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CIDA-AMIC Seminar on "Training Needs in the 
Use of Media for Distance Education in Asia" 
June 8-11, 1987, Singapore 

Distance education has been given due recognition and 
importance in the country's overall educational policies and 
plans. The'proposed new constitution includes a provision on 
the development of a system of independent study and similar non-
formal education activities including distance education. 
The Chapter on Education and Manpower Development of the proposed 
Medium Term Plan, 1987-1992 of.the country, provides, among 
others, the development and use of non-traditional systems in
cluding open-school system, distance educaiton and conmunity-
based training. The Department of Education, Culture and Sports 
has likewise strongly encouraged the use of distance education 
for out-of-school children, youth and adults. 

A number of non-government agencies have started pro
jects/experiments on distance education. The Metropolitan 
Educational Television Association (META), had a prioneer pro
ject called the National Program of Instruction by Television 
in Secondary Schools. Distance education, structured around 
the correspondence format, has been offered by two non-government 
institutions, namely: (1) International Correspondence School 
(ICS) and (2) Asian Institute for Distance Education (AIDE). 

In the light of the development plan of the country, 
technical assistance and/or financing from external sources 
may be needed in the following aspects/areas: (1) staff 
development; (2) production of training materials; (3) pur
chase of cassettes, tapes and other materials; (4) honoraria 
of subject experts, etc., and (5) monitoring and evaluation. 

With the concerted efforts of all concerned, distance 
education as a non-traditional approach, could provide educational 
opportunities to a big sector of the country's population, 
especially those who cannot avail themselves of formal education. 

In the Philippines, distance education, using a multi
media approach, is understood as an educational innovation that 
seeks to deliver instructions to people who have no access to 
schools, colleges and universities or to those who, for one reason 
or another, canix>t profit from the conventional system. 
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Distance education has existed for seme time in the 
Philippines. It has been used in the following programs/projects: 

a) The School Broadcast Program (SEP). This program, 
which was launched in 1959, was a ;joint project of the Bureau of 
Public Schools and the Philippines Broadcasting Service. It was 
started to provide teachers, pupils and adults with valuable and 
up-to-date materials through the radio. 

b) The Continuing Learning Delivery System (CLDS). A 
project of the Bureau of Continuing Education (formerly Office of 
Non-formal Education), the CLDS is designed to meet the needs of 
those who would like to avail themselves of the opportunity bo 
raise their educational level without going through the formal 
school system. 

c) The Rizal Experimental Station and Pilot School of 
Cottage Industries "Balik-Paaralann Scheme. "Balik-Paaralan" 
is an innovative program of education bridging the gap between 
formal and "non-formal education. Self-learning modules, 
prepared by experts, are the principal instructional materials 
used in this project. 

d) The University of Life Home Study Program (ULHSP) • 
This program makes of the concept of "self-discovery" by the 
learner. The responsibility of learning is greatly placed on 
the learner. 

e) The university of Mindanao On-the-Air (UM Air 
Project) ̂  UM Air offers an accredited graduate education course 
through the radio for public and private school teachers and other 
professionals. 

f) The continuing Education of Teachers (CET). CET is 
a pilot project of the Communication and Technology for Education 
to facilitate the mass training and academic upgrading of elemen
tary school teachers through the use of radio with print and 
audio-visuals as support media. 

As an alternative to face-to-face teaching, distance 
education has yet to gain full acceptance. Funding is a major 
problems to the full development of distance education. Re
orientation and retraining of personnel are also needed to ensure 
effectiveness in the management and operation of the system. 
The dearth of appropriate learning materials for distance educa
tion is another stumbling block in the implementation of the 
program. 
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DISTANCE EDUCATION AND STATUS OF BROADCASTING, PRINTING AND 
POSTAL SERVICES IN THE COUNTRY 

One of the Distance Education institutes we have in 
our country is REPSI which stands for Rizal Experimental 
Station and Pilot School of Cottage Industry. This institution 
has two programs: the regular program and the Balik-paaralan 
program. It also offers vocational courses as well as home 
study program from first year to fourth year high school. To 
date, they have more than 3,000 enrollees. 

Another educational institution that offers distance • 
education program is the La Concordia College. They have 
four maiii courses namely: the functional literacy, vocational 
(dressmaking, cooking and cosmetology), continuing learning 
delivery system and refresher course from second year to fourth 
year high school. 

It- enrollment data since its establishment last July 
1983 was as follows: 

1983 - 84 - 40 students 

1984 - 85 - 25 students 

1985 - 86 - 35 students 

1986 - 87 - 105 students 

They also have satelite schools which is composed mostly 
of charity schools like the Immaculate Heart of Mary College, 
Sta. Isable College, and San Juan de Dios Hospital. 

Radio Facilities (Production and Broadcasting Faci
lities for Educational Programs) 

The national communication network is composed of 12 
regions and each has its assigned frequencies are in terms 
of kilohertz. 

The techniques or method of ocmnunication is grouped 
into four as follows: Region I, V, IX; Regions II, VI, X; 
Regions III, VII, XII and Regions IV, VIII, XI. The purpose 
of this is to avoid interference or crowded line in oontnunica-
tion transmission. 
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In addition to this, there are almost 98 units of radio 
facilities nationwide. 

However, there are also divisions in the different 
regions which do not have units. They only have assigned 
frequencies connected to RCPI. These are: 

Regions 

I Dagupan 

II Basco, Batanes 

III Tarlac, Olongapo, Malolos, Cabanatuan eity 
Iba, Zambales 

TV Batangas, Mamburao, Sta. Cruz (Laguna), 
Calapan, Sn. Jose, Sn. Pablo City, Palawan 
(Balabac, Culion, Buswangga) 

V Iriga City 

VI Cadiz City, Sn. Carlos, La Carlota, Baguio City 

. VII Toledo City 

IX Basilan City, Tawi-Tawi 

X Ozamix City 

XI Tagum (Davao), Tandag (Surigao) Liangga 
(Surigao) 

XEI Maguindanao 

Their latest proposal is the organization of DECS Key 
Official Conmunication Facilities with mobiles and repeaters. 

TV Facilities (Production and Broadcasting Facilities 
for Educational Programs) t 

Five television networks are operating in the country. 
These are channels 2,4,7,9 and 13. The said TV stations could 
come up with educational programs. At present, the educational 
television programs presented are Sesame Street, Quiz Bee, 
Batibot, Tele-Aralan, and others. 
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Number and Percentage of Electrified Village J 

As of July 1986, a total of 19,323 barangays (villages) 
have been energized. This number represent 56 per cent of the 
total barangays (villages) in the country. (Source: National 
Elec i_rif ication Administration). 

All municipalities within the franchise area of MERALOO 
(Manila Electric Company) have electrical services. These include 
100 municipalities and 9 cities in Quezon, Bulacan,_Metro Manila 
and protion of Batangas. 

Private utilities and cooperatives also provide electrical 
services to places not covered by the MERALOO franchise area. 

Status of Printing Facilities in the Country 2 

There are two government-owned printing press and seven 
hundred fifty private-owned publication companies in the country. 
These figures were taken from the yellow pages of the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Company directory. 

Postal Services in the Country 

Region No. of Officers/Branches 

I 

II 

III 
• 

IV 

V 

VI 

VTI 

VIII 

IX 

X 

XI 

XII 

NCR 

217 

149 

156 

305 

158 

210 

122 

148 

133 

142 

125 

116 

49 

Total 2,030 
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Training needs identification can be gleaned from this list 
of possible use of television and radio in distance education: 

I. . TELEVISION 

1. To demonstrate experiments or experimental situations, 
particularly; 

(a) where equipment or phenomena to be observed are 
' large, expensive, inaccessible or difficult to 
observe without special equipment. _ 

(b) where the experimental design is complex. 

(c) where the measurement of experimental behaviour 
is not easily reduced to a single scale or 
dimension (e.g. human behavior). 

(d) where the experimental behavior may be influenced 
by uncontrollable but observable variables. 

2. To bring to students primary resource material, i.e. 
film or video recordings of actual situations which, 
through editing and selection, can demonstrate princi
ples covered in the units. This material may be 
used for a nunfoer of purposes, for example: 

(a) film of naturally occuring events (e.g. teaching 
situations, mental disorders, medical cases) to 
enable recognition of categories, symptoms, etc. 

(b) film of naturally occuring events to enable 
students to analyze a situation, using principles 
or criteria established elsewhere in unit. 

(c) to provide students with a selection of sources 
of evidence to analyze. Beside contemporary 
material, it may also include archive film or 
historical material. 

3. To record special events, experiments, species, places, 
people, building, etc., which are crucial to the content 
of units, but may be likely to disappear, die or be 
destroyed in the near future. 
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To bring to students the views or knowledge of eminent 
people, who are often prepared to be televised or filmed 
but not to write material specially for the institution. 

To change student attitudes: 

(a) by presenting material in a novel manner, or from 
an unfamiliar viewpoint. 

(b) by presenting material in a dramatized form, enabling 
student to identify with the emotions and viewpoints 
of the main participants. 

(c) by allowing the students to identify closely with 
someone in the programme who overcomes problems or 
himself changes his attitudes as a result or evidence 
presented in the progranme or televised exercise. 

To explain or demonstrate activities that the students 
are to carry out (e.g. home experiments, survey interviewing). 

To feedback to students "mass" or total results of 
activities or survey carried out by the students themselves, 
where the "turn-round" time is too short for printed feedback. 

To illustrate abstract principles through the use of 
specially constructed physical models. 

To illustrate abstract principles involving dynamic change 
or movement. 

Tb illustrate principles involving two-, three-, or n-dimen-
sional space. 

To use animated, slow-motion, or speeded-up film or 
video-tape to demonstrate changes over time (including 
computer animation). 

Through performance, to demonstrate methods or techniques 
of dramatic production, or different interpretations of 
dramatic works. 
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To demonstrate decision-making processes: 

(a) by filming or observing the decision-making process 
as it occurs. 

(b) by dramatization. 

(c) by simulation or role-playing. 

To condense or synthesize into a coherent whole a wide 
range of information which, in print, would take up 
considerable space and would not provide the richness 
of background material necessary for students to 
appreciate fully the situation. 

To demonstrate how basic principles have been applied 
in the real world, where visualization of the application 
in its total environment is necessary to understand the 
way the principle has been applied, and the difficulties 
encountered. 

To test students* ability, by requiring them to apply 
concepts or principles learned elsewhere in the course; 
by explaining or analyzing "real-life" situation presented 
through television. 

To demonstrate the use of tools or equipment, or the 
effects of tools or equipment. 

To demonstrate methods of playing instruments, and the 
relationship between music, musicians and their instruments. 

To increase students' sense of belonging; identification 
of and with course designers; to make the teaching less 
impersonal. 

To reduce the time required by students to master content. 

To place students; to keep them working regularly; to 
break the inertia in beginning evening study. 

To recruit or attract new students (either to the 
university or to specific courses); to interest 
general viewers in subject matters. 

To establish academic credibility of the course to 
"outside" world. 
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II RADIO 

1. To provide remedial tutorials, or some other form of 
tutorial, based on feedback. 

2. To provide corrections, alterations or updating of 
material, where print remake budgets are limited, or 
where print cannot reach students quickly enough. 

3. To bring to students primary resource materials, i.e., 
recordings which, through careful editing and selection, 
can demonstrate principles covered in the units. 
This material may be used in a number of ways, for 
example: 

(a) recording of naturally occuring events, e.g. 
political speeches, children talking, concerts 
or perfomances, talks previously recorded for 
other than Open University purposes (e.g. Reith 
lectures), eyewitness interviews at historical 
events. 

(b) to provide students with a selection of source 
of evidence to analyze. 

4. To bring to students the view or knowledge of eminent 
people who can condense in a full or edited form, so 
as to provide the essential points, what in written 
form may be more complex or lengthy. 

5. To record specially the voices of people who have not 
been recorded before, but whose contribution to the 
course would provide a unique experience (e.g. famous 
poets reading their own work, civil servants talking -
perhaps anonymously - about their role in decision
making) . 

6. To change student attitudes: 

(a) by presenting material in a novel manner, or from 
an unfamiliar viewpoint. 

(b) by presenting material in dramatized form, enabling 
students to identify with the emotions and view
points of the main participants. 
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To demonstrate methods or techniques of drama or music, 
through performance. 

To provide the student with a condensed argument, in 
lecture form, which may: 

(a) reinforce points made elsewhere in the course. 

(b) introduce new concepts not covered elsewhere in 
the course. 

(c) provide an alternative view to that presented in 
the correspondence text and/or television programmes. 

(d) analyze material contained elsewhere in the course, 
more particularly, in specially written broadcast 
notes or television progranmes. 

(e) summarize the main points of the block or course 
as far as it has gone, providing integrating and 
orientation. 

(f) draw on quotation, recorded information, interviews, 
etc., as evidence in support of (or against) the 
argument. 

To enable students to perceive that different points of 
view exist, and to observe ideas challenged, through 
discussions and interviews. 
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