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The Effects of Mass Media on The Troditional Perforndng a r t s at The 

Fine Arts D o p ^ r t p ^ "f Thfii1^nfi -

Introduct ion 

PGoplu of mim.y iialiuii liavc llm r ighl and dulji to pi'isam-vo 

and, dovolop th^i i iulLuM'^1 h-jritagJ1: fhdii'iiid TVS Well ab uUim lumilfles 

4ia^r uurugglu lu pi'olOct her culliU'.'-L xuMiliWyt 

L,/ Thai cultm-al heri tage in/performing vrts has existed for 

cen tur ies and has b„en handed down through generations. Once they \uA. w*Ai 

<$&gX- the p r iv i l aco of the nobil i t*** out l a t e r became the responsibi l i ty 

of the governmentalo take o^ro o£ th i s oultural rurtc.—> 

/The rine Arts Department under the Ministry of Education/adopted 4£ 

the government policy »ihi oh specially empha-sxSTig* the preservation and 
ft *• 

development of t h i s cu l tu ra l i den t i t y . TH8 respons ib i l i ty j j i pnoaivlug, 

i s assigned t o the Division of i r t - Education who runs the College of 

Dramatic a r t s , providing *£§ty students with the basic studies in /performing 

a r t s j while the Division of Music and Drama has the function of promoting 

and relaying Thai t r a d i t i o n a l performing a r t s to the public, 

f a c i l i t i e s for in t roduct ion of Thai ga l tura l performing a r t s to the public 

The Fine Arts Dopartmont brings Thai c l a s s i ca l performing a r t s 

to the publ ic in various ways. 

''lv Rf.l' '•./_; RegularrifeyformancSs of druaas and'dances are given at tho natiorvti. 

thtfatr,©. with /seat ing, ffap&ltxthtgr of 1300 in the main auditorium and 400 in 

the;-sm&Hi.Pne. Other places for performing are outdoor^ pavilions in public 

perke . Th© department- also, reaches out to provinces outside tho motoopolio. 

through- i t s . r e g u l a r ttrtaring programmes. 

The - Need • for ; an EffocMtiroit Public Conr.mnication 

1 / /Peari'ormahbfis- without audiences cannot make our cul tural 

hari tage. surv jse . Howndanld people be aware of the events at tho theatre? 

They .nefcd pub ic i ty . 'Thehpublic relations section attached to the Department's 

s e c r e t a r i a t * office, is+ responsible for keoping the public fully informed of 
££ 

t h e / a c t i v i t i e s . To, accomplish t h i s t a r g e t , woe io made of a l l channels of 
A. 'tut On*£< i 

coragunications/ nevsp.fper-> t e lev i s ion , radio,publicat ion. Thn icsuo of 

p re s s i r e l eases ; s l ideov'photographs, /posters hnc boon done to spread the 

news it©'tho ipooplu, )Apart' from th 'a t , |o ther direct link with tho public i s 
, - . , , . , | v l n -.,•{ -. , , , *•••< rij.ll.". ''' \ ' ••' ' ' ; ' ' ' '"•• 

L' 
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the i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e . 

Mass media becomes an important f a c t o r , i t i s concerned with 

communication, t r a n s m i t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n / i deas from one to ano ther . I t 

• C M N*6*- I *^ 

h e l p s i n p r o m o t i n g / c u l t u r a l i r t s j^s i t m-j-, n ni I i. r "1 information and^ 1Uut> 

i n d u c e s / p u b l i c r e sponse Uasaa h y c r e a t i n g / b e t t o r knowledge of human needs 

a n d d e s i r e s . ^ i j r..-.n e x a m i n e a n d n y - l n ^ t , - . h i u T -M. I I . -nin p n n r l i i n t - i n n i n 

p e r f o r m i n g i r t n <-r• j • • -11 tin t i n p \ i b l i r n i i n i ui 11 it h n \\ !• 

The e f f e c t s of Mass Media on the T r a d i t i o n a l performing a r t s 

Mass ued ia which invo lves mechanical and e l e c t r o n i c dev ices , sach 

as cameras , p r o j e c t o r s , r ecord p l a y e r s , r a d i o s , t e l e v i s i o n s e t s and audio 

and v ideo tope machines c o n t r i b u t e g r e a t l y to t h e promotion of c u l t u r a l a r t s , 

rtudio and v i s u a l r e c o r d i n g s f a c i l i t a t e the a r t s of music composition and dance 

choreography as w a l l as t h e l e a r n i n g p rocess of t he performers and s t u d e n t s . 

I 

T e l e v i s i o n i s a good veh ic l e in r e l ay ing our C u l t u r a l a r t s t o 

t h e p u b l i c . In t he olden days when the dancers performed on s tage or/open 

ground, t h e y f e l t t h a t they were engaging in mass communication, but only with 

a l i j . d t cd group of p e o p l e . Nowaday&with one performance on t e l e v i s i o n , they 

can r each a hundred t imes fehe laurA^r of- audience^. 

The Fine Ar t s Department has always recognized the e f f ec t iveness b 
of mass media for t h e promotion of c l a s s i c a l dance and music.and has always 

t r i e d t o maintain^ft programs of music and dances on G& r ad io and t e l e v i s i o n . 

But i t i s d i f f i c u l t - t o make a f u l l r e p o r t on the e f f e c t s of t h e modia on the 

WX -""' t r a d i t i o n a l a r t s because the department has not kept s t a t i c s concerning 

rj*- r e a c t i o n t o t h e programs. Never the less here w*? the record of programs 

per formances on ^ ^ r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n jad a t the n a t i o n a l t h c a t u r and 

o t h e r s t a g e s . Ne i the r has t h e r e beer, any o f f i c i a l e s t ima t ion of the publ ic 

•whieh nould-be c o l l e c t e d by the w r i t e r . 

Radio Programs 

J 1. I n s t r u m e n t a l and vocal fhai c l a s s i c a l music on an educa t iona l 

program on t h e r a d i o s t a t i o n of t h e Min is t ry of Educat ion, (Th i r ty aLratoo^, 

once a month) . This program was cance l l ed in 1979 due t o lack of naifpower 

and t ime 

2 . I n s t r u m e n t a l and vocal Thai c l a s s i c a l music on the Radio of 

Tha i l and ( T h i r t y m i n u t e s , once a month). 
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'-, ir i.. '• *,ional . ..a\sic to -ccompany a classical Thai drama on Radio 

of Thailand (ForV.ifivc minutes, once ~. month) 

/ U |:':Y Art of Thai Classical Music", an educational program, 

*U L 

o n / r a d i o of Chu la la igkorn Un ive r s i t y ( T h i r t y minutes , every Sunday), 

(from 1980) 

T e l e v i s i o n P r o g r a m s 

Thai c l a s s i c a l drama or the Khon( masked play) (One and a ha l f 

hour£ once a month).. Th i s program was sponsored by the t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n 

but was c a n c e l l e d ;.r. 1980 due to£schodul ing problem. 

b 

t "Saturday Club" program. .* program of folk dances 

(Twenty m i n u t e s , en a month) 

I 3- : --- • - Piro..i" program, n new program s t a r t e d t h i s y^ar 

( 1 9 8 3 ) , sponsored oy the t e L / s i o n s t a t i o n few tin. purpose of promoting Thai 

a r t and c u l t u r e ( ') 'party minu tes , Twice *a month). 

b 
I 

L 

Thc-r.: J o two p r o j e c t s being considered f»r t e l e v i s i o n . 

The '.'...rst p r o j e c t w i l l c o n s i s t of f i f t y , t h i r t y - m i n u t e programs 

of t h e Khcn, t o b - t e lov i sec ! between January and December 1983. This w i l l 

be sponsored by x\ '/'ate ro scu rcoo . 

Tra ..;: >nd p r o j ' zt ii> c a l l e d "Thai C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e " . I t covers 

not col '" ""-;/ -1 . - i c a i raueia and dance, but a l l forms of £hai c u l t u r a l 
,'' r.iona.l 

h e r i t a g e - I - - ..: oxisorod by the ? ine « r t s Do p a r t me nt and has been s t a r t e d 
• 1 -I ' •:' i . ' . ' t r i i u i i , 

i n 1979o I t h : , a.L'ii a monthly program but w i l l be i nc reased t o two 
,'o-t, ol . : 

per formances a month fo r t h i s y e a r . 
f, i . • ! 'i. • i g k o r n ' i . ' 

unth paograma ; r P fnT~ f h r i r"T,i""'1"n n f pgeaefvteg n n H r"n™nH-nG 

'Ph aj trfldJAi oa --1 "*—M-«rs. 
i- .v.i:; i..1: '. ' ' , _••••> ' 

Conclus ion 
/ 

iThc Advan* trig g j Mann Uod-Ht un 1'ra.uqi.ional Arts ' . 
;i;<. o n c i ' T i l l s , 

/ Mass media f a c i l i t a t e s the d i s t r i b u t i o n of i n f o r m a t ion / conce rn ing 
i •,-• a . ...• 1980 a,. / * 

a r t s and c u l t u r e . The r e c i p i e n t s of information^ need not make an e f fo r t or 

any paymen t ' bu t can be g r a d u a l l y inspLvrsd and s t imu la t ed . In t h i s ago when 
; • • • ] ; ; •. no ,; Uou^ «• ft*-»-t *$pM-

s o c i e t y i s changing r a p i d l y and e x t e r n a l i n f luences eerts grout ing of fse t ing 
- : j i r 

our y o u t h s , i t X? impor tan t t h a t wo encourage them to know and to take 
. , • ; • < ; ) . :, t h e t 

p r i d e i n t h e i r o\n\ c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . Tho b e s t way t o br ing them knowledge 
•;, ,, i c : ' ' • " ' • '' '•• - t y m i . . 
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and conciousness is through mass media. 

Diaqdvanta.ge 
h f S fit- U£««^t • 

/ Liko any invention the advant .be/and disadvantage^ depend an ho^r 

t t io put to uoo, ...ny thing that i s p.„r:ormed as. st 'g-. or on naeo media a is t" 

be subjec t^! to public opinion and critictoJJa. ?& Cri t ic ism i3 not always 

••-.^ptivatcd by the au»£ honest reason but a prejudiced and selfish one. To 

give, an example, the Fine Arcs Depart..:orr,, whon performing a folk danco, 

has to make sor.ie adjustment in ord^v to :.'. ke i t suitable for stage presentation 

As a r e s u l t i t has o^mcrgticized for corrupting the authentici ty of the ar t 

form, ;Vhat the obs,rver£do not rea l ize i s that the department i s trying to 

compromise, to preserve the basic character of the ar t form and yet make i t as 

a t tYact ive to the viewing public as possible. 
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