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A Starting Point 
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Regulators exist to Administer the activities of citizens 
within the existing laws and expressed social mores of 
society For the benefit of the society and of both 
the citizens engaged in that activity, and those citizens 
who wish to be engaged in that activity. 

Traditional role of regulators of electronic media: 

•Ensure best use of scarce public resource - analogue spectrum/cable 

•Describe and enforce social standards (encourage self-regulation) 

•Recommend changes in laws as appropriate 

•Encourage competition (cross-media ownership restrictions etc) 

•Ensure fair representation 

•Encourage and support non-commercial (public) activities 

•Encourage and support creativity(respect for IP) 

Generally how has this been applied and 
worked in cable and satellite TV in Asia? 

Hong Kong 

•Terrestrial TV laws 

Singapore 
Satellite uplinking 
regulations 

•General respect of laws of lands within 
satellite footprint 

Re-distribution on 
the ground 

Singapore and Hong Kong 

•Monopoly licences - similar to terrestrial TV 

•Gradual introduction of competition 

Taiwan/India/Philippines 

•Unregulated growth from street/later regulation 

•Highly competitive 

•Limited capital investment 

1 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



How did they rate? 

•Ensure best use of scarce public resource - analogue spectrum/cable 

Little use of common cable structure (Korea) and of MMDS etc 

•Describe and enforce social standards (encourage self-regulation) 

Generally active oversight.... Self regulation working 

•Recommend changes in laws as appropriate 

•Encourage competition (cross-media ownership restrictions etc) 

Not the best .... Monopolies preserved .... Few new players 

•Ensure fair representation 

Light hand compared to terrestrial TV 

•Encourage and support non-commercial (public) activities 

A zero 

•Encourage and support creativity(respect for IP) 

Variable .... Best incubators are investment (profit) and competition 

The Future Don't Panic! 
The Future looks much 
like the past 

•Only changes are that 
communication is vastly 
improved and certain 
commodities can be 
transmitted digitally. 

•Mostly, the new 
technologies are being 
used for communication -
chat/phone messaging etc 

•The evolution to 
broadband will bring the 
provision of entertainment 
back to local distribution. 

The things that will matter: 

•Make sure that general laws 
cover the commission of illegal or 
immoral acts in the digital 
domain. 

•Encourage creativity and ideas 
.... The most valuable assets of 
any society in the future will be 
the development and ownership 
of ideas. 

•Change cultural attitudes from 
"copying is good" to "original 
ideas are better." 

•Break down monopolies and 
open up to international 
competition. 

How many of the dire warnings about Satellite TV's 
pernicious influence, actually come true? 
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