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Profile 

The Department of Journalism and the Mass Communications 
Centre began operations in September 1965* 

They are assisted by an Advisory Committee on Journalism 
Education and Communications Research in assessing the 
needs of Hongkong an<^ Asian community as to training and 
research in journalism, in exploring the most effective 
ways of fulfilling these needs and in securing the 
cooperation of the community. 

Through the years continuous efforts have been made to 
refine the journalism program. In such efforts a Board of 
Studies in Journalism is available to the department and 
the centre for consulation and advice. 

In February revisions were proposed to make the program 
more practical and flexible. Beginning September, students 
have been having more writing, more news translation and 
more editing. 

The Department of Journalism from the beginning has been 
highly selective in admissions. A screening board was 
formed in 1965. That year 150 students from the three 
foundation colleges applied. Six were chosen, with several 
others permitted to take journalism courses as their minor 
subjects. 

The journalism program starts at the junior level and 
requires students to take two-thirds of their university 
course work in humanities and social sciences. 

The present enrollment is 10 juniors and 8 seniors. 
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After their junior year the students take a 10-week 
summer internship program to learn the editorial as well 
as the business side of the newspaper business. 

The following organizations, among others, are involved 
in the program: the Hongkong Standard. South China Morning 
Post, Sing Tao Jjh Poh. Wah Kj u Jjh Poh. KUng Sheung Daily 
News, the Government Information Services, Radio Hong Kong, 
and Commercial Radio. 

As further indication of the local papers' interest in 
and support for journalism education, 12 scholarships have 
been set up for journalism students, four each from Sing 
Tao. Wah Kj u. and the Morning Post. 

The students run a weekly experimental paper, alternately 
in Chinese and English. They also publish The Journalism 
World, a compilation of research papers by senior students. 
Other publications appear, as the occasion demands. 

A Journalism Society, founded by students in 19651 sponsors 
activities such as group discussions, field trips, and 
lectures. 

The Department of Journalism and the Mass Communications 
Centre, temporarily located on the sixth and seventh floor 
of On Lee Building, 5^5 Nathan Road, Kowloon, are scheduled 
to move to the University campus in Shatin in 1972. 

In On Lee Building there are a reporting workshop equipped 
with a UPI teleprinter, a photography laboratory, and a 
modest collection of journalism and related books. Newspaper 
clippings, kept up since 1965* form a reference file for 
students working on various assignments. 

The Chair of the Mass Communications Centre has always been 
held by a visiting professor from the United States. Since 
1965, there have been six such professors. 

There are three full-time teachers. Both the director of the 
centre and the chairman of the department are carrying a 
full-time teaching load. There are four part-time teachers. 
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Program 

*history and principles of journalism 2 
•"reporting (Chinese and English) 3 
news translation 2 
"principles of advertising 3 
pictorial journalism 2 
two minors _6_ 

18 

"history and principles of journalism 2 
news translation 2 
*news editing (Chinese and English) 5 
"reporting (Chinese and English) 3 
two minors 6 

summer internship 
guest-lecturers 

18 

"advanced reporting (Chinese and/or English) k 
"comparative journalism 3 
"law of journalism 2 
"research methods 2 
two minors 6 

17 

editorial writing (Chinese and/or English) 3 
public opinion 2 
magazine writing and editing (Chinese 

and/or English) 3 
special studies (students pick their own 

projects and advisers) 2 

15 

Total credits: 68 

"core courses 
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Research 

The department and the centre have been handicapped by 
insufficient funds and personnel to carry out large-scale 
research projects. Projects, completed so far, include 
the following: 

1. A study of job opportunities in Hongkong. 
2. Effects of hand composition on Chinese-language 

publishing process and suggestions for its 
improvement. 

3. Characteristics of Chinese newspapers in Hongkong. 
k. Communication patterns in Hongkong. 
5. Reading patterns of high school and college students 

in Hongkong. 
6. A 10-year development program of the centre and the 

department. 
7. A style book for the department of journalism. 
8. Drama reform in Mainland China, 19^2-67. 

Under/way are the following projects* 

1. To compile articles from various sources on Chinese 
journalism. 

2. To approach journalists and journalism teachers to 
write reminiscences and memoirs. 

3. To do a case book on the legal aspects of the press 
in Hongkong. 

k. To stady Mainland China's film industry during the 
last 20 years. 

5. To analyze the content of three papers - one each 
from Mainland China, Taiwan and Hongkong - to see 
how news is treated and interpreted differently. 
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The Press 

China Mail. l8*+5, 1st English-language daily in Hongkong. 
Chung Ngoj San Pp. I858, 1st Chinese daily, Chinese edition 

of Mail. 264 registered periodials and publications 
by end of 1970. 66 of these are Chinese dailies; k 
English dailies - with total circulation of V/z 
millions. 

Advertising volume 
Newsprint consumption 
Ordinance on Control of Publications Consolidation: registration 

of papers, and deposits; printing presses and distributors 
licensed. 

Journalism Education 

Mass Communications Centre and Journalism Department of 
Chinese University of Hongkong, started in 1965: 

%ole emphasis on press. T^o-year program. 18 
students. 

Baptist College Communication Program, started in 1967: 

Press; radio, T.V. & film; advertising & PP., 
Four-year program. 270 students. 

Chu Hai College Journalism Program, started in 1968: 
Whole emphasis on press. Four-year program. Day and 
evening courses. About 130 students. 

Far East College Journalism Program, started in 1953: 

Whole emphasis on press. Four-year program. Day and 
evening courses. 20 students. 

Great Union College, started in 1956: Whole emphasis on 
press. Four-year program. Evening courses. lh students. 

Research 

1. Technological 
2. Language 
3. Sociological 
k. Historical 
5. Legal 
6. Mainland China 
7. Comparative Study 

Televisions 

Rediffusion started 1957 with 28 hours of TV weekly to 
63,000 viewers. 

HK TV Broadcasts (HK-TVB) started 1967 - wireless service. 
RTV and TVB producing 310 hours of TV weekly to over 2 

million viewers by end of 1970. Rediffusion transmitted 
150 hours; TVB 160. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



RTV relays ^05-line, two-channel service, one in English 
and one in Chinese. 19 studios, 9 TV studios, 8 audio 
studios and 2 dubbing suites. 

TVB broadcasts two wireless channels, the Jade (Chinese 
and the Pearl (English), employs UHF, 625 line DAL 
colour system. 9 auxiliary transmitters in colony. 

TV Authority, TV Advisory Board. 

Sound Broadcasting 

3 organizations (l government and 2 commercial) producing 
8 sound channels: 2 English, 1 background music, and 
5 Chinese. Estimated 1$ million radio receivers in 
use in colony. 

Radio HK? Government, carries no advertising. Separate 
Chinese and English program services on AM and EM. 
FM/AM split confined only to evening hours from 8.28 pra 
to 11.15 pm. 

Commercial Radio J 2 Chinese program services and 1 English 
on AM. 

Rediffusion wired sound service has Gold^and Silver networks. 
40,000 l»udspeakers connected to this service by end of 
1970. 

Film Industry 

Shaw Brothers and Cathay, main producers, control bulk of 
28 shooting stages. Average mandarin film costs about 
$900,000; Cantonese black-and white production about 
3400,000. 

105 cinemas in colony with seating capacity of 120,365. 
Film censorship: panel of censors. Total of 6583 films 

submitted for censorship in 1970, including l*+7 local 
productions. 

Government Information Services 

Department, having three sections, linked by teleprinters 
to 66 newspapers, news agencies, broadcasting and TV 
stations, and City District Offices. 

News Section puts out 18 radio news bulletins in English and 
Chinese Daily, from 2-minute summaries to 10-minute 
bulletins. Press news and press inquiries 2k hours 
a day. 

PR Section puts out Hongkong News Digest, films, tapes, etc. 
Technical Services Section produces feature articles, photos, 

newsreels, bulletins and posters. Monthly film 
Hongkong Today. Mobile cinema. 
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