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! Position of filmstrips in Indonesia 
\ 

Filmstrips are not common in Indonesia. They were intro*» 
duced here in the first half of the 1960s by FAO and other inter
national agencies. However, because of lack of equipment, expertise 
and budget, the Indonesian Government, particularly the Ministry of 
Agriculture, was unable to reproduce existing filmstrips or make new 
ones. At present, most of the filmstrips stored in the Ministry's 
offices in Jakarta are no longer in good condition. 

Film slides versus filmstrips 

Instead of filmstrips, the Ministry of Agriculture is using 
film slides for a number of purposes. 

Film slides are easy to make and needs only one studio pro
cessing* It is not expensive. One frame can be produced at a 
minimum of Rp *K)0 or US$ 0.6*f. 

The Directorate of Public Information, for example, during 
the last fiscal year of 1978-1979. earmarked Rp 8 million (US$12,800) 
for film slide making. Based on a nation wide scale, it will only 
cost the Government approximately 27 x Rp 'tOO - Rp 10,800 or 
US$ 17.28 to produce copies of one master negative for consumption 
in Indonesia's 27 provinces. 

Film slides can be made in a number of laboratories in 
Jakarta and other major cities in the Republic. There is no diffi
culty in getting equipment for the djveloping and printing of slides. 

Filmstrips, on the other hand, are not easy to develop 
and print. There are practically no laboratories specialising in 
the making of filmstrips. In other words, the filmstrip business 
is not yet a lucrative one in Indonesia. 
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Indonesia is composed of more than 13,000 islands. Cultures, 
tradition and customs differ from place to place. Subsequently, 
information and instructional campaigns must make use of slightly 
different systems that can best serve each area. 

Film slides can be adapted to conditions in each area. The 
film slide system is considered effective and flexible. 

The number of film slides brought for projection in a parti
cular area can be reduced or increased at will. This cannot be 
done in the case of filmstrips because each strip has a fixed number 
of pictures. True, we can skip unwanted pictures but we cannot add 
wanted ones. 

In case a slide projector cannot operate automatically, it 
can be manipulated manually. 

Advantages of f:l Ins trips 

The advantages of film slides over filmstrips, however, do 
not mean that filmstrips are worthless and inefficient. On the con
trary, given the equipment, expertise and budget, filmstrips are 
easy to produce, and not expensive. 

For information or instructional programmes of a standard 
nature, filmstrips are highly effective. This is the comment of an 
official of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

In this case, there is no need to increase or reduce the 
number of pictures in a filmstrip. 

Filmstrips, for example, can be used by officials in charge 
of Bimas (mass guidance or extension) padi planting throughout 
Indonesia. At present there are some 10,000 PPSs or specialist 
agricultural information officers. Now, these officers can make 
effective use of filmstrips to instruct PPMs or intermediate agri
cultural infornr.t:'.or> officers and, in turn, PPMs can make similar 
use of filmstrips to instruct PPLs or field agricultural informa
tion officers. 
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At this time, agricultural information campaigns are in 
full swing in 13 of Indonesia's 27 provinces. During Repelita III 
(third five year development plan starting April 1, 1979)» the 
campaigns are expected to be extended to cover 25 - 27 provinces. 

The use of filmstrips for standard instructional programmes 
among Bimas officials alone will undeniably have a tremendous 
impact, particularly on efforts aimed at boosting the nation's 
rice and second crops production. 

The filmstrip method is similarly effective when applied 
by Bimas officials in the fields of poultry and cattle farming 
and fish breeding. 

What Indonesia needs is the expertise, equipment and budget 
for filmstrip making. Once the filmstrip business is blooming 
in the country, the problem is solved. 
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