 

best the entertainment programmes; next came the news programmes; 

programmes useful to thei r occupations and l ive l ihood; and the sports 

programmes were last on the scaie of p re fe rence . 
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In addition It was found that preferences for television 

programmes t$ rural residents of different age groups and 

different educational levels seemed to be nearly Identical. 

However, to the majority of the rural population television 

was a medium of entertainment more than anything else, and they 

were not Interested In d i rec t l y useful and meaningful programmes 

as much as they should be. 

A comparat ive study of the use of the four major mass 

media by the r u r a l population showed that rad io broadcasting was 

used most and reached most of the people (86.64%); next came the 

motion p i c tu res (70.23%); newspapers and magazines (43 .701 ); 

and te lev is ion (26 .34%) . 

Compar ison of the f requencies of use of the mass media 

showed that in a l l regions of the country the r u r a l res iden ts , no 

matter if they were in fa rm ing , business or manual labour , would 

use the media in a s imi la r manner. The exception was government 

o f f i c i a l s who would use newspapers and magazines most; next were 

rad io and te lev is ion in equal p ropor t ion ; and the motion p ic tu res 

were least used. 

The o rde r of c red ; b i l i t y a t t r ibuted to the var ious media seemed 

to be the same fo r most r u ra l residents of both sexes and of a l l age 

groups and occupat ions. The order seemed to b e , f rom the highest 

to the lowest: r a d i o , newspapers, te lev is ion , and motion p i c tu res . 

In add i t i on , most r u ra l residents were of the opinion that 

rad io was the best medium for in format ion, news , programmes useful 

to t he i r da i ly l i f e , and entertainment* Fo l l ow ing rad io in th is respect 

we re : newspapers , te lev is ion , and motion p i c tu res (the least) . 
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SECOND STUDY 

The second study Is by the Educational Research Division 

of the Office of the National Education Commission. It ts called 

"A Study of the Role of Mass Media In Education of Vi l lagers 1978. " 

The major points In the evaluation of the radio broadcasting 

programmes, television, newspapers, magazines, and the motion 

p i c t u res were as fo l lows: 

1 . The f i ve mass media had s ign i f i cant ly d i f fe ren t va lues. 

Radio had the highest va lue , and was of a g rea te r value than t e l ev i 

s i o n . Te lev is ion had agreater value than newspapers and magazines. 

Newspapers and magaziriirs had a greater value than the movies. 

(Newspapers and magazines were not s ign i f i can t l y d i f fe ren t ) . 

2 . On the average, persons in d i f ferent geographical areas 

p laced near ly s imi la r values on al l media, except that people in 

the south valued rad io , newspapers and magazines ra ther less than 

d id persons in other reg ions, and that Bangkok's suburban residents 

the movies ra ther l i t t l e . 

3 . Bangkok's out lying suburban res idents both in sani tat ion 

( re la t i ve l y wel l -developed) areas and outside sani ta t ion areas valued 

a l l media, on the average, to the same deg ree , except that persons 

in sani tat ion areas valued the magazines ra the r more highly than did 

persons in other areas. 

4 . Both males and females placed just about s im i la r va lues , on 

the average, on_.all media. 
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5. Persons In di f ferent age g roups , on the ave rage , valued 

a l l media d i f fe ren t l y . On< the average, persons in the 20 - 24 

age group valued al l media more highly than did persons in 

a l l other age groups. Persons In the 50 - 54 age group valued 

r a d i o , magazines and the movies ra ther less than did persons in 

a l l other age groups. 

6. On the average, persons whose educational attainment was 

above M . S . 3 (equivalent to the 10 the grade in the Amer ican 

system) valued each medium more highly then cii d . persons of other 

educat ional leve ls . Persons whose educational attainment was 

below four years of p r imary education or wi thout any education 

valued a l l media to the least degree. 

7. Persons with an income of 1,501 - 2,500 baht per month 

valued a l i media, on the average, more h ighly than did persons with 

an income of 5'..0 baht and less per month and 2,301 - 3,000 baht per 

month. 

8. Persons engaged in agr icu l tu re valued rad io and the 

movies a l i t t l e more highly than did persons of other occupat ions, but 

they valued te lev is ion , newspapers and magazines less than did the 

other g roups . 

9. Persons who had engaged in ac t i v i t i es usual ly considered to be 

for the common good valued al l media more than did persons who had 

not done so. 

10. Persons with ra ther high economic and socia l status valued a l l 

media more than did persons wi th lower economic and social s tatus. 

Persons with rather low economic and social status valued rad io , 

t e l ev i s i on , newspapers and magazines to the least degree. 
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THIRD STUDY 

The third study Is by the Public Opinion Survey Division 

of the Public Relations Department. It Is called "A Survey of 

Information Habits and use of Mass Media by the People In Five 

Southern Provinces of Thailand 1977." 

The major findings as related to the inf luence of the mass 

media are summarized as follows. 

In comparing the three mass media, the people in the southern 

border prov inces believed most in rad io (45.3 per cent) ; next was 

te lev is ion (33.4 per cent) and then the newspapers (7.5 per cent). 

A group did not belfd-ve in any of them (13.8 per cent) . 

The residents of Muang d i s t r i c t s bel idved more in te levis ion , 

poss ib ly because the residents of the border d i s t r i c t s could not get 

c lea r recept ion from Channel 10 in Hat Y a i , and te lev is ion sets 

were more expensive. Newspaper copies were less accessib le 

than r a d i o . Some vi l lages did not have e lec t r i c i t y or not al l 

v i l l a g e r s couid manage to have e lec t r i c i t y — except v i l lage headmen 

or school teachers. T rans i s to r i zed rad io rece iv ing sets seemed to be 

the onlb' thing universal ly accessib le to most v i l l a g e r s . The re fo re , 

rad io would be most popular and c red i tab le . 

In summary, a survey of in format ion habits and use of mass 

media by the people in f ive southern border prov inces revealed that 

the major i t y of people l iked and bel ieved most in r a d i o . Out of the 12 

rad io broadcast ing stat ions covered in th is s u r v e y , four belonged 

to the P'-iblic Relations Department. These four were in Hat Y a i , Y a l a , 

Be tong, and Satun. But they were not as much popular wi th the audiences 

as they should be. The i r programmes might be uninterest ing and the i r 

t ransmissions might leave much technical ly to be des i red . 
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The Role of The Mass Media In Thailand 

The Educat ion I Role 

The results of one recent study (the second study cited 

ear l ier ) showed that the entertainment contents were of the 

greatest interest to users of three media — television, magazines, 

and movies. News and general information were of the greatest 

interest to users of only two media — radio and newspapers. Items 

of knowledge, learning and cu l tu re were a second attraction to 

users of two media — newspapers and magazines — and were of 

the least interest — less than advertisements — in two media -

te lev is ion and movies. 

These resu l t s should be accepted only as an indicat ion of how 

a t t r a c t i v e some por t ions of the mass media contents a re to the 

aud iences, as wel l as an indicat ion of the re la t i ve educational ro les 

the mass media play in Thai society . 

Whi le it is obviously d i f f icu l t to ra te sc ien t i f i ca l l y the degrees 

of importance of the educational ro les played by the var ious mass media, 

i t may be reasonable to observe that , in terms of educational contents , 

rad io comes f i r s t , fol lowed by te lev is ion and then the pr in ted media. 

The motion p ic tu res seem to cater fo r entertainment almost 

exc lus ive ly . 

The Soc ia l Responsibi l i ty Role 

It is f a i r to say that each and a l l of the mass media have claimed 

at one time or another that they have a sense of social respons ib i l i t y , 

and they w i l l deny any accusation to the c o n t r a r y . 
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It Is a moot point whether any of the mass media has always 

maintained any unwavering and uncompromising sense of soctal 

respons ib i l i t y beyond a shadow of doubt. Perhaps neither has any 

other segment of society. 

To their credit , some newspapers have shown social 

responsibility than others, which, for business reasons or for 

expected financial gains, have succumbed from tjrne to time to 

bad judgements or dec is ions. 

F e w , even in the newspaper c i r c l e s , w i l l deny that some 

newspaper r e p o r t e r s and ed i tor ia l staff members have been known 

:o be engaged in what is tantemount tit ex to r t i on . I t ; i s to be hoped 

tha* mutual s e i f - c r i t i c i s m among the P ress and moral ind ignat ion, if 

any , w i ! ! help to check these unseemly pract ices among a bad but some

times voc i fe rous m ino r i t y . 

It is under iable that blatant sensat ional ism, d is tor ted and 

exaggerated headl ines, or ove^commercial izat ion or unreasonable 

exp lo i ta t ion of ce r ta in subjects can be found in ce r ta in or many Thai 

newspapers. RAdio and te lev is ion s ta t ions, which are supposedly 

under more s t r i c t o f f ic ia l superv is ion and c o n t r o l , a re often found 

to be pe rpe t ra to r s of commerc ia l ism, bad tas te , and d is regard for 

accepted or des i rab le social va lues. 

The "Watchdog" Role 

Radio and te lev is ion organizat ions in Tha i l and , perhaps for 

obvious reasons , cannot be said to be t rad i t iona l ly engaged in what 

is descr ibed as a "watchdog r o l e . " Th is ro le is normal ly and some

times b r i l l i an t l y played by almost a l l of the Thai newspapers at one 
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time or another , w i th vary ing degrees of success — or f a i l u r e . 

Some Thai newspapers, e i ther in the i r co l lec t i ve ed i to r ia l 

p resenta t ion or through the i r columns, have fought admirably wel l 

and much to the i r c red i t the usual social ev i ls found in any society 

in the w o r l d and some other forms of social malaise found more — much 

to the reg re t of the Thai people as a whole — in present Thai 

soc ie ty . Some of these crucading newspapers in Thai land have 

much to be proud of in the i r "watchdog" r o l e . 

Taken, as a whole and under the p reva i l i ng c i rcumstanoes; the 

Thai P r e s s seems to be the only medium of mass communication on which 

the people can depend to point out what is wrong wi th the i r soc ie ty , 

to spot misdeeds by o f f i c ia ldom, and to help in f ight ing the usual and 

perenn ia l i l l s of the i r soc iety . 

Tr.e DeveSopmenta! Role 

The government of Thai land and its var ious agencies have often 

c la imed that they make use of rad io broadcast ing and te lev is ion in the 

socia! and economic development of the coun t ry . Th is cannot be denied. 

However , the effect iveness of the re levant i^adio and te lev is ion 

programmes, the eff ic iency in the conscious use of the media for 

national development, and the pe rcep t ion , i f any , of the developmental 

r o l e by some of the men who actual ly run these rad io and te lev is ion 

s ta t ions , a re something that is f o r f u r t he r ana lys is and conc lus ion. 

it would appear to a casual observer that the need to make money, 

. i t h e r f o r the same of p ro f i t -mak ing or to cover the re la t i ve l y large 
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Investment and operating expenses required, has somewhat obscured 

the perspective of most television stations especially In regard to 

their expected, assigned or assumed role of agents for developments. 

The newspaper Press has not done much better In thla 

regard . Any participation by the newspapers In the direct process 

of development seems to be somewhat unconscious, not by choice but 

by necessity, and often connected with their own need for Increased 

circulat ion. 

It is fair to point out that at a seminar-cum-workshop on " In

formation Systems for Rural Development" held in Phuket in 

Southern Tha i land dur ing August 25 - 31 this yea r , the Pres ident of 

the P r e s s Assoc ia t ion of Thai land was quoted as having s ta ted, "The 

newspapers have al ready been including contents conducive to r u ra l 

development. At present many newspapers have increased the numbers 

of the i r pages and the i r columns which a re d i rec t l y benef ic ia l in this 

r e g a r d . The newspapers can do better if government agencies can 

supply them wi th adequate interest ing mate r ia l s . " 

SUMMARY 

It seems to be asafe general izat ion that modern society iis 

i nex t r i cab ly involved wi th the process of in format ion and communicat ion. 

The mass media a re deeply involved wi th what goes on in soc ie ty . They 

inf luence i t , and they a re influenced by i t . Socio-economic change 

is inf luenced by the mass media and the mass a re inf luenced by and are 

subject to socio-economic change. 
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The in teract ion bet 'een tne two is sometimes obv ious , 

sometimes not readi iy percept ib le . Never the less i: is there . 

It must be observed that socio-economic change can never be 

p inpointed to one singl cause; modern society is too complex for 

that . The mass media a^e not solely responsib le for s o c i o 

economic change — they a re only one of the many causes cont r ibut ing 

to such change,, The ro leof the mass media may be very .mp^rtant 

in socio-economic change, Indr ed , it is logicai and ef fect ive to plan 

the use of the mass meaia as agents tor socio-economic cnange. 

A s the mass media ar-e here to s tay } it is JUST as wel l to 

make the most of -hem, 
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