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OPENING REMARKS BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA, 

MR SEAN BRADY) ON "TRAINING NEEDS IN THE USE OF MEDIA ON 

DISTANCE EDUCATION IN ASIA" 

Good morning. I would like to thank the Secretary General, Mr 

Vijay Menon, for his kind invitation to open this seminar. One of my colleagues 

suggested to me that I adopt one of the distance educational techniques - namely 

to pre-record my message on video tape so that it could be played in my absence 

- but I pointed out to him that 9:00 am is not early for me, so I could make 

it here without undue effort. 

More seriously, distance education is an area that has been of interest 

to me for some time, as it combines the techniques of learning with the art 

of communication in order to be materially effective. My interest stems from 

the communications side of the equation as my recent background gave me 

some insight into the challenges that communicating through various media 

present. Until my appointment to Singapore, I was the official spokesman 

for our Foreign Minister in the Department of External Affairs in Ottawa. 

In that capacity I saw how vital it was to have competent training in and 

familiarity with the media if a message was to be effectively conveyed. I 

was exposed, for example, to the special demands that the electronic media 
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make in comparison with the print and the differences between radio and 

television. I saw how the well-meaning could fail while the less deserving 

succeed because of the special demands of the media or because the individuals 

concerned did not understand the medium. Now the substance is more related 

to policy and politics than to education but the lessons are similar. If 

educational objectives are to be attained, then the techniques and the technology 

of the media must be well understood. This is presumably the case with distance 

education where the effectiveness of the learning depends on the clear 

understanding of the vicissitudes of the medium, whether the mode be print, 

audio or visual. This is why your work is so important. The skills are not innate 

but learned and therefore must be acquired through efficient training programs. 

In addition to the special demands placed on distant educationalists 

by the nature of their craft, experts have also had to face social and systemic 

prejudices. The importance of education was identified early as crucial for 

the development of the individual and the nation. Virtually every system, 

every policy maker and every educationalist stressed it as a corner stone to 

development. However, the corollary to make that education accessible 

was not. This gap between recognition of the fundamental importance of 

education and the need to make it accessible remained long after the technical 

barriers had begun to come down. 

Educational authorities, so often innovative in their attitudes, 
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remained extraordinarily orthodox in being wedded to the concept that learning 

can only occur if the teacher and pupil were located in the same spot. Unless 

this relationship was present, so the argument went, the value of the education 

or the learning experience was open to question. 

The barriers have slowly been breached. The first factor, of course, 

was technology. It was only with the introduction in recent the past of radio, 

television and the introduction of telecommunication satellites that the concept 

of distance education could be fully realized beyond the rather limited methods 

of education by correspondence. However, despite the technological revolution 

that made the concept feasible, the view that the individual and the teacher 

had to be in the same place or indeed that a teacher was necessary in order 

to create a learning experience persisted. The concept of distance learning, 

if anything, was still viewed as a step-child: useful but only second best method 

of teaching and training. Fortunately these barriers of discrimination have 

now been more aggressively broken down so that distance education is recognized 

as valuable in its own right. I believe it is the activities of seminars like this 

one organized by the Asian Mass Communications Research and Information 

Centre that we have to thank for a good deal of this achievement. Technical 

excellence plus probing and innovative concepts developed by experts have 

now established distance education as an important tool for development in 

the future. 
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The caterpiller of earlier times has now emerged as a fully mature 

butterfly. No longer is it viewed as an adjunct to the educational process. 

It has moved beyond the limitations that have governed the traditional education 

system to exploit new opportunities, that if anything, demonstrate that distance 

education can answer needs that the orthodox education system cannot. This 

has been quite a change. The uses to which distance learning can be applied 

are multitudinous. Techniques are now applied to primary education, to auxiliary 

programming, to retraining of adults, to the elimination illiteracy, to the 

enhancement of special skills, or to greater enjoyment for the individual in 

his own self-development. The list is virtually endless and it only seems limited 

by imagination of the individuals concerned. 

It is the complexity and diversity of the opportunities that makes 

the field so challenging and exciting in the years ahead, not only for developing 

countries but for the developed as well. We in Canada have discerned the 

benefits of distance education both in areas of remote settlement or in highly 

urbanized centres; whether as part of the main stream of the education system 

or in the development of individual enhancement programs; whether it be 

primary or university; or whether it be development of new skills or the 

retraining for new jobs. I will not venture further down this road as we have 

with us today Canadian experts who are far better placed to bring you up-to-

date on recent Canadian trends. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



- 5 -

It was nevertheless the particular experience of Canada, gained 

in past because of its need to educate isolated population groupings over vast 

distances, together with the perceived interest displayed by a wide cross section 

of ASEAN and Asian countries that led the Government of Canada to fund 

this seminar. In reviewing the program and glancing through some of the papers 

that will be presented, it is clear that we have been correct in our assessment 

that it is an area that has a dynamic and stimulating future. You are exploring 

a vital facet of distance learning, namely the recent trends in training in the 

use of the media. As I indicated at the outset of my comments, unless the 

demands of the particular communications systems are well understood through 

the development of comprehensive and up-to-date training programs, then 

the objectives of a distance education system will only, at best, be partially 

achieved. It is your discussions that will set the course and determine the 

standards that will come to be applied in the next phase of the development 

of distance education. I wish you, the participants, well in your deliberations 

and discussions over the next few days and look forward to your results. 

On the basis of my experience, however, I have to warn you that 

it is far easier to bridge great distances than to persuade skeptical media 

representatives about the merits of your case. 
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