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There a re two ways of looking at this p a r t i c u l a r topic - from 

the Academic v iew, with rosy glasses and freshman opt imism (it sounds 

l i ke 'How to get the most of your mar r iage ' ) and impress a l ! of you here 

on what ' the ACTUAL ro le ' of mass media SHOULD be (how theoret ical 

can you get?) OR should I give you a ra ther sober (not gloomy) analysis 

of '.he rea l i s t i c problems that are cu r ren t l y conf ront ing (or is it prevent ing 

mass media (within the context of the Republic of Singapore) as far as 

' 'Nat icna' Development" or the fos ter ing of some k ind of national aware 

ness / ident i t y is concerned. 

it is not my intention to t race back the h i s to r i ca l roots of the 

deveiopment of mass media in my country (S i r Cha r l es ' Moses has 

ce r ta in l y done an excellent Readers ' Digest vers ion in his latest book 

''Mass Communications in A s ; a " AMlC 1978) but two outstanding points 

are worth noting : ( l ) The S t ra i t s Times and i ts c<ose re la t ionsh ip with 

B r i t i s h co lonia l ism; the Chinese press as an extension of China 's p o l i 

t ica l and cu l tu ra l act iv i t ies (Chen: The H is to ry of E a r l y Chinese News-

paoe^s in Singapore) (2) A L L major press in S ingapore are not subsidized 

by the Government and recent press laws even made sole p rop r i e to rsh ip 

d i f f i cu l t . Heavy rel iance upon "adve r t i s i ng " as a major revenue has 

made newspapers p r o f i t - o n ented organizat ion just l ike departmental s tores 

o r supermarkets . 

My paper w i l l deal p r imar i l y w i th the dai ly p ress and " s o u r c e " 

of informat ion since Broadcast ing is s ta te -con t ro l l ed and that it is 

se rv ing the in terest of the Republic (by the fact that the banning of tobacco 

products and alcohol ic beverage (prime time) has resu l ted in great losses 

fo r RTS has not Effected the qual i ty of i ts p rogrammes. ) 
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With "p ro f i t ab i l i t y " as the f i r s t object ive - S ingapore 's dai l ies 

r a v e to operate w* hin cer ta in guidel ines set by the Government; the needs 

of a highly comrrul-ciaiized society and the tastes of a fa ; r "y complex 

ta rge t r eade rsh ip i persona! !y feel that the Government's so-ca l led 

' s t rong-arm' tact i \s on " r ebe l i ous " pressmen whenever act ion was taken 

to c lose down the t ingapore He na!d &* Eas te rn Sun in the ear ly 1970s 

was j us t i f i ed . P n p e Min is ter Lee ' s d ras t ic act ion against p r o -

Communist ief twingVournal ists was nai led as a major move to draw a 

c l e a r i ine div iding - .^ i f - interest and nat ional in teres* in modern jou rna l i sm. 

Compar ing to the ^ e . ^ l e ' s Republ ic of Cn ina , Singapore t ru ly has the 

f reedom cf the p"ess\5nd as the Pr ime Min is te r once to 'd the iPA that 

o u " country car.no; &'r. rd to have the " l u x u r y " of having "subvers i ve " 

eiements in mass rnediA 
{ 

in Communicat-Ups - ' sou rce " >s the most important fac tor in 

determining c red ib i l i t y Apoiebaum). !n other w o r d s , if an ;;em 

"count ry X clarms to ha>.\e captured 5spies from country V " would not 

nave the necessary condit ions for c r e d i b i l i t y unless the medium in 

which : . is - 'associated" w«-h nas the bu : M- in credib i I' ty (Macluhan). 

Each major rewsoacer nas i ts mass readersh ip fo l lowing. The nature 

(or ph-iosophy/ of each da ; ' y determines i ts own readership p r o f i l e . 

Th is "Dre-se!ec* ron" process (especial ly when we talk about the S t r a i t s 

Times which has been around for more than a century) is as complicated 

as :".he cnicxen and 'he egg*'. Nanyang Siang Pau and Sin Chew J i t Poh 

bctr- s var;ed as "NON-P ART ISAN ' ' Chinese oapers in the turbuient 

30s , the / have managed to su<"v'vei tne Chinese C:v ; ! WAR; remaining 

pro-Ch iang Kai-shek in 5 945, dec lar ing neutra l in 1948; somewhat l e f t -

wing (opportunist ic ? ) ]n 1949-50 and p ro -China (not necessar i ly motivated • 

by Commun :st ideology). Although the rrend for both Chinese ~?ar ?~c ?s 

to swing-away (alott) from fore ign oo l i t i cs ( i . e . the Communist-Nat ional is t 

con f l i c t ) , tne v is i t of R ichard Nixon to Peking in 1972, the death of Mao -

Tsetung, the fai l of V ie tnam, the recogni t ion of the Peking regime by 3 ASEA'J 
t 

states (not Singapore) has i t s "mo ra l " effects on the press and they have ^ 

been playing down China 's "achievements" whi le at the same time tota l ly t 

ignor ing any news about the Nat ional is t regime in Ta ipe i . £ 
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N o t h i n g s u r p r ' s e s me about how " n e w s " ( e s p e c i a l l y those o r i g i n a t i n g 

f r o m C h i n a ) are f r e a ' e d . R e c e n t l y , I had the o p p o r t u n i t y of r ead ing 

( t r e e s u b s c r i p t i o n ) the C h i n a P o s t of T a i p e i and i t sudden ly dawn on me that 

i t t a k e s " t w o to t a n g o " - in o t h e r w o r d s , b e f o r e the a v e r a g e r e a d e r is 

f i n a l l y e x p o s e d to a s t o r y - "Hie " s o u r c e " ( a l r e a d y f i l t e r e d ) i s r e f i l t e r e d 

by t h e E d i t o r b e f o r e the p r e s e n t a t i o n . T h e " O r i g i n a l " r e p o r t may almost 

be t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t than the f i na l l o o k . I have a l w a y s been a doubt ing 

T h o m a s on the r e l i a b i l i t y and e f f i c i e n c y o f w i r e - s e r v i c e r e p o r t i n g . E v e r y 

y e a r , I l e a d my mass c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s t uden t s to S i n Chew J i t Poh and each 

t i m e , w e ' r e f o i d that " h u n d r e d s of s t o r i e s came In each day on the t e l e 

t ype m a c h i n e s and how the e d i t o r s s e l e c t O N L Y those s u i t a b l e fo r t r a n s 

i t i o n ( n r o C h " r , e s e ! " . Bu t how d i d these w i r e s e r v i c e s (UP ! „ A P , A P F 

e t c ; managed to o b t a i n such s t o r i e s so f a s t ? In C h i n a P o s t ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

E d i t i o n ) they have a j a g e w h e r e 8 A f r o - A s i a n s t a t e s ( i n c l u d i n g Ma lays ia 

and S i n g a p o r e ) ar~e g : v e n da i ly r e p o r t s based e n t i r e l y on A P o r UPS n e w s . 

T h e f o r m u l a i s a c t u a l >y q u ; t e s lmp le : . -

0 ) t h r e e n e w s s t o r i e s b r e a k out i n S i n g a p o r e on the the same 

d e > . T h e s e a~e w i t t e n by d i f f e r e n t r e p o r t e r s and they 

a f c e a r e o r- ' h e f o l l o w i n g d a y . ( S t r a i t s T i m e s ) . 

(2) The U P | c c " r e s p o n d e n t r e h a s h e s the th^ee s t o r i e s but ph rases 

• i ke ' ' a c c o r d i n g lo *ne S ' ^ a i i s T i m e s " w l ' i be i n s e r t e d whe re 

d ' r e c t ouo-es a^e a t t r i b u t e d to - L e t ' s s a y , the s t o r i e s a re 

la) P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c of C h i n a ' s t r a d e w i t h S i n g a p o r e i nc reases 

by X %. 

(b) 100 V i e t n a m e s e r e f u g e e s lands "m S i n g a p o r e a f t e r da r jng 

e s c a p e f r o m Ho C h ' h M inh c i t y . 

(c) U . S . A m b a s s a d o r opens A r t S h o w - t a l k s about A S E A N 

c u i t u r a ' i d e n t i t i e s . 

(3) U P ! " f i l t e r e d " these s t o r i e s out of many because th i s p a r t i c u l a r 

c o - r e s p o n d e n t " f e i t " that the t h r e e s t o r i e s may have a genera l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t (at leas t in the A s i a n - P a c i f i c A r e a ) . 

Jus t how th i s s e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s t akes p l a c e - n a t u r a l l y depends 

on tne p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a l , s o c i a l a t t i t u d e b a c k g r o u n d and 

p h i l o s o p h y o f the U P i "man on the s p o t " . 
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(4) T h e C h i n a P o s t ( T a i p e i ) r e c e i v e s the t h r e e s t o r i e s f r om 

S i n g a p o r e . T h e f i r s t ge ts t h r o w n out because i t " c o n f l i c t s " 

w i t h t he N a t i o n a l i s t p o l i c y of p r i n t i n g "good n e w s " about 

P e k i n g ; the t h i r d w i l i be cu t and r e d u c e d in ha If and the 

s e c o n d w i l l get top p r i o r i t y because i t i s b a s i c a l l y a n t i -

C o m m u n i s t . I t w i l l then be g iven a head ing (by the Ed i t i on ) 

l i k e " R e f u g e e s s a i l e d to F r e e d o m lands in S i n g a p o r e " . 

T h e T a i p e i r e a d e r w i l l on l y be ab le to r e a d the f i na l p r e 

s e n t a t i o n . 

I am not. a g a ' n s t t h i s s y s t e m (a l t hough many t h i r d w o r l d l eade rs 

r\re g e t t i n g u p s e t o\.>er ' i r r e s p o n s i b l e ' w i r e - s e r v i c e r e p o r t i n g - but the 

S O U R C E , ( w h i c h h a s to be human) and the t r ea tmen t shou ld to a c e r t a i n 

ex ten t gmus some c a u s e f o r a n x i e t y . 

We are l i v i n g i n the age of I n f o r m a t i o n E x p l o s i o n - the Common 

Man has m e r g e d as s.he d e t e r m i n a n t f a c t o r in i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s , H i s 

v i e w s , a t t i t u d e s , • -eac t i on to any g i v e n s i t u a t i o n o r p e r s o n a l i t y a^e o f ten 

based or- b:*s ar.d p i e c e s and i n c o m p l e t e r e p o r t i n g (what one w e i l - k n o w n 

B r *isr-. . o u r r a i ' s i r e f e r r e d to as D i s i n f o r m a t i o n ) f o r m u l a t e s She ges ta ' t 

p i c ; u ~ e of thas sub. ,ec: in ; t s t o t a l i t y . W n ; i e mass c o m m u n i c a t o r s l i ke 

A p p . e b a u m s S c o r a m m , B e r . o w a~e i n t e r e s t e d in " m e d i a ' s " r e l a t i o n s h i p 

o i t s arge: - • am as a p r a c t . t i o n e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y f a s c i n a t e d in now the 

v r i a r i pu 3*"cr :
 ! o f t h e s o u r c e is made to f i t i n to the needs (of ten a r t i f i c i a l ) 

o f a g i v e ' o u b ! - c , 

T h e s e a r e s i x common s o u r c e s f r o m w h e r e the S t r a i t s T imes w i l l 

" a b s t r a c t " i t s " n e w s " f o r torn .>"now ,s e d i t i o n . L e t ' s examine them c a r e f u l l y . . . 

(}) N e w s A g e n c i e s ( w i r e s e r v i c e s ) . T h e r e a r e o f f i c i a ' one=> \wn i cn 

s n o u i d <~ef!ect the v i e w s of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e governments ) l i ke 

T a s s ( U . S . S . R . )3 N C N A ( P e k i n g , C N A ( T a i p e i , Be rnama 

( M a l a y s i a ) , ( the o l d U . S . I . S . cannot be c l a s s i f i e d under th i s 

c a t e g o r y ) . G o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r e d News A g e n c i e s w i l l " ! . , i nd -

o u t " o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t / c o m m e n t s to bo th loca l r e p o r t e r s , 

f o r e i g n c o r r e s p o n d e n t s and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g e n c i e s . M o s t of f ic ia l 

n e w s a g e n c i e s a r e t r e a t e d w i t h c e r t a i n s u s p i c i o n and add i t i ona l 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library

file:///wnicn


5 -

c o m m e n t s o f ' e n c o m p ' e - e s tne f ; n a i v e r s ' o n . In c o u n t r i e s whe^e 

r e p o r t e r s a r e g i v e n the f r e e d o m ro r o a m , the o f f i c i a l news can 

be " s u p p o r t e d " by the s u p p l e m e n t a r y f i n d i n g s o r " d - ' u t e d " by 

o t h e r " u n o f f : c ; a i ' ' v i e w s that many even c o n t r a d i c t the s o u r c e . 

J a p a n e s e r e p o r t e r s (no ted f o r t h e i r f r e e d o m and l i be ra* v iews) 

f ound P e k i n g to be a d e a d - e n d auey because tney can only r e p o r t 

wha t N C N A had r e l e a s e d o r Rad>o P e k i n g b r o a d c a s t e d on the 

same d a y . It i s t h e r e f o r e assumed t n a ; News Agenc .es 'as an 

o f f j c i a 1 m o u - n p ; e c e ) a r e e^ fec r i ve <n a t o t a l i t a r i a n s 'a te such as 

P R C and t e r r i b ' y i n e f f e c t i v e a ' ' ,mes >'n a democra t c s*ate (such 

as M e i a y s i a ) . U n p l e a s a n t r e p o r t i n g (by d e l i b e r a t e l y t w i s t i n g the 

o f f ; c l a i s i a t e m e r t ) was P r o b a b i v 'he main cause fo r m e t r a g i c end 

o+' t h e A n ' j - C o m m u n i s t S a i g o n G o v e r n m e n t . ! b e ' i e v e ;ha r as iong 

as I n t e r n a ' " o n a ! N e w s A g e n c i e s a~e " g a t h e r i n g " news and 'hat 

as l ong as JneT c o r r e s p o n d e n t s a r e not r e s t r a i n e d / o r o n i b : t e d 

f r o m e ' i n e " M f i t e r • r . g " ! o c a : / a o m e s t ; c news - t r u e c factual r e p o r 

t i n g is sr ; : <n ".he "ques t ' onab ie s ' .age" . 

(2) E x c h a n g e f e a ' u r e s - In the o>d days (1948 when S r g a p o r e had 

f o u r C n - n e s e c a p e r s - the Commun.s t Nam Cn-ao J M Poh ; Kuommtaug 

Cr-ung i-is r. ..;': P o h ; Neu ' "e< b u ' p . - c - ' e f ' Nanyanq S a n g Pau and 

S i r . C n e w «• '. P r , h , B e s des c e ^ ^ v n g 'he W'i*e s e r v i c e s , 'hey a lso 

" ! - f r ' ; c i . recr »• f r o m C h i n e s e p a p e r s ( e s p e c i a l l y Hono Kong l w: !h 

" s i m i l a r v e w s and c o i - t i c a ' o h ; !osoph>es !l» T h e p r a c t i c e was 

c o m m o n i - e * e r r a d to .-?s "Cn e n - d a o Cheng C h e r " ( S c i s s o r s p o i i c y ) . 

Today , ihe Ch ;r-ese p r e s s a r e s: ; :> do ing ; h ; s or a " ; m a ! ; e r s c a i e " 

and m e S t r a . i s T i m e s nave e m b a r k e d on what is now known as tne 

" e x c h a n g e 1 ' s y s t e m , !n o ; n e r w e d s , they wou ld en~er T-IIO c o n r - a c -

tua 1 a g r e e m e n t s w i t h one or two U . K „ da i l i es . . U . S , da ••ies; 

J a p a n e s e d a ' i i e s m wh i ch thev cou-'d use ANY spec^a' f ea tu re f rom 

the S ' . ra : 5 T i m e s and '.He S t r a i t s "urnes can a 'so c a r r y the i r f e a 

t u r e s . A g a m . we a f-e a! the " m e r c y " of " f o r e ; g r . n e w s m e n " wnose 

v e w s may not be tne same o r in a c c o r d a n c e wi tn ou r nauona 

d e v e ; o p m e n t . S o fsr_ f e a t u r e s ' i k e how d r u g adcucnon is combat ted; 

the p r o b l e m s of i n f l a h o n a r e cer ta - in ' y " i n - l i n e " w i th ou~ th ;nk>ng. 

B u t the s e l e c t i o n of c o u r s e , ' i e s w i t h o u r own e d i t o r s . 
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N e w s s y n d i c a t e s : N e w s s y n d i c a t e s l i k e S e n v m , K ; ngs F e a t u r e s 

e t c . p r o v i d e s p e c i a l i z e d s t o r i e s o r comic s t r i p s f o r ou r !ocai 

p a p e r s . I u n d e r s t a n d news s y n d i c a t e s have l a r g e number of " t r e e -

l a n c e r s " o r " s t r i n g e r s " whose -amaz ing capabi l i ty of snoop ing " 

h a s kep t many r e a d e r s " h o o k e d " . 

O v e r s e a s C o r r e s p o n d e n t s : T h e s e w o u l d be i n d i v i d u a l s e i t he r f rom 

S i n g a p o r e o r on the p a y r o l l o f the S t r a i t s T i m e s in the ma jo r 

w e s t e r n c a p i t o l s . F o r e x a m p l e . S t r a i t s T i m e s keeps a man in 

L o n d o n on a " r o t a t i o n " b a s i s . In the U „ S . they have M i l t on Chase 

(a r e t i r e d c o n g ^ s s i n a 1 a s s i s t a n t ) who is do ing a fabulous job of d i r e c t 

r e p o r i . n g f r o m W a s h i n g t o n D . C . and somet imes w i t h " A s i a " in m ind . 

T h e a v e r a g e S i n g a p o r e a n ' s ( i f you don ' t s u b s c r i b e f o the New Y o r k 

T i m e s o r W a s h i n g t o n P o s t ) o p i n i o n of A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c s is t h rough 

the e y e s of M i l t o n C h a s e Just now Chase " f i l t e r s " A m e r i c a n news 
; s a n o t h e " p r o b l e m , in L c n d o n , the S t r a i t s T ' m e s r e c e n t ' y c a r r i e d 

a d e s p a t c h about a S i n g a p o r e sawyer who denounced the government 

( p a r t or the eurocommun- 's t p l o t to d i s c r e d i t P r - m e M i n i s t e r L e e and 

the P A P ? ) o v e r B B C - T V , Now i s n ' t th i s c o m p l i c a t e d ? A " p c l H i c a 1 

r e f u g e e " a t t a c k s ene gove rnmen t o v e r the T V of a " f r i e n d l y s t a i e " -

! p e r s o n a l l y though* tr.e S t r a i t s T i m e s h a n d l e d "his ex t reme ly w e ' 1 . 

• r the •f-!~st p i a c e 5 the London man (Ph . ' - p L e e ) i n t e r v i e w e d f i ve 

S i n g a p o r e a n s r e s i d i n g ,n L o n d o n and they a n d i s c r e d i t e d the L a w y e r 

and t h i s was supp lemen ted by a f o ! i o w - u p loca l i n t e r v i e w w i th tne 

g o v e r n m e n t and "t was o f f i c i a l l y announced that the government had 

no indent ion of r e p i y i r g :o ;he : a w y e r o r to get in touch w i th the 

B B C . Not cr.e s ; r .g e C h i n e s e p a p e r c a r r i e d th is s-.ory. 

F r e e - l a n c e r s - 'h.ls wou.d be a g a ; n in s p e c i a l f i e l ds i .ke d r a m a , 

a r t o r c u i s i n e . B y - l i n e s o f ten accompan ied these s t o r i e s . 

S t a f f r e p o r t e r s - p a i d members o* the S t r a i t s T i m e s . S m c e 1975, 

t h e r e has been a s t r e a m l i n i n g p r o g r a m m e fo r t r a i n i n g r e p o r t e r s to 

h a n d l e c e r t a i n type o f s t o n e s . G e n e r a l l y , t h e i r " s o u r c e s " a r e 

as f o i i o w : 
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0 ) Gove"~nmen» press conferences/handcu!s. 

(2) Private sector press conferences/handouts. 

(3) Phone in 'tips' from the genera1 public. 

»4) Foiiow-ups on 'Letters- to the Editor. 

(5) Re-hashing of stories which has appealed in *rade/ 

house journal (pubi;c and private sec'or), 

(6 ) P r e s s - " e i e e s e s - f rom P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s / A d v e r t i s i n g / 

M a n a g e m e n t C o n s u l t a n c . e s . 

89 
T " r e r - e a ' e c e ^ ' a - n r e s ' r : ' c r i o n s p l a n e d o n r e p e a l i n g ( n o : g a g l a w s ) 

a n d a t t h i s s t a g e :*. i s n e c e s s a r y , T h e r e f u s a l to a c c e p t p o l i t i c a l p r e s s 

" e i e a s e s ' f r o m C o m m u o ' 5 : e m b a s s ' e s ) '.s o n e e x c e M e n t e x a m p l e . 

i r , : n e c a s e o f t n e S ' r a ' . ; s T . m e s , m e r e h a s been a c o n t i n u a l s h i f t 

' .OA'a- 'ds b u d ' ^ .g a s p o n g e ' " n a ' o n a i i d e n ' i t y . T h e b i ' i n g u a i p a g e ( t h r e e 

r m e s w e e k ' •,) e n c o u r a g i n g r e a d e r s :.o s ' u d y C h i n e s e as a s e c o n d l a n g u a g e ; 

• h e s p o n s o r s t v p o f s e m i n a r s , S P G - I r-g e v e n t s a r e a i l o o s i h v / e a p p r o a c h e s . 

T'ie IS ianyang S a n g P a u a n d S'<n C h e w J t P o n h a s ever : g o n e f u r t h e r by 

g- \ . r q *C;J p r o r . c y f c p r e s s r e ' e a s e s f ' o m : n e . 'a r " o u s C o m m u n ' i y C e n t r e s 

[a g r a s s - o o ; s o - g a n i z a t ^ o n o o e r a t r g a s a S ' d ' u ' o r y b o d y ) . ( N e i e : T h e 

D e o t v e ' s A s s o c ^ ^ c r a s r e c e n t * y epoo r-ed a Narvah-Ha^vard graduate, 

Lee M.jr: as Deou:y Di"eccr f c Pub :c Re'a < uy-.s I. The c ;cse- reiai ion-

s-v'p be*ween tne common* •>• ce r i r e s (more 'hen 1 20; and tne Chinese press 

r.as g-'ver a new .mage '.o 'he ofcen ' ' fa r - 'exh" fee'ing of tne average citizen 

'cwa'ds ,ne go .-ernmer'.. Memoers of Pan.amen> a.so utilize community 

centres as a c->se fO" "mee-:ny :ne Deoce'' sess'ens which is aiso a subject 

of news report ng. 

Tne Ch.oese press has also laker an acwva role in focussing on 

primary and secondary school activities with both sponsorships of -nter-

school e^er'-s (debates, ar; , music arid essay writing competitions); 

detai*ed reDoriing (or feature supports) and p-coria-' supplements. . Both 

papers through their PR Departments ( headed by Engl i sh--educated executives) 

have been encouraging Chinese scnoos *o parr.c:pa*e <n community cultural 

programmes. Tne b: ungual pages (encouraging Ch.nese readers to study 

Engiisn) are also weh edited. 
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S i n g a p o r e is s t i l l in i t s i n fancy as f a r as " n a t i o n a l i s m " is 

c o n c e r n e d - the daily newspaper with a l l i t s comp l i ca ted p a s t , c u r r e n t 

p r o b l e m s and f u t u r e a n x i e t i e s a r e s t i l l the most impor tan t c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r i n d e v e l o p i n g future a w a r e n e s s and na t i ona l invo lvement and 

d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Mass Media - e s p e c i a l l y the d a i l y n e w s p a p e r has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

to s o c i e t y . A l t h o u g h prof i t m o t i v a t i o n s cannot be comp le te ly d i s r e g a r d e d 

as i t ' s r a i s o n d ' t r e - it s t i l l owes ; t s e x i s t e n c e and f u t u r e p r o s p e r i t y to 

the f u t u r e of the c o u n t r y . 

B y r e c r u i t i n g some o f the bes t m inds and ta len ts - the da i i y n e w s 

p a p e r can be s u c c e s s f u l l y managed and r u n by i n d i v i d u a l s whose i n t e r e s t s 

a r e i den i . ca 1 to those of the d e v e l o p i n g s t a t e . 

We s imp ly cannot t o l e r a t e the k i n d of sensa t i ona l j o u r n a l i s m that 

has c h a r a c t e r i z e d the F a r E a s t e r n E c o n o m i c R e v i e w . 

•c is now be ing sued by the S i n g a p o r e S tock Exchange 

sea led up by the F i l i p i n o g o v e r n m e n t , and 

s e v e r e l y c r i t i c i z e d and o+ 'ten banned n M a l a y s i a ; T h a i l a n d 

and S i n g a p o r e . 

H c p e f u S y , we w i l l a l w a y s i i v e in a soc ie t y o f r e s p o n s i b l e op in ion 

l e a d e r s . 

Thank y o u . 

* * * * * 
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