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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES AND THE MEDIA 
A Paper on India 

By R V Rajan 

Introduction: 

Forty Five years after independance, India is reckoned* by 

many observers to be a major industrial success, comfortable 

with technologies ranging from long range Missiles, Nuclear 

reactors and tractors and pharmaceuticals. By another set of 

evaluation standards, however India is proving to be a major 

ecological disaster. The health status of the countrys* 

ecological endowment is in fact fairly atrocious-

Let us look at some of the facts brought -out in the 

'Citizener's Report" on the State of Indians* Environment, 

published by Centre for Science and Environment ( I^SZZ) 

LAND 

The Single biggest threat is the growing mismanagement of 

Indian Soils. As many as "175 million hectares (Consisting 

53/1 of Indian total land area) are subject to serious 

environmental degradation. Of the cultivated ares. of 140 

million hectare — nearly £>OY. requires soil conservative 

measures. Urbanisation is also taking its toll of Indie 

precious agricultural land. Not 

under concrete buildings and Tar 

agricultural land is also being destroyed to produce bricks. 

The Natural loss carried by heavy siltation in the 500,000 

tanks and 457 artificial reservoirs created by major and 

•Tiedium dams, is not easy to calculate. 

WATER 

70X of all the available water in India is polluted. About 

73 million work days are lost due to water related diseases. 
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From the Dal Lake in the North to the Periyar and Cheliyar 

rivers in the South, from the D a m o d a r to Hooghly in the East 

and the Thana Creek in the W e s t , the picture of water 

pollution is uniformly gloomy. Even India's largest perenial 

river like Ganga is today heavily polluted. Community 

wastes from human settlement a c c o u n t for four times as much 

waste water as industries e f f l u e n t s . 

FOREST 

Over one million hectares of Forests Are cut every y e a r , 

Otcco^A'̂ ^ flues *TiV\tffe-£ 
a c e-a u ad. - Q-g to unofficial fyo v o rn m e r> t s . Some 0.15 million 

hectares of forests Are lost to development projects 

annually. No more than about 12"! the country's total land 

surface is under adequate tree covers. The consequence of 

Ih15 excessive ieforestration Are increasing floods, soil 

erosion, i;eavy si 1 tat ion of dams built at an enormous 

expenses and change s in .Tii c r o c 1 imat e . 

AIR 

While air pollution levels in several maj o r cities of the 

.vest Are going down, in India they Are going up. Levels of 

Sulphur di—oxide and particulate matter in several 

Indian cities already exceed permissible limits set by the 

l-JHO. After engulfing large c i t i e s , Air pollution has also 

begun to hurt the residents of small towns to once sleepy 

villages, where thermal power stations and large industries 

Are being located. 

ENERGY 

Half of all the energy consumed in India is in fact spent on 

cooking food. Nearly double the energy consumed hy 

agriculture and industry together. Despite the massive 

development of oil and coal r e s o u r c e s , non—commercial energy 

sources like fire wood, agricultural waste and 
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Cow dung ^re crucial for India's energy needs. The erratic 

supply of Kerosene and LPG make it impossible for many 

middle class families to rely on one source of Cooking 

energy. Cooking energy shortage will not only create serious 

nutritional problems but may also lead to increased 

incidence of various diseases. 

OTHER ISSUES 

In addition to the envirnmental problems related to land, 

water, air, forests and energy, mounting pressure of 

population is also a major factor affecting, environmental 

issues in India. With a projected population of over lOGC 

million by 2000 A.D., any effort in taking environmental 

issues becomes inadequate. 

Another 3L re A of concession is the Wild Life situation with 

only 2.V. of the World's land. Inuii harbours around 5"! of 

known living organisms in the world. Habitat destruction, 

hunting and the pressure o? domestic catties which often 

compete with wild animals tor food are the causes of the 

decline in Indian Wild Life. A little over 1G"C India's flora 

and fauna face the threat of extinct-ion. About 1500C plan 

species found in India, s.re endangered because of human 

activity. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS IN INDIAN CITIES 

It is an accepted fact that environmental piroblems 3irs 

taking a very large toll on human health and on the 

possibility of sustainable natural resource that both within 

and outside cities, in India. 

The physical expansion of cities encroaches upon 

agricultural land. Some 1.5 million hectares of land in 

India have been taken over in the past 30 years and a 

further C.3 million will have been lost by the ys&r EOOC. 
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The most intensive urban development has taken place in the 

best agricultural areas o-F India, especially on the Indo — 

Gangetic plain; cities have always tended to grow in or 

close to the most productive land since, prior to the 

development o-f motorized transport, only close proximity to 

good quality land could guarantee the provisioning o-F the 

city. But as cities have expanded to become multi-million 

inhabitant metropolitan centres, little thought has been 

given to protecting highly productive Farmland. "For example, 

the oil refinery at Bad in Mathura district and the 

industrial estate in Agra district have helped transform the 

Delhi—Agra rail route From an Ar&a. of farms and fallow lands 

to a continuous stretch of industrial and urban building. 

Delhi's urban arsa has increased from 43.3 square kilometres 

in 19Q1 to 660 square kilometres in 1981, absorbing over 1QG 

villages in the process. Good agricultural land is also 

being destroyed to produce bricks as the silt loam used in 

brick kilns is ideal for agriculture. 

City —based industries* requirements for fossil fuels and r&.<x 

materials have a major impact in the areas where these a^r& 
— • » 

extracted; a lot of mining in India takes place in forested 

areas causing forestratation, land erosion and clearance of 

huge tracts of land. 

Mining wastes pollute streams and rivers, making many unfit 

for human and animal consumption. Millions of litres of 

water are used to drain underground mine galleries and ars 

then released into waterways, causing silting, flooding and 

waterlogging. This can also reduce the level of the 

surrounding water table, resulting in less available ground

water and less natural vegetation. 

Urban demand for electricity can also have a regional 
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impact. The building of hydroelectric dams affects the 

surrounding ecology, for example acting as harriers to fish 

migration, changing the quality of water downstream and 

varying the volumes of flow. These can all affect the 

natural vegetation and the feeding and breeding habits of 

fish. 

There is also the impact of dam construction and the 

development of their reservoirs, on populations and 

communities through displacement and resettlement. 

Firewood is one of the most important energy sources for 

India's poor and provides 50 percent of the cooking energy 

in cities. A large number of urban households burn firewood 

and their demands 3.re a major factor in the deforestation of 

the country. With increasing urban populations and 

especially increasing numbers of low income urban 

inhabitants, the demand for firewood has increased 

substantially. The result is more and more firewood being 

brought into the cities both Prom surrounding villages and 

from further afield. In Delhi, for example, HH3,<£>00 tons of 

firewood were brought in by rail during 1981—32, mostly from 

the forests of Madhya Pradesh some 7QG kilometres away. This 

increased urban demand for firewood is a major threat to 

forests, particularly as it relates to its 

commercialization. Madhya Pradesh is the biggest supplier of 

firewood to Indian cities, and official statistics state 

that firewood production has overtaken timber production. 

Another regional impact is water pollution, as a result of 

city—based activities. The Kalu river flows through Bombay's 

industrial suburbs of Ambarnath and Ulhasnagar and receives 

effluents from over 150 industrial units. The toxic wastes 

include heavy metals, chlorides, dyes and organic acids. 
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There 3.re dangerously high levels of mercury and lead in the 

water near the village of Ambivali and the villagers ^re 

slowly being poisoned as the the heavy metals enter the food 

chain through the cattle browsing on river bank vegetation. 

Pollutants are also responsible for the destruction of much 

fish life, leading to the loss of a major source of protein 

and loss of livelihood for millions of Indian fishermen. 

Wastes from the IFFCO fertilizer complex near Allahabad and 

the liquid wastes from human activities within the city 

which end up in the Ganga river means a discharge 5,5GO 

cubic metres of effluent daily, with heavy fish mortality 

and damage to some farm animals upto 1& kilometres from the 

discharge points. 

Another example of regional impact arises from air 

pollution. Increased industrialization, especially where 

emission controls and standards ^re poor, can cause air 

pollution problems which not only affect large cities but 

also the surrounding region. Just outside Ban galore, a fine 

dust discharged by Graphite India's industrial unit kills 

plants and flowers and causes lack of appetite, eye 

irritations and stomach pains in local people. Thermal power-

stations, which rank among the country's worst air 

polluters, are often coal—fired and produce fly ash, soot 

and sulphur dioxide. In power stations in Madras, fly ash is 

mixed "with water and dumped off the coast at Ennore. Fly ash 

is suspected of containing heavy metals which s.r e likely to 

accumulate in fish in an area which is a major fishing 

g round -

Noise pollution is also a health hazard which must not be 

ignored. Factories, vehicles, trains, pieui es and social 
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gatherings all contribute towards making Calcutta, Bombay 

and Delhi Are among the noisiest cities in the world, with 

an average noise level of 90 decibels. Prolonged exposure at 

levels greater than 90 decibels can cause permanent deafness 

and factory workers working in such conditions have shown 

neurological, digestive and metabolical disorders. 

The general level of sanitation in Indian cities in terms 

both of removal of domestic wastes and excreta is very poor. 

About HO million tons of garbage is disposed of in urban 

areas each year, the rest is just left lying in the open. 
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TACKLING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

GOVERNMENTAL MEASURES 

Awareness that we a.re destroying our natural resources 

faster than we think came to India, along with the rest of 

the world, with the oil crunch of 1971. Participation by 

India in the Stockholm conference of 1972 in which Indira 

Gandhi made that significant statement, "poverty is the 

biggest pollutor", brought the message to India also. 

Governmental departments were set up to look after the 

environment. Universities introduced environment—related 

subjects into their curriculae. Voluntary agencies and 

individuals began to take up the issues concerning 

conservation and popular movements for the envirnment sra 
» 

now a common phenomenon in India. 

The first step of the government was to establish the 

National Committee on Environmental Planning and Co

ordination (NCPEPC) which was done as a part of the 

preparation for the Stockholm conference. The Wildlife 

Protection Act of 1972 extended protection to a number of 

endangered mammals and birds. 

Project Tiger was launched in 1973 and nine tiger reserves 

were set up. The tiger, being at the top of the food chain, 

came to symbolise the wild wealth of India and if the tiger 

could flourish it would mean the well—being of all wildlife 

in India. 

This. was followed by other legal measures like the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act of 1974, the 

Forest Conservation Act of 1930 and the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act of 1981, which all gave legal 

validity to the steps the government was taking. The 

Environment (Protection) Act of 19S6, the most important of 
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all these legal steps provided a single focus for 

environmental i s s u e s . 

In addition, major institutions were set up to take CATS of 

natural resources, like the N a t i o n a l W a s t e l a n d s Development 

Board in "I9S5 and the Indian Council of Forest R e s e a r c h . The 

Ganga Action Plan was launched in 1985 at an e s t i m a t e d cost 

of R s . 2 9 2 crores to clean up the River Ganga, considered the 

most sacred of all Indian rivers. "Eco" task forces were set 

up in the states of Uttar P r a d e s h , R a j a s t h a n and Jammu and 

Kashmir for ecological restoration through a f f o r e s t a t i o n and 

soil c o n s e r v a t i o n . The D e p a r t m e n t of E n v i r o n m e n t at the 

centre was set up in 19SO and this was f o l l o w e d by the 

creation of similar d e p a r t m e n t s in the s t a t e s . So a l s o , 

after the Central Pollution Control Board was formed, 

similar organisations came up in the s t a t e s . The Island 

Development A u t h o r i t y was set up to consider ecologically 

sound plans for the development of L a k s h a d w e e p and Andaman 

islands. 

VOLUNTARY O R G A N I S A T I O N S AND P E O P L E ' S M O V E M E N T S 

The number of V o l u n t a r y A g e n c i e s , C o m m u n i t y G r o u p s , Academic 

S o c i e t i e s . Corporate entities involved in works that may be 

termed " E n v i r o n m e n t a l " has increased s i g n i f i c a n t l y in the 

last few y e a r s . This may be a t t r i b u t e d to the sharply 

growing awareness of the havoc India is w r e c k i n g on the 

source of its physical s u s t e n a n c e , commonly referred to as 

"National R e s o u r c e s " - I n d i a s " impressively large body of 

NGC * s '. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 9QO - see table below) have become 

active on the environmental front because of the 

increasingly clear nexus between m e a n i n g f u l e q u i t a b l e , 

sustainable economic growth and the conservation of the 
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environment. Also specific programmes to spread environment 

conciousness a.re helping. For instance, the Natural 

Environmental Awareness Campaign promoted by the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests have successfully encouraged many 

NiGQ' 5 , whose primary concerns are rural development, 

appropriate technology, civil rights, women's development, 

tribal welfare etc. to demonstrate the links between 

environmental cars and human welfare, especially of the 

poor. A subject of much interest within the environment 

community is the continuing development of NGO network 

functioning around specific environmental objectives — 

protesting against environmentally inimical development 

projects, promoting alternative development patterns more 

mindful of basic human needs, regenerating degraded lands, 

preventing poaching of protected wild life, developing 

educati.e resource material on conservation and carrying out 

programmes for creating and intensifying environmental 

awar sne s s. 
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TABLE 

ENVIRONMENT NGO'S IN INDIA 

STATE NOS 

Andhra Pradesh 75 

Assam 39 

Bihar 62 

Chandigarh 1 

Delhi 59 

Gujarath 69 

Goa 5 

Haryana lO 

Himachal Pradesh 12 

Jammu & Kashmir 4 

Karnataka 37 

Kerala 4? 

Madhya Pradesh 31 

Maharashtra 3C 

Meghalava 2 

Orissa 53 

Man i pur 14 

Nagaland 2 

Mizoram 1 

Punjab 3 

Raj asthan 42 

Tripura 1 

Tamilnadu 94 

Uttar Pradesh 93 

West Bengal 50 

T o t a l 887 

There a.re other voluntary organisations like Rotary C l u b s , 

Lions Clubs, etc. who have played major roles in creating 
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awareness for many of the environmental programmes of the 

Government. They do this through exhibitions, S e m i n a r s , 

Walkathons and other unconventional methods. 

Some of the NGOs have been instrumental in starting major 

movements in the country. The most significant is the 

grassroot Chipko movement, in Chamouli district, 459 km from 

Delhi. This began in -19"79 when the state government sold ash 

trees from the area, to a sports goods manufacturer. At the 

suggestion of an activist, Chandi Prasad Bhatt, the 

villagers decided on a unique form of protest — they hugged 

the trees when the axemen came. Thus was born the Chipko 

(meaning "to hug" in Hindi) movement. Though it began for 

economic reasons, it soon blossomed into an ecological 

movement. 

There was another movement in the state of Bihar in 1977 

against a World Bank sponsored social forestry programme. 

The tribals of the area, depended on sal trees for their 

employment, for food and for their equipment. When it was 

decided to replace sal forests, which were natural to the 

region, with teak trees, the Jungle Katat) (cut the jungle) 

movement was launched. The tribals destroyed the saplings in 

the nurseries and raided the buildings of the forest 

department. 

Another protest that sharply focused public attention on 

certain crucial ecological issues wa s the outcry against the 

Silent.Valley Hydro-electric project in the state of Kerala. 

When plans were afoot to extend this project, and in th< 

process submerge a tropical rain forest which is millions of 

years old, there was protest from activists, the scientific 

community and academics. The government appointed an expert 

committee and the project was halted. 
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Some urban—based people, like the Environmental services 

group in Bombay and Kalpavriksh in Delhi, have been trying 

to influence the government and at times have gone to court 

on environmental issues. In 1*785, a long —drawn —out legal 

battle by the citizens of Doon Valley at the foothills of 

the Himalayas in Uttar Pradesh ended with the verdict of the 

Supreme Court that the limestone quarrying in the area 

should be stopped. The Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishat 

(KSSP), first started to popularise science, has been 

motivating people at the rural level to take part in 

environmental protection programmes. 

CURRENT ISSUES 

Now the environmental movement in India is centred around 

opposition to large dams. India has the biggest number of 

river valley projects in the world. In 1985 there were 1,578 

major dams covering over 1"i of the country's total land 

^LreA. Many environmentalists now question the wisdom of 

large dams. Gandhian activist Sundarlal Bahuguna's recent 

fast to death against the Tehri dam project in the Himalayas 

symbolises this opposition. In September 1*789 about 60,000 

people, mostly tribal 5 and environmental activists, gathered 

in a massive rally at Harsud in Madhya Pradesh to protest 

against the Narmada River Valley project which involves 30 

major darns. 135 medium and 3,OOQ minor dams on the river 

Narmada and its tributories. 

Though' large dams have brought more land under irrigation — 

from 1£"1 to 3C"i — ?cr every major dam project in the 

country, there has been opposition and struggle. It has been 

pointed out that the siltation rate is three to four times 

higher than projected by the engineers. Though in earlier 

days protest against dams concentrated on rehabilitation 
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issues, now environmentalists are opposed to the very idea 

of large dams. They point out that such dams have many 

adverse results on the environment and people, which are not 

taken into consideration while planning. Dams have been 

looked upon mainly as engineering tasks and their impact on 

the ecology of the area has until recently been ignored. 

These movements began as efforts to protect the interests of 

people aff-ected by the projects. But gradually the focus of 

the debate has widened in the country. It now centres around 

the development process itself. Environmentalists argue that 

big dams symbolise a developmental model which involves 

mega—projects as a method to utilise India's vast natural 

resources. 

In the environmental movement in India three strands can be 

discerned — the Gandhian, the appropriate technology groups 

and the ecological marxists — If the Chipko movement and the 

Jungle movement in the Gadchiroli district of Maharashtra 

state, led by Baba Amte, were Gandhian in character, the 

work done by Vivekananda Tribal Welfare Centre in the 

Biligiri Rangan Hills of Karnataka is towards the use of 

appropriate technology. Quite a few activists groups, 

including KSSP in Kerala, have taken a leaftist position. 

-X--S--X--S--3-#-«•-«-

24 . 1 .-9E 
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MEDIA SUPPORT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN INDIA 

Environment awareness and reporting on environment and 

development has come of age in India. There is a very 

tangible link between environmental activitists and those 

reporting on such issues. Very often you see the Journalists 

in India donning the mantle of the activist. 

Environmental consciousness has reached such a state, that 

almost every major newspaper and every important magazine 

carries some news or other in almost every issue of their 

publi cat i on. 

Till a few years ago reporting on environment was limited to 

reporting speeches on environment day or covering the 

monsoon tree planting function. Today journalists acting in 

tandem with the activists are focussing on larger issues. 

Many of them are front paged and backed with a strong edit. 

Mr.Anil Agarwal who runs the Centre for Science and 

Environment and brings out a status report on India's 

environment says *?*? per cent of the environment movements is 

built in the media. Mr.Agarwal himself has switched from 

journalism to environment activity. Other journalists too 

are opting out for full time environmental activity. 

PRESS COVERAGE 

Some of the campaigns carried out by the newspapers have 

been able to revert decisions taken at the highest level on 

controversial issues/projects. Three examples come to mind 

right away. 

In 1976/* 77 Arab Sheikhs began suddenly descending on 

western India to hunt the endangered bustards. They came 

with falcons and pitched tents in the desert for some fun 

and frolic. For a full week the Rajasthan Patrika, a 

regional newspaper, front paged the campaign to stop the 
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hunting of this rare b i r d . U l t i m a t e l y the A r a b s were given 

the marching orders by the centre even though it meant loss 

of precious foreign e x c h a n g e . 

Just a few years ago a leading i n d u s t r i a l i s t and newspaper 

magnate almost s u c c e e d e d in setting up a f e r t i l i s e r plant 

very close to the famous tiger reserve, R a n t h a m b o r e . A 

couple of front page stories backed by several columns of 

letter by angry n a t u r e lovers forced the g o v e r n m e n t to move 

the factory to a n o t h e r site in K o t a h . 

There was enraged outpouring in the m e d i a too over a 

proposal to construct a helipad inside a n a t i o n a l park to 

receive the then P r i m e Minister and his other Cabinet 

collegues in the sylvan retreat. The n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e s and 

some phone calls' to the prime m i n i s t e r ' s office led to the 

construction work being halted. The Cabinet m e e t i n g was held 

as scheduled but the m i n i s t e r s a r r i v e d in cars and great 

care was taken not to disturb the a n i m a l s . 

But u n d o u b t e d l y the best success story is the stoppage of 

the hydel plant coming up in the rich forest a r e a s of the 

Silent V a l l e y in K e r a l a . The campaign by the K e r a l a S a h i t y a 

Parishad was s u p p o r t e d by eminent s c i e n t i s t s like Dr.M S 

S w a m i n a t h a n . 

RADIO AND TV C O V E R A G E 

According to a limited regional study conducted by 

Mr.Chaubey and M r . P a n d e y in U.P, Radio & T.V. did not give 

due emphasis to e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s . They a l s o claimed that 

both Radio and T.V have not been able to build public 

awareness in a s y s t e m a t i c manner and has failed to provide 

support for e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s . 

But close o b s e r v a t i o n of the p r o g r a m m e s b r o a d c a s t by R a d i o 

and telecast by T.V., in both regional and n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k s 

i n the recent past, show that the G o v e r n m e n t . which owns 
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both these media in India, is serious about creating 

environment awareness among the masses. Several 

documentaries on specific subjects like Air Pollution, 

Afforestation, Water Pollution and Noise Pollution a.re 

telecast regularly. There are also short commercials (30 

sees to 1 minute) on all these subjects which ^re telecast 

regularly during prime time slots on the National and 

Regional Networks- There is definitely a , perceptible 

increase in the coverage of Environmental issues by these 

two media, which only reflects the govern ments'in c.r easing 

interest in the subject 
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A BRIGHT FUTURE 

Both Mrs.Gandhi and Mr-Rajiv G a n d h i , the former prime 

ministers were active environment enthusiasts. While they 

initiated a number of programmes on this subject during 

their tenure, it was during M r s . M e n a k a Gandhi's term as the 

Minister of State for Environment in the Government of 

India, that the whole subject received a lot of public 

at tent i on. 

Infact, the missionary seal she showed in her job helped 

create a lot of noise on the subject. With her exit, the 

movement has lost a bit of its momentum, but the mass 

awareness she created on the subject is definitely growing. 

Though enormous work is yet to be done on this subject, it 

is heartening to read about case studies of how activities 

by groups of people and voluntary a g e n c i e s , helping the 

environmental cause, some of these covering development 

projects. 

For instance, Adgaon 30 kms from Aurangabad in 

Maharashtra, located in a drought prone area, suffered from 

drought in one out of every three y e a r s . A comprehensive 

Watershed Development Programme and Boil Conservation 

programmes — has transformed the parched lands with bush 

•green fields with vegetables and the hillocks nearby now 

sports a rich green covers. 

Another story carried in the recent issue of Business India 

(6-19, 19«?Z) talks about how Indian Army is growing green. 

The men in olive fatigue 3Lre manning battle stations to 

make the environment greener. In the new Agenda of the Army, 

afforestation programmes, reclamation of wastelands, 

preservation of wild life and pollution control are as 

important as defending the nation. According to General 

Rodrigues "The Indian Army is among the largest and most 
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disciplined force in the country. A lot could be achieved 

if environmental organisation, corporate bodies and the amry 

pooled is their efforts towards a Greener India".• 

Addressing a Press Conference recently the Union Minister 

for State of Environment announced that Environment 

tribunals are to be set up in all major towns in the next 

two to three months. He said that legislative measures are 

also on the anvie to ensure that manufacturing industries 

conduct environmental audit — To begin with it will be 

applicable to the hazadrous industries. He also added that 

severe action was contemplated against those who had not 

taken any initiative in achieving pollution control 

standards. "My approach is to make the carrot tastier, and 

not make the stick harder*, he said. 

He said the Union Ministry for Environment and Forests- was- -

also taking steps to have thermal power stations make the 

best use of fly ash for manufacture of building materials, 

in road construction and other options. Every new thermal 

project would have to have in—built mechanism for 

utilisation of the fly ash, which caused water, land and air 

pollution. 

As for the power stations already existing, the concept of 

pre and post 19SO unit shall be applied while enforcing the 

regulation, which was provided for under the Environment 

Protection Act. The aim was to increase the use of fly ash, 

which was only about 3 per cent in India, as against over 

60 per cent in some countries. The State Government shall be 

asked to make greater use of building materials made of fly 

ash for their construction activities in the neighbourhood 

of the thermal plants. 
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CONCLUSION 

Though a lot needs to be done yet, we can safely conclude 

that India has shown a lot of political will in the recent 

years to tackle environmental issues, with the support of 

voluntary bodies and other NGO. There seems to be greater 

awareness among the masses on the subject and it is only 

growing day by day. 
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