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S e m i n a r on Mass Med ia &• S o c . o - E c o n o m i c Change 

C O U N T R Y R E P O R T ON M A L A Y S I A 

by 

E n c l k Do I Rami i 

G e n e r a l M a n a g e r , B E R N A M A 

Some B a c k g r o u n c i 

A c o m p r e h e n s i v e h i s t o r y o f the mass med ia and commun ica t i on a r t s 

in M a i a y s ' a yet r e m a n s ro be w r i t t e n . H o w e v e r , w i t h the deve lopment 

of the mass cc r r tmur i ca^ 'on p r o g r a m m e s I n t r o d u c e d s i n c e the e a r l y seven t ies 

m a i i e a s ' t n ^ e e i n s t i t u i ons o* h i g h e r l e a r n i n g ( U n i v e r s i t i S a i n s M a l a y s i a . 

U r . ; ve rs ' : t ; K e b a n g s a a n Ma ays = a and M A R A I n s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l o g y ) we may 

e x p e c . such a v a l u a b l e r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l to become a v a i l a b l e in the n o t 

i c e - d . star- , • u ' u ' - s , L . k e w s e . we nope and p r a y rhar t h r o u g n the agency of 

;hese ;r.sv - r u ' : o n s m o r e and b e ' t e r >ra ned c o m m u n i c a t i o n p r a c t i t i o n e r s , 

l e a c n e r s , r e s e a r c h e r s and a d m ' n ; s ; . r a t o r s vvil i e m e r g e to meet the p r e s e n t 

acute d e m a n d - a r d - s o p r M y s - l u a ' ^ o n , 

M e a r w h i ' e e v e r y br- :ef s k e t c h o f the b a c k g r o u n d , h i s t o r i c a l o r 

o -he r w : s e ; o f ;ne v a - ' c u s b r a n c h e s o f m e c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r t s i n M a ' a y s i a 

might p--ove use fu - ',r- p ~ r v - b i n g us w i m a b e t t e r p e r s p e c t i v e of the Sem ina r 

d i s c u s s i o n s to f c i i c w on tne theme of "Mass Med^a and S o c i o - E c o n o m t c 

Change 1 1 . 

A s a n a t i o n , M a ; a y s ' a is s p M y o u n g , h a v i n g j u s t c e l e b r a t e d i t s 

i 5th b i r t h d a y on 31 st Augus t 1 9?8. P r e v i o u s l y ; the s t a t e s of M a l a y s i a 

w e r e unde r B r i t i s h <-uie_ some of them f o r o v e r 80 y e a r s , i n 1957, the 

1 1 s ' .a :es in Wes : . M a i a y s ' e became ndependent and w e r e known as the 

F e d e r a t i o n of M a l a y a . In 1963 , S a b a h , S a r a w a k and S i n g a p o r e j o i n e d 

the F e d e r a t i o n , w h ; c h was hence+or 'h known as the F e d e r a t i o n o f 
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M a i a y s a . W n e r S i n g a p o r e s e p a r a t e d in 1955- ' .here w e r e 13 s ta tes l e f t . 

Tr.ere a r e two un ique f e a i u ^ e s aboui M a ' a y s . a j me f i r s t be ' ng i t s 

m u i t i - r a c i a ' comoos ' •: «on and the second be ing ;he p ^ y s i c a ' and c u l t u r a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s berween Eas t and Wes t Ma lays a , Bo tn these f e a t u r e s have 

had a c i c s e r -e ;a t ;onsn;p w i t h the o r i g i n , deve lopment and c u r r e n t s ta tus 

of the mass med.a -r. M a ' a y s ' a . F o r e x a m p l e , the ex -s r -ng p r i n t media 

r- M a ' a y s a use the >ar,guages of the d i f f e r e n t ethn-c g r o u p s and r e f l e c t 

t h e i r i n t e r e s ' S . i t is a ' so w o r t h n o i ; n g m a : r n e leve l of mass med-a 

pene?r-a" :or i , d e v e i o o m e ' v and sopn-s- - ca t i on is h i g re " " in Wes t M a ' a y s i a 
: h a n in Eas t M a ' a y s a , 

• r~ M a l a y s i a f i r e mi-ee m a ; o r commun i ca ; on rr^sa-a - p r in t - , e l e c t r o n i c 

?.-.-- c.'-rr. ... ra>/e s-gr f . can i - y s:eDped up t hem rr.-ies as agen'.s of change. 

'•': :-~ fc--rr -, ecL-cate, mc- •, a te and e n t e r i a r- eacn ;n i t s own way w i t h 

c *ie-".r;g s ty le - , d e g - e e s o? ;nrer-s':J>- one . , . „ . s u c c e s s . 

a , T.'" ? ..!?.r,'.! . 'J„-tdsSl5 " L'lle ^ ' d e s j 

'^••~ed car;:--. m e p.-.n- med.a enjoy me ' e . g e s ! ms ' .o ry of mass 

c; :"•"•_• f ca .cm e< s 5 ' c e n n s c o u n t y . o a ; f q beck :o me e a r ! y 

r •=• •• e. en : •-• cen- i . '>• w •-• - r e eme-gence of suc r " p e w s p a c s r s ' 1 (-f T>ey can 

be so Co so as m e C h i n e s e Morvm-v Me^£_zjj2.e f " S ' . o ^ b ; ' S n e d -r- M a l a c c a 

- t 8* 5 sr-d .~e E r 'Ci' s n - ' a n g u a g e Pe r25£iS„G2z ( l i l .e founded n 1838. 

Sut> = equen- •• ••• o v e r :ne y e a r s mo re E r g i i s n and v e r n a c u l a r - l a n g u a g e 

newsP3De~s , c ' o s e p to the p rese r . i day d e f m i : on of the P " e s s , came in to 

prn'.» The E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e p r e s s in M a i a v s a as •n many o t h e r A s i a n 

c o u n t r es came w 1 ^ me co ior . z e r s a n d , b e f o r e ' 957 . :• s e r v e d the 

i n t e r e s * of ; r p p e r ; e i B r ; ' a ; n m c e man ?na: of m.e g e n e r a 1 oub;>c unae>m v e=s-

B e c a u s e of m e un ique p l u r a l c h a r a c t e r of M a l a y s i a ' s popu la t i on . , the 

leca 1 p r e s s lends ;o d e v e l o p a l o n g m u l t s - i i n g u a 1 and f a m t ' y r a c a 1 i m e s „ w i ; h 

n e w s p a p e r s a v a i l a b l e <r\ m e f o u r rna jor ianguages spoken in the c o u n t r y ; M a ; a y 

( the na t i ona l and e f n e i a ! !anguage) s E n g l i s h , , C h i n e s e and I n d i a n . O t h e r 

d i a l e c t s f o r s m a l l e r m - r c - v t y g r o u p s a l s o ex<sr as , f o r example. , :n P u n j a b i 
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and Kadazan (a dia lect of Sabah), the la t te r in the form of a dai ly supplement 

ra the r than a separate newspaper, 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e fac i l i t i es in Malaysia a re reasonably well developed 

to che extent that newspapers produced in the nat ional capi ta l (Kuala Lumpur) 

more often than not become avai lable even in the smal ler towns of mainland 

Malaysia and in the State capi ta ls of Sabah and Sarawak by the same 

a f te rnoon. Telecommunicat ion f ac i l i t i es ( p h o n e , te lex and te 'epr in ter ) 

inc luding sa te l l i te l inks SDanning the South Ch in Sea between Peninsular 

Malaysia and Sabah/Sarawak also keep the 13 states of Malaysia in c'iose 

and dai ly contact with one another . 

Media " ha rdwa re " too have advanced to a f a i r degree of soph is t i 

cat ion wi tn offset and c o l o u r - p r i n t i n g f i r m s . One newspaper group (The 

New S t r a i t s Times) has a l ready adopted fo r some time now tne latest 

technique in copy edi t t ing using computer isa t ion and the e lectronic screen. 

To da te , Malaysian da i l ies total 36 , weekl ies (actual ly Sunday 

e d i i c r s ) 10, b i -week ly and fo r tn igh t l y pub l ica t ions one each - a i ! pr ivate 

sector e f f o r t s . Th is number is separate f rom the dai iy b i - ! 'ngua l outputs 

of Ma lays ia 's nat ional news agency BERNAMA and from 141 other regular 

o^ r i od i ca i s of a general ly educat iona l , in format ive and entertainment 

ri-3tu<"e publ ished in the four- major Malaysian languages on a weekiy } 

p i - w e e k l y , monthly, q u a r t e r l y , b i -annual ly and annual bas is . Without 

except ion a!1 these oubl icat ions - da i l ies and pe r iod ica ls a l ike - are 

req:.;:-ed to c a r r y a p r in t ing permit renewable annual ly ca i 'ed the KDN 

- abbrev ia t ion for_Kementerian Dalam Neger i (Malay fo r the Min is t ry of 

Home A f f a i r s which l icenses al l publ icat ions meant for publ ic sale and 

.sumption). Non-renewal of a KDN usual ly means cessat ion of the per iod ica l 

concerned. Malaysian pub l ishers have always cons idered this constra int 

unnecessary and have agitated against it on and off for quite some time now. 

The state of f inancial health and, t h e r e f o r e , of physical p rogress 

and development of the average Malaysian newspaper and to some extent 

other pe r i od i ca l s too depends large ly on adver t i s ing revenue ra ther than 

on st reet sa les . In Malaysia apparent ly , the l a rge r the establ ished 
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c i r cu l a t i on f i g u r e , the higher the adver t is ing rates chargeable and the 

more v iable becomes the publ icat ion concerned. L i k e any other business, 

the saying "success breeds success" also appl ies to the communication 

i ndus t r y . 

b. BERNAMA - unique and non-pro f i t -mak ing 

BERNAMA - Malaysia 's national news agency - became operational 

as a non -p ro f i t -mak 'ng statutory body in 1968 wi th po l i cy -dec is ion invested 

in a Boa rd of Governors drawn f rom the Malaysian p ress and Government 

mass media in equal number. The Board is headed by a Chairman jo in t ly 

appj> n ied by both p a r t i e s . !t i s , t he re fo re , a unique cooperat ive venture 

between the Malaysian press and the Government mass media (pr inc ipa l ly 

Radio and Te lev i s i on Malaysia) al l paying subscr ip t ion fees to BERNAMA 

which p rov ides a dai iy news serv ice in Malay and Engl ish via te lep r in te r . 

A p a r t f rom f-,aving an of f ice or bureau in every State capi ta l in 

i f ie c o u n t r y j BERNAMA also operates a fore ign correspondent of f ice in 

Jakar ta and Bangkok, i ts p lan to cover the A S E A N sub- reg ion news-wise 

wi( ! become complete when an of f ice 5s set up in Manila next year and : f 

the S ingapore Government approves BERNAMA's appl icat ion to start, a 

sinv' iar o f f i ce in the is land Republ ic . 

L i k e any other news agencies and newspapers , BERNAMA supplements 

•; is r egu ' a r staf f wi th ; t r i nge rs iocated in v i r t ua l l y every d i s t r ; c t in 

the coun t r y , 

in Ma lays ia , the internat ional w i re se rv ices ( R E U T E R , AP and UPl'i 

f ree ly sel l the i r news d i rec t l y to local subscr ibers thus in a way comoe- no 

with BERNAMA. In the case of the Agence F r a n c e - P r e s s e , BERNAV.A ha-

cont rac ted to sel l and d is t r ibu te AFP wor ld news - general as wel l as 

economic - to iocai c l i en ts . 

BERNAMA's plan for physical expansion includes a Photo Se rv i ce 

next year and Radio: .• Teletype Serv i ce (RTT) w i th in three years for 

overseas news t ransmiss ion purpose. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



5 -

e, The E i j e t r o p i e Medie; ^ Qovernmen1, monopoly 

Th© most s igni f icant ma§a m©dia development ©f th© century i§ 

In th© broadeat t ing f ie ld - rad io and TV* This i§ ©specially §e sine© 

th© ISSO's wh©n the impact ef sel ld-stat© technology ( t rans is tor isa t ion) 

r©sult©d !n en©ap and pertabl© radie r©e©iv!ng s©t§ pr©l i f©rat ing thu§ 

revo lu t ion is ing ma§i eemmunie i t len. It leads t© th© concept ©f th© "Global 

Vi l lage1 1 when people th© wor ld over were enabled to enjoy one another 's 

news, vi<iWB and cu l tu re instant ly at v i r t ua l l y l i t t le or no extra cost . 

Be fo re Wor ld War I I , Malaysia already had some form of radio 

broadcast ing of low power when the Malayan Wi re less Society began 

mr. 'ce weekly t ransmiss ions f rom Peta l ing H i l l , Kuala Lumpur , on 325 meters 

rnfcd'umwave in 1930-31 , and when Stat ion ZHJ of the Penang Wi re less 

Society broadcast dai ly in Malay, T a m i l , Chinese and Engl ish on 49.3 meters 

shor twave. 

Wi;h the conquest of Malaysia (cal led "Maiaya" then) by the Japanese 

mi'• • iary 5 broadcast ing was developed professional ly as an instrument of 

Japanese propaganda;, w i th radio stat ions located at Penang, Kuala LumDur, 

Se^emoan and Malacca and the t ransmit ter power ra ised to a respectable 10 

K' i . . vat i s . 

Wi lh the re tu rn of the B r i t i s h colonial admin is t rat ion and the 

beginning of the ,1 2 -Year Emergency (1948-1960) involv ing Communist 

t e r r o r i s m , rad io broadcast ing especial ly af ter the 1957 Merdeka year 

began to develop rap id l y . More stations and h igher -powered t ransmi t te rs 

ranging up to 750 k i lowat t strength we^e instal led and the broadcast nours 

and programme va r ie t y great ly extended to cater to al l tastes and sect ions 

of the community. Today Radio Malaysia 's t ransmiss ion hours in 13 

languages and dia iects on a na t iona l , overseas, regional and local b road 

cast scale ( including FM Stereophonic Serv i ce and regular programmes 

fc \ schools) total near ly 1 ,000 hours a week. Its blanket coverage wi th 

over lapping mediumwave, shortwave and FM singnals can be descr ibed as 

total and pervas ive . 
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Television come to Malaysia late in 1963 with a black-and-white 

625 line system on a one-network and four- ianguage basis in i t i a l l y . A 

second network scon followed in 1969. Presently the bulk of tne country 

including the more populated areas of Sabah and Sarawak , l inked via 

satellite and an extensive microwave network system, are exposed to 

Television signals. Colour transmission on the PAL system is scheduled 

to start in December this year. 

Radio and TV services in Ma lays ia , owned and operated solely by 

Government, are placed under the portfolio of the Min is t ry of Information which 

also controls the Department of ln,<;.*mation Se rv i ces and Fi lem 

Negara Malaysia (Malaysian F i lm Un i t ) . A recent 1977 survey by a pr 'va te sector 

agency repor ted Radio Malays ia 's dai ly audience at 5.088,000 and "r\y 

Malays ia 's at 5 ,235.000 in a country cf less than 12,000.000 peop'e. 

d . The F ' im Med :a - s t i l - net f u i l y developed. 

T h e f i lm industry in Malaysia .'s a pes t -Wor ld War >! phenomenon, 

begun by p r i va te companies ( in i t ia l l y Shaw Bro the rs and Cathay Organisa

t ion in the case of feature f i lms) and by >ne Government's own Ma'ayan 

F-irn U->':t =n tne case of documentary and cub; ic' :y - type f i lms, !; :s S P - I 

beset wi th proojems consistent w i th a somewhat pa'nfui per iod of adolescent 

growth,, especially in the c rea t i ve f i e l d , 

F ' jm cu 'pui is s t i i l desul tory and low in the case o^ feature f r ,ms 

but there have been promis ing signs of g rowing sophis t icat ion In act ing 

and product ion which augur wei l for this i ndus t ry , Renewed interest in 

f i lm-go ing among Malaysians now enjoying a re la t i ve l y h igh - = f a n d - - ^ -' 

l i v ing and exposed to a da ; ly diet of syndicated T V programmes r^vo some

thing to do in k ind l ing th is development. The f i lm adver t is ing industry too 

has begun to be luc ra t i ve and compet i t ive. It may wei ! prov ide the necess? •*,•• 

impetus to a mo* e v igorous growth in the feature f i lm industry as a whc-;'e. 

T h e r e are s t i l l abundant subjects and mater ia ls not to say talent in Ma: a.ysi>. 

ready for f i lm exp lo i ta t ion . 
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e. Pub l i c Relat ions - a iate s ta r t e r . 

Pub l i c Relat ions is the youngest and as yet smal le . t mass 

communicat ion indust ry in Malaysia. It may not remain so for long due 

to i ts beginning to be recognised by iocal organisat ion - both Government 

and p r i v a t e a l i ke - as an essential ingredient in successful dealing with 

the publ ic and in co rpora te image pro jec t ions . Present ly there is a 

nat ional Inst" i>He of Pub l i c Relat ions set up in 1952 to look after the 

p ro fess iona l in te res ts of i ts p r a c t i t i o n e r s ; drawing up guidel ines and a 

code of conduct and prov id ing local informat ion and t ra in ing for the 

indus t ry as a who le . 

f0 A d v e r t i s i n g - also re la t i ve l y new 

Though adver t i s ing has existed in Malaysia for some t ime, i ts 

development into an organised branch of the mass communication industry s 

re la t i ve l y new. P resen t l y there are some 50 adver t i s ing agencies and 

counse l l o rs most ly Malays ian-owned. However , the big adver t is ing agencies 

a re fo re ; gn-owned or sre iocal branches of fore ign-based internat ional 

agenc 'es . T h e r e are two organisat ions looking a f te r the interests of 

adve r t i s i ng agenc ies , namely the Malaysian Assoc ia t ion of Adver t i se rs 

and the Assoc ia t i on of Acc red i ted A d v e r t i - ' n g Agenc ies . 

Government Mass Media - intense and p e r v a s i v e 

A s stated e a r l i e r , the Min is t ry of Informat ion operates and 

coord inates a l l Government mass media ac t i v i t i es through i ts three main 

departments: of Broadcast ing (Radio and T V Malaysia - the most pervas ive) , 

of In format ion Se rv i ces (organis ing Government exh ib i t i ons , d is t r ibut iong 

pamphlets , obta in ing feedback, operat ing Mobi le U n i t s , etc) and F i lem Negara 

Malays ia . I ts mul t i -media object ives are descr ibed b r i e f l y as fo l lows: 

(a) to expla in in depth and with the widest poss ib le coverage the 

po l i c i es and programmes of the Government, 

(b) to s t imula te publ ic interest and opinion in o rde r to br ing about 
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(c) to a s s i s t in p r o m o ! ,ng c i v : c c o n s c i o u s n e s s and f o s t e r i n g the 

d e v e l o p m e n t of M a i a y s i a n a r t s and c u l t u r e , and 

(d) to p r o v i d e s u i t a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r p o p u l a r e d u c a t i o n , g e n e r a ! 

i n f o r m a t i o n and e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

In ~ecent y e a r s e m p h a s i s has been g i ven by the M i n i s t r y to 

p~og~ammes d e s i g n e d ic neip b r i n g about the d e s i r e d s o c i a l change-, T o 

a c h i e v e t h i s , i n c r e a s i n g a t t e n t i o n is be ing g i v e n to d e v e l o p m e n t - s u p p o r t 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n . T h e m a c h i n e r y of a l l f n r e e depa r tmen ts is g e a r e d t 'owaror 

p r o m o t i n g n a t . o n a l un i t y in k e e p i n g w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s of R U K U N E G A R A -

the n a t i o n a l I d e o l o g y , e n s u r i n g that the peop le a r e f u l i y awa^e of <ne 

u'ms and o b j e c t i v e s of the T h i r d M a l a y s a P l a n and New Economic P o h c y 

snov., f « r ;3 i i y , e n c o u r a g n g t h e p e o p l e ' s p a r t i c i p a t o r ! i n The v a r i o u s meas . 'es 

j r d e - t c - K e n by the G o v e r n m e n t i o - n e l p a c h i e v e the goa ls of na t i ona l deve iop rnem. 

;'.re T h ' r d M a ' a y s - a F l a n (19' . .6-1980) 

ij-;d New E c g n c m i c P o i [_cy 

T "ie c e r - f e i 'neme o f s o c i o - e c o n o m i c change in Ma 'ays r a . . as fa^ 

?s .'"-e G o v e r n m e n t and i t s m a c h i n e r y a^e c o n c e r n e d , r e v I . s o^ :ne New 

Econom:c Pc -> : c \ , A b r i e f e x p l a n a t i o n of the N E P and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s is., 

'.r-iere-ore. : r e l e v a n t , 

A major- a s s a u l t on p o v e r t y , a v i g o r o u s and c o n g r u o u s e f f o r * n 

the 'ask of r e s t r u c t u r i n g s o c i e t y as w e l i as s t r e n g t h e n i n g M a l a y s i a ' s na t iona* 

s e c u r i t y a r e the t r i p l e t h r u s t s of the T h i r d M a l a y s i a Deve lopment P i a n 

i n v o l v i n g a p r o j e c t e d e x p e n d i t u r e o f M $ 1 8 „ 5 b i ' U o n by Governmen- and 

M $ 2 6 . 5 b i i ' i o n by the p r i v a t e s e c t o r . 

The New E c o n o m i c P o l i c y e n u n c i a t e d as an a f t e r m a t h of the s e r i c u s 

r~o : e i r i o t s of May 1 3 , ! 9 6 9 , and r e - e m p h a s i sed in the T h i r d F i v e - / j a r 

P'a<\ a ims at e r a d i c a t i n g p o v e r t y among a l l M a i a y s i a n s i r r e s p e c t i v e of 

r a c e s A/nether of M a l a y , C h i n e s e o r I nd i an e thn i c o r . g i n ) , and at r e s t r u c t u r i n g 

soc ie tV . 
i 

\ 

\ 
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Restructuring aims at eliminating the present identification of 

racial groups with economic functions. Generally speaking, in present-

day Malaysia, slightly more than half of the population i .e . the Sumiputras 

(Malays and other Indigenous people) comprising the poorer racial group, 

are engaged in agriculture. The other but more affluent half, Malaysians 

of Chinese and Indian origin especially the former, are to be found in 

the more lucrative manufacturing, industrial , professional and business 

fields of urbanised society. The New Economic Pol icy, therefore, 

places great emphasis on the need to redness socio-economic imbalance 

within the Malaysian society at the eariiest possible without depriving any 

racial group in the process. Its basic objective is the creation of a socio

economic environment in which a united nation (though m u l t i - r a c i a l , mu l t i -

cu i t u ra : and mu! t i - r e l igious) would evolve out of the dai ly interact on of 

Malaysians of ai l races in a l l sectors of the economy acr-oss the geographical 

reg ions of the country,. There i s , f o r tuna te l y , an abundance of i n te r - rac ia l 

goodwi. i and to lerance in Malays ia ; very much mere so than >r say Nor thern 

; r e ; a n d , Lebanon and Eth iop ia . 

Communication Prob;ems ' 'e la 'ea to the New Economic Po i ' cy 

Planned development through publ ic sector spending aimed at 

c o r r e c t i n g imbalance ana res t ruc tu r i ng society w i l l tend 'o in i t ia l l y 

accentuate ra the r than reduce these imbalances, The in i t ia 1 benefits from 

'!.e cons t ruc t ion of mu l t i -m i l l i on dol lar i r r i g a t i o n schemes, for examp'e^ 

w in accrue to urban ent repreneurs and cons t ruc t ion wo rke rs before they 

oenefit the r u r a l poor fo r wnom these schemes are meant, On the same 

bas i s , it can be expected that e f for ts to urbanise and in tegrate the 

Bumiputras into the mainstream of modern economic society would <e,so 

benefit the other communities f i r s t . 

Th is process of planned public sector spending affects the speed of 

rest , u c t u r i n g . It is important to understand and emphasise t h i s . Otherwise 

the Maiays and other indigenous people w i l i become embit tered because thev 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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are not r e c e i v i n g what they nave been promi: ed , whi le other Malaysians 

w i i ! a lso be embi t te red because the emphasis on the development of the 

Bumiput ras def lects the i r s ights f rom the benefits they themselves are already 

rece iv ing f rom the implementation of these schemes. In the atmosphere 

so c r e a t e d , the whole purpose of the New Economic Po l i cy w i ' l be retarded 

or reduced to no th ing . 

To exp 'a in away al l these apparent, cont rad ic t ions to the people 

conv inc ing ly w i l l c e r t a i n l y tan the en t i re machinery and talent of the 

Malaysian communicat ion system. Hence in Ma lays ia , perhaps more than 

anywhere eise in tne w o r l d , national development and communication go hand 

in nana. 

L^.g-P-U-Ca! .^^d A g ^ i c u ' t u r a i Sec tor 

Wh? ie pover ty is found In both urbanised and ru ra l societ ies ne\/er-

'.re.e.-:s it :s more p r e v a l e n t as elsewhere in the w o r l d , in the ru<--al areas. 

\n rr>ij:f.!- r ac i a l Ma lays ia , ag r i cu l tu re is cons idered the most important 

s i r g i e sector - economU.e1 i y , soc ia l ly and p o l i t i c a l l y , i t contr ibutes over 

45% o. ' f o re ign exchange e -nlngs with Malaysia as the wor ld ' s biggest 

p roduce- of .natura l r u b b e r . pa:m o^! and pepper. I ' employs near ly 50% 

' 1 ,900,000) of ihe total work fo rce but , i r o n i c a l l y , accounts for tne 

highest inc idence of Doverty "n the coun t ry . 

About 69% of a!I poor Malaysian households (earning less than M$200 

a month) a r e engaged in ag r i cu l t u ra l pursu i ts with Bumiputras (Malays and 

other indigenous people) predominat ing. It is essent ia l ly in the ru ra l area., 

t h e r e f o r e , that subve rs i ve and ant i -nat ional elements w i l l f ind it ess ie-

to make headway. 

To c o r r e c t th is socioeconomic imbalance, the Malaysian Government has 

a l located M $ 4 . 7 b i i i i o n tc ag r i cu l tu re under the present T h i r d F ive -Year 

Development P\an (1976-1980), an increase of 98% over the Second F i ve -Year 

P lan (1971-1975). 
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And as Malaysia w i ! i continue tc oe an agr i cu l tu ra l society for a 

long '.ime in spi te of her present v igorous ef for ts at i ndus t ransa t ion , 

il is 'ne r u r a l area which necessar i l y demands al l out remedial ef for ts 

at c o r r e c t i n g socio-economic imbalances. 

Media R.c.'e 

Whi le the Government media machinery in Malaysia is heavi ly committed 

to na- :on-bui Id'ng e f for ts as indicated e a r l i e r in this b r ie f Report., or-vate 

sector media are 'ess energet ic understandab'y. Nevertheless most are 

s c u t c y avva^e of the i r scc;a l respons ib i l i t y in a heterogenous society and 

na.e acred posi» 've'y and cons t ruc t i ve ly as voluntary ! ' p ro tec r or l ! of the 

er.v' '-crmer.i j of the needy and d i s t r essed , publ ic ly point ing ou» acts of 

d:scr-rr:!r.ev.'.io.-i, : - " j us fce 9 vandalism and other social i l l s , whi le going 

^•'.-•g w-'-n Go' er r r rent in i ts campaign against drug abuse and the r i s ing 

7>-e M^cy - 'anguage press a>">d ;;.s ed ' t c r fa ' pol icy are ger.-.-ai ••/ geared 
rc .;"-e r\»< a ; oud~er.ce and, the re fo re , more ai igned to Government tn | rk : -g 

escec: T• •'>•• so :r, ' . cms of the New Economic P o l i c y , The Brig: sh 'd^guage 

f.-ress; appears :o address i tse l f to me interest of a broade r- mu i f ' - r ac ia ' 

Er-o w . ; e sophist icated urDan readersn. 'p. The Chinese language and jnd ian-

.anguegfc p ' e s s , on the other hand, continue to cater for thei r respect ive 

c-..'d'ence., -ess sopnist icated than the Eng ! ' sh educated perhaps bu'« n "re 

case of Cheese-speak ing readers^ general ly more affluent ard busutess-

m^nced, Ore s igni f icant and snowbai l inq development is the unify ing force 

of T iCeaS'ng use end understanding of the national language by non-Malay 

c ' t ' z e r s resul tant t>om the present education and o f f ic ia l corresoonoence 

po l i cy , More and more non-Malays are reading Maiay-ianguagv r.<;w.?-«•:.£.•= ^ 

and p e r i o d i c a l now than ever before, it may resui t in the Mai sy-<^;~<Q;..C ge 

press undergoing a fundamental cnange In i ts present charac ter and poi ic> , 

Another v i a ' point to note is that most if not a l l newspapers and 

per iod ica ls observe the importance of promot ing national un i ty , re l ig ious 

to lerance and' i n t e r - r ac i a l goodwi I t . . . .mindfu l of the poss ib i l i t y of a 
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second May 13 ( rac ia l r i o t s ) o therw ise . As such , news with rac ia l under

tones i. c a r e f u i i y sc ru t in i sed and edit ed in th is context . 

A r e l a t i v e l y new and apparent ly common ground for act ive press 

at tent ion in present day Malaysia is consumer p ro tec t ion and education -

perhaps as a con t r i bu t i on to f ight ing down in f la t ion among other things. 

Severa l newspapers in . i .most a l l languages c a r r y regu la r consumer 

columns apar t f rom news i tems. The consumer movement is in fact gathering 

momentum and get t ing bet ter organised and coord inated with mult i-media 

support and consumer associat ions act ive ly promot ing i t . Th is might be 

one of rhe reasons why Mr . Anwar Faza! of Malaysia - a very act ive 

consumer is ! - has been elected the f i r s t As ian to become President of the 

•OCU ( in te rnat iona l Organ isa t ion of Consumers ' Union) wi th headquarters 

ai The Hague. 

Another d i s ce rn i b l e new development is mul t i -media support for 

eco-cgica* p ro tec t i on and p reserva t ion to improve the qual i ty of l i fe in 

Ms ' sys ia . The Endau-Rompin T r o p : :a ! Rain Fores t issue was a near -

cleiss'C "Ombudsman" case of the local p ress and other media successful ly 

agiiacihg aga ;nst logging companies work ing out the i r t imber concessions irer 

R.2Q'c and T \ / Malaysia tec eme^ed ir.to the f-~ay. 

^Vti?". c o n s t r a i n ; 3 ? 

The requ i rement of KDN ( p r i n t i n g permi t ) renewal annuai-y has beer' 

•r-erd:cred e a r l i e r . Perhaps it may row be necessary to mention about 

Freedom of the P r e s s - more a Western concept and in terpre ta t ion than 

o the rw ise . 

"There is no spec i f ic re ference to Freedom of the P ress in y : -. .-: ~ „-. 

present const ! tu t o n , but there is p rov is ion for freedom of speech and 

express ion w h i c h , by jud ic ia l dec is ions , includes freedom of the press art 

c i r c u l a t i o n . 

B u t , as e lsewhere in the w o r l d , this freedom is not absolute and by 

the ve ry spec ia l na tu re of Malays ia 's p l u r a l i s t i c society ( m u l t i - r a c i a l , 

m u i t i - c u l t u r a ! , and mu l t i - r e l i g i ous ) and the fact that the immigrant races 
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almost equal the nat ive populat ion numer ica l l y , cer ta in laws and 

amendments tocthe laws and to the Const i tu t ion have become necessary to 

l imi t th is f reedom. The Cons t i t u t i on , for Instance, has been amended to 

r e s t r i c t f reedom of speech and express ion on cer ta in sensi t ive Issues such 

as the nat ional language, the status of the Malay Ru le r s , the special 

pos i t ion of " B u m l p u t r a s " (Indigenous or nat ive population) and the 

legi t imate In te res ts of the other races - Malaysians of Chinese, Indian 

and other ethnic o r i g i n s . The Sedi t ion Act has been amended to res t r i c t 

speech and express ion Inc i t ing host i le feel ings between races and re l ig ions . 

The re are a lso as e lsewhere in the wor ld laws governing l ibel and s lander. 

/ vnd in Malays ia the con t rove rs i a l Internal Secur i t y Act re la t ing to 

subvers ives and subve rs i ve publ icat ions ex is ts . But even wi th in such a 

r e s t r i c t e d f ramework that the media a re a l l oweJ to operate , there is 

plenty of scope fo r . the Malaysian j ou rna l i s t s to c a r r y out object ive and 

fa i th fu l r e p o r t i n g of events and issues and to c r i t i c i s e o f f ic ia l po l ic ies 

and programmes a f fec t ing publ ic and national in te res ts . 

Mul t i -media exe rc i se 

In Malays ia reg re t tab ly there a re as yet very few opportuni t ies 

fo r media p r a c t i t i o n e r s , t eachers , researchers and managers to meet 

p e r i o d i c a l l y , i f not r e g u l a r l y , the bet ter to share thoughts, ideas and 

exper iences . Such an attempt is being planned by the Malaysian Press 

Ins t i tu te and hopefu l ly responses f rom those concerned w i l l resu l t in 

Malaysian communicators benef i t t ing mutual ly from such contact and exposure. 

The pub l ica t ion of a regu la r mul t i -media per iod ica l fo r Malaysia devoted to 

technical and p ro fess iona l upl i f tment seems to be overdue. 

Conclus ion 

The genera l p i c tu re of the state of the mass media and communication 

a r t s in Malaysia is ve ry encouraging on the whole. Legal and other constraints 

do ex is t but these a re more in the nature of challenges which communication 

p rac t i t i one rs and admin is t ra to rs w i l l exerc ise the i r judgement and talent to 

overcome. As in other wor thwh i le and rap id ly expanding pro fess ions , commu

n ica to rs in the va r ious mass media f ie lds need to constantly update the i r know

ledge and s k i l l , hence the need for higher t ra in ing and exposure to modern th ink

ing and techniques to keep up wi th the t imes. 
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