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The Philippine Hass ledia:

Challenge and Performance @

Hernando J. Abaya™

I

The problem of credibility confronts the mass media

today, particalarly in Asia, which is the main battlefronat

in tkhe continuing ideological war. China's admission into

the United Nations in the wake of the Peking-ilashington

detente cdoes not make the problem any less easy to resolve.
Hatner, the so-called credibility gap would seem to be as
wide as ever since it would itake time for the world to shed,

et, the mytas that the Cold War has spawned since
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ended. And mytas, as we know, die hard.
for many ‘years, the journalist Philippe Devillers wrote

iz 1S00
- . - Vasnington has presented the bvackground ot

the war in Vietnam in a way to suit its own interests.
Orwellian réwriting of history, which twists or
obliterates every significant event Detlween 1954-

and 1560, is now accepted by millions of well-meanlng

but uninformed people in mazny parts of the world.
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\merican version is so powerfully . o3
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Tinanced and widely spréad through the mass media

Torofessor of Journalism, Institute of liass Communica-

vion, Uaiversity of tae 2Pailippines. P ) :
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that millions of people all over the world are

now unavle to know the truth.i/

But noﬁ,"with_the disquieting revelations of the secret
Pentagon papers in June 1371, these uniﬁformed @illions
should at least know.that they had been deceived.

Ve canhot, as dommhnicators.and educators, ignore the
serious implications_of these disclosures 5n‘the integrity
and cred101llty of the nmass medla themselves in Asia, 31nce,.
witn few exceptions, they have unwittingly obeen used, or
served, as instruaents for what a disenchanted American
csngressmang/had termed-"deliberate deception and obfuscation
o fact and policy Judgmeq‘" to winich not only the American
people but the rest of the uneasy world were entitled.

| If we did, we would betray a trust. ile would turﬁ our
sacks on'reali{y and renege on our duty to inform and serve
tze ends of truth and jﬁstice. Vinat rignt then would we haye
to pretend to an.objectivity or an independence of judgment
thzt we are neither prepared nor willing to assert?
This nas particular relevance in the case of the Pailip-
pine msss media ocecause of what we like to call our "special

lations™ withd the United States which have compelled our

»

=~ Preventing ithe Peace, The Ilation, New York City, December

g/bdgen Reid, Tormer editor of the defunct New York Herald

=

Trioune, U2I dispatch from Washington, The Hanilaz Chronicle,
uu_l.‘f l?, 137;.
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leaders to hold on to power by pursuing a foreign policy

ciosely attuned -to that of rasnlnbton but hardly beneficial

t0 our national Interests'sincé Pilipino-and American interests,

oy the very nature of our divergent economies, often conflict

.

with, rather than, compleament, one other..

X )

. In this context, le£ us discuss briefly the serioué
problems facing the mass medla in tne Phlllpplnes.
The key problem, for the communlcator as well as for
lthe educator, has to do with the re-education of the

alienated Filipino so that ne may discover his true identity

waich ne had lost during more than four centuries of iWestern
colonial rule. All other prodblems stem from this one crucial
problem, or are coacditioned by it.

To illustrate the Pnilippine experience more candidly,

let me guote fram Gandni: "I don't want my door and windows
sealed,” he once said. "I want the winds of all cultures to
olow into my house - obut-I refuse to ve swept off my feetl

OF any." )

If I may pareparase Gandhi, we have flung open our door
and windows to the pervasive winds of America's mass culture,
sautting off otrer cultures and neglecting our own, so that,

cur minds Tettered and our sinews weakened, we have been

Tnerein lies a challenge our mass .medla cannot ignore:

to nelyp the Filipino deflect the thrust of those gusty winds


http://ra.th.er
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of &n imposed alien culture so that he can secure the fnunda..—
tions of his house.. - He can then begin in SaEnEat t._o mend
also what the beguiling winds '.ha'qe wrought -in- his b._ei.ng.;/_

| That is how we.view our task - those of _t;_é__in I,fhe‘ Ins-
titute who, like thé_informéd'ﬁinorityhin . media,
have long realized what has happened to our people a.nd'.aré
deeply' concerned how :be.s%: to accelerate the process of |

Pilipinizing the ‘Filiping.d/

Qélaro II. Recto, who played a Gandhi-like role in the
awakXening of the complacent Filipino, put it bluntly in this
way: :

The education of. our people for more than half -

a century haes been based on alien standards with

comaplete disregard of our idiosyncrasies and indi-

enous habits. Cultural channels have been crowded
with American best-sellers, American movies, American
nusic, and American comicse. -

X X X

« « o We are 1ndeed like strangers in our own
Lry — 1n our appearance, -our customs, our econo-—
mic life, and owr language — even many ol our short-
_— .

)
appear to have been imported.

« « « 1Tt is well that we follow tae march of
vrogress and civilization. Ve can imitate and
adopt the laudadle usages and custons of other
peoples; . . . but we can do all that without having
to surrender what is peculiarly our own. (National-
ism and Our Eistoric Past, Feoruary 27, 1960).

For 2 description of the Institute of HMass Comaunica-
5 =
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Yhe vask 1s formidable 'and would even seem insoluble,

considering the nrop101tve odds. I% déiié hb-léss for.a .
“evo1uulonary chahge in ouf Stlll ba51cally colonlal society
in which change is resisted by the very people who will most
senefit from such a change — eépeéially the three-fourths

who 1ive in the countryside. Tiae ey is, and has always been,
education. A problem we have in common with most of Asia and

the rest of wrat 1is euphemistically called the third'world,

lzzusd by poverty, ignorance and disease.

- XII-
40ST Ioreign oobservers, unused to the peculiarities
I sresent-day Pnilippine society, with its glaring contra-
Zigsions and contirasts, tenéd to overrate the impact of mass

R
11
i

ia onn. waat social sclentvists czll the mass mind.
In This-resgect, vhe findinzgs-of a special American
cniversiity study on the Philippines are pertinent.i/ The
'ailinpines, it said, is "one of the most advanced" of the &
ien nations in "oota the quantity and quality of its in-
roevion aziort."”

This is anugccuraoe uo¢cluu;on, even witn the study's
32z2ified state.cent taat povertvy and the fact that the Philip-
Snesy @ an island nasion havé "limited the effectiveness"

1

T rewsypopers, radio and television. Tae "greatest factor®

)
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aes nublisned in VWasaningion,
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their impact, the stuiy s'm--:ed, is tnexr ‘dispro-

portionate concentration® in the ma*ula area, wh:.ch accounts

“TAr 5 -~ = -
for 85 percent of all pablication J.aCllluJ.eS and 65.percent

aid

l,..r
‘.J
rl
U‘]

¥

of the total cir culation of dally and perlodlc publlcatlons
although it contains only ten percent of the poPulatlon.
iloreover, the study said, fhe "uiaéler _cléés_e_lite“ oﬁn
mist information media and are the "moulders of op'inion."'
“4ain, this is only' partially correc*‘c. The important fact
Jout the Hanila press is the concentration of qwnership.in ¢
few hands, who are, at the same itime, the owners also of
iner mass media like radio and television. Except for the

dces interests, pudlishers of the Times-liirror-Taliba news-

chain, and related magazines, the owners of the other
ior ¢city dailies control ::ma.vl_,_g business empires to.

may be considered only secondary to their

-

Ons characteristic of the Pniliippine press, which it

model and varent, the American press,

vrerogative of the publisher

.

the existing setup, the unwritten law.is that

e yublisher or owner Y“calls the tune" and editors and membders

staffs of ilanila newspapers accept that

be sure, sut are powerless to do

|
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rint and sound media is

Lctuslly, ownership of vovh p
in the hands of only five families or groups belonging ©o
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@ privileged ruling oligarchy, with interlocking or comple-

.entary.financial_interests, who-at-fhensame time exg;t.power*
ful influence in politics'and government.  Under this hier-
arcnical framework pudlic interest takes a low priority.

3ut while it has built-in advantages for the owners in
‘economic tergs, such a setup ras obvious drawbacks;

A case in point is the breai:-up early ip 1971 of the

political ‘teamn of Presideat Ferdinand E. iiarcos and Vice

ol

es i«

i

ent Fernando Lopez of the ruling Nacionalista Party

and 1ts repercussions iﬁ the mass media.

The Lopez brothers (tae Vice President, Fernando, and
his older brotner, Eugenio) are factors to reckon with in -
Zhilippine polities. They 5wn the biggest radio-television

t

e country whicihh is operated jointly with their

=0
3

nhe fznila Chronicle, by the elder

Lopez's son. The dominant Lopez interests, Tormerly based
on sugar, zre now ceatered in IHeralco,-the primary supplier 1
of elecvricizy in the éountry.

President larcos broke wita the Lopszes in January 1971

-] '

wnaa ne openlf accusad them of-instigating, and even financir
anti~larcos siudent demonsirations that have-
sparked a massive popular protest that
found exyression in the rejecfion of the ilarcos senatorial
ticket in tiae Hovember 1971 amid-term election). A Iiarcos-

d war has ocen raglng ever since, with the Lopez- -

consroiled sector of the mass media raking the liarcos 4d-

L]

p——

- . T
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ainistration -over the coals for its "lluany of mlsdeeds" and
Iir. Harcos, through hlS press staf; and uald publlClStS in

uaa media, slugging it out toe to toe.

T =7 i G wlhe
Under IMr. Harcos the go#ernment-infﬁrmation'sérﬁibe ﬁaa
in fact been so organized as to counteract adverse ‘criticism
from the mess media, notably the Lopez-operated media and,
to a lesser degree, those of the Rocgs intérests. Mr. Marcos,§
however, has the support o” the otaer major publishing
interesis - Sorlano, iienzi éna Elizalde - which are thg

ceneificiaries of an economic policy that has favored "friendly"

3

The ilarcos Ad:ainistretion has tried since 1968 to create

€2
[

information égency at the cabinet level, under

2 separate department or ninistry. However, vigorous Opposi-

2 ceatralize

tion Ifrom the mass amedia and-other concerned sectors has
thwarted its plans.

Nevertheless, the Administration has béen-able to
consolidate the various goverhment-information agendies under
& Centrael Office of Information whica fanctions directly

under tTne ialacenang Press 0ffice, headed by the Press Sec-

retary, wao 1s tThe Adminisiration's ofiicial spokesman.
" Tne fentral Cffice of Information takes charge of the
day to day propzganda work of ilalacanang (the dffice of the

d plays the princival role in the entire propa-

ganda macainery of the Adwinistration. Under its supervision
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are two major chunnels: the National lledia Production Center

(NiPC) and the Philippine Broadcasting Service (PBS).

The Marcos government has been compelled, according to

LY

ts official spokesman, to engage in an extensive infcrma-

l_l

tion éa;paign in prdef “Yo present its side to the people.™
The government's media network is =¥o) orgénizéd and iﬁs écti—
vities S0 extensive fha% it may correctly.be said that there
-éiists a twin press.in the Pnilippines: there is, on the one
hand, tae real preés that performs the watchdog.function;

and there is, on the other, the government's own "lapdog"

press.
Tre government now publishes a weekly newspaper, Govern-

=

ment Rsvort, xnown simoly as GR, with a circulation of 30,000

coples whica are distriouted free mainly to state personnel.-
GR takes issues with critics of the ilarcos Adainisiration,
from student zctivists articulating the people's grievances

to the "aigh priests" of the mass media, be-

caase tThe goveranment's voice, GR claims, "has very little

cnance of bveing neard” throuzh tThe media.

Tl A

Thne Zalacarang Press O0ffice utilizes the full resources

of the N:PC and tae P33 to project the ilarcos,government's

J

voica walich otherwise musi

<l
g

ass. through, in the words of GR,
vae "various distorting filfers of hysteria, inaccuracy, faalt
o

Tinding, prejudice, and - pardon us - venality" of the nass
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The NHPC is the ceniral state agency for the production

and dissemination of_goverﬁﬂeht info;matioﬁ materials through ,

the mass nedia, its main functions beln per¢ormed by the

. press and publlcaulons d+v151on, the ;adlo-tv d1v1510n and

the motion picture division. The NiPC, by the very nature

of its work, has become the mé;ﬁ-propaganda arm of the Harcos

government. | o 3 _ ()
Tne press and pudlications division, fpr instance, has

produced an anti-communist pamphlet, So the People iay Xnow,

wnica 17 has widely distributed, as well as otner anti—cam~

ers, most of which were prepared by tne Armed

’

ct

munlsv 20S

Torces of tne Pailippines. The radio-iv division operates

O

tne Voice of the Philippines (V0P), which combines the facil-

-

ities 0of the defunct Voice of Lmerica and P35S station DIRP.
ilost of the documentaries aand rnewsreels produced by the

motion picture division project tae good image of the First

IJ.JI

Tamil:

o «

I3

pz2per an independent government 2gency, the Philip-

LY

pine 3roadcasting Service was attached to the Central Office
of Inforaation (formerly known as PIO —.Public Information
Office) in 1570. P3S operates taree radio stations in Eanila
ani five in the provinces, all of which broadcast news as

eleased by lizlacanang and are staffed by commeantators who
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P8BS is still partly commercial, butv it operates closely

with the NMPC's Voice of the Philippines, while one of its

stations, DZCP, broadcasts the radio version of Government
2epori weekly. The P35S newsrooa has bDeen abolished, and with

its abolition, P35 has dispensed with the services of the

Pnilipnine News Service and the Agsence France Presse. Newg_
now comeé from NuiPC haﬁdouts.

It may thus be seen that the larcos government has :
ample resources with whicn to counfer the adverse publicity

it has been receiving from influential sectors of the Pail-

|

vpine mass media representved by the Lopez and Roces interests.

In this respect, the government can take comfort from the

Zect that other sectors of the ﬁass media, like those controllec
oy the ilenzi, Soriano and Elizalde interests, have generally
supported its policies.

A}

VI

-
-

Besides monopolistic control, there are related proolems

My

Tacing the mass media. 'The puolisners of newspapers and

i

o

magazines also own the radio-television networks. They are
organized into an association, the Pailippine HNewspaper

e

Publisners Association. DPolitically, the publishers may be

=
w
w
O

r partisan groups, but, as
oz2nagenent, they sveax with one voice in dealing with lavor.

The publisners subsidize the Philippine Press Institute,

& professional institution intended to help foster tThe develop-
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ment and improvement of Philippine Journallsmud/ They also

.ance the couatry's only nationwide news-—-gztaering.agency,

the Philinp;ne liews Serv1ce. Tor Bver a year, 1955—1955,
_they helped underwrite the Philippine Press Council which
tried earnestly to make the press regulate and feform itself,
©o ‘no avail — largely because oi the publishers' own in-

difference. . The council last met .on October 24, 1966. It

kas not been called to a neeving sinee.l/

P
g

-
Of ts ST : i
'—/”ae Jhﬁllwlee Press institute was organized on tay

15, 18534. In line'with its objective of helping foster the
develconment and imrrovement 9f journzlism in the Philippines,
the Z22I snonsors long and sinort—term courses, seminars, Work-— .
sSnoos, coubultatlon visits to the provinces; conducts studies
on the state of the press, its relationship with the govern-
ment, The psovie and other media, its professionzal and ethical
r2rTormance, possibilities of development, market and reader-—
sain surveys as well as the special prodleuns of the provin-
cizl vress. 2Research projecis inclilude ithose on readadility,
crize reportiag, women!s news, case study of.a press crusade,
data-zatnering, econoiic reporiing in the Chinese press. PPI
is financed by the nnll;ﬂJln“ Newspaper Iublishers #ssocia-
tion, with nodest assistance from the s4sia Foundation ard
the 2oeckefellier Po arqat*on, vhrougn the IPI. PPI is the
Philippine counterpart ¢f the fLmerican Press Institute and
The ihon Shimbun Kyokai. °

.r_'?/*?'h Pri ] 1 M e, =1 m I - i T 3

The Pailiopnine Press Council was organlaed in Apnril

1855, Its menbers are two former justices of the Supreme
Court of the Philippines, one representative of newspaper
publisners, one edifor reoresenting the working press, the
Zirector of the Institute of Ilass Communication and a Secre-
tary, a proiessor of tne Institute. The Council, like the
2P, also got a nodest assistance from the Asia Fouandation.
in vze form of a graat.
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The menvers of the working press, on tane otaer hand;
are now dnly disorganized out are splintered-into‘some 15
press clubs according to their regular beats. These include
tne National Press Clubg/ and the.ﬂanilﬁ Overséas Press Clubg/
waich are'intended-to promote and protect tne interests of
the working press as a whole but are really no better than
mere social clubs. 5 |
The working press thus speaks with many discordant
voices. This precludes its organization into one strong
union - the one voice the poorly-raid Filipino pfessmen need
in bargeining collectively with their united employers. The

union idea 2as yet to find acceptance among the rank and file.

g -

&

= lembership in the Navional Press Club is open to tThe
working press, whether they are in Hanila or on the staffs
0 provincial newspopers cné periodicals. The officers serve
one year, obut may seek re-election, except the presicent,
wno is limited to z one-year term. It maintains a clubaouse
in Zenila con proverty donnted. by the government tarough
legisiation. The Cludb charges modest fees from its menbers
to nezintain norsel gneration. The Club follows & strict non-
partisan nolicy on local issues. Organized in 1957 to serve
Thaz inverests o1 the working press, the Club has functioned
a&s a social club ratier Than s 2 union, limiting Its activi-
ties To soliciting Slood donations and contrivutions to charit-
asle csuses, agonoring visiting journalists, holding an annua.
Griciron Jinner wnen the working press pokes fun at the powers
thads Ce, and similar arffeirs. Lately, in the wake of student
agivation for chaznge in sociefy, the Club has offered its
Taciligies for the airing of grievances and the discussion of
rraticnzl issues. )

C/

= The ilaniles Overseazs Press Club is the social club of
tae fore affluent pressien, botkh local and foreign, and in-
ciudes members Irca .advervising, promotion and public rela-
tions agencies, ard the mass media. Like the National Press
Ciub 1its sets aside an amnnual dinner with the President of
tae Philippines as guest. The Club roster incluldes the press
ard cultural attacnes and similarly-placed personnel of the
foreign embassies ard legations. .
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0S8t so-called newspaper unions in lianila are company unions.

and are tﬁergfore ineffectual in-guaranteeing a pressﬁag!s

tenure. He ﬁé’_"tnus left to fend for himself. iore often

than not, he turns journalism into a lucrative sideline by

selling nis talent to whoever is willing to pick up the tab
‘Tor him. | -

The weaknesses of the Phiiippihe préss I have‘alluded
to are reflected in the quality and content not only of the
crint pedia dut also of the sound nmedia which the press
largely serves. As recently as July 1971, a knowledgeable

cfficial scurce had this to say of our revspapers:

A gerfunctory reading of owr newspapers will
clserly show that the emphasis is strictly on loecal
. s . Fr—e— Ny i

news and then stateside (US) news. There is almost

notking zbout Asia, Zuropes and Africa. If we read

about Asia, it is still tharough Vestern eyes.l0/

It is %o correct this imbzliance in the flow of news and
inforzation taat our oprogrem in the Instivute for research,
instruction and training hnas been geared and is dYeing im-

clemented. Our curricular ofTferings undergo constant revi-
de

sion and updasiag to relate them, or make thenm relevant, to

-~

the needs oI a repidly changing Pailippine society. Re-

e root causes of

2

searchess vrobe into the sopocial ills and t

our naticnal probleaxs To find the basis for rational solutions.

Ageacies charged with the implementation of government pro-

o’
H;
ct

H,

it o

tne

or

grams for develcopuent ge ene these siudies.

ejardro R. Roces, Chzirman of the UNZSCO Commission
of ths Phnilippines, in his column, I VWrite as I VWrite, in The
Manile Charoniels, Jaly 27, 1971,

\c.d;
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'“Oﬁr“fécul%yi695e5593~aﬁd:re;assesses its broad func-
“tions and its work in -the fulfillment of the Institute's
lohg-fdﬁgé'gdalh hhd?hbﬁecfives;“ Individual members keep in
the mainstream of contemporary'thpught.._?he faculty sees in

student activism 2 driving force Ior change and is for en-

couragiqg:its.héalthy_ggowth rather than”qu ddnﬁainihg 5 5 28
To tais cend, the faculty has qbened themmembership‘of its
‘working comamittees, including th; 3ey Acadenic Advisbry Com—
oivtee, to student representatives on an equal'bésis.
Policy-making in our Institutve hnas now Decoae a joiht’faculfy—
student effort. This innovative approach to a sensitive prob-
lem has set a precedent on tihe camus. |
In a modest way, we zre Irying o
nave set for ourselves as educaiors and-as coasuuaicators:

to halp the alienated Filiipiro discover wiao ne really he is

Sg Taav he will free himself

decades of mis-—educatiosn under ixposed foreiga cultures aave

m
tg
o
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"Objectives and Functions

Annex . I
The Institﬁte of 1.’T"sas Gommunlcaulon
The U.P. Institute of Kass Communication was established
by Repiblic Act No.. 4379 on June 1S, 1565. The U;P. B0ard
of .Regeants authorized it:to function as an ‘academic uﬁiﬁ of
the University on August 23, 1955. .

Ths Institute ekistS'primarily.to provide the studént
undergrédUate ard graduate training in the various medié of
coﬁﬁuﬁicaﬁion, including the press, radio and television,
which rests on a brqad'general education base and which

treats communication as a science, an art and a service.

t 2lso itrains the students in the theory and practice of

-

cozaunication research. Ioreover, it provides a coatinuing
Specifically, the training program aims to inculcate
and Toster avizreness of the ethical and social significance

in, the use of the mass media.
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Jourpszliisna and the A.B. Broadcast- Communication prograams’

2
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w
)
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|..-n‘
w
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¥ The requirezents for eatrance inlthe College of
Arts and Scieazces. Conn‘eu+ n of all the courses prescribed
the first two years of the A.3. Jour;alism and the A.B.
Brozdcast Co cmaunication carricula, or their equivalent is

e

to the Institute.
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NS SRR PSS ol g The Instructional Program A

Undergraduate St

vdles

“he Lnstltute o;fers-u_lergraduaue degree

currlcala

w1tn1n tne general ‘education and the-aris . and sclences

maJOrs program of‘fhe*Unlver31ty..

;ne student may work for a Bachelor of Arts in Broad—

cast Communlcaplon'or a Bachelor of Arts in Journallsm with

‘concentration in either the humanities or the social

sciences.
The b“oadcast communlcatlon cuxr
146

Vi units, 14 of whicih are in reguired

subjacts,

urriculun ca;rles a total
communication

27 in required brcadcast coarzunication subjects,

Tives

S in pass commuanication electives, & in language elec
:apd 21 in the social sciences/avmanities electivese.

The journalism curriculuz carries a total

el
—r of

waich are in reguir

H

equired journalisa subjects, 6 in mass

electives, 5 in language electives ani 30 in

sciences/humanities electives.

Mite

The Tirs?t two years of theses programs are

Scierces znd the Taird

|

the College of Arts and

years in the Institute of ilass Cozmmunication.

subjects,. 18 in.
comzunication

the social

e
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The Instructional Program B
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The prog“am of study aims to prov1de advanced tralnlng

in the tneo“y and - practlce of mass communlcatlon based on

an under graduate sPeclallzatlon in eltner the soclal sciences

oé.the‘humanltleS?and.tne arts. Flelds of study lnclude com-—

punication fésearch journalisnm, bvoadcasts communlcateon

film. The student may work on a progran of study lead—

and
ing to the degree of master of Arts.(Journallsm), Broa&cast(’r

Coazunication), (Communication).

, A student who has not previcusly taken courses re-—

o

cuired in preparation for graduate work is exaecte to make~

up for his deficiencies. The amount of such additional wori”

snalil be determined in each instance by the Graduate Studies

l. The applicaent must b2 2 holder of a baccalaureate
iegree froxz 'an accredited university or college, and his

apolications s aaTI be evaluated by the Graduate Studies

2. Tre applicant must aave obtained an average grade of
2.5, or its equivaleni, in his undergraduate studies.

el =L 2 -
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n Bnglish proficieacy examina-
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tion before adaission unless sucn a requirement is walved
upon the recomaendation of the Graduate Studies Committee.

3. The application form must be submitted four (4) week

= e v
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before the beginning of the semester and will con51st of

- The following: _apnllcaulon form, transcript of records,

=R el Wi e gmeres

wwo letters of academlc recommendatlon from ‘his dean/brofes—

- a—s by

sors, and two character refgrencgs,‘; ERerp noil

Degree Requirements.::: . L oTRET L S8R 0T LTLT Llae

*~° .- 1. The candidate must earn a minimum of thirty (30)
units; and must have been enrolled’as a major in“hié'area

of soec*allzatlon for at least two conaecutlve semesters.

Ye must maintain an average grade of “2“'or better during

nis 2nilre degree progranm.
2. O trese 30 units, 12 nust be in the area of
speciglization, 5 units of elecitives under the Instituie‘s

raduave program, 6 units in the social sciences, & units .

cr

&. Candidzcy for the Ii.L. degree expires three years
ZVer acdnission to the graduate program. Reapplication

is reguired aiver the end of the three years.
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cross—Ciscipiinary studi ies on. connunicators, messages,

e
.Ths Research Pﬁogram il SAT i GRahIRAS 8 gl ny -
-~20..The Institute of Mass Gommunlcatlon‘iéﬁiements a con-
$inuing, -three-pronged research’ ‘progr gram. T
l. The staff and'Studéhfé'BufiﬂfhpréSic;daﬁd'ihfhom—
aunicaticn for use in teaching, resqqu@,;gn@;ﬁublic_éérvicé.
2. The Institute staff qpnducts_ghp?t}tgﬁm projects
gearéd to the needs of the-pracﬁifioners and government
p licy—-nmakers. _ _ A ; ; .
3. In collaboration with other taue and private agendlus,
the staff corducts long-term progects tied in with rnational .
develoomen;. i
This program cells Tor situdies on the history or develop-
zent of varicus mass communication media, the availability .
anc use of mass medis in government information and other #
offices end on The communicgiion process wiaich includes {
3
A i
!

ffects.
The emphasis in communication research at the Institul

4

is reflectzd by the presence of a Communication Research

73
is composed of both faculily nerbers and students andain
charge of the research aciivities of the Institute.
In the acadenic program, graduate and uandergraduate
arz gives itreining in communicatvion reseafch. Under— -
graduztes, for insilance, are reguired vo submii an under-

crzduzte bthesis as a requirement for a research course. In

zddition, there are nine courses which deal with comaunica-
- = 'l
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The Institute sends faculiy members abroad for advénced
training in comaunication research. A UNESCO consultant in
communication research'assiéﬁs the stafif in the research
progran. This_co;mitmént.ﬁo comnunication research manifests
itself in the quantity and quality of research projects and
publications of the Institute.

Such studies are initiated and conducted in the belief
that the mass media, if uvsed properly, can contribute to
natvional development, hence the orientation towards:

" 1l. urban developaeni such as the Manila Complex Study,
the first report of which is published in the maiden

issue of the Fhilippine Journal of Communications

2. rural developzeatl such a2s the forthcoaing family
raining and resezrcia project or the study
of The first “green revolution" published in The

1,

3. institutional developzeant of the mass media such

as a recent situdy known as The ?hillpplne Radio

An interesting developaent in the Institute's research
orograa is the shift Irom z non-taeoretical study to tTheore-

tical studies dealing wit. practical problems -in the field.
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= Pupblic Service Program T

The Institute provides z continuing educétion'prbgram
to media'practitioneréVin the'cbamunity-ahd-ihithEVSOutheast
Asian~Region oy meané Bf short.courses,'semiharg,-COnferé
ences, workshops and symposia in addition to-préSS}-radio—
TV and publication services. - - . BOL T e TET

Tne loczl program is coordipated by the Institute
through various University units and governmental and
private agencies. Tke Asién prograz is undertaken with (3

the su pport of UNESCO, UNDP, ECAFE and other international

fhe UP PATV (Public Affairs Television) under the
srvision of the Insititute of lMass Communiceation began in
President Car;os
P. Rozulo end the managesment of the Inter-Island Broadcasu—

elevision (ETV )

=
(@]
3
0
}._J
ct

ect was envisionad to create interest in the potential
o television as an educater's Tool —— a2 vigorous force

in furthering the social, political and economic life of

The countfy." The educational television series was there-
focre an oprorvunity ¥ito render greater service ﬁo the

icn; <o explore new possibilities in developing knowledge
and understanding of the educational process and to bring

the Universiiy closer to tae psopie.”
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Specificallyfthé objectives are:

1. %o help develop intelligent publiq opinion
through informational and culturel broadgasts.

2. To provide a continuing education for out—of-
chool adults;

3. To upgrade the standards of television viewing; and

4. Po exploit the potentizlities of television as an

educating medium.





