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M©®1UEM§ IFACIB© BY 

WOMEN IN THIS M1SDHA 

Social Attitudes and Tradition 

• There is growing awareness of women's rights, but society 
remains oppressive 

• Constitutional and legal equality has not translated into practical 
life 

«, Society is conservative and has not accepted the idea of women as 
possessing equal skills, abilities and potentials 

• The view prevails that feminity connotes physical and mental 
weakness 

« Women are not considered ambitious and it is felt that they 
should be oriented toward the family 

• Women are considered weak in logic, analysis, knowledge and 
understanding. They can't execute difficult, complicated and 
investigative assignments 

Women and Development 

9 Literacy has grown, but not as rapidly for women, especially in 
rural areas 

« Westernization has created some openings for women, but only in 
secretarial-type roles 
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Structural Problems 

t While the number of women in journalism education has grown 
and is in some cases even greater than men, many of them do not 
enter a journalism career. Some women intend to study but not 
pursue the profession 

• Male dominance and chauvinism 

• Women have to work harder than males to prove themselves 

s> Societal and family demands limits their work and thereby 
promotion avenues 

« Often forced to study in women's colleges and therefore are unable 
to build circle of contacts (India) 

s Retire five years earlier than males (China) 

« Journalism is not considered a respected profession and is a 
dumping ground. 

• The societal expectation of women as conservative, modest, prim 
and proper, limits their information gathering capabilities and 
denies them good stories 

& Many women journalists are young and do not possess much 
experience and did not go to journalism school (Philippines) 

• Because they are denied support, some lose confidence and 
enthusiasm 

Attitude Towards Women Journalists 

• It is a nontraditional and abnormal field for women 

• Women are not tough enough for the profession 

» Women are acceptable in subordinate positions, but not in senior 
positions. Even in Malaysia and Singapore they are not to be 
found at the senior-most managerial level. 
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Specific Problems 

• Editors believe that women cannot: 
- Work alone 
- Work at night 
- Ride motorbikes 
- Go to remote places 
- Cover violent activity 

» Women are limited to soft beats, like women's issues, cooking, 
beauty, etc, but not politics, industry, etc. 

• While there is no deliberate bar, but several imagined or real 
prejudices persist, including: 
- they can't be sent on overseas or "dangerous" assignments for 
their safety; 
- they are not physically hardy and are unwilling to work long 
hours; 

- - they give priority to family and home; 
- they are tempramental and not boss material 
- they are not mobile, especially those with children. 
- Rough jobs not for them 
- women are frail; some editors feel they are actually doing them a 
favor by protecting them. 
- they are emotional and can not be objective 

« Sources are sometimes not as forthcoming with women 
journalists and touch on lighter issues with them 

• They are viewed as having limited utility, even if they are capable, 
as their efficiency and effectiveness is compromised because they: 
- are unwilling to work late and be transferred 
- cannot work night shifts. 
- their productivity decreases after marriage and children 
- they are unable to cultivate sources because of societal taboos 
- they place family above profession 
- their mobility is restricted because of children 
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Positive Trends 

* The number of women journalists is growing. There are a few 
women editors in India and one in Nepal. 25 newspapers (6% of 
total) in Nepal are registered in the names of women. 
[There are distinctions between metro and rural newspapers and 
states that are more progressive and those more orthodox (India)] 

a They do not face any overt handicaps in Singapore, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

• They have won prestigious awards and are entrenched in the 
profession. In Malaysia they hold chief sub editor jobs. In the 
Philippines a woman is president of the defense press corps and 
two television women covered the siege on Camp Cawa-Cawa in 
Southern Philipines. But no country has a woman chief editor or 
president of national press club. 

Women-Generated Problems 

• Some lack initiative 

• Some are verly dependent upon editors 

• Some treat the profession as a 9 to 5 job and are unwilling to work 
odd hours. 

• Some treat profession as a stepping stone to public relations jobs 

Some want special treatment such as exemptions from difficult 
assignments on grounds of their feminity 

• Some are not devoted enough to their profession 

c- Some consider themselves inferior, limiting their independence 
and talents, but also reconfirming the stereotypes 
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Proposals For Action 

• Shortcomings and restraints are both real and imaginary 

t Time management courses and self-confidence and motivational 
courses 

• Rebut issues of safety and women's tempramental nature as 
having no basis in fact 

• Family support 

• Should feel pride in their role as wives, mothers and journalists 

• Unite among themselves and with their male counterparts 

• Use mass media to expose inequities and create a mental 
revolution in society 

• Compensate for their limitations in other areas 

• Work for weeklies and monthlies to overcome deadline handicap 

• Identify their strengths in different areas of journalism 
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