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TRAIN DOCTORS IN COMMUNICATION, MEDIA IN HEALTH, SAYS SEMINAR 

A three-day seminar on Media and Child/Family Health in Singapore 

attracted over 30 health specialists and media experts, mainly 

from Asean countries. The seminar was jointly sponsored by the 

International Children's Centre, Paris, the International Union 

of Family Organisations (IUFO) and the Asian Mass Communication 

Research and Information Centre (AMIC). Representatives of the 

I 
World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children's 

Fund (UNICEF), and the Commonwealth Association for Mental 

Handicap and Development Disabilities (CAMHADD) also took part in 

the deliberations. 

Inaugurating the seminar, Dr. Dixie Tan, MP, stressed the need 

for media audiences to be selective and to remember that 

"whatever is presented, in whatever fashion is the viewpoint of 

one party". This is a necessary skill to impart to children 

also, she said. 

Dr. S.T. Han, Director of the World Health Org an i 2a t ion's 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific, who delivered the 

keynote address, stressed the need to educate media in health. 

He proposed "regular training session workshops in health for 

news editors, copy writers, television programmers, commentators 

or radio announcers". He also expressed his dismay at the "undue 

accent" on cigarette and alcohol advertisements, especially those 

directed at youth. 

- contd. -
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The principal topics discussed at the seminar were: 

* The problems of the handicapped; 

* Child health education and the media; 

* Maternal mortality in Southeast Asia and the educative role 

of the media; and 

* effects of media on children, youth and families: cultural, 

social and psychological aspects. 

Working groups which specified areas for further action made 

several reconroendations. Among these were: 

* Guidelines should be provided to the media for reporting 

stories on the handicapped. 

* A meeting should be held of Asean non-government 

organisations engaged in health activities to formulate 

suggestions for improving media coverage by involving media 

practitioners in planning programmes, including publicity. 

* The support of broadcasting training insitutions in Asean 

should be enlisted to ensure that the handicapped are not 

portrayed as objects of ridicule by the broadcast media and 

the cinema. 

* A campaign should be launched to educate the public, 

including motorists, bus drivers and the police, on the 

special needs of the disabled. 
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* Doctors should be given training in mass communication, 

while a minimum core information should be provided to 

media. The health sector should initiate a dialogue for 

this purpose. 

* Adequate research is necessary in designing and implementing 

health programmes to ensure that they are culturally 

acceptable, easily understood, motivating and effective. 

! 

* Research on the effects of media on children, youth and 

families should be encouraged and supported for each of the 

Asean countries. 

* A national council should be set up in each country to 

evaluate and monitor the adverse effects of mass media, 

especially television; to conduct research on the impact of 

certain programmes and to create awareness among key workers 

in the mass media industry with regard to the negative 

impact created. 

Participants noted that 1989 was a significant year as it marked 

the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the 

Child as well as the tenth anniversary of the International Year 

of the Child. 

It was agreed that the ICC and AMIC should initiate action in 

collaboration with international and regional agencies to 

implement the recommendations of the seminar. 

* * * * * 
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