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The Philippine Mass Media: 

Challenge and Performance / ' f\%l 

0 0 3 0 0 1 A 

Hernando J. Abaya+ 

The. problem of credibility confronts the mass media 

today, particularly in Asia, which is the main battlefront 

in tne continuing ideological war. China's admission into 

the United Nations in the wake of the Peking-Washington 

de tente does not make the problem any less easy to resolve. 

Rather-, the so—called credibil i ty gap would seem to be as 

wide as ever since i t would take time for the world to shed, 

and fo rge t , the myths that the Cold War has spawned since 

World War I I ended. And myths, as we know, die hard. 

For many years, the journalist Philippe Devillers wrote 

in xyoo 

- . . Washington has presented the background of 

the war i n Vietnam in a way to suit i t s own interests. 

Orwellian rewriting of history, which twists or 

o b l i t e r a t e s every significant event between 1954 

and I960, is now accepted by millions of well-meaning ' 

but uninformed people in many parts of the world. 

Ihe o f f i c i a l American version is so powerfully 

financed and widely spread through the mass media 

"^Professor of. Journalism, inst i tute of Mass Communica­
t i o n , University of the Philippines. ^ nn 
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t h a t mi l l i ons of people a l l over the world are 

now unable t o know the truth.-=/ 

But now, with the d i squ ie t ing revelat ions of the secret 

Pentagon papers i n June 1971, these uninformed millions 

should a t l e a s t , know . tha t they had been deceived. 

We cannot , as communicators and educators, ignore the 

ser ious impl ica t ions of these disclosures on the in tegr i ty 

and c r e d i b i l i t y of the mass media themselves in Asia, s ince , C" 

with few excep t ions , they have unwittingly been used, or 

served, as instruments for what a disenchanted American 
2 / congressman—' had termed "del ibera te deception and obfuscation 

of fac t and po l icy judgment" to which not only the American 

people but the r e s t of the uneasy world were en t i t l ed . 

If we d i d , we would betray a t r u s t . We v/ould turn our 

backs on r e a l i t y and renege on our duty to inform and serve 

the ends of t r u t h and j u s t i c e . What r ight then would we have 

to pretend to an ob j ec t i v i t y or an independence of judgment 

tha t we are ne i the r prepared nor wil l ing to asser t? 

Shis has p a r t i c u l a r relevance in the case of the Ph i l ip ­

pine mass media because of what we l ike to ca l l our "special 

r e l a t i o n s " with the United Sta tes which have comoelled our 

-^Preventing the j^eace, The Nation, New York City, December 
5, 1366. 

-^Odgen Reid, former editor of the defunct New York Herald 
Tribune, U?I d ispa tch from. Washington, The Manila Chronicle, 
July 17, 1971. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 3 -

leaders to hold on to power by pursuing a foreign policy 

c lose ly a t tuned to that^bf Washington but hardly beneficial 

to our n a t i o n a l I n t e r e s t s s ince Fi l ipino and American i n t e r e s t s , 

by the very nature "of bW divergent : economies, often conf l ic t 

with, ra.th.er t h a n / complement, one other. 

I I 

. In t h i s con tex t , l e t us discuss br ief ly the serious 

problems facing the mass media in the Phi l ippines . 

The key problem, for the communicator as well as for 

the educator , has to do with the re-education of the 

a l i ena ted F i l i p i n o so tha t he may discover his true iden t i ty 

which he had l o s t during more than four centuries of Western 

co lon ia l r u l e . All other problems stem from th i s one crucia l 

problem, or are conditioned by i t . 

To i l l u s t r a t e the Philippine experience more candidly, 

l e t me quote from Gandhi: "I don't want my door and windows 

sea led , " he once sa id . " I want the winds of a l l cultures to. 

blow into my house - but -I refuse to be swept off my feet 

oy any." 

If I may paraphrase Gandhi, we have flung open our door 

.and windows to the pervasive winds of America's mass cu l tu re , 

shu t t ing off other cul tures and neglecting our own, so t h a t , 

our minds fe t t e red and our sinews weakened, we have been 

swept completely off our f e e t . 

Therein l i e s a challenge our mass .media cannot ignore: 

to help the F i l ip ino deflect the thrust of those gusty winds 
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of an imposed a l i e n culture so tha t he can secure the founda­

t ions of i i is house. ..He can then begin in earnest to mend 

a lso what the begui l ing winds have wrought in-his being.-^/ 

That i s how we.view our task - those of us in the Ins­

t i t u t e who, l i k e the informed minority in the mass media, 

have long r e a l i z e d what has happened to our people and are 

deeply concerned how best to accelerate the. process of 

P i l i p i n i z i n g the Fil ipino.-^/ . 

•^Glaro M. Recto , who played a Gandhi-like role in the 
av/akening of the complacent F i l i p ino , put i t bluntly i n t h i s 
way: 

The educat ion of. our people for more than half • 
a cen tu ry has been based on a l ien standards with 
complete d i s r ega rd of our idiosyncrasies and i nd i ­
genous h a b i t s . Cu l tu ra l channels have been crowded 
with American best—seller s , American movies, American 
music, and American comics. 

. . . We are indeed l ike strangers in our own 
country - i n our appearance, our customs, our econo­
mic l i f e , arid our language - even many of our shor t ­
comings appear to have been imported. 

. . . I t i s wel l tha t we follow the march of 
progress and c i v i l i z a t i o n . V/e can imitate and 
adopt the laudable usages and customs of other 
peop le s ; . . . but we can do a l l that without having 
to surrender what i s pecul iar ly our own. (National­
ism and Our H i s to r i c Past , February 27, I9o0). 

4 / 
For a d e s c r i p t i o n of the In s t i t u t e of iiass Communica— 

.on see Annex I . . • 

C 
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1'h.e t a s k i s formidable and would even seem insoluble , 

considering the prohibitive odds. I t c a l l s no less for .a 

revo lu t ionary change in our s t i l l bas ica l ly colonial society 

in-which change i s r e s i s t e d by the very people who wi l l most 

oenefi t from such a change - especia l ly the three-fourths 

who "live i n the count rys ide . The key i s , and has always been, 

educat ion. A .problem, we have in common with most of Asia and 

~he r e s t of what i s euphemistically called the thi rd v/orld, 

plagued by poverty, ignorance and disease . 

- . ' III-

Iilost foreign observers , unused to the pecu l i a r i t i e s 

of present-day Phil ippine socie ty , with i t s glar ing contra­

dic t ions and c o n t r a s t s , tend to overrate the impact of mass 

.~edia on what s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s ca l l the mass mind. 

In zhis - r e s p e c t , the findings • of a special American 
5/ un ivers i ty study on the Phil ippines are pert inent .^ 7 The 

Ph i l i pp ines , i t s a id , i s "one of the most advanced" of the A 

Asian na t ions in "ooth the q_uantity and qual i ty of i t s in -

11^-
' ihis i s an accurate conclusion, even with the study's 

A. 

qual i f ied s x a x e ^ n t tha t poverty and the fact that the Philip­

pines i s an is land nat ion have "limited the effectiveness" 

of newspapers, radio and t e l ev i s ion . The "greatest factor" 

•^Area. Handbook of the Philippines published in Washington, 
. by the Foreign Area Division of the American University. 
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i i a i t i n g t h e i r impact , the s tudy showed r i s the i r , "dispro­

portionate concen t r a t i on" i n the Manila a r ea , which accounts 

for 85 percent of a l l p u b l i c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s and 65-percent 

of the t o t a l c i r c u l a t i o n of d a i l y and periodic publications 

although i t con ta ins only t en percent of the population. 

Moreover, the s tudy s a i d , the "upper c lass e l i t e " own 

mist informat ion media a n d . a r e the "moulders of opinion." 

.^ain , t h i s i s only p a r t i a l l y c o r r e c t . The important fact 

oout the Manila p ress i s the concent ra t ion of ownership.in * 

few hands, who a r e , a t the same t ime, the owners also of 

zher mass media l i k e r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n . Except for the 

oces i n t e r e s t s , p u b l i s h e r s of the Times—Liirr or-Tali ba news — 

aper chain , and r e l a t e d magazines, the owners of the other 

:a,jor cixy d a i l i e s c o n t r o l sprawling business empires to-

whom publ ish ing may be cons idered only secondary to their 

l a rger , more v i t a l i n t e r e s t s . 

One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t he Phi l ippine press , which i t 

has adopted from i t s model and pa ren t , the American press , 

is tha t e d i t o r i a l po l i cy i s a prerogat ive of the publisher 

or owner. Under the e x i s t i n g s e t u p , the unwritten law. is that 

the publisher or owner " c a l l s the tune" and edi tors and members 

of the e d i t o r i a l s t a f f s of Manila newspapers accept that 

r e a l i t y - g rudgingly , to be s u r e , but are powerless to do -

anything about i t . 

Ac tua l ly , ownership of both p r in t and sound media i s 

in the hands of only f ive f a m i l i e s or groups belonging to 
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the p r iv i l eged r u l i n g o l igarchy, with interlocking or comple­

mentary f inaneial_ i n t e r e s t s , who a t the sarae time exert power­

ful inf luence i h p o l i t i c s and government. Under t h i s h i e r ­

a rch ica l framework public i n t e r e s t takes a low r pr ior i ty . 

But while i t has b u i l t - i n advantages for the owners in 

economic te rms, such a setup has obvious drawbacks. 

A case in point i s the break-up ear ly in 1971 of the 

p o l i t i c a l team of Pres ident Ferdinand E. Marcos and Vice 

President Fernando Lopez of the rul ing Nacionalista Party 

and i t s repercuss ions in the mass media. 

L'he Lopez bro thers (the Vice President , Fernando, and 

his older b ro the r , Sugenio) are factors to reckon with in 

Phi l ippine p o l i t i c s . They own the biggest rad io- te lev is ion 

network in the country which i s operated jo in t ly with the i r j 

oatsooken nev/soa^er, The Manila Chronicle, by the elder 

Lopez's son. \2na dominant .Lopez i n t e r e s t s , formerly based 

on sugar , are now centered in Lieraico, - the primary supplier 

of e l e c t r i c i t y in the country. 

Pres ident Marcos broke with the Lopezes in January 1971 

when he openly accused them of - ins t iga t ing , and even financir 

the s e r i e s of anti-Marcos student demonstrations that have-. 

rocked Manila (and sparked a massive popular protest that 

found expression in the re jec t ion of the Marcos sena tor ia l 

xicket in the November 1371 mid-term e lec t ion) . A Marcos-

Lopez cold war has oeen raging ever s ince , with the Lopez- • 

cont ro l led sec tor of the mass media raking the Liarcos Ad-

-1-
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Under Mr. Marcos the government information service has 

in fact "been so organized as to counteract adverse 'criticism • 

from the mass media",'.notably the Lopez-operated media and, 

to a lesser degree, those of the Roces interests. Mr. Marcos,( 

however, has the support of the other major publishing 

interests - Soriano, Menzi and Elizalde - which are the 

beneficiaries of an economic policy that has favored "friendly" 

interests. - • 

The Marcos Administration has tried since 1968 to create 

a centralized information agency at the cabinet level, under 

a separate department or ministry. However, vigorous opposi­

tion from the mass media and other concerned sectors has 

thwarted its plans. 

Nevertheless, the Administration has been able to 

consolidate the various government information agencies under 

a Central Office of Infor'mation which functions directly 

under the Llalacanang Press Office, headed oy the Press Sec­

retary, who is the Administration's official spokesman. 

The Central Office of Information takes charge of the . 

day to day propaganda, work of Llalacanang (the Office of the 

President) and plays the principal role in the entire propa­

ganda machinery of the Administration. Under its supervision 

- 8 -

IV 

ministration over the. coals for its "litany of misdeeds'* and 

Mr. Marcos, through his press staff and paid publicists in 

the media, slugging it out toe to toe. 
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are two ma.jor channels: the National Media Production Center 

(IGiPC) and the Philippine Broadcasting Service (PBS). 

She Marcos government has been compelled, according to 

its official spokesman, to engage in an extensive informa­

tion campaign in order "to present its side to the people." 

The government's media network is so organized and its acti­

vities so extensive that it may correctly be said'that there 

exists a tv/in press in the Philippines: there is, on the one 

hand', the real press that performs the watchdog, function; 

and there is", on the other, the government's own "lapdog" 

press. 

The government now publishes a weekly newspaper, Govern-

merit He cor t, known simply as GR, with a circulation of 30,000 

copies which are distributed free mainly to state personnel. 

G_R takes issues with critics of the Llarcos Administration, 

from student activists articulating the people's grievances 

in mass rallies to 'the "high priests" of the mass media, be­

cause the government's voice, GR claims, "has very little 

chance of being heard" through the media. 

^he LIala.car.ang Press Office utilizes the full resources 

of the ÎLIPC and the PBS to project the Llarcos. government *s 

voice v/hich otherwise must pass, through, in the words of GR, 

the "various distorting filters of hysteria, inaccuracy, fault 

finding, prejudice, and - pardon us - venality" of the mass 

media "if it is (to be) heard at all.-" 

- 9 -
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V 

The NMPC is the central state agency for -the production 

and dissemination of government information materials through . 

the mass media, its main functions being performed by the 

press and' publications division, the radio-tv division and 

the motion picture division. The NMPC, by the very nature 

of its v/ork, has become the main propaganda arm of the Marcos 

government. -,x 

The prass and publications division, for instance, has 

produced an anti-communist pamphlet, 3_o_ the People May Know, 

which it has widely distributed, as well as other anti-com­

munist posters, most of which were prepared by the' Armed 

Forces of the Philippines. The radio-tv division operates 

the Voice of the Philippines (VCP), which combines the facil­

ities of the defunct Voice of America and P3S station DZRP. 

I.Iost of the documentaries and newsreels produced by the 

motion picture division project the good image of the First 

Family. . • 

On paper an independent government agency, the Philip­

pine Broadcasting Service was attached to the Central Office 

of Information (formerly known as PIO -.Public Information 

Office) in 1870. P3S operates three radio stations in Manila 

and five in the provinces, all of which broadcast news as 

released by Llalacanang and are staffed by commentators who 

purvey the Llalacanang line. 
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?3S is still partly commercial, but it operates closely 

with the NLIPC's Voice of the Philippines, while one of its 

stations, DZCP, broadcasts the radio.version of Government 

Report weekly. The P3S newsroom has been, abolished, and with 

its abolition, PBS has dispensed with the services of the 

Philippine News Service and the Agence Prance Presse. News 

now comes from NMPC handouts.-

It may thus be seen" that the liar cos government has 

ample resources with which to counter the adverse publicity 

it has been receiving from influential sectors of the Phil­

ippine'mass media represented by the Lopez and Roces interests. 

In this respect, the government can take comfort from the 

fact that other sectors of the mass media, like those controlled 

•by the Lienzi, Soriano and Elizalde interests, have generally 

supported its policies. 

VI 

Besides monopolistic control, there are related problems 

facing the mass media. -The publishers of.newspapers and 

magazines also own the radio-television networks.. They are. 

organized into an association, the Philippine Newspaper 

Publishers Association. Politically, the publishers may be 

identified with opposing parties or partisan groups, but, as 

management, they speak with one voice in dealing with labor. 

The publishers subsidize the Philippine Press Institute, 

a professional institution intended to help foster the develop-
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ment and improvement of Philippine journalism.-^ They also 

finance the.country's only nationwide nev/s-gathering.agency, 

the Philippine News Service. For over a year, 1965-1956, 

they helped underwrite the Philippine Press Council which 

tried earnestly to make the press regulate and reform itself, 

to*no avail — largely because of the publishers* own in-

difference. . 'The council last met on October 24, 1S66. it 

7/ has not been called to a meeting since.-^ 

C 
. = / , The Philippine Press Institute was organised on ilay 

15, 1954. In line*with its objective of helping foster the 
development and improvement of journalism in the Philippines, 
the PPI sponsors long and short-term courses, seminars, work­
shops, consultation visits to the provinces; conducts studies 
on the state of the press, its relationship with the govern­
ment, the people and other media., its professional and ethical 
performance, possibilities of development, market and reader­
ship surveys as well as the special problems of the provin­
cial press. Research projects include those on readability, 
crime reporting, women?s news, case study of.a press crusade, 
data-gathering, economic reporting in the Chinese press. PPI 
is financed by the Philippine Newspaper Publishers Associa­
tion, with modest assistance from the Asia Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Foundation, through the IPI. PPI is the 
Philippine counterpart of the American Press Institute and 
the Nihon Shimbun Kyokai. ' 

7/ - ' -
-^ The Philippine Press Council was organized in April 

1SO5. Its members are two former justices of the Supreme 
Court of the Philippines, one representative of newspaper • 
publishers, one editor representing the working press, the 
Director of the Institute of liass Communication and a Secre­
tary, a professor of the Institute. The Council, like the 
PPI, also got a modest assistance from the Asia Foundation, 
in the form of a grant. 

- 1 2 -
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The members of the working press, on the other hand, 

are not only disorganized but are splintered -into some 15 

press clubs according to their regular beats. 'These include 

the National Press Club—' and the Manila Overseas Press Club^ 

which are intended to promote and protect the interests of 

the working press as a whole but are really no better than 

mere social clubs. ^ 

The working press thus speaks with many discordant 

voices. This precludes its organization into one strong 

union - the one voice the poorly-paid Filipino pressmen need 

in bargaining collectively with their united employers. The 

union idea has yet to find acceptance a.mong the rank and file. 

-^Membership in the National Press Club is open to the 
working press, whether they are in Manila or on the staffs 
of provincial newspapers and periodicals. The officers serve 
one year, out may seek re-election, except the president, 
who is limited to a one-year term. It maintains a clubhouse 
in Manila on property donated-by the government through 
legislation. The'Club charges modest fees from its members 
to maintain normal' operation. The Club follows a strict non­
par tisan policy on local issues. Organized in 1957 to serve 
the interests of the working press, the Club has functioned 
as a social club rather than as a union, limiting its activi­
ties to soliciting oiood donations and contributions to charit 
aole causes, honoring visiting journalists, holding an annua-
Gridiron Dinner when the working press pokes fun at the powers 
that be, and similar affairs. Lately, in the wake of student 
agitation for change in society, the Club has offered its 
facilities for the airing of grievances and the discussion of 
national issues. 

c/_ 
•^ The Manila Overseas Press CIuo is the social club of 

the more affluent pressmen, both local and foreign, and in­
cludes members from .advertising, promotion and public rela­
tions agencies, and the mass media. Like the National Press 
Club its sets aside an annual dinner with the President of 
the Philippines as guest. The Club roster includes the press 
and cultural attaches and similarly-placed personnel of the 
foreign embassies and legations. 
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liost so-cal led newspaper unions in Ilanila are company unions 

and are therefore ineffectual in guaranteeing a pressman's 

tenure . He jxs .thus l e f t to fend for himself. More often 

than no t , he turns journalism in to a lucra t ive s idel ine by 

s e l l i n g his t a l en t to whoever is wil l ing to pick up the tab 

for him. 

The weaknesses of the Philippine press I have alluded 

to are reflected in the quality and content not only"of the 

print media but also of the sound media which the press 

largely serves. As recently as'July 1971, a knowledgeable 

official source had this to say of our newspapers: 

A perfunctory reading of our newspapers will 
clearly show that the emphasis is strictly on local 
news and then stateside I US) news. There is almost 
nothing about Asia, Europe and Africa. If we read 
about Asia, it is still through Western eyes.10/ 

Iz is to correct this imbalance in the flow of news and 

information that our program in the Institute for research, 

instruction and training has been geared and is being im­

plemented. Our curricular offerings undergo constant revi­

sion and updating to relate them, or make, them relevant, to 

the needs of a rapidly changing Philippine society. Re­

searches probe into the social ills and the root causes of 

our national problems to find the basis for rational solutions. 

Agencies charged with the implementation of government pro­

grams for development get the benefit of these studies. . 

—'Alejandro R. Roces, Chairman of the UK3SC0 Commission 
of the Philiooines, in his column, I Write as I Write, in The 
Manila Chronicle, July 27, 1971. 
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" Our 'faculty assesses and re-assesses its broad func-

" tions and/-its work- in -the fulfillnent of the Institute's 

long-range goals 'and-Objectives. Individual members keep in 

the mainstream of contemporary thought.-: The faculty sees in 

student activism a driving force for change and is for en-

:-; couraging :its healthy growth rather than for containing it. 

.To this r.end, the -faculty has opened the membership of its 

working committees, including the key Academic Advisory Com­

mittee, to student representatives on an equal basis. 

Policy-making in our Institute has now become a joint faculty-

student effort. This innovative approach to a sensitive prob­

lem has set a precedent on the campus. 

In a modest way, we are trying to perform the task we 

have set for ourselves as educators and-as communicators: 

to help the alienated Filipino discover who he really he is 

so that he will free himself from the mental prison in which 

decades of mis-education under imposed foreign cultures have 

left him to rot. 

eoo 

- 1 5 -
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The Institute of 3£ass Communication* 

•'-'- liie U.P.. Institute-of Mass Communication was established 

by Republic Act No.. .437S_on June 19, 1965. The U.P. Board 

of Regents authorized it -to function as an academic unit of 

-the University on August 23, 1955. '. rf: ." 

Obriectives and Functions ,, :; 

"he Institute exists primarily to provide the student 

undergraduate and graduate training in the various media of 

communication, including the press, radio and television, 

which rests on a broad general education base and which 

treats communication as a science, an art and a service. 

It also trains the students in the theory and practice of 

communication research. Moreover, it provides a continuing 

education program for practitioners in the field. 

Specifically, ,the training program aims to inculcate 

and foster awareness of the ethical and social significance 

ox, as well as responsibility in, the use of the mass media. 

Admission Requirements 

High School graduates intending to pursue the A.3. 
0 

Journalism and the A.3. Broadcast-Communication programs' 

must satisfy the requirements for entrance in the College of 

Arts and Sciences. Completion of all the courses prescribed 

in the first two years of the A.3. Journalism and the A.3. 

Broadcast Communication curricula, or their equivalent is 

a requirement for admission to the Institute. 

"'"University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, 
Philippines. 

Annex.I 
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'•"". ~ - ~: - '-: ^J _:_• She Instructional Program A 

* Undergraduate Studies 

She Institute offers--undergraduate degree curricula 

within the general ed-ucation and :the- arts and sciences 

majors program of "the University.: :;_. fr--..,. 

She student may work- for a 3achelor of Arts in Broad­

cast Communication or a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism with 

concentration in either the humanities or the social 

sciences, 

She broadcast communication curriculum carries a total 

ox 146 units, 14 of which are in required communication 

subjects, 27 in required broadcast communication subjects, 

3 in mass communication electives, 6 in language electives 

-and 21 in the social sciences/humanities electives, 

She journalism curriculum carries a total of 146 units, 

14 of which are in required communication subjects,. 18 in. 

required journalism subjects, 6 in mass communication 

electives, 6 in language electives and 30 in the social 

sciences/humanities electives. 

She first two years of these programs are taken in 

the College of Arts and Sciences and the third and fourth 

years in the Institute of Llass Communication. 
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The Instructional Program B 

^^-^raduate- Studies 

The program of study.aims to provide advanced.training . 

in the" theory and practice of mass communication based on 

an undergraduate specialization in either the social sciences 

or the "humanities'; and. the arts. Fields of study include com-

munication research, journalism, broadcasts communication 

and film. The student may work on a program of study lead­

ing to the degree of Master of Arts .(Journalism), Broadcastsj 

Communication), (Communication). 

, A student who has not previously taken courses re­

quired in preparation for graduate work is expected to mak'ê  

up for his deficiencies. The amount of such additional work/ 

shall be determined in.each instance by the Graduate Studies 

Committee. 

Admission Requirements 
) 

1. The applicant must be' a holder of a baccalaureate 

degree from an accredited university or college, and his 

applications shall be evaluated by the Graduate Studies 

Committee. 

2. The applicant must have obtained an average grade of 

"2.5", or its equivalent, in his undergraduate studies. 

The acolicant must submit to an English proficiency examina­

tion before- admission unless such a requirement is waived 

upon the recommendation of the Graduate Studies Committee. 
• 

3. The application form must be submitted four (40 week 

... .'_„. .._.... :. ...... ............ .' ill 
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before the beginning of the. semester and will: consist;of 

the following: application form, transcrj.pt. .of-.records•, 

two l e t t e r s of academic recommendation, fromjiis dean/profes-

s o r s , and two character references.^-, "z/z^.zn. i:.'~ • ! ' 

; Degree R e q u i r e m e n t s , : £:: , •rzrr.lsir:z.GT r.s. szu --: i nc _ .:.-•-— - . 

1. The candidate"', must earn a minimum of th irty (30) 

u n i t s , and must have been enr oiled* as a major in~nis area 

of spec i a l i z a t i on for a t l eas t two consecutive semesters. 

He must maintain ah average grade of "2" or be t te r during 

h i s en t i r e degree program. 

2 . Of these 30 un i t s , 12 must be in the area of 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , 5 units of e lec t ives under the I n s t i t u t e ' s 

graduate program, 6 units in the socia.1 sc iences , 6 units . 

fpr the master ' s t he s i s . 

3 . The candidate for the master 's degree, af ter complet­

ing the required courses of study and res idence , must have 

passed an oral examination in defense of h i s t h e s i s ; and 

a wr i t t en comprehensive examination. 

4 . Candidacy for the LI.A. degree expires three years 

a f te r s-dmission to-the graduate program. Reapplication 

i s requi red after the end of the three years . 

- 4 -
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. T.ie Research Pro-rata ' -—-£: —-*- -:- -.- — — -,:.-- —-• - ------ - • ..-• 

,..;-'_Ow:The I n s t i t u t e "of Mass Communication implements a con­

t i n u i n g , - th ree-pronged r e s e a r c h cprTo^5£T. r c 

1 . She s t a f f and s tudents ' buiid:: up basic 'data in .com­

munication for use i n t each ing , research, a n d ^ u b l i c j s e r v i c e . 

2 . The I n s t i t u t e s t a f f conducts short-term projects 

geared t o the needs of t he -pract i t ioners and government 

p o l i c y - m a k e r s . 

3 . In c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h other s t a t e and private agenc\_is, 

the s t a f f conducts l ong - t e rm p r o j e c t s t i e d i n wi th n a t i o n a l /• 

development . 

•I'his program c a l l s fo r s t u d i e s on the h i s t o r y or deve lop­

ment of v a r i o u s mass communication media, the a v a i l a b i l i t y 

•and use ox mass media! i n government informat ion and other 

o f f i c e s and on t h e communication process which inc ludes 

c r o s s - d i s c i p l i n a r y s t u d i e s on, communicators, messages, 

a u d i e n c e s , media, and media e f f e c t s . 

The emphasis i n communication r e s e a r c h a t the I n s t i t u J 

i s r e f l e c t e d by the presence of a Communication Research 

Committee which f u n c t i o n s l i k e a depar tment . T'his Committee^ 

i s composed of both f a c u l t y memoers and s tuden t s and in 

charge of t he r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s of the I n s t i t u t e . 

I n t h e academic program, graduate and undergraduate 

s t u d e n t s a r e g iven t r a i n i n g i n communication r e s e a r c h . Under^- -

g r a d u a t e s , fo r i n s t a n c e , a r e r equ i red to submi t ' an under­

g r a d u a t e t h e s i s as a requi rement for a r e sea r ch cour se . I n 

a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e n ine courses which d e a l wi th communica-
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tion research. . • f~21Zl;l.:-^Lz^^L.:.Jz-±ljJz h_~i' 

The Institute jsends faculty members abroad for advanced 

training in communication research. A UNESCO consultant in 

communication research assists the staff in. the-research 

program. This commitment to communication research, manifests 

itself in the quantity and quality of research projects and 

publications of the Inst it ut e. 

Such studies are initiated and conducted in the belief 

that the mass media, if used properly, can contribute to 

national development, hence the orientation towards: 

* 1. urban development such as the Manila Complex Study, 

the first report of which is published in the maiden 

issue of the Philippine Journal of Communications 

Studies. 

2. rural development such as the forthcoming family 

planning training and research project or the study 

of the first ,:green revolution" published in the 

same journal. 

3. institutional development of the mass media such 

as a recent study known as The Philippine. Radio 

and Television Pactbook. . 

An interesting development in the Institute's research 

progra.m is the shift from a non—theoretical study to theore­

tical studies dealing witn practical problems in the.field. 

This trend is guided by the premise that practical problems 

could be studied within a theoretical framework. 

-6-
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The Public Service Program. ,.__ s.:__££:£v ̂ ; z• 

She Institute provides- a continuing education program 

to media practitioners in the community and ih:the: Southeast 

Asian-Region by means of short courses, seminars, confer­

ences, workshops and symposia in addition to -press", radio-

TV and publication services, — ' '• '•'' 

The local program is coordinated by the -Institute 

through various University units and governmental and 

private agencies. The Asian program is undertaken with 

the support of UNESCO, UNDP, ECAPS and other international 

agencies. 

UP Public Affairs Television 

^he UP PATV.(Public Affairs Television) under the 

supervision of the Institute of Mass Communication began in 

1963 with a written agreement between U? President Carlos 

P. Romulo and the. management of the Inter-Island Broadcast­

ing Corporation (I3C). This educational television (ETV ) 

project was envisioned to create interest in the potential 

of television as an educator's tool — i!a vigorous force 

in furthering the social, political and economic life of 

the country." The educational television series was there­

fore an opportunity -'to render greater service to the 

nation; to explore new possibilities in developing knowledge 

and understanding of the educational process and to bring 

the University closer to the people." 
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Specifically the objectives are: 

1. To help develop intelligent public opinion 

through informational and cultural broadcasts. 

2. To provide a continuing education for out-of- • 

school adults; * 

3. To upgrade the standards of television viewing; and 

4. To exploit the potentialities of television as an 

educating medium.. 
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