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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Presentation by: James E.Bentley 
UNESCO Representative to Malaysia 
and Regional Communication Adviser for Asia 

at the AMIC Seminar "Press Freedom and 
Professional Standards in Asia" 
16-18 May, 1996. 

Address: ){W6 £&M>M#r. .&WK. &&&.T. f^****!%ft,Jg 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

For just over fifty years the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has 
been a strong international supporter of Human Rights, Peace, 
Freedom of Expression and Press Freedom. 

In the preamble to UNESCO's Constitution it is stated that "it 
is in the minds of men that, the defences of peace must be 
constructed". 

Article 19 of the Declaration of Human Rights states : 

"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; 
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference 
and to seek.receive and impart information and ideas through any 
media and regardless of frontiers". 

From these basic premises the international communication 
programme of our organisation has developed to the extent where 
it is present in some form in all of the major regions of the 
world. 

In 1984 UNESCO's programme was entitled "Communication in the 
Service of Man" in 1992 it became "Communication in the Service 
of Humanity" and in 1994 it was changed to "Communication 
Information and Informatics in the Service of Humanity". There 
were further developments and today UNESCO's communication 
programme is known as "Communication, Information and 
Informatics". Regardless of change, the programme has always 
included an element relating to "The Free Flow of Information" 
and activities to promote this concept are still strong. 

On 3rd May, 1991, in Windpek, Namibia, a noteable step was taken 
when at a conference, organised under the auspices or^UNESCO, a 
declaration was established to promote an independent and 
pluralistic press in Africa. This declaration was known as the 
Windpek Declaration and its meaning was felt globally. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



On 9th October, 1992, there followed a similar declaration for 
Asia. This came to be known as the Declaration of Alma Ata in 
recognition of the city where the meeting to promote an 
Independent and Pluralistic Asian Media was held. 

In 1994 (6 May) the Declaration of Santiago was established 
relating to Media Development and Democracy in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 

In January this year (11 Jan 96) a further important declaration 
Promoting an Independent and Pluralistic Arab Media was put in 
place. "This \"S knoior\ aS 1~h<z &<£€.[aC6U\£>n 0-% ^>Q.V\Ci!o. . 

These declarations illustrate the global importance of the 
concepts relating to press freedom/foy those who practice 
journalism ancf^Dy those who value free speech and as such relate 
directly^Vith the theme of this gathering "Press Freedom and 
Professional Standards in Asia" organised by AMIC Malaysia and 
AMIC Singapore. 

The ,3rd of May each year (that is ^m the anniversary of the 
Windpek Declaration), has been declared by the United Nations as 
"World Press Freedom Day" and I would, in closing, like to read 
to you this year's World Press Freedom Day Message issued by the 
Director General of UNESCO, Mr Federico Mayor. 

His message is under the title "Press Freedom, Essential for 
Peace". 

READ D C s WPFD MESSAGE" 
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3 M a y , W o r l d P r e s s F r e e d o m D a y 

A day for 365 days of press freedom 

:ctor General of UNESCO 

Press Freedom, Essential for Peace 

On the third of May, we celebrate World Press Freedom Day, in a year when this 
freedom continues to be gravely flouted. It is intolerable that so many journalists 
should be deprived of their freedom, their independence, their life. Over fifty 
journalists were killed in 1995 in the course of their work. Many are in prison, many 
others are subject to all kinds of pressure and repressive practices. 

World Press Freedom Day is an opportunity to pay tribute to the exciting profession of 
journalism, which is as difficult and dangerous as it is inseparable from democratic 
tradition and vital for development. This Day is an occasion for all of us to encourage 
the initiatives, recognize the courage ar\d support the efforts of all those who defend 
press freedom -journalists, professional organizations, governments or ordinary 
citizens. 

Five years ago, UNESCO launched in Aftica a global process for the development of 
independent and pluralistic media around the world. The Windhoek Declaration, 
adopted on May 3rd 1991 by the journalists of Africa, has become a landmark 
document. UNESCO's Member States have endorsed the principles it sets forth. 
Subsequently, journalists in Asia, Latin America and the Arab world adopted similar 
declarations. The series will be completed in 1997 with a meeting on the media in 
the European region. 

For UNESCO, it is an essential mission to promote the freedom of expression. Much 
has been done. But we knoiv that much remains to be done. That is ivhy UNESCO 
will continue to give its backing to those who work for press freedom. Essential as it is 
to the state of ^living well» and «living well together» that we call peace, this freedom 
merits our support for it is our freedom. 

• Federico Mayor 

csotioga neTOTV 
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