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Research design 

I. Statement of the Problem 

Countries of the developing world are in the throes of change. 

The processes of modernization — urbanization, spread of literacy, 

democratization of polity, and exposure to mass media of communica

tion! -- have significantly affected the life-ways and the work-ways 

of the people, and have brought out changes in their world-view. 

It is this general movement which has highlighted the several in

equalities suffered by the womenfolk, particularly in the rural 

areas. 

The proposed project is expected to contribute, in some mea

sure, towards the understanding of problems faced .by women in Asia. 

Its focus is on the rural women; it plans to identify the effects 

of rapid social change on the status and role of women. 

There are several ways r.n which the phrase "rapid social 

change" can be defined. However, in the context of the developing 

world, rapid changes have been brought oui; by the phenomenon of 

modernization. Itself a debated concept, the word modernization 

refers to a series of processes which are comparatively 'recent', 

and which have been caused by the increasing use of inanimate ener

gy in tasks which- were earlier done manually or with the help of 

other form of animate energy. Industrialization of the economy, 

and the consequent urbanization of the settlements are the twin 

processes generated by modernization, and have been responsible 

for many social and cultural changes. This study proposes to 

accept urbanization as a form of rapid social change, causing heavy 

exodus of population from rural to urban areas. It would endeavour 

to identify the consequences of male migration to urban centres on 

the female non-migrants. 
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Most researches on migration have concentrated on the pro

blems caused by such influx to the urban centres; very little 

attention, if any, has been paid to the consequences of such male 

migration on the family back in the village. With the earning 

male members dislocated, the rural families make extra demands on 

the female members. The adult females have not only to socialize 

the young children in the absence of a "father" they also 

have to assume roles and responsibilities that are generally the 

domain of the male member in a patrilineal society. Moreover, 

regular visits of the males from the cities, and occasional expo

sure to the urban centre of the female members is an additional 

element in the situation which is absent in the case of those fa

milies who are not affected by the phenomenon of dislocation. 

This project will thus focus on the village, and not the 

city; will study the non-migrant women of those families whose 

male members have temporarily migrated (dislocated) to the city. 

It will endeavour to provide a profile of changes occurring in 

the rural families as a result of such migration — changes in 

the social organization of the family, its authority structure, 

its economy, and the participation of its women in social 

and political life of the community. The study will also attempt 

to analyze the problems caused by the processes of social change 

and modernization relative to woman's status and role. 

The central concern of this research is, it may be empha

sized, not with the process of migration of males as such but with 

the phenomenon of structural changes in the sex-roles and social 

organization of the rural family caused by the migration. More 

specifically, it will concentrate on the female response to the 

'crisis' resulting from the absence of the males, in five different 

cultures of Asia: Bangladesh India, 'Republic of Korea, Philip

pines, and Thailand. 
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A cross-cultural exercise of this nature is expected to: 

i, enhance the understanding of the modernization process, 

especially the impact of urbanization on the rural 

females in the femilies whose males migrate to the city; 

ii. contribute to the sociology of family in a 'virtually' 

female-headed household with changing roles and statuses; 

iii. provide basis for the formulation of sound policies to 

promote women's participation in development; 

iv. promote better appreciation of the cultural similarities 

and differences in Asian societies; and 

v. encourage dialogue and exchanges amongst scholars from 

different countries. 

II* Research Site and the Sample Population 

The study is to be located in the villages from where male 

population has migrated to urban centres. From these villages, 

two sets of families v.'ill be chosen: 

(i) Families whose male members are dislocated 

(ii) Control families where no dislocation of males has 

taken place. 

It is proposed to cover 100 families.of type (i) and 10 

families of type (ii) in this study. In addition, effort will 

also be made to interview the 100 male migrants belonging to type 

(i) families. 

To facilitate selection of the families two strategies are 

proposed, and it is left to the individual researchers to adopt 

any one of them. The key criteria, however, will remain the same 

in both the cases, and they are the following: 
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1. Cnly those cases will be selected which have migrated 

. to the capital city, namely Dacca, Delhi, Seoul, Manila, 

and Bangkok. 

2. Care will be taken to select those cases who reside at a 

considerable distance from the capital city (takes 5 to 

6 hours to reach; or is about 300 Kms away; or regular 

transportation facilities do not exist — in other words, 

villages which are "communicationally distant")• Fringe 

villages will not be selected. 

3. Only those males will be chosen v/ho are gainfully employ

ed. Students, unemployed persons in search of jobs will 

be excluded. 

k. Married males will be chosen; however, exceptions may 

be made. 

Strategies of Selection 

1, Visit a colony or neighbourhood in the city and identify 

3. dislocated individual; he may be asked to give narres 

and addresses of others who have also migrated from the 

same village/region. Through the snowball sampling 

technique cover as many names as possible. Repeat the 

same exercise v/hen one circle is complete, and identify 

the remaining cases. 

2. Select a nueber of contiguous villages known for male 

migration to the capital city and select 100 families, 

through snowball sampling technique. 

Note: Although any one of the strategies can be emp?^yed, 

preference may be given to the first strategy. 

The control sample of 10 families may be so selected that 

their characteristics match those of the main sample. 
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III. Coverage 

The study will attempt the following: 

1. Preparation of country profile with a view to describing 

the changing contours. 

(i) It will briefly introduce the country in terms of 

geography, demography, economy, polity, and social 

structure, It will also summarize the traditional 

cultural values associated with women. 

(ii) An attempt will be made, based on secondary data, 

to audit the modernization process in terms of the 

following indicators: 

(a) Literacy (male, female) 

(b) Employment (among women) 

(c) Industrialization and urbanization, including 

electrification of villages.and mechanization 

of agriculture ;"'• 

(d) Transportation and communication 

(growth of mass media) 

(e) Social and political participation of women 

(number of women politicians, major women's 

organizations) 

(iii) Migration patterns over the past 2-3 decades will 

be described utilizing statistics on 

- areas to which people migrate 

- areas from where people migrate 

- male-female migration 

- seasonal-permanent (including transmigration) 

(iv) An overview of social and cultural change in the 

country will be attempted, focussing particularly on 
those aspects which hove affected women's position. 
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• The characteristics of the rural migrant 

Through the administration of questionnaire the 

socio-economic profiles of the dislocated male members 

will be drawn and the causes of their migration will 

be ascertained. 

. The women in the residual family 

This will be the prime focus of the study. Follow

ing aspects will be covered: 

a» The household composition; following typology will 

be used: 

Type I ; Simple Family 

1, Complete simple family 

2. Simple family with adhesions and/or adjuncts 

Type II : Compound Family 

1. Complete compound family 

2. polygyncus compound family (incomplete) 

3. (2) with adjunct 

Type III : Extended Family 

1. Vertically extended 

2. Laterally extended 

3. Laterally extended incomplete 

4. Vertically-laterally extended 

Type IV : Incomplete Family 

1. Conjugal unit 

2. Conjugal unit with adhesion and/or adjunct 

3. Simple family disintegrated 
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Type V : Miscel laneous 

1 . Non- fami l i a l u n i t 

2. Others 

(I) Head, Fa, Br, Wi 

(ii) Head, Fa, Mo 

(iii) Mo-Da (special) 

(iv) Head, Si, Sichildren 

(Ref: Atal, Y.; "The Changing Frontiers of Caste", 

National Publishing House, New Delhi, 1968) 

b. Material culture of the family, including new 

accretions 

c. Frequency of urgan contacts 

d. Education, occupation, and income of the family 

members 

e. Adjustments as a result of dislocation 

- in the time budget 

- in division of labour (both instrumental 

and expressive roles) 

- in the authority structure 

- in degree of dependence on others 

(near Kin, neighbours, others) 

- i n c h i l c a r e 

- f e r t i l i t y 

f. Problems caused due to male absence in terras of 

- relations with the family members 

(are the women more exploited?) 

- relations with others in the community 

(is there a change in their behaviour?) 

- workload : has it increased? 
- financial stringency 
- loneliness 
- employment 

'r-v..-,Mrt:,-r;?'vr'':'-,^.":'^^-.^;*77i77f.,"^^Tr<^'"JT'* ,.,,.-..... 
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g. Attitude profile of the women 

Attitude towards: 

- the male migrant 

- the city 

- migration itself 

- other members of the family in the 

absence of husband/son 

k. Intensive case studies of the five families in 

a chosen village 

In order to understand the effect of male migration 

at the social organizational level, a village case study 

will be attempted. Its purpose will be to provide a 

more comprehensive picture of women's lives, to discover 

problems, not solutions, and help understand the posi

tion of rural women in the rapidly changing society. 

One of the villages from among those selected for 

survey of residual families will be chosen for inten

sive study. It will be ideal if sucn a village has 

about 100 households. 

Data on the following aspects will be collected 

through participant observation and intensive inter-

vie ws. 

A. Village Profile 

a. Setting 

b. Population 

c . I n s t i t u t i o n s ( e . g . , a government o f f i c e , 

r e l i g i o u s c e n t r e s , s choo l s , unions , or 

s t o r e s ) 

d. Economic base of the v i l l a g e 

e . P o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e ( l e a d e r s h i p within 

the community) 
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f. Collaboration pattern (solidarity groups 

for economic and social purposes) 

g. Migration pattern of the village (the major 

types of migration in terras of motivation, 

age, social class and marital status need 

to be identified). 

B» Community Adjustment 

(i) Changes in village leadership and collabora

tion î attern outside the family unit will be 

examined. The focus will be on female poli

tical, participation and new types of female 

economic end social cooperation which has re

sulted from male migration. It is suggested 

to make a conceptual distinction between 

power and influence in describing political 

• activities. One also need to find out the 

activities in which female participation is 

completely prohibited and hew these activi

ties are carried out by remaining males. 

It is crucial for data collection to partici

pate and observe a village council meeting 

and village festivals. 

(ii) Social and cultural factors fostering or 

suppressing female autonomy will be identi

fied. For example, lineage authority, kin 

network, rules of residence or the traditional 

image of an ideal woman need to be examined 

in relation to women's welfare. Constraining 

or liberating factors on women's activities 

introduced by modernization, such as offer

ing agricultural education and technical 
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training only for men, or the redefinition 

of gender personality as a "strong" male 

and "his" "weak" female, will also be 

discussed. 

(iii)l/f- psychological problems of villagers cannot 

be ignored in studying a rapidly changing 

society. The inevitable conflict and stress 

and the means of resolution of such psycho

logical problems will be studied. Problems 

of males remaining in the village should 

not be overlooked. It may be noteworthy 

that most women's problems essentially de

rive from the men's problems. 

C. Case Studies 

For a deeper understanding of familial and com

munal lives of rual women, case studies will be at

tempted. By describing actual cases, one can gain 

insight into how a woman and her family cope v/ith 

problems caused by male member's migration and 

what kind of significant changes both in their 

actual life and in their cognition have come as 

a consequence of male migration. 

Five families which have been rather severe

ly affected by male migration will be studied. 

The case will be described based on data collected 

from all the members of the selected families. 

Each case study must include: 

(1) Family life before the male migration 

•̂2) Actual migration: motivation for migration, 

opinion-reactions of family members to the 

male dislocation, decision-making and his 

leaving 
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(3) Adjustment after the migration: changes of 

roles (instrumental and expressive), communi

cation with the dislocated male (visiting, 

writing letters) and psychological adjustment 

CO Introduction of urban culture by, and through, 

the dislocated male: material culture and 

information 

(5) Consequences of male migration on 

•-, family economy 

family relationship 

socialization 

status within the community 

(6) Major problems and critical events 

(7) Future perspective of the family. 

In addition to case studies, a daily cycle 

of family selected among the 5 families will be 

described. Description by E.Z. Vogt in his book 

The Zinacantecos of Mexico (1970) may be adopted 

as a model. 

Chapter Scheme 

Following will be the chapters in each country report: 

1. Introduction . 

.. — covering : (i) statement of the problem in terms of 

women's studies done in the country, and problems 

deserving research attention, with a view to "locating" 

the present study in a relevant context, and (ii) 

account of methodology followed, including narration 

of difficulties encountered in field work. 
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Country P r o f i l e ; The Charging Contours 

x . I n t r o d u c t i o n 

i i . Audi t ing modernizat ion 

i i i . Migra t ion p a t t e r n s 

i v . Overview of s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

change i n s o c i e t y . 

Women i n R u r a l Families, with Dis located Males 

i . The d i s l o c a t e d male 

i i . The r e s i d u a l family 

i i i » Adjustments caused by d i s l o c a t i o n 

i v . Problems due to male absence 

v . A t t i t u d e s of women 

v i . Summary 

Digging Deeper ; Case Study of few fami l ies from the 

v i l l a g e of m?le migrants 

i . The v i l l a g e 

i i . The f i v e f a m i l i e s : s t o r i e s of what 

happened when the p r i n c i p a l bread-winner 

l e f t for the c i t y . 

Summary and Conc lus ions 

Appendices 

i . B ib l iog raphy 

i i . Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s used: bo th 'Eng l i sh and 

Vernacular ve r s ions 
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V. Time Schedule 

July - September 1979 Collection of secondary 

data for chapter 2 

October 1979 Submission of interim 

report to Unesco 

November 1979 - February 1980 Data collection field work 

March - June I98O Data analysis 

July - September I98O Report-writing 

30 September I98O Submission of report to 

Unesco 

.,.-,-. 
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