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ESCAP was founded in 1947, functioning as the regional arm for 
the UN's involvement in the economic and social development of Asia-
Pacific. This huge region is bounded by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Mongolia, Japan and the Cook Islands. It has 44 members and 
associate member countries of which 5 are non-regional developed 
country members and the rest are in the region. 

ESCAP acts as a forum as it provides an opportunity for coun
tries to get together and discuss issues that concern them mainly 
in the field of economics and in areas of social development. 
Another function of ESCAP is to promote regional cooperation in 
economic and social development. A third function is to provide 
tactical assistance and advisory services at the request of 
countries in the areas in which ESCAP operates. 

These include divisions dealing with agriculture, development 
planning, industry, human settlements and technology, international 
trade, natural resources which include water, energy and minerals, 
population, shipping and ports and inland waterways, social development 
statistics, transport, communications, tourism, integrated rural 
development and lastly the Environment Coordination Unit (which 
Dr Jalal represents) (ECU). 

ESCAP is not a specialized agency of the U.N. like FAO, ILO 
or WHO, therefore it has been said that if there is a need for 
assistance in the area of food and agriculture, then FAO is the 
best organisation to approach as it is a specialised agency of the 
U.N. However, ESCAP, unlike the specialised organisations, has the 
advantage of having a small, but multi-disciplinary team of experts, 
working in the organisation thus making it possible to form a 
team of experts on tourism, agriculture, environment, etc. No other 
organisation of the U.N. would have such a combination of expertise 
within the same organisation. 
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ESCAP'S PROGRAMME ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

ESCAP's main preoccupation is economic and social development, not 
the environment, but the Commission fully recognises the need for 
integration of environmental considerations into the economic and 
social developmental process. It is for this reason that the 
Commission has set up the Environment Coordination Unit (ECU) with 
the full support and cooperation of the UN environmental programme. 
In fact, you will not only have support, but we also work as a 
team at a regional level on environmental matters. 

In view of the limited resources and the size of the Unit, 
ECU has identified four priority areas in which the Environment 
Coordination Unit of ESCAP should concentrate and one of these 
areas is the promotion of environmental awareness, another 
strengthening of institutional and legislative framework in the 
field of environmental protection. A third area is management of 
terrestrial ecosystem with special emphasis on the problems of 
deforestation and desertification. The fourth area of concentra
tion is protection of marine environment and related ecosystems 
which include mangrove, corals, etc. 

ECU AND ITS ROLE IN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION 

' ECU is made up of only five professionals, of which two are not 
even operating on a regular basis. Its size puts constraints on 
what and how much it can achieve at any given time. Because of 
this the programme of work in the field of environmental awareness 
promotion has been designed to focus on selected target groups. 
Five categories have been identified and ECU has proceeded to 
organise activities in the field of 'Environmental Communications' 
and so bring those involved together to discuss relevant topics. 

Politicians 

Politicians are very aware of the environmental situation. 
What is important is to try to get their cooperation and 
support in getting this awareness to trickle down to the 
operating levels that include the environment departments, 
agencies, and other implementing bodies. At this level 
two Ministerial Conferences have been held. One was in 
1982 for the South Pacific and the other was for the 
Asian group which was held in February this year. 

The Ministerial Conference was organised and sponsored by 
ESCAP. 28 member governments were represented at the 
highest political level many of them by ministers, in 
addition, 16 international organisations, inter
governmental bodies and NGOs also attended. This indi
cates that countries are very interested in environmental 

- l -

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



activities. 

Below are a few points that were made at this Conference. 
The full Report is still in the process of being compiled. 

a) The Ministers agreed that implementing concrete 
environmental measures had been handicapped owing to 
competing policies and priorities. It was felt that 
the development of legislations, guidelines and 
programmes did not constitute the full array of 
measures by which to tackle the entire gambit of 
environmental problems. The establishment of 
institutions to deal with environmental protection 
and management is not sufficient. What is needed 
now is action. 

b) Delegates noted with concern that several environ
mentally harmful operations and chemicals that were 
banned in industrialised countries were transferred 
to developing nations. It was agreed that effective 
restrictive measures were necessary to bring the 
situation under control. 

c) Participants took this opportunity to express their 
appreciation in connection with the recovery and 
recycling of waste materials as this contributed sig
nificantly to environmental protection. 

d) Ministers were of one mind with regard to regional 
cooperation. It was felt that common environmental 
problems, wherever feasible, should be handled 
cooperatively. It was pointed out that at present it 
may be more practical, at the current stage of 
cooperation, for smaller associations to be formed 
on a sub-regional basis or, it was felt, bi-lateral 
arrangements would be more workable. They did recog
nise that there may be a need for regional cooperation 
on a broader basis but a smaller association of 
nations could more effectively deal with regional 
cooperation. 

As there already were three sub-regional associations 
dealing with environmental matters the next step would 
be for them to move towards developing regional 
cooperation between ASEAN, South Asia and the South 
Pacific. 

e) The Conference unanimously adopted the draft declara
tion and framework for action for the management of 
the Asian environment, 1985 and this plan has two 
vital points. 

The declaration itself which recognises and 
recalls all existing plans of action, the 
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Colombo declaration, the Manila declara
tion, etc., and it endorses the framework 
for the action plan which this Conference 
had adopted. 

All target groups 

These include politicians, government officials, the 
academicians, etc. Addressed to these people are 
various reports, guidelines and publications that would 
be of interest to them. The latest report, and the first 
of its kind is entitled 'State of the Environment in 
Asia and the Pacific'. 

This Report purports four points: 

1) PART ONE. INTRODUCTION 

This revolved around a growing concern for integra
tion of environmental considerations into the 
development process. 

2) PART TWO. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS AND TRENDS 

The main body of the Report consisted of environmen
tal conditions and trends as they exist today. It 
is not an analytical study but a representation of 
facts. The areas covered are terrestrial, aquatic 
and atmospheric ecoystems, urbanisation and the 
environment, human health. 

The reason for selecting these areas are two-fold. 

i) The overriding factor is the non-availability 
of data. Hardly any environmental statistics 
are available so it was necessary to rely 
heavily on what was at hand. 

ii) As a preparation for this regional report 
individual countries took the initiative and 
prepared national studies of the state of the 
environment in their countries. 

3) PART THREE. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL RESPONSES 

This section highlighted the achievements that took 
place over a ten year period. For example, a lot 
has been accomplished in the area of environmental 
protection at the sub-regional level. Achievements 
in the fields of environmental institution and 
legislations, education and training, technology and 
planning as well as environmental awareness and 
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SUMMARY 

p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n were g iven exposure. 

A) PART FOUR. OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE 

I n these chap te rs ESCAP i t s e l f t r i e d to make some 
p r o j e c t i o n i n t h a t i t has presented i t s own views 
and a n a l y s i s concern ing envi ronmenta l and develop
menta l t r e n d s . 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s 

I t was agreed t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s must be encouraged 
t o exchange i n f o r m a t i o n . I n t h i s con tex t a l a rge 
number o f seminars , meet ings and p r o j e c t s have been 
i n i t i a t e d . P u b l i c a t i o n s have a l so been c i r c u l a t e d t o 
those d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n the c o n t r o l o f p o l l u t i o n . 

Youth 

A special attempt to make young people aware of their 
environment has been made in schools, colleges and uni
versities. ESCAP organised an essay writing competition. 
Two topics were selected. School children wrote about 
'Environment, what it means to me', while university 
undergraduates wrote on 'Environment and Development: Two 
sides of the same coin'. 

ESCAP itself did very little compared to the effort put in 
by participating countries whose relevant departments 
organised and selected the entrants to be sent for final 
judging. 

Media 

The importance of the media is not to be underestimated. 
This is, in fact, the most important category. Seminars 
and workshops are regularly conducted. Assistance is 
given to press institutes so that courses on environmental 
journalism can be effectively conducted. 

ESCAP intends to continue its efforts in the area of 
'Environmental Communication' even though resources are limited in 
terms of funds and personnel. It will continue to publish regular
ly and organise activities so that member countries will be kept 
informed about trends and developments. 

- S~-

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library


