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THE CHANGING ASIAN MEDIA ENVIRONMENT AND ITS IMPACT ON 
JOURNALISM VALUES: Report from the Philippines 

M.C.H. Cadiz 
Deputy Director and Assistant Professor 

Institute of Development Communication, U.P. Los Barios 
College, Laguna, Philippines 

I. The Media Environment in the Philippines Today 

To the question "What constitutes the media environment in 
the Philippines today?" the following list summarizes the 
seven major factors that media practitioners must now 
contend with in the Philippines: 

1. The current mass media profile of the country. 

2. Technological advancements in communication and 
information and the information society. 

3. The growth of community communication and the 
proliferation of nongovernment organizations (NGOs) and 
people's organizations (POs) comprising specific 
interest groups in the country. 

4. The thriving development journalism profession. 

5. Environmental conservation as a major development issue. 

6. Other directions and developments vis a vis the 
government's Medium Term Philippine Development Plan 
(MTPDP) for a Philippines 2000. 

7. The dawning of distance education in the country. 

A. Media Profile in the Philippines 

The trend in the Philippines is towards an increase in mass 
media materials. For example, Suarez (1988) cited figures 
of 24 newspapers in Metro Manila in 1986, which increased to 
25 by 1989 (Philippine Information Agency or PIA, 1993). 
Panares (1988) meanwhile noted that there were 308 radio 
stations and 45 television programs operating in the country 
in 1986, which have increased to 402 radio stations and 61 
TV stations by 1989 (Op. c i t . ) . The exception is magazines 
which numbered 48 in Metro Manila in 1986 (Suarez,, op.cit.) 
and only 37 in 1989 (PIA. op.cit.). 

The latest media profile of the country and National Capital 
Region (NCR) including a quick demographic profile of the 
country and population projections are presented in Tables 
1-4. 
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The figures point out a heavy concentration of the mass 
media, except for radio, in the NCR (or Metro Manila). 
Ownership of and exposure to the mass media, except for 
radio is likewise concentrated in the NCR. 

The Metro Manila press. Maslog (1994) summarized the 
profile of the press from the National Capital Region as 
having two "faces", that of the broadsheet and the tabloid. 
Each caters to different audiences and has its own 
"personality" distinct from the other. The nine 
broadsheets, all in English, cater to the political and 
ecnomic elite and the educated middle class, and carry 
mostly "political and economic stories plus features on 
fashion entertainment and the acroutements of the good 
life." Meanwhile, all except one of the 20 tabloids, mostly 
in Filipino, cater primarily to the lower classes and 
contain mostly human interest stories focusing on sex, 
crime, oddities, entertainment personalities and even 
superstition. Maslog described their language as terse on 
account of the limited space and their headlines practically 
"screaming" at the reader. Seven of these tabloids can be 
considered serious while the rest afe sensational in 
treatment. 

The Metro Manila dailies have a combined circulation of 
roughly 3.4 million daily, with two-thirds of this or 2.2 
million remaining in the city and the rest going to the 
provinces. Maslog considers the newspaper readership in 
Manila to be high by UNESCO standards, with 3.5 persons per 
daily newspaper copy. UNESCO 's media reguirement for a 
country to support normal growth is 1 daily newspaper copy 
for every 10 perons. 

Other features of the Metro Manila newspaper are as follows: 

a. Employs an average of 186 people, 52 of them in the 
editorial department. 

b. Average selling price is P4.30 (US$1=P25.50) . Average 
advertising rate is P57,000 for the broadsheet and 
P20,372 for the tabloid. 

c. Computerized and printed by offset. 

d. Three broadsheets and three tabloids are probably making 
money, the rest breaking even or losing money. Income 
is reported better as compared to the early years after 
martial law. Two broadsheets are being subsidized by 
their sister tabloids which make money by capitalizing 
on sensationalism. Two others are being subsidized by 
their owners' business enterprises. 
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Maslog further describes the Metro Manila journalist as 
follows: 

a. The editors are middle aged, between 31 and 50 years 
old, male, and have held their positions for only five 
years or less. There are only two women editors. 
Majority are college graduates, a number having 
graduate degrees. Monthly incomes range from PI1,000 
to more than P40,000. Majority have second jobs and 
sources of incomes. 

b. Majority of the reporters and copy editors are 21 to 30 
years old, 65% male and 35% female. Two thirds are 
college graduates, a number having graduate degrees. 
Only a minority (17% for bachelors and 12% for masters) 
have degrees in journalism or communication. Monthtly 
income ranges from P4,000 to P6,000 monthly for the new 
reporters and P7,000 to P10,000 for the more senior 
ones and copy editors. Senior copy editors get from 
P11,000 to P15,000 monthly. Majority had tenures of 
five years or less. One out of five of these 
journalists have second jobs. 

Observations and analyses of journalism in the Philippines. 

The Asian Institute of Journalism (AIJ) in 1983 noted that 
mass communication in Asia basically started as an extension 
of the political structure, whether of rulers who wanted to 
learn the opinions of constituents, rulers who needed a 
means to disseminate decrees, and later, in the transmission 
of colonizers' cultures. AIJ further noted that where 
political power is highly centralized, the press is not 
expected to be an independent institution from the 
government. Where power is decentralized, it becomes a 
mediator and watchdog in behalf of the people. 

Journalism in the Philippines (in print, radio and 
television) has played both roles as extension of 
government and as mediator and watchdog in behalf of the 
pople. Likewise the Filipino audience has had doses of both 
irresponsible, licentious and sensational reporting and more 
responsible and serious reporting. 

Philippine journalism today may be assessed following AIJ's 
observations of Asian journalism in 1983, as follows: 

a. Event-orientation (vs. process reporting emphasizing 
events with more long-term significance to the.readers, 
follows cause and effect formula, and 
interrelationships of events). Focus on what will 
interest most readers, will increase circulation and 
attract more advertizers, than what should interest the 
public e.g., disasters, scandals, terrorisms, wars, 
personalities. 
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Print, radio and TV news reporting is dominated by such a 
focus on events, with little analysis of their implications. 
Such analyses are provided more by the columnists in the 
dailies, radio commentators and public affairs programs and 
features on TV. Process and more sober reporting has 
increased substantially from the early years after martial 
law. 

As to subject matter content, news in the Philippines as 
perhaps in other countries continue to focus on 
personalities; crime and the responses of people and 
government; and political and economic news. 

Considering the numerous development programs and projects 
including research and development in different parts of the 
country, only a handful or so get media attention, many 
times in special weekend sections of specific dailies. 
These have better chances of getting attention if associated 
with a prominent personality or when the reporter is on the 
payroll of the agency sponsoring the program or project. 

b. Urban-rural imbalance. AIJ noted that the provincial 
stories that make it to national news are those about 
catastrophies such as floods, volcanic eruptions, 
fires,and ambushes. 

These, according to AIJ, are due to the following 
factors: concentration of large media organizations 
and the country's "intelligentsia" in the big cities; 
the urban-orientation of journalists and media 
management staff; urban pop'n contributes biggest share 
in country's national income, in trade, in politics and 
almost all other aspects in life; and modern 
communication facilities are available only in cities, 
including transport facilities, schools and other 
resources. 

AIJ further noted that newspapers have never identified 
themselves with the multitude of Asia who live in 
poverty and deprivation in rural areas. 

Today, provincial news have increased in certain dailies, 
where specific sections are devoted specifically to these as 
news clips. Further, science and technology reporting has 
increased, emanating primarily from research institutions in 
different parts of the country. However, much of the 
content of news is still urban-oriented. 
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c. Western bias in reporting. AIJ actually refuted this 
commonly-held observation, citing a study by Wilbur 
Schramm and Erwin Atwood for the Center of 
Communication Studies at the Chinese University of 
Hongkong that although 90% of papers' foreign news came 
from the four transnational wire agencies (Reuters, 
Associated Press or AP, United Press International or 
UPI and the Agence France Presse or AFP), they printed 
only an average of less than ten percent of the events 
the agencies covered, most of which were on sports 
Majority of the contents were still local news. 

Such remains true of Philippine journalism. International 
news take up only a limited space and airtime unlike my 
personal observation of Australian media. There is not 
enough appreciation of our integration in the international 
scene and how this affects us. 

d. Commercialism. AIJ noted the increasing control of media 
managers, i.e., the owners and publishers, than editors 
in what is deemed worthy of publication as news. 

Of commercialism in the Philippine -'press today, the 
following narrative by Benigno in Maslog (ed.) (1992:10) 
provides insight: 

"I am appalled, disgusted and shocked even, by the 
predilection of some sectors of media to treat our 
noble profession like a circus. Headlines scream 
without even any regard for the truth so long as 
these headlines can sell newspapers. Reputations 
of innocent men and women are maligned, dragged 
into the gutter, without even any attempt to 
aplogize on the part of the erring publicaton once 
the story proves to be false. You of course 
remember the so-called Senate sex scandals, where 
two women senators were reported as having gone 
into the hay with their chauffeurs. Several 
times, I myself was a victim of this kind of 
reporting. I was presidential press secretary 
then. some newspapers blared on their front pages 
that I had stolen the amount of half a million 
pesos from government coffers. My photo was 
prominently played up, with the insinuation that I 
was one with Alcapone, John Dillinger, and Alibaba 
and his forty thieves. 

"I was absolutely innocent. but nobody cared 
about this. It didn't sell newspapers. 

"There is also today a growing and paranoid 
preoccupation of media with sex and violence. The 
general impression is that of a nation soaked in 
crime, of life being dirt cheap, of morals gone 
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loose if not berserk, of a Roman Catholic 
civilization losing its spiritual bearings. The 
TV networks are particulary gung-ho on crime and 
violence, the TV camera bearing down on the naked 
and the dead, showing close-ups of knife and 
gunshot wounds, bringing the faces of leering 
killers, gangsters, drug pushers and addicts right 
into our living rooms. Sex is now a luxuriant 
foliage of its own in many media organizations, 
girls dribbled to front and center with hardly 
anything on. A so-called respectable Manila 
daily, once bearing a proud and dignified name, 
now panders to the public with a daily column, 
written by a doctor at that, who specializes in 
the size, function, traits, guirks and 
accomplishments of male and female reproductive 
organs, alone or in collaboration." 

AIJ further noted the limited financial resources of 
the media which limit reporters from undertaking 
specialized coverage, in-depth reporting, investigative 
reporting and other ways of collecting firsthand news. 

Related to this and journalists' low pay, "envelopmental 
journalism" (AIJ, 1983; Fernandez, 1992; and Shafer, 1992) 
has become a common practice. Fernandez, from her excerpts 
of interviews with journalists, defined envelopmental 
journalism as the acceptance of gifts in cash or in kind in 
exchange for influencing the choice and treatment of news 
stories. Her interviewees gualified envelopmental 
journalism in several ways: it is such only when it goes 
over a certain amount, only when there are agreements made, 
only when it is outright cash, and only when it is given 
prior to the publication of a story. AIJ defines the term 
in a more straightforward manner: journalists are either 
bribed to desist from writing unfavorable stories or to 
encourage them to write favorable ones (the latter also 
termed "praise releases"). Fernandez further cited another 
term used to refer to the practice: ac/dc or "attack and 
collect, defend and collect". 

She likewise noted the big role of politicians, big 
businessmen and advertisers in influencing the choice and 
treatment of news stories. 

e. Press freedom and responsibility. Ali (1983), noted 
that by and large, people understand the media 
environment to mean the degree of freedom that the 
press enjoys at a given time, particularly the extent 
to which the press is expected to be wholly committed 
to the policies, programmes and leaders of the group in 
power or to be committed to some view of the public 
interest that could bring the press into conflict with 
the government. 
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During the martial law years, one style of writing that 
journalists used to be able to exercise her freedom of 
expression without offending those in power was innocuous 
writing (AIJ, 1983). Arlene Babst described innocuous 
writing as "the gracious (and life-saving) art of saying 
something without offending others too much" a style 
resorted to by a writer in order to "keep on writing, get 
published and to keep his head above the water" in a 
"hostile" media environment. 

AIJ described this style of writing as similar to a satire 
where writers attack something they think is wrong in the 
hope of changing it. Instead of stating their beliefs and 
objections directly, they try to make their readers think 
for themselves and look through and beyond the literal 
meaning of words. The methods used included the 
hyperbole, understatement, personification, simile, 
metaphor, satire and historical analogy. Use of this 
writing style reguires readers to develop the art of reading 
between the lines. 

Today, the Philippine press is freer" from threats of 
government repression and is able to perform the role of 
watchdog more effectively. In fact, Coronel (1994) 
describes the Philippine press as one of the freest in Asia, 
very powerful that it is able to catalyze government action. 
Examples are the incisive features and documentaries which 
the public is treated to every now and then, exposing issues 
calling for reforms. Government is now more receptive to 
such reports. There is no longer a need to hide reporting 
facts behind innocuous writing. 

Three self-monitoring bodies have been set up by publishers, 
editors or independent journalists, namely, the Press 
Council set up by the Philippine Press Institute, the Ethics 
Committee of the National Press Club, and the Center for 
Media Freedom and Responsibility. 

B. Technological Advancements 

In 1983, AIJ noted the introduction of domestic satellite 
and the use of computers and other electronic devices as the 
new developments in communication hardware at that time. 

Today, the country is at the doorstep of the information age 
with the availability of computer networking and the 
deregulation of the telecommunications industry. The media 
practitioner today is more computer literate and is exposed 
to a wider array of softwares beyond wordprocessing. 
Desktop publishing allows more efficient production of 
publications. Networking through internet is now at the 
fingertips of many organizations. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



8 

Meanwhile, the deregulation of the telecommunications 
industry has placed its status at the transition of 
providing more affordable and reliable service to the 
public. Today, telecommunication services in the country 
are still far from perfect, with the costly rates of 
cellular phone services, dead spots, and continuing 
inefficiency of the Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Company, Inc. (PLDT). However, the industry keeps growing 
and government hopes that with the increasing competition, 
services will improve. The opening up of the industry has 
further increased access to this much-needed communication 
service especially in the business and political sectors as 
well as among the elite who are able to afford cellular 
phone services. 

An offshoot of the unreliable telephone system, two-way 
radio has also become popular and widely used. Citizens' 
radio networks or organizations are commonplace and actively 
involve in community affairs especially during crises or 
special events like elections. Many local government units 
resort to this channel in the absence of an effective 
telephone system in their localities. 

Meanwhile, pagers are another device that make for guicker 
and more efficient communication. These are perhaps used 
primarily in Metro Manila. 

Cable television is another technological development which 
enhances the speed by which the elite is able to receive 
international news. Aside from getting updated on foreign 
news, the increasing subscribers to this expanding business 
are primarily attracted by the wider entertainment fare it 
provides. 

All these developments make for faster, more efficient 
exchange of information which can enhance news gathering and 
dissemnation. 

C. Community Communcication and the Proliferation of NGOs 
and POs for Development and Specific Interests 

A welcome phenomenon in the development scene is the 
proliferation of nongovernment organizations (NGOs) and 
people's organizations (POs) in the country today. The 
increasing role of NGOs and POs in realizing national 
development goals particularly in their active linkage with 
government agencies has been noted by Navarro (1993). Such 
is an indication of a populace increasing in empowerment and 
participation in development. While local media are also 
widespread (PIA, 1993) these NGOs and POs are further 
avenues for community communication. 
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The Institute of Development Communication, at U.P. Los Bafios 
defines community communication as "using 
interpersonal/indigenous communication and appropriate media 
in facilitating community problem-solving, decision-making, 
conflict resolution, advocacy and mobilization especially 
for livelihood opportunities". It does not just refer to 
communication among people residing within a specific 
geographical area but also includes people sharing the same 
interest and interacting to further this interest, such as 
invisible colleges, federations and church-related 
communities. 

Community communication does not just include the local 
media infrastructures such as community (local) newspapers, 
cable television stations, local radio and local cinema. 
0n$ can also find powerful community communication media in 
the cultural arts, including indigenous forms of 
expression. In the Philippines, cultural nongovernment 
organizations are also bringing the messages of development 
as well as eliciting people's felt problems and issues, 
including proposed solutions and recommendations through the 
performing arts — music, dance, drama and puppetry. 
Although limited in potential reach, these presentations can 
move people to support a cause f inanci-ally or by direct 
involvement in actions because they appeal to the heart. 
Their appeal is not as powerful when mediated on video, 
television, radio and audiotape as when performed live. 

Two foreign-funded projects that are pilot-testing audio-
based community communication systems in the country are 
UNESCO's Tambuli Project and FAO/UNDP's Development Support 
Communication (DSC) for Selected Agricultural Technology 
Transfer Projects. The Tambuli project has more than 10 
500-watt FM radio stations operated and managed by municipal 
organizations. Meanwhile, the DSC Project has completed 
piloting community audio tower systems (CATS) in four 
barangays (village communities) and is about to terminate a 
fifth project. Already, both schemes are being replicated 
by interested nongovernment organizations and local 
government units in specific new sites. 

D. Development Journalism as a Profession 

Another factor to contend with in the Philippine media 
environment is the growing practice of development 
communication and development journalism in the country and 
region. On the whole, one can perhaps infer that the 
country has better-trained journalism and communication 
professionals compared to two decades ago on the basis of 
the increase in schools and institutions offering degree and 
training programs in communication and related fields. 
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Maslog (1990) noted that the Philippines has the largest 
number of 51 schools offering degree programs in 
communication or journalism in Asia (Maslog, 1990). While 
he pointed out an increase in the number of such schools or 
departments from only 13 in 1970-71, worth noting is the 
increase in offerings of degrees or courses in development 
communication and related sub-disciplines like development 
journalism and community broadcasting. 

Unlike most communication programs in the country which are 
patterned after Western curricula and tend to be urban-
oriented, devcom is rural-oriented and attempts to respond 
to the realities and issues faced by Third World countries. 
Maslog's 1986 data published in 1990 record eight schools 
offering undergraduate degree programs in either devcom or 
development journalism or both. 

The graduates of development communication tend to land in 
jobs outside of Manila, usually in government agencies, 
nongovernment organizations, international institutions, 
development programs and projects, and academic and research 
institutions. Outside of the National Capital Region, they 
are actively bringing agricultural and other developmenta; 
information to their respective clients in the countryside 
through local/community and institutional media and 
extension programs. 

However a number of these graduates are also finding work in 
national media outfits such as the dailies and national 
television. In addition, the fields of development 
communication and development journalism have their allies 
in the mass media, some of whom had taught and studied in 
schools offering them. 

E. Environmental Conservation as a Major Rallying Point 

A worldwide concern that has been observed as a unifying 
point for various interest groups and movements even with 
divergent political ideologies is the pressing call for 
environmental conservation and rehabilitation. Perhaps, 
this is one cause shared not only in different parts of the 
country but across the globe as well. 

However, Philippine journalism has not sustained furthering 
this cause enough. There is great potential in mobilizing 
people to take direct initiative, participate in programs or 
advocate policies in environmental conservation. Wider and 
deeper knowledge of the various environmental issues, 
programs, movements and policies is needed. But 
environmental stories may run the risk of countering the 
business interests of big media owners. Editors are well 
aware of the "untouchables" as one newspaper reporter 
confided. 
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F. Directions and Developments in the MTPDP 

Also worth noting in the media environment is the 
government's Medium Term Philippine Development Plan (MPTDP) 
and its progress in realizing it. The Secretary of Socio-
Economic Planning and Development summarized in a recent 
speech the MTPDP as featuring four D's -- decentralization, 
democratization, devolution and deregulation -- and a social 
reform agenda featuring the convergence of programs (Habito, 
1995) . 

The Secretary defined decentralization as broad-based 
development that transcends all regions of the country down 
to the villages. The Plan also seeks development that 
transcends generations, i.e., a sustainable development. 
Democratization is making small people count through 
strategies such as agrarian reform, cooperatives, and drives 
against cartels and monopolies such as in telecommunication. 
Meanwhile, the idea of devolution is that development must 
also emanate from the grassroots and should encourage local 
initiatives. Finally, deregulation means "placing the 
private sector in the driver's seat" of the economy in the 
belief that it is a better business manager than government. 
Its thrust in opening up the economy is to instill innate 
strength in our producers to become globally competitive. 

These four D's are capped by the social reform agenda which 
aims to maximize complementarities among the various actors 
of development including NGOs, POs, and local government 
units. 

In realizing these goals, the Socio-Economic Planning and 
Development Secretary noted the growth in jobs generated in 
1995 and the enhanced solidarity between the executive and 
legislative branches of government. 

An implication of these directions which is already 
happening in the country is the decentralization of media 
outfits or the rise of local/community media. A rise in 
media workers outside the NCR may already be informally 
observed such as the regional applied communication offices 
(RACOs) supporting research and development consortia in 
agriculture and natural resources in the 12 regions of the 
country in addition to the private media outfits. 

G. Distance Education 

On 23 February this year, the country's state university 
established the University of the Philippines Open 
University (UPOU). The OPOU seeks to provide wider access 
to quality higher education to a growing population all over 
the country's 7,100 islands (UPOU, 1995). This goal is 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



12 

premised on the recognition that human resources and 
knowledge play strategic roles in the current directions of 
the country's development. The UPOU elaborates that through 
distance education, it seeks to remove the following 
barriers to higher and continuing education experienced by 
students: (a) geographical isolation; (b) inability to take 
a leave from work; (c) family obligations; (d) disability; 
or (e) financial constraints. 

UPOU elaborates: 

"The elements of distance education are: (1) the 
delivery of instruction without the teacher and learner 
being present at the same place and time; (2) the 
presence of an organizational structure which 
facilitates the delivery of instruction, development of 
course materials and provision of student support 
services; and (3) the provision of communication, using 
various technologies as are available and appropriate, 
between the learner and the teacher either for 
instructional purposes or simply for socialization." 

This year, the UPOU administers three degree programs with a 
total of 451 enrollees, as follows: 

1. Diploma in Science Teaching, with 300 enrollees and 
served by ten learning centers located at state 
colleges and universities throughout the country. 

2. Master of Social Work, with 121 enrollees and served by 
two learning centers at U.P. College Baguio and U.P. 
Mindanao in Davao City. 

3. Master of Public Health, with 30 enrollees and served by 
one learning center at U.P. Manila. 

The UPOU brochure lists nine more postbaccalaureate degree 
programs being prepared for eventual offering, as follows: 

1. Master in Management (Public Management); 

2. Master in Architecture; 

3. MPS in Educational Management; 

4. Diploma in Research and Development Management; 

5. Diploma in Agriculture; 

6. MPS in Development Communication; 

7. Master of Nursing; 

8. Master in Health Professional Education; and 
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9. Diploma in Land Use Planning. 

In addition, the University also plans to offer general 
education courses via distance mode as part of its 
baccalaureate programs. 

The offering of distance education programs and courses in 
the country is a further step in professionalizing the 
practice of communication and journalism, particulary 
development communication. 

Perhaps in a related vein but not necessarily an offshoot of 
the offering of formal courses via distance mode, Philippine 
mass media are currently responding more and more to the 
information and educational needs of their reading/ 
listening/viewing public. This is most evident in 
television, an attested educational technology in its 
capacity to present concrete messages through sight and 
sound. More educational programs for children as well as 
adults are now aired and present much potential in enhancing 
classroom and self-learning. More enterprising teachers and 
schools have taken advantage of this educational resource 
and anchor their class activities on selected features. 

II. Alternative/Development Journalism Values 

To the question, "How has the changing media environment in 
the Philippines affected media practitioners' values in 
carrying out their work?" one's answer to a large extent 
depends on what values one considers important in this 
profession. Thus the above discussion of trends in the mass 
media and what they say about practitioners' values is based 
on an implicit norm considered desirable by certain experts. 

The norm that is described here is development journalism, 
qualified in 1974 by Jamias as an area of communication 
studies and practice that is Asian in origin, its goal being 
development or the attainment of a higher quality of life by 
its receivers. Jamias (1991) qualified development 
journalism as purposive, pragmatic, relevant, scientific in 
outlook and oriented to technical subject matter. These 
five characteristics in themselves spell out the values of 
development journalism. 

The following statements about development journalism by 
Jamias and several other authors reveal its values: 

Jamias, 1974: 

1. The following intermediate goals of development spell 
out the purpose of development journalism: expansion of 
human opportunities, such as increasing agricultural 
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productivity, increasing income, getting jobs; attaining 
social eguality. Development journalism means giving 
emphasis to previously neglected topics in newspapers and 
other mass media, such as government plans and budgets, land 
reform, taxation, banking and finance, industry, 
agriculture, population, manpower, education, community 
development, public health, social welfare, environment, and 
science and technology. 

2. Development journalism is mass-oriented, i.e., it 
reaches the critical mass of our people. 

3. It underscores commmunication skills as well as 
knowledge of what one communicates about. 

4. The development journalist is a participating 
journalist-- he is not just a word-man but is also a doing 
man. He does not just aim to disseminate information but 
also to motivate and change attitudes in enabling people to 
adopt new ideas and practices. 

Moral, 1974: 

5. Development news accentuates the positive, not the 
negative; reaches people who need dev't the most; and 
establishes contacts with farmers, local officials and 
change agents, focusing more on "little" men than on big 
men. 

AIJ, 1983: 

6. Development journalism must not only adhere to the 
canons of good journalism, but must also: 

a. seek to give access and participation in media to 
as many members of the public. 

b. have a mission-oriented stand for the less 
privileged members of society. 

c. upholds truth alongside the broader perspective of 
development as the guiding principle. 

Lopez, as cited by AIJ (1983): 

7. It has a special commitment to national development, 
provided, it is "development of, by and for the- people, 
specially the poorest and most destitute among them; 
provided, that the goal of national development is not used 
by the information media to camouflage the interests of a 
given regime and of the privileged elements that support it. 
And provided, finally, that in using the term development 
journalism the accent is kept on journalism. Because if 
journalism is practiced by sincere, dedicated, committed and 
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honest men and women, national development will take care of 
itself. 

Vittachi, as cited by AIJ (1983): 

8. It involves reporting processes. 

Castro, as cited by AIJ (1983): 

9. It is largely rural-based and barrio-oriented. 

10. It sets the goals which the paper hopes to accomplish 
or it participates in the development process. 

11. It is involved in the community's growth rather than 
detached from or above it. 

12. It gives a dimensional view of the world to its readers 
if these readers are to know and appreciate the kind of 
environment they live in. 

Chalkley, as cited by AIJ (1983): 

13. It is the promotion of facts of economic life and their 
interpretation to bring them home to the readers. "You must 
get your readers to realize how serious the development 
problem is, to think about the problem, to open their eyes 
to the possible solutions -- to punch that hole in the 
vicious circle." 

14. It underscores the importance of understanding 
thoroughly the issues one is writing about, but also 
cautions that "development journalism is more guestion than 
answer. 

Agarwal, as cited by AIJ (1983): 

15. The task of the development journalist is not only to 
inform, i.e., to report the facts, or to interpret, but also 
to do promotion, to elicit action or some other behavioral 
change." 

16. It puts readers into the right perspective about what 
is happening, makes them think about it and motivates them 
to act on the possible solutions. 

AIJ further elaborated the attitudes and behavior ' of the 
development journalist vis a vis the conventional journalist 
(Table 5) and listed the ways by which he translates his 
development orientation into practice (Table 6). 
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III. Trends and Directions in Media Practice 

In closing, the following challenges are posed before the 
Philippine media practitioner based on the above analysis of 
his environment and its influence on his media values and 
practice. In setting forth these challenges, the premise 
taken is that the media practitioner plays critical and 
strategic roles in the development process. Likewise, his 
version of journalism need not replicate Western models as 
he operates in his unigue Asian context. 

1. The convergence of development efforts from varied 
sectors. The prolific NGO, PO, government, and 
program/project initiatives in development point out the 
potential role of media as linker, a mechanism for 
coordinating these varied complementary initiatives. One 
added challenge is the facilitation of exchange and sharing 
towards a common vision of development. 

2. Media less as a "reporter" and more of a "broker". In 
performing its watchdog function, media have shown their 
potential in serving more as information brokers beyond mere 
reporting of facts. Conflicts can be negotiated, solutions 
to issues approached as it provides a venue for varied 
stakeholders in development to dialogue. 

3. More people's participation in media. The media can 
further facilitate the empowerment of varied stakeholders in 
development, with a bias for the poor, by providing them 
mechanisms of using the media in order to be heard by 
decision-makers and resource managers. The media can invoke 
its power to place the grassroots and masses in the 
mainstream of decision-making for development. This of 
course involves eguipping them with communication and media 
skills. In radio broadcasting, people's participation have 
been demonstrated through interactive/talkback radio and the 
designation of ordinary people, such as taxi drivers and 
other volunteers, as remote news correspondents. 

4. Strategic integration C^and communication of media in 
institutional information]^systems such as In research and 
development and in local government units. Inspite of . the 
information explosion in this age, information remains the 
most important resource. However, its effective utilization 
requires a well-organized system that allows retrieval of 
strategic information when needed and selection of the right 
information for the right need. Aside from computers and 
telecommunications, the traditional communication media may 
also identify its roles in the strategic distribution and 
exchange of information for planning, decision-making and 
action. 
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5. Promotion of information and media literacy. Aside from 
just operating themselves, the mass media can play a 
proactive role in advocating themselves so that their varied 
publics can use them more gainfully. The media can further 
themselves by providing useful information and training on 
how to use information, where and how to access them, new 
developments, how to use media intelligently, and the 
importance and potentials of communication in development. 

6. Education through media. The increasing educational 
role of the mass media has been earlier cited. An 
additional client that the media can look to is the 
educational system. With distance education and other 
enhanced educational technologies, the mass media can also 
look, into their strategic integration in the country's 
formal educational system. 

Media values are shaped by one's assumptions on the roles 
and purposes of media. To a large extent, these are 
influenced by the existing realities within which media 
operate. Oftentimes, media values are shaped by the current 
waves and tides to which they have to respond. In the 
Philippines, the media environment is not the best it could 
be, but the outlook has and can become brighter. For the 
most part, the media practitioner has to play a proactive 
role in defining his role in society beyond his own personal 
needs. 
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TABLE 1 
DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILES OF THE PHILIPPINES AND ITS NATIONAL 

CAPITAL REGION (PIA, 1993) 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE PHILIPPINES 

NATIONAL 
CAPITAL 
REGION 

Land Area (sq km) 
No. of Provinces 
No. of Cities 
No. of Municipalitie 
No. of Barangays 
Total Population (19 
Population Density-
Population Projectio 

1990 Total Household 
1989 Literacy Rate 
1989 Functional Lite 
Major Dialects 

s 

90) 

ns : 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
s 

racy 

300,000 
76 
60 

1,537 
41,498 

60,703,206 
202. 

62,888,000 
64,259,000 
65,649,000 
67,038,000 
11,408,677 

89. 
Rate 73. 

Tagalog 
Cebuano 
Ilocano 

3 

8 
2 

636.0 

4 
13 

1,689 
7,948,392 

12,497 

8,178,000 
8,380,000 
8,579,000 
8,776,000 
1,567,665 

98 
75.8 

Tagalog 
Cebuano 
Ilocano 

TABLE 2 
MEDIA INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE PHILIPPINES (PIA, 1993) 

MEDIA INFRASTRUCTURE 
No. of Radio Stations 

AM 
FM 

No. of TV Stations 
No. of Newspapers 

National 
Local 
Chinese 

Total Circulation 
No. of Magazines 

Circulation 
No. of Comics 

Circulation 
No. of Moviehouses 

PBELI 

4 

2 

5 

Total Seating Capacity 

,885 

,915 

,958 

531 

402 
246 
156 
61 

319 
25 

289 
5 

,062 
37 

,600 
66 

,000 
827 
,628 

4 

2 

5 

NATIONAL 
CAPITAL 
REGION 

,228, 

,906, 

,958, 

163, 

48 
25 
23 
6 

30 
25 

5 
067 
30 

,300 
66 

,000 
247 
,638 

m 11.9 
10.2 
14.7 
9.8 
9.4 

100.0 

100.00 
86.6 
81.1 

. 99.7 
100.0 
100.0 
29.9 
30.8 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



21 

TABLE 3 
MEDIA OWNERSHIPIN THE PHILIPPINES AND ITS NATIONAL 

CAPITAL REGION (PIA, 1993) 

MEDIA OWNERSHIP PHILIPPINES 

NATIONAL 
CAPITAL 
REGION 

1989 Households 
Households with Radio (%) 
Households with TV (%) 
Households with VCR (%) 
Urban Households 
Rural Households 

10,790,024 
74 
34 
8 

4,136,646 
6,653,378 

1,459,235 
85.5 
81.7 
24.4 

TABLE 4 
MEDIA EXPOSURE IN THE PHILIPPINES AND ITS NATIONAL 

CAPITAL REGION (PIA, 1993) 

MEDIA EXPOSURE PHILIPPINES 

NATIONAL 
CAPITAL 
REGION 

Household Population 
10 Yrs and Over (1989) 42,753,984 

Newspapers (%) 33, 
Magazine (%) 22 
Comics (%) 38 
Book (%) 36 
Radio (%) 81 
Television (%) 49 
Videotape (%) 11 
Movie (%) 12 

9 
8 
3 
0 
9 
1 
7 
0 

5 , 7 1 0 , 8 6 3 
7 8 . 6 
3 7 . 3 
3 5 . 3 
4 5 . 8 
8 5 . 4 
9 1 . 4 
1 5 . 1 
2 6 . 3 
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TABLE 5 
A COMPARISON BETWEEN A CONVENTIONAL JOURNALIST AND A 

DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST IN TERMS OF ATTITUDES 
AND BEHAVIOR (AIJ, 1983:136-137) 

TRADITIONAL (CONVENTIONAL) 
JOURNALISM 

DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM 

Information gathering: 

1. Satisfied with one or two 
sources of information 

1. Uses several sources 
of information 

2. Satisfied with regular 
beats 

2. Tries or experiences 
unfamiliar beats 

3. Uses available materials 
from wire services, official 
releases, press releases 

3. Uses available mater
ials but continues to 
establish more informa
tion links 

4. If broadcast journalist, 
usually relies on newspapers 
as primary source of news 

4. Broadcast journalist 
seeks out information 
from the community 

Information processing (analysis and organization): 

1. Uses criteria of balance, 
objectivity, accuracy 

1. In addition to 
traditional criteria, 
weighs news against 
criteria of development 
(access, participation, 
appropriateness, eguita-
bility, self-reliance, 
etc. 

Information transformation (actual writing and interpreta
tion) : 

1. Concerned with writing an 
event but after a week or so, 
could not find much to write 

1. Concerned with follow-
up for policy action and 
immediate decision 

2. Balance described in terms 
of neutrality, that is, the 
story is merely descriptive 

2. Balance described in 
terms of presenting 
various sides of a story 
but prescriptive in favor 
of development criteria 
and indicators 
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TABLE 5 (CONT'D) 
A COMPARISON BETWEEN A CONVENTIONAL JOURNALIST AND A 

DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST IN TERMS OF ATTITUDES 
AND BEHAVIOR (AIJ, 1983:136-137) 

TRADITIONAL (CONVENTIONAL) 
JOURNALISM 

DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM 

3. Uses information to prime, 
motivate people to adapt 
innovations 

3. Provides information 
on various alternatives 
to development 

4. Motivates people to adjust to 
new environments 

4. Enables people to 
weigh opinions, to be 
more critical and 
reflective 

5. Favorite topic covers purely 
political and economic reporting 

5. From purely economic 
and political reporting 
to broader socio-economic 
change and -development 
issues 

6. Reporter tells us what 
happened 

6. Reporter does not 
tell us what but what is 
happening (the what, and 
how of the process of 
events) 

Information distribution: 

1. Distribution is hardware-
oriented (emphasis is on 
technology used) 

2. Communication is one-way 
or source-oriented 

1. Equal emphasis on 
hardware and software 

2. Two-way flow of 
communication and user-
oriented 
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TABLE 6 
MANNER BY WHICH THE TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST OPERATIONALIZE DEVELOPMENT 

CONCEPTS (AIJ, 1983:214-217) 

TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST 

A. Access and Participation 

1. Access 

Described in terms of Definition of access is 
physical access of journalist broadened to include access to 
to confidential and security policy matters 
materials 

2. Feedback 

a. Thru letters to the 
editor, write-in tugline in 
radio and television 

b. Obtaining reactions to 
plans, programs, messages 
coming from the center 

c. Public participation in 
entertainment programs as 
talents 

d. Using secondary sources 
from various sectors 

a. Providing readers, 
viewers, listeners opportunity 
for continuous interaction 
eliciting readers' and 
listeners' viewpoints and 
reporting around it 

b. Involving people in plans, 
programs and including their 
suggestions in reports 

c. Facilitating public 
participation in public 
affairs programs as spokesman 
of the community 

d. Going out into the commu
nity eliciting opinions, 
needs, problems through 
interviews and participant 
observation 

3. Right to Communicate 

a. To seek out information 
without hindrance and 
transmit it safely and 
effectively 

a. Awareness of the 
possibility of conflict 
between reporters' need to get 
news and government's need to 
protect sensitive negotiations 
and developments 
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TABLE 6 (CONT'D) 
MANNER BY WHICH THE TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST OPERATIONALIZE DEVELOPMENT 

CONCEPTS (AIJ, 1983:214-217) 

TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST 

b. Right to express opinion 
freely 

B Self-Reliance 

1. Dependency 

a. Utilizes available a. Utilizes available and 
resources regardless of cost indigenous materials 
and origin 

b. Provides possible 
solutions to perceived 
problems or needs without 
consultation with the people 

b. Elicits alternative 
solutions to problems 
identified by the community 

Innovations and Creativity 

a. Follows prescribed and 
tested rules and procedures 
in journalism 

a. Experiments or tries out 
new methods and procedures and 
willing to take risk thus has 
more ways of doing things 

3. Democratization 

Formation of public opinion 
is one-way from interest 
groups to the general public 

4. Integration 

a. Promotes fragmented or 
sectoral reporting 

Seeks unity as a goal 

Moulding of public opinion 
is dictated by actual views 
from the public 

a. Integrates various 
minority groups (political, 
religious, ethnic, etc.) into 
a common ideology 

b. Emphasizes the need for a 
national ideology towards 
national unity 

c. Highlights individual 
achievements and accomplish
ments for his society 

c. Highlights "community 
power" as source of self-
reliant community 
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TABLE 6 (CONT'D) 
MANNER BY WHICH THE TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST OPERATIONALIZE DEVELOPMENT 

CONCEPTS (AIJ, 1983:214-217) 

TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST 

C. Appropriateness 

1. Adaptability 

a. Cost-consciousness a. User-orientation therefore 
it considers social and 
opportunity costs involved 

b. Replicability of imported b. Bias for indigenous low-
technology cost technology 

2. Flexibility 

a. Limited alternatives are 
available because choices 
are determined by economic 
variables only 

3. Timeliness 

a. Aside from economic 
variables, it also considers 
social and opportunity cost 
in making decisions 

a. May be conscious of 
impact of events and 
processes to the present as 
well as to the future 

a. Always consious of impact 
of events and processes to the 
present and to the future 

b. Considers current issues 
as a priority 

4. Locus of Control 

b. Aside from current issues, 
tries to project possible 
future issues of relevance to 
society 

a. Resources are under the 
control of a few interest 
groups or the elite 

a. Resources are under the 
and supervision and 
maintenance of the population 
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TABLE 6 (CONT'D) 
MANNER BY WHICH THE TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST OPERATIONALIZE DEVELOPMENT 

CONCEPTS (AIJ, 1983:214-217) 

TRADITIONAL JOURNALIST DEVELOPMENT JOURNALIST 

D. Equitability 

1. Democratization 

a. Popular participation is a. Popular participation is 
measured by participation in not only measured by 
political activities participation in political 

activities but also in the 
sharing of national wealth and 
resources 

b. Concern for social b. Concern for social 
justice. justice. 
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