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AMIC-CSD-WACC Seminar on 

THE COMMUNICATION REVOLUTION IN ASIA 

New Delhi, 21-23 August 1986 

/ REMARKS 

/ \ Julio LABASTIDA Martin del Campo 
Assistant Director-General for 

The Sector of Social and Human Sciences 

It gives me great pleasure to bring to you:the greetings and the 

best wishes from the Director-General of Unesco, Mr Amadou Mahta M'Bow. 

My colleagues in the Communication Sector are ^ery pleased to learn 

about this Seminar. The organizers of the Seminar deserve appreciation 

for the initiative they have taken to convene this gathering to discuss 

one of the important issues of our time, namely Communication Revolution. 

I need not tell this audience about Unesco's deep interest in the 

field of Communication, and about the work it is doing to promote free 

flow of information and move in the direction of a New World Information 

Order. Guided by the decisions of the General Conference, Unesco set 

up an International Commission for the Study of Communication Problems 

under the Presidentship of Sean MacBride. The Report of the Commission 

was published by Unesco in 1980 under the title Many voices, one world. 

This publication, in its several translations, has become the most 

important reference book and has generated a worldwide debate on issues 

and problems related to Communication. This book is the first of its 

kind to make an objective appraisal of the existing patterns of 

communication both within and between the nations. It highlighted the 

prevailing imbalances in the flow of information, and emphasized the need to 

correct these to promote better international understanding. 

/I may say 
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I may say that Unesco's constitution enjoins the Organization to 

carry out work in the area of communication. The Constitution of Unesco 

calls for "the unrestricted pursuit of objective truth and the free 

exchange of ideas and knowledge", and "to increase the means of 

communication between the peoples". 

It is true that there has been dramatic expansion of communication 

resources and possibilities. Mass media have extended their reach to 

more and more people and in different areas, and the revolutionary changes 

in communication technology are going to further change the communication 

profiles of the countries — both developed and the developing. This is 

all very encouraging, as it gives hope for better-communication. But 

we should at the same be cautious about the possible negative consequences 

of the new technology. As the MacBride report says: 

"Everything will depend on the use made of the new 

resources ... Communication can he an instrument 

of power, a revolutionary weapon, a commercial 

product, or a means of education; it can serve the 

ends of either liberation or oppression, of either 

the growth of the individual personality or the 

drilling of human beings into uniformity " 

These considerations have special relevance in the context of Asia 

which has nearly two-third of the world's population, and presents a 

picture of rich and varied cultural heritage, a heterogeneity of political 

systems, and of societies at different levels of economic development. 

Despite all the developments in communications technology, it is only 

the battery operated transistor radio which has been able to reach large 

audiences; but even in case of radio there is no total coverage. Many 

families still do not possess a radio, and several developing countries 

still experience shortage of trained broadcasting staff. The continuing 

illiteracy makes the reach of print media limited. Similarly, a new 

/technological 
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technological breakthrough is needed to produce cheaper battery operated 

television sets to enable the poor to use that medium. In regard to 

communication, the question is not only of imbalances between the 

countries of the North and the South. There are gross imbalances within 

each individual country that belongs to the South. As long as such 

imbalances remain, the fruits of revolution in communication will not 

reach the masses. 

I am sure the scholars gathered here are familiar with this problem, 

and will devote their time and attention during the seminar to find 

ways to resolve it so that communication revolution can be brought to 

Asia. 

We in Unesco will be looking forward to the outcome of this Seminar. 

I wish you all success in your deliberations. 
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