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Cultural integrity Free and Balanced Information Flow Mutually exclusive 
terms or parts of the same thing? 

by Mocnrjf LUDIS 

An >verview 

Although the debates and controversies about the New international 
information Order have now largely abated, the issues which theMacBride 
Commission of Unesco has looked into and which came out in the form or' a 
•eport titled ,*)r^Wofid\j^a3M/m££3^ are sti l l with us today The name 
itself is an unfortunate choice It is a politicised name, provoking tne 
western press and many people in the west to give the same reaction, as 
others in the west had reacted to the New International Economic Order 
debates and controversies. Almost total rejection and closing the mind to 
look into the merits of the arguments put by the "other side" 

Now that the debates and controversies have run its course, perhaps 
we can now take another look at them with a more tranquil rnind and 
heart. 

During the debates in the Unesco McBride Commission, i and a numoer / 

of other colleagues, have stressed the need to consider both information 
and communication as one single focus for our attention, as information 
without communication becomes meaningless. Communication is in fact 
the key to make information comes alive and function to fulfil l the needs/ 
of people and nations. 

In other conferences in which I participated, we also have come to the 
realization, thatlinformation is an unique resource]. Thatjonce you have it, 
you can use it and share it with others without in any way diminishing it, 
either quantitatively or qualitatively. In this sense, once the principle of 
sharing could be agreed upon, there should be no real obstacles to set up a 
global network of information and communication, in which all individuals 
and nations could have access to the information they need. There is a* 
diversity of communication media, printed and electronic, and also the 
new communication and information technology - the marriage of the 
technologies of the computer and telecommunications, has now made it 
possible to build a global information and communication network, when 
we temporarily set aside the important question - who is going to pay for 
this? 

Information is not only what you read in newspapers and magazines, but 
also what r.r<e electronic med^a diffuse (raoio,television video and sound 
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cassettes,etc ) Books are also an important part of any communication .jnd 
•nformat'on system, and so are libraries and archives News as we know u. 
published m the newspapers and magazines, broaâ  ast by radio ano Tv ••-
only one pan of the contents of worldwide information networks The' e 
are many specialized information needed by spec'a: groups, such as 
economic and financial intelligence, market situations, commodities, 
trade information, industrial reports, information about developments :r-
science and technology, which are also of great importance not only t< re
groups concerned, but also to researchers, policymakers, journalists, 
governments and other members of society 

As the collecting, editing, and distribution of much of the news and 
information nave been controlled for a very long period by western 
agencies and institutions, there >s a wide percept on among developing 
'•ations. that the international information and communication structure 
has been tar too long weighed to the advantage of trie western nations The 
big international news agencies can manipulate the news and reporting of 
events according to their own particular bias The developing countries too 
complain that the very strong and dominant position of the international 
agencies can distort their own views of the reality of the world (including 
their own world) when they allow their national information networks to 
be inundated by the massive How of news and information, which have 
been prepared by gatekeepers using their own sense of values and 
interests, which do not necessarily coincide with the values, interest and 
needs of the developing societies. 

Looming behind this argument is the fear among developing societies 
that the present international information and communication structure 
will ultimately threaten the very integrity of their own cultures. They 
demand a balanced flow of information, quantitatively as well as 
qualitatively. 

The west's reaction is rejection based on fears that the developing 
countries' stand wil l mean loss of freedom of the press, the control and 
licensing of newspapermen by governments, which eventually would make 
it impossible to collect and distribute truthful information, and which "*w*M 
make the whole excer$/e completely meaningless and valueless to 
everybody 

» 

Is there such a thing as cultural integrity'? 

Perhaps we need to define culture and cultural integrity more clearly, 
before we tocus on the main theme of this paper - cultural integrity, free 
and balanced information flow Mutually exclusive terms or parts of the 
same thing'.1 i have always preferred to defiru culture as the product of 
what man uoes and think, materially and spr Huallv A living culture is an 
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entity, which is in a continuous process of change and of self- renewal, of 
absorbing and adapting and adopting new values from other cultures, and 
reshape them into 'ts own Every vital culture does this, in the pasr and 
today The ancient and great culture of China adopted Budhism from India 
ano developed '•* ;nto its own The same thing happened to Indian culture in 
South-east Asia m modern times we see how Japan adopted and shaped 
western science and technology into a vital force in the modern Japanesf 
culture Every culture which does not want to remain stagnant must go 
through this process, otherwise it would eventually die The world is 
constantly changing, new challenges come up, and every culture must 
develop its own strength to overcome these challenges, and comes out 
stronger and more dynamic and with greater vitality 

That is what happens to the Japanese culture since the Meiji 
Restoration Before that, the Japanese nad sucessfully digested great 
elements of the Chinese culture such as the Chinese script, philosophies, 
literature, and others, which had enriched the Japanese culture in the past 
Today we see, after the Meiji Restoration, more than a hundred years ago, 
how the Japanese culture has also most successfully adopted, adapted and 
absorbed modern science and technology from the west, which now has 
brought Japan to become the second economic and industrial power of the 
world. 

' They have been able to do this by keeping tne "integrity" of their culture 
intact This does not mean that the Japanese built great walls to protect 
their culture from outside influences. Like other peoples in the world, the 
Japanese too come to like western and music from other parts of the 
world. They read foreign literatures, they watch foreign movies and TV 
programs, they wear foreign dress, and they study and use foreign science 
and technology But they do not allow these new and outside elements to 
vanquish the most vital elements in their culture, which have given the 
Japanese people a continuous history for thousands of years. 

The two most important values, which give so much strength to the 
Japanese culture are, I think, the almost inborn sense of Japanese 
patriotism and loyalty to the emperor Another significant value is the 
"gin", the right reason or responsibility. To the Japanese to die for the 
wrong reason is to die like a dog. To do what is right is the true sense of 
courage. The Japanese owe "giri" to their parents and family, to their 
superiors, to the emperor, to their nation, and today to the companies 
where they work The other, also most important cultural value, is 
renchi-sin", to know shame. To the Japanese to know shame means the 

basis for all good human traits, good behaviour and morals 
These are the important basic values in the Japanese culture, which can 

be traced back to 5 000 years ago, and which today give the Japanese h 
culture its integrity, while continuing to borrow, transfer, digest and / / 
absorb values from other cultures 
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Another vita' Japanese cultural value is what is called "wa', a concept of 
harmony, harmony with natue, harmony within the nation, harmony 
between individuals and society 

Certainly the Japanese have opened themselves very widely to the 
international exchange of information and communication They translate 
foreign oooks as soon as they are published in the countries of origin, into 
the Japanese language The Japanese operate industna1 spies, gather 
economic financial, and market intelligence, and use the information to 
strengthen their own economic power 

By doing so the Japanese have been able to enrich their own culture, 
without 'osinq the mam elements of its traditional values whicxh have 
made the Japanese nation and culture endure for thousands of years 

When we speak of cultural integrity, this is what I mean Whatever 
foreign influences we can today see at the surface of Japanese society 
(American jazz. MacDonald fast foods,etc), the Japanese culture has 
'• emained intact in its essential elements. It has been able to digest 
whatever it borrows from other cultures, and by doing so has gained in 
strength and in its own creativity 

!t any other culture has the same confidence and strength, there is no 
need to fear, that a free flow of information and communication would be 
able to threaten the cultural integrity of any nation 

The fears of the developing societies 

The demand for a free and balanced flow of information and 
communication by many developing countries arises from rightly or 
wrongly perceived threats emanating from such a process to the cultural 
integrity of the developing countries Before we go further into this 
problem, I would like to make a remark, that there is really no such thing 
of a really free and balanced flow of information and communication. 
Information and communication is not like flawing water in pipes going 
into many directions, its flow regulated to be balanced in all directions 
Before the information is put into the communication network, it has gone 
through many hands, from the origininal reporters to the gatekeepers The 
final shape and contents of news and other information have gone through 
different phase of writing, re-writing, editing, governed by the persona) or 
institutional interest, or even political, economic and other interests of 
the p'ayers involved The use subjective words to colour meanings and 
intent ions will affect the impressions readers wil l get. from reading news 
and reports 
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Most western journalists call Israel' terrorists Israeli soldiers, while 
Pi.0 freedom fighters are usually called Arab or Palestinian terrorists 

This is not a new phenomena. Word? such as radical fanatica'. 
fundamentalists, extreme left or right, extremists, nave been used ?o 
discredit personalities, movements ana organizations, which are felt as a 
threat to one's own safety and interests 

Developing countries also fear or are worried that the cnoice of news 
and information, which are decided by rhe gatekeepers of the big 
,r'ternational agencies, will ultimately give them a distorted view of the 
world, or may not be relevant to their own needs 

Many governments in the developing countries are also apprehensive, 
mat the news about their own countries ;ind especially about what they 
are doing to their people ( in the case they are for example oppressing 
:hetr people exploiting the masses, muzzling the press, arresting their 
political opponents arbitrarily, and many other bad things) will be 
reported openly, and discredit them in the eyes of the international 
community Strange it may seem, but dictators and authoritarian rulers 
love to be loved by the world, especially by the democratic world, from 
whom they expect economic, financial, and military assistance to maintain 
their power 

' For this purpose they want to control the outflow of news and 
information from their countries to the world, and disguised it with the 
demand for a so-called, free and balanced information flow The 
information and communication flow can never be balanced between each 
individual countries and between an individual country with the rest of the 
world. '' 

Experience so far has shown, that instead of a dearth of information, 
there is too much information flowing today around the world, which 
individuals and institutions, including governments, cannot digest, 
organize, store and retrieve efficiently. And more important is how to 
make use of all this information to the benefit of the individual, 
institutions and society in general? Every minute one has to make a choice 
between relevant and useful information, from so many trivia floating in 
the flow of information in the world today. What use is all the information 
about the love life of Hollywood film stars or the international jet set to 
anybody else in the world? And yet many publications, tv and radio 
broadcast f i l l their precious pages and broadcast time with this kind of 
news. 

The apprehension of many Third World governments also springs from 
their own apprehension about their own position in their own countries 
Many Third World governments enjoyed initial support from the people 
when their countries attained independence from their former colonial 
masters National freedom is regarded as the golden bridge to improve the 
living conditions of the masses, who lived in poverty under colonial rule, 
and freedom gave promise for a better society based on democracy, human 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



6 
dignity and freedom, social and economic justice, freedom of expression 
amd thought, freedom of assembly and the rule of law. 

However, not all the power elites in the developing countries keep to the 
promise of national freedom The power elites enrich themselves and 
entrench their power They a'so become in many cases corrupt, and keep 
increasing both their power and wealth. In the process they curtail the 
civic rights and freedoms of their people, they manipulate political 
parties which are in the opposition to remain divided and weak, and they 
control the press and and other information and communication media. 

But the more restrictive and oppressive these power elites become, the 
stronger and sharper criticism rises against their abuse of power And as 
the opposition grows in strength, the power elites react stronger They 
also try to hide behind such reasoning as how important it is for the 
economic development of the country to maintain stability, continuity and 
security for both the government and the country as a whole Dissent and 
criticism are dismissed as completely out of place, and press freedom is 
given a new definition. The press is now indeed free, say these power 
elites, but at the same time the press also holds a certain responsibility, 
and both the freedom and responsibility of the press in the developing 
societies are necessarily different from those in the western countries 
While free, the press is also responsible for the maintenance of 
stability,continuity and security of both government and society, which 
will further guarantee the success of development efforts in the country. 

Journalists who refuse to toe this official edict are harassed and 
arrested, or their newspapers are closed down. No criticism of government 
policies and leaders are allowed. In some countries journalists have 
become sufficiently intimidated to practice the most demoralizing act of 
self-censorship. To really ensure the continuity, stability and security of 
the government, the next step is to defuse any political power invested by 
the constitution in such democratic institutions such as the parliament 
and free elections, and the judiciary itself. Genera! elections are held and 
manipulated to perpetuate the rule of the power elite. 

As the press is no longer allowed to reflex the mmany shades of public 
opinion or to report the truth, the government itself becomes the captive 
of \to own secret service and informonto, who underatably prefer mostly 
the "good news". In this kind of process, government leaders slowly 
become isolated from social, economic and political realities. In the name 
of" development", regimes in many developing countries have become 
repressive, oppressive and corrupt, an ironic retrogression for societies, 
which have gained independence from colonial oppression and exploitation. 

Such is the general process- found in many Third World countries, with 
local variations - today - a change ffrom the idealistic and democratic 
stage at the beginning of national independence to authoritarianism,, and 
military or civilian dictatorship. 

These regimes are generally supported by western democratic and 
capitalist countries, including Japan 
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And foreign investors, the transnational companies, are mostly also 
identified by the people with the power elite, and public resentment has 
been aroused by such things as bribery scandals 'arge-scale corruptions, 
ana other abuses of power 

The International environment 

Long before the demands for and debates about a new international 
information order materialized, there had been a runing debate, no less 
controversial about the demands for a new international economic order 
Numerous conferences, seminars, workshops, and studies have been 
organized to debate and look into this problem, so far without real 
success The negotiations between the North and South, in the UNCTAD, and 
other fora, have so far failed to solve what is keenly felt in the Third 
World that the present international economic structure is an unjust 
structure, tilted to favour the interests of the advanced and 
highly-industrialized countries. 

,The general perception in the Third World is that the present 
international economic structure has been the creation of the West, and 
the newly independent nations of the Third World had"been (in the past), 
and are still today, victims of this structure. The repeated failures of the 
UNCTAD and North-South dialogues during the past many years, and the 
negative response shovyn to the Third World's demands for a new 
international economic order only emphasize the unwillingness of the 
richer industrialized countries to cooperate for a new more just and fair 
world 

The present international economic structure has never designed to 
serve the interests of the developing nations, and also no longer deliver 
enough benefits to the industrialized nations, as it has done in the past. 

Recurring worldwide economic recessions, including the one we are now 
in these past two years, and the continued plight of developing countries 
to develop their economy, should open our eyê s to the need to reconsider 
and restudy the present international economic structure. Of this a lot of 
material has been published in the past decade. 

A latest example: the Jenkins bill in the United States congress. Despite 
continuous protests by American government leaders that the US is a 
staunch supporter of the idea of free trade, and the US uses this to 
pressure other countries around the world to open their markets to US 
products, the Jenkins bill won strong support in the US Congress, aimed at 
restricting stextile and ready-made clothing exports to the US from a 
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a number of developing countries. This is stil l the kind of realities we 
sti l l to face in the world today There are big gaps between the rethoric 
and tne realities it is also stil l a most dangerous dangerous world we live 
today, not only caused by tne ever-threatening nuclear holocaust, but also 
by the fact the arms race between the super powers sti l l continues, and 
further more by the fact, that not a single highly industrialized country is 
willing to change its life style (wasteful of natural resources, built-in 
obsolescence in their productive policies), and to maintain this they 
continue to compete for the world's resources and to control markets for 
their own industrial product? 

And no progress has been made to stabilize the price of commodities 
which are mostly produced by the Third World countries 

We can make the conclusion, that during the last decade of debates 
and dialogues, both the national and international environments have not 
been very conducive to both the demands for a new international economic 
order, or for a new international information and communication order 

Where to begin'? 

To preserve a nation's cultural integrity (in the sense I have outlined 
earlier) one must begin at home. Since there could never be a real balanced 
flow of information, what w^ need to do for our societies is to develop 
new capacities in our traditional culture with new vital elements, which 
would make our culture able to develop a new vitality and capacity to 
digest not only concious borrowings from outside cultures, but also to 
digest all the stray Inputs which Inevitably would penetrate Into our 
culture through the present open, free and unbalanced flow of information 
and communication. 

Most of traditional cultures in the developing countries are strong in 
philosophies and the arts, but very weak in science, technology and 
scientific and rational system of thinking. We have to reconsider our 
traditional cultural values about work, time ( in many traditional cultures 
time is regarded as something which wil l last for ever and ever), 
scientific and technological disciplines. Unless we strengthen our culture 
with these new values, our culture would be easily shattered by the 
impact of other cultures outside our own country. 

Already we see how western music, dress, film, tv, advertising, books, 
magazines and newspapers, and consumerism, have been excercising a 
tremendous influence on both old or younger qenerations in many societies 
in the Third World International consumerism which have qrown 
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so pervasively 'n such industrial nations uch as the United States. Western 
Europe and Japan, has become m fact not only the foundation fc the 
economic health of these nigriy industrialized nations, but also fo< the 
world's economy How much automobiles.steel, clothing and other 
consumer goods are sold in the first or second quarter of the year m the 
United States, will affect not only the American economy, but also the 
world's economy With Japan becoming another big consumer nation, tthe 
world's economy and the economies of the Third World has become captive 
of international consumerism. When the market for consumer goods slumps 
in these count ires, the industrialized nations would be buying less tin, 
less rubber, less of other commodities on which many developing countries 
depend for their economic wellbeing 

Not less important is that international consumerism brings wttr-
itself, its own values into other societies. Consumerism means 
competition for control of natural resources and markets, for shaping the 
taste and shape of other nations, for inducing new needs (which do not 
necessarily mean real needs), for an intrusion of alien esthetics, even 
ethics.into other cultures. In this sphere the new technology of 
information and communications can exert a big and negative influence 
upon other cultures, which have not yet developed its own capacity and 
sagacity what to discard and what to adopt, adapt, digest and absorb and 
makes into its own sthe new things and values which flow through the 
consumerism network into one's culture. 

The sad thing is, that thefe is nowhere for any developing nation to turn 
for assistance or help. Every culture must help and save itself No 
sympathy and understanding or help can be expected from the advanced 
highly-industrialized nations. They are at the stage, where they believe 
that to survive, they must pervade the whole earth with more and bigqerr 
consumerism, which means more and more people would "need" their 
industrial products,- and they wil l become stronger and richer. 

Rather than waste our efforts and time to continue to demand for a 
balanced flow of information and communication, I would suggest, as I 
have said; we must begin at home, ln*our own society. 
As in this seminar we would be discussing problems of cultural integrity 

against free and balanced flow of Information, let us see what we 
can do to strengthen our own information and communication system in our 
own society in the Third World. 

In many Third World countries we see how we inherited many structures 
from our colonial past Today in the Third World (with a few 
except ions), the information and communication structure is mostly 
designed as a one way information and communication system The central 
government controls and dominate the system There is very little or no 
opportunity at all for a full participation of the people in a two-way 
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information and communication system. Let me, also at the same time, 
say, that fo me cultural integrity ana free and balanced infocmation and 
communication How are not mutually exclusive, but are essentially parts 
of the same thing 

Because essentially any information and communication system to be 
useful to any society, must serve as the society's nervous system. Like the 
nervous system in a human body, the nervous system of a society carries 
information and communicates the relevant information to where it is 
needed, and bring back data and other information for further evaluation 
and needed action by the various parts of society or members of society 

It is also most essential, that the information and communication 
system should be open and free ( not dominated by the power elite only, or 
any other group in society), and access to it must be made available to all 
members of society A two-way information and communication system 
must be guaranteed at all times 

Only such a free and open system would allow a culture to grow and 
develop, and continually enrich and strengthen itself, correct itself when 
anomalies are detected, adopt, adapt, and digest the inputs from other 
cultures creatively, and make them into an integral part of itself. Only 
such a system gives any measure of chance for any culture to preserve its 
integrity, which always must be a creative integrity, never afraid of 
criticism.change, renewal and development. 

When a nation has developed a self-confidence in its own cultural 
strength and creativity, there is no need to fear a free, balanced or 
unbalanced flow of information and communication. 

It is self-delusion wheprany one think that cultural integrity must mean 
a static situation. Not only is this situation an impossible situation, for 
countries in the Third World, It means suicide. It wi l l mean cultural 
stagnation and backwardness. As Takdir Alisyahbana (today president of 
the University Nasional in Jakarta, but he is also one of the early builders 
of the modern Indonesian language, poet and novelist, philosopher,and many 
other things as well) so often said during cultural debates in Indonesia: 
when we want only to preserve the integrity of our traditional cultures, 
we wil l have culture, which is strong in artistic creativity, but very weak 
in scientific, technological and rational system of thinking, and with the 
challenges all nations face in our world today, the traditional cultures are 
not strong enough to face up to these challenges. He always maintains, 
that we should strengthen our traditional cultures by opening it to valueŝ  
from other cultures, such as science^techncj(wyiratJonal i ty, 
e f f i c i e n c y , e t c l g j ^ 2 — 1 * _ ^ ! ^ ^ i f f a n l w m o r e c r e a t i v e 
culture ""*"" 

Seen from this cultural point of view, we should never fear a free, 
balanced or unbalanced information and communication flow, both inside 
our own society, or at the international level 
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II 

Problem areas 

Rather than worrying about our cultural integrity, I think, we should 
identify certain problem areas which will emerge with the revolution in 
the information and communication technology The marriage of the 
computer and telecommunication gives birth to a new technology, many 
times more powerful, and more pervasive than the old technology. Not only 
is it faster ( it can be as fast as light with the new laser technology), but 
it has also tremendous capacity for information storage and ease of 
retrieval. 

Already in the highly-advanced countries there have so much talk about 
stepping into the future with high technologies (one of which is this 
revolution in the information and communication technology) But not all 
nations are ready for the future. Even when the future is already here, with // 
us today. In some sectors, the highly-industrialized nations might very jl 
well already have entered the future. Many nations in the Third World are / ' 
not ready at all to do so. 

High technologies might very well move the economies of the 
highly-industrialized nations to new heights, and will perhaps also assure fl 
their continued supremacy and power (including military power) in the >l 

world 

One of the problems which will arise from the emergence of the 
revolution in the informatiorvand communications technology, is the \ \ 
greater advantage it giverto the more advanced industrialized societies. I\\ 
can sense its potentialand power not only as an economic weapon, but also 
Its potential for political and military domination of other societies. With 
this new technology they would be able to gather, store, retrieve and / 

f » ( organize information much faster than the countries which are not linked / 
to the system, enabling them to make decisions much faster too. Will it ; / 
further increase the present wide gap between the developed and 
developing countries? This is one problem area. 

A second problem area is at the national level: The possibility of 
increasing the gap between the poweryand rich elite in a developing 
society and the poor masses, especially when the information and 
communication system remains a one-way vertical system. 

Denying accessibility to a wider public to the system will certainly 
widen the gap at the national level, as it will also happen at the 
international level, when poorer countries are refused entry and linking 
with the international network. 

Now we must confront my question at the beginning of this paper - who / 
is to pay for this information and communications accessibility to the / 
poorer nations, and to the poorer groups within countries'? 
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We must start with the clear understanding, that information is a unique 
inexhaustable resource No matter how many people and how many times 
peple use it, it will remain the same both in quality and quantity. Once the 
information is gathered, systematized and stored, it can be retrieved and 
disseminated without any further cost, except for the cost of 
disseminating it. 

As information and communications play a most essential part to keep / 
our culture creative and active, information and communication should be/ 
listed on the most essential list for the^uq^ival of the nation, like food, | 
energy, water, etc At the international information and communication \ 
also play the same role in the life and relations between nations, and the 
linking between the national and international networks are also of great 
importance for the development of a world culture of cooperation, peace 
and mutual understanding between nations 

So both the international and national communities should bear the costs 
for a comprehensive information and communication system, nationally 
and internationally. There already exist a number of agencies and 
institutions which cooperate internationally for an efficient information 
and communication system. Might it be possible to enhance their task and 
responsibilities so that they can cooperate to develop this kind of system 
for all nations/rich and poor, and each nation to pay according to its 
ability to do so? The richer pay more, and the poor much less? 

Would we need to create a new United Nations international agency to 
operate this system? A number of international agencies have worked very 
well, and efficiently enough, like the international and national postal 
systems, the international telephone and telex systems. Working with 
satellites and earth stations, hooked to the already existing international 
telephone and telex communication systems, I would suggest, that given 
the presence of a political will among the nations in the world, it would be 
possible to create such a comprehensive information and communication 

(;? network 
The richer nations should contribute their first expenses in collecting, 

organizing and storing the information, and charge only a nominal cost for 
its use, while dissemination costs for the developing countries should also 
be given a favourable rate. 

A deeper study into this costing problem should of course be undertaken, 
to see how viable such a proposition is. 

There is a strong international sentiment to help the developing 
countries with food when famine strikes anywhere in the world. 
Information is no less essential for the welbeing, welfare and 
development of a nation, and the same sense of value should also be 
applied to this very special commodity 

There are other problem areas I can see. While I am preoccupied with the 
equity problem between the rich and poor nations, and between the power 
and rich elites with the poor masses within nations, in the more advanced 
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industrial societies the main worry is about security of the system. How 
to protect privacy, and how to prevent computer crimes'? 

On the other hand, when we look, at the present structure and system of 
information and communication systems around the world one would he 
daunted as to how more equity at the international level could be brought 
about The issue of telecommunication deregulation, which has been 
started in the united States, and being followed by England, and perhaps 
soon to be followedby Japan and maybe also by other countries, has 
introducea a new dimension to the already most complex problem One of 
the aims of deregulation is to introduce competition, to offer multiple 
choices, and hopefully through competition the cost would also be further 
reduced to the users The issue become even more complex, when we 
consider the importance played by satellites in both the internationa! and 
national network Satellites are politically most sensitive, not only as to 
its geographical location (owned by one country, and yet hovering above 
other nat'ons), but also by concern about its transborder spill-overs This 
is where many developing countries feel very sensitive about, and which 
arises fears of intrusions and threat to their cultural integriy 
Whether when several international transmission systems compete 

against each other, quality of information contents would improve, and 
cost-effectiveness would benefit users, sti l l remain to be seen At this 
point in time, I feel it would be very difficult to see what will happen in 
this respect, when for example other companies will be competing with 
Intelsat, which occupies such a very dominant position so far. In Europe it 
is reported that commercial/ompanies are proposing a competition to 
Eutelsat, not only for a Pan-European broadcasting netwi#,but also for 
telecommunication services. 

A latest technological development, which might be of significance to 
the developing countries is what is called" small earth stations" or 
micro-terminals (about 75 cm in size), and capable of receiving data 
between 1.2 and 128 kilobytes per second, and priced quite reasonable at ' 
US$2,500-

I strongly feel, a competent study into cost-effectiveness, and such 
things as control, ownership, etc. should be undertaken, before we can 
really seriously sit down and talk about an integral international 
information and communication network.. 
Again at this point in time, I do not see that an agreement on equity and 

sharing in the information and communications structure in the world 
would be easy to reach. In fact, it would be most difficult, perhap, even 
impossible for a long time to come %\op" 

But this ofcourse should not mean, that we should/thinking about it, and 
stop trying to develop a strong concept for its realization in the future 

In the meantime, at the present rate of innovative development of the 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



information and communication technology, dissemination control by 
owners of networks is easily breached Tapping and multiplication of 
contents are easily done for further dissemination and sale Piracy has 
become a daily word in the computer, video and music cassette' business 

Much efforts have beer spent to combar it, but this kind of piracy sun 
continues today all arouno the world, whether for commenca! profit, or by 
individuals for their own personal benefit, not necessarily commercial 

This fact should really convince network owners that it is to their 
advantage to come to an arrangement of sharing at a reasonable price with 
users around the world 

Conclusions and recommendations 

information by itself alone, is unorganized data, and to be useful it 
should be analyzed, systematized, to become knowledge, and can function 
as a resource to gain more knowlege or develop science, or gain power and 
wealth, or both 

What a nation or individual will do with information colleccted, depend 
on their own cultural capabilities to analyze, systematize and organize 
and also to digest the information., and use it to achieve the goals they 
want to pursue, political, economical, social or military. 

Many cultures in the Third World still lack the capacity to digest 
information, which they might be able t collect -

Therefore for information to be useful, every nation in the Third World 
should strengthen and make their culture dynamic and creative. How to 
achieve this? s 

_ Every nation should carefully identify those positive values in their 
traditional culture, which are still working with great vitality, or have 
been lost, or are losing their vitality for various reasons In the last two 
events, careful I study must be made why these values have been lost, or 
why are they losing their vitality? What are these positive values in our 
traditional culture we cherish? We can start with the warm and still close 
family relations, the extended family system, our social cohesion ( in 
multi-ethnic socieites, we should learn how to develop this sense social 
cohesion to include all ethnic groups) We should learn again from the 
social and human values in our villages, where survival of the community 
depends very much on this kind of family and social cohesion and 
cooperation 
- Our cultural traditions have been strong in artistic expressions, but very 
weak in science,technology and rational thinking. To develop cultural 
resillience to face the continued pressures and penetrations of foreign 
cultures, we should develop our cultural capacity to adopt, adapt, and 
digest modern science, technology and the capacity for rational thinking, 
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so that they become living elements in our culture This way we would be 
able to maintain and develop our cultural creativity and we need not f'eai 
any foreiqn cultural domination through the present existing intei nationa-
^etwon ot information at'Q (.ornmunicar"or 

- As long as the -nternational community st>H fails to agree on a more 
just international economic order, there would be no chance for an 
international new information order to come about The two are closely 
Mnked together, and are mutually reinforcing The international old 
economic order needs the international old information and communication 
order, and vice versa 

-This should not mean, that we should just sit down and do nothma On the 
other nand. we should work harder, ano think harder, and none our 
perceptions and concept about what the new information order should be 
and how it should work to the benefit of all 

-We must further realize that the world is stil l a very hard world, where 
the powerful continue to try to maintain their advantages versus the less 
powerful countries, and perpetuate their leading positions, economically 
politically and militarily 

- We should start at home, with equity, socialy, economically and 
politically, and also in the information and communication sector of our 
society We should establish and stregnthen more horizontal information 
and communication systems.-^pening the widest possible access to all 
groups in our society 

- When we are to do this, then and then only, would our claim for equity in 
the international community gain stronger validity 

- And most important, we should develop a most viable education, able to 
educate our young generation in modern science and technology, but at the 
same time are stil l imbued with the positive values in our cultural 
traditions 
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