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Workshop on Evaluation Programme for Low-cost Audio-visual Aids 
(Filmstrips) on Population-in-Agriculture Themes 

in cooperation with SJMC-TU 

Chiengmai, Thailand - March 19-22, 1979 

WELCOME ADDRESS 

By P.R.R. Sinha 

Honourable Minister for Agriculture, Distinguished delegates and observers, 

On behalf of the Asian Mass Communication Research and Information 

Centre (AMIC) and on my own behalf, I extend our heartiest welcome to you 

to the opening ceremony of the FAO-AMIC Workshop on Evaluation Programme 

for Low-cost Audio-visual Aids (Filmstrips) on Population-in-Agriculture Themes 

this morning. AMIC which has just completed eight years of its active involve

ment in various programmes and activities related to different aspects of mass 

communication in the Asia-Pacific region is slowly but steadily entering into a 

new era of growth and development. Since 1976 when we organised our First 

Study Seminar on Development Communication in cooperation with the Confe

deration of Asean Journalists, AMIC has never looked back and has instead 

organised a series of programmes related to development communication or deve

lopment journalism. For instance, among others we have since organised two 

study seminars on Food and Agricultural Reporting, one in Bandung, Indonesia 

in July 1977 and the other in Colombo, Sri Lanka in March 1978. 

The question of the effects and effectiveness of communication technology 

in the developing countries in particular is being discussed of late at various 

meetings and seminars. Furthermore, it assumes added importance in the light of 

the relevance and cultural compatability of the technology with the countries of 

the region. It is about time to discuss in detail some of the specific low-cost 

audio-visual aids vis-a-vis desirable socio-economic change and development. 

We are extremely pleased that the FAO has taken a lead in laying proper stress 

on the low-cost audio-visual aids especially the filmstrips which have enough 

potential to reach the teeming millions residing in the countryside in the countries 

of the region. We do hope and believe that our this joint venture is just a beginn

ing of many such joint endeavours in future. 
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It is a matter of pleasure for AMIC to have once again come down to 

Thailand to organise this very important Workshop. AMIC values a great deal 

its friendship wi th the individual and institutional members of Thailand. If I 

may inform, out of a total of 81 institutional members from about 45 countries 

of the wor ld, Thailand alone has given us as many as 14 institutional members 

and in addi t ion, we have nearly 50 individual members out of a total of about 

750 members. 

The Singapore-based AMIC which is jo int ly sponsored by the Govt , of 

Singapore and the FES, an independent Foundation in the Republic of West 

Germany, w i l l continue to serve the region wholeheartedly as a truly Asian mass 

communication inst i tut ion. I would l ike to inform the august gathering this 

morning that AMIC has already signed a formal agreement of cooperation wi th 

the Sri Lanka Government on 8 March 1979. It is our earnest hope that we w i l l 

get due encouragement and support from many Asian countries so that we can 

continue to serve the cause of mass communication in this region wi th fu l l zeal 

and enthusiasm more than ever before. 

We are extremely grateful to you, Sir, that despite your very heavy engage

ments you have found time to be with us this morning to open this very important 

Workshop on Evaluation Programme for Low-cost Audio-visual Aids on Population-

in-Agr icul ture Themes. Your presence this morning has added a special significance 

to this programme and we would l ike to assure you of our most sincere efforts to 

achieve concrete results through our thorough deliberations and discussions at this 

Workshop. 

We also l ike to express our most sincere thanks to the School of Journalism 

and Mass Communication, Thammasat University and the Dept. of Journalism and 

Mass Communication, Chiengmai University for providing us invaluable support 

and assistance in organising this Workshop here in the beautiful c i ty of Chiengmai. 

My thanks are also due to our distinguished delegates and observers on whose 

shoulders rests the success of this programme. We look forward to a very frui t fu l 

discussion during this Workshop and wish a l l our delegates anal observers a very 

pleasant stay here. 

Thank you. 

14.3.79 
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