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A M I C SEMINAR O N "PRIORITIES I N C O M M U N I C A T I O N S RESEARCH I N ASIA' 
SINGAPORE, 1 7 - 2 1 MAY 1982 

ADDRESS BY SARATH A M U N U G A M A , SECRETARY-GENERAL, A M I C • 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Participants, Observers and Guests, 

It is my pr iv i lege , as Secretary-General of A M I C , to welcome you this morning to 
the inauguration of our Seminar on "Priorities in Communications Research in As ia " . 
It is the first international seminar organised by AMIC this year and I am most happy 
that we could begin by hosting a gathering of eminent communications scholars, 
policymakers and representatives of International Agencies such as we have here today. 
This is a very important meeting in the f ie ld of communications. It would suffice to say 
that this seminar is, to my mind, the academic equivalent of the Asian Intergovernmen
tal meeting of Information Ministers and off ic ials organised by UNESCO and held in 
Kuala Lumpur In 1980. I make that claim f irst, as a recognit ion of the cal ibre of 
persons assembled in this ha l l . But I say it also to underline the importance of this 
meeting. The conclusions of the Kuala Lumpur meeting, being of necessity a meeting 
at a po l i t i ca l l eve l , has to be supplemented by the experiences and findings of 
communications scholars and practit ioners. This is best done perhaps by a Non-Govern 
mental Organisat ion, and I am glad indeed that A M I C , being the strongest N G O in 
the f ie ld of communications in Asia, has been able to take the i n i t i a t i ve . In this way 
we w i l l be able to add another dimension, a new perspective, to the efforts of UNESCO 
and the Governmental agencies of our region. 

Whi le welcoming and thanking the participants - a l l of whom are good friends of AMIC -
I am sure you w i l l jo in me in saying a special word of thanks to our main speaker, 
Dr. Glor ia Fel ic iano. Inspite of her many duties involving a long absence from the 
Philippines, she very graciously agreed to write the main paper and part ic ipate in this 
seminar. O f course we at AMIC only expect this of her as she is a founder member and 
a guiding spir i t of our Centre. But I l i ke , on this occasion, to pay Dr. Feliciano this 
sincere t r ibu te . 

I would l ike also to welcome Mr . S .M . A l i , UNESCO Regional Adviser on Communica
t ions, Mr . R. Balakrishnan, Director, A lBDand Mr. Brajesh Bhatia of AIBD to ti.is 
meeting and thank them for the very prompt and helpful response to our inv i ta t ion. 
They may be international c i v i l servants, but they are also specialists in their own 
fields of communication. We welcome them and look forward to their par t ic ipat ion, 
not only in their o f f i c ia l capacities but as professionals and respected friends of A M I C . 

- contd. -
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A word of welcome next to our distinguished guest, the Hon. Lee Khoon Choy, 
Senior Minister of State in the of f ice of the Prime Minister. Ambassador Lee 
consented, at very short not ice , to be wi th us at A M I C and we are indeed grateful 
that we have the support and guidance of this distinguished wri ter and Minister, 
we count on him as a valued and respected fr iend of A M I C . 

Though many of you are o ld friends and need no introduction to the act iv i t ies of A M I C , 
i t is my duty on this occasion to say a few words about our organisation. AMIC is an 
independent private foundation assisted by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stif tung of the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the Government of the Republic of Singapore. We also have 
inst i tut ional links w i th the region and have signed agreements during the last few years 
w i th the Governments of Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. AMIC has N G O status wi th 
UNESCO. Since our inception in 1971, we have been primari ly a documentation, 
research, and training Centre - in that order. We also have an extensive publications 
programme. Since our primary focus is on documentation and research we look on 
Conferences, seminars and workshops as the means of gathering information, defining 
and refining such information and f ina l ly disseminating such information. • 

Our strength lies, I think in our membership. We have 540 committed, dues paying 
indiv idual members and 68 inst i tut ional members. This broad base gives AMIC a 
representative character in the f i e ld of communications in Asia which cannot be 
claimed by any other inst i tu t ion. This broad-basing of membership, linkages wi th a 
number of media organisations in the region and outside and our Non-Governmental 
Organisation status enables us to be independent, to step back and look at the f ie ld 
of communications in a rational and sc ient i f ic way. We can provide an 'al ternative 
v i e w ' , examine other developmental al ternat ives. We can also, hopeful ly, take a 
more object ive and cr i t i ca l v iew of developments in the media f i e l d . Today, when 
countries in the Asia-Paci f ic region are not only investing large sums of money on 
media, part icularly Technology, but also investing their hopes and aspirations for 
the future, on the capabi l i ty of media to del iver the goods, such as analyt ica l and 
comparative approach is a l l the more necessary. So we hove an important role to 
play in Asia. And we w i l l play i t . 

It is in that context that AMIC decided to hold a seminar on "Research Priorities 
in Communications". The exponential development of communications hardware is 
nowhere matched by our understanding of the social and psychological consequences 
of such development. We need to know more about the production of media messages, 
the ways used to transmit these messages - 'the delivery systems' - and also to 
evaluate their effectiveness. But this classical model is not adequate. It is singularly 
el i t ist and encompasses what may be ca l led the manipulative approach to media. We 
in Asia part icular ly, I th ink, need to look at the problem more through the eyes of 
the recipients of the message, and less through those of the 'media merchants'. But 
these are matters that we are going to talk about in the next few days, and I do not 
want to jump the gun. 
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A t any rate we should try at this meeting to work out a framework wi th in which we 
could locate the different items of research on media, that are going on a l l around 
us in the reg ion . Social scientists in this assembly need not be reminded of the need 
for the consolidation of research. Without such consolidation and what Robert Merton 
ca l led "Theories of the middle range" i t is an idle exercise to speculate on Grand 
Theory. Research is by its nature accretional in character. Every new researcher 
need not reinvent the wheel. We bui ld on the inte l lectual work of our predecessors. 
As the famous philosopher Whitehead said, " I f we appear to be t a l l , i t is only because 
we stand on the shoulders of g iants" . 

Before I conclude my remarks, may I thank Mr. Roy Dan ie l , our Chairman for being 
w i t h us today and for a l l the support and encouragement given to us in organising this 
seminar. I wish to also thank the staff of AMIC for their spir i t of cooperation and 
f r iendly service. Lastly, I am grateful to Survey Research Singapore, for responding 
so k ind ly to our invi tat ion to make a presentation of their operations and techniques 
and for their offer to host the participants and observers at the Tanglin Club on 
Wednesday. Once again, welcome to Singapore and welcome to A M I C . Thank you . 
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