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AMIC-MPI 
REPORTING WORKSHOP FOR RURAL JOURNALISTS 

Penang, 6-10 March 1989 

WORKSHOP REPORT 

INTRODUCTION 

The Penang Reporting Workshop for Rural Journalists is the fourth 

in a series of seven such workshops spread over four years that 

the Asian Mass Communication Research and Information Center is 

organising with financial support from the Communication 

Assistance Foundation. The earlier workshops were held in Kuala 

Trengganu for Eastern Pennisular Malaysia; Keningau for Sabah; 

and Kuching for Sarawak. The workshops aim to provide 

professional training to rural journalists in an effort to 

promote the quantity and quality of coverage of rural areas in 

the Malaysian media. 

The Malaysian media, like media everywhere, are heavily urban-

centric, even though nearly 60 percent of all Malaysians live in 

rural areas. Virtually, all the newspapers in Penninsular 

Malaysia are based in Kuala Lumpur and the concentration of news 

is on the capital city, with very little coverage of the rural 

areas. Editors attribute this lack of rural coverage to the poor 

skills of stringers and correspondents covering rural areas. The 

Penang workshop organized by AMIC in collaboration with the 

Malaysian Press Institute attempted to provide their reporters 

and stringers with the skills to effectively report from the 

rural areas. 

1 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



PARTICIPANTS 

Sixteen journalists, participated in the workshop. Participation 

was limited to Northern Malaysia as the workshop series has 

delineated seven zones for the workshops, with each workshop 

targeted at one zone. The earlier workshops thus targeted 

Eastern Pennisular Malaysia and the states of Sabah and Sarawak. 

The participants were drawn from Utusan Melayu, Nanyang Siang 

Pau, New Straits Times, Bemama, Berita Harian, Tamil Nesan, 

Tamil Osai, RTM and Nusantara. Some participants from the 

information department ware also represented. A complete list of 

participants is attached as Appendix I. 

WORKSHOP FACULTY 

AMIC's Senior Programme Specialist Dr. Achal Mehra served as 

Workshop Director and resource person. Mr. Mohd. Hamdan Haji 

Adnan, Senior Lecturer, Institut Teknologi Mara's School of Mass 

Communication, Tuan Haji Zaihan Mahmud, Director, Malaysian Press 

Institute, and Mr. Mansoor Ahmad Saman, Senior Lecturer, 

Programme in Communication, Universiti Sains Malaysia, served as 

resource persons (Apppendix II). 

PROGRAMME 

The five day workshop was held in Penang form 6-10 March 1989. 

All the participants and resource persons were housed at the 

RECSAM hostel to promote interaction between the participants and 

faculty as well as among the participants themselves. 
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The workshop aimed to provide basic journalism training as well 

as writing experience to the participants. Two field trips were 

arranged to provide rea,l-life experience on reporting and writing 

to the participants. In concept and structure, the workshop 

followed the previous workshops which had been very well received 

by the participants. 

Inauguration The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Kadir Jasin, 

Group Editor, New Straits Times and Acting Chairman of the 

Malaysian Press Institute. 

The Rural Journalist. At the first working session of the 

workshop, Haji Mohd. Hamdan Haji Adnan discussed the role of 

rural journalists and rural journalism in Malaysia, including the 

perception of rural journalists by journalists themselves as well 

as by their editors; the role of rural journalists and the 

problems they encounter in performing their role; efforts to 

upgrade the skills of rural journalists, and strategies to 

improve rural reporting. 

Analysis of Rural News Coverage. At this session, participants 

analysed rural news coverage in the print media through a content 

analysis of national newmpapers. Mr. Hamdan explained that the 

coverage was minimal and superficial and the participants 

discussed the weaknesses of some stories and techniques to 

strengthen them. 

Intro Writing and Story Structure. Mr. Mansoor Ahmad Saman 

discussed the principles of intro writing and story structure. 

He explained the principles of good reporting and writing with 

the use of illustrative examples. 
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Interviewing Techniques, Rural News Sources. Tuan Haji Zaihan 

Mahmud emphasized the need for reporters to be sensitive to the 

special needs of rural-people while reporting rural areas. He 

discussed the different kinds of interviews and the techniques to 

conduct them. He also explained methods to build rural contacts, 

the need for source and subject diaries, regular checks with 

potential news sources, development of a personal library, etc. 

Development Journalism and Writing Development Stories. Mr. 

Mansoor explained the historical evolution of the concept of 

development and the different approaches to it and the role of 

development journalists. Dr. Achal Mehra then discussed 

techniques to write development stories with the use of a wide 

range of illustrative examples. 

Copy Editing. Participants edited the stories they had written 

following the field visits on VDT's in the Communication 

Department of Universiti Sains Malaysia. For several 

participants, this was their first exposure to electronic editing 

it generated considerable enthusiasm among them. 

Field Visits and Story Writing. Participants visited four rural 

sites during the workshop: Telok Bahang and Kuala Juru, two 

fishing villages, and Balik Pulau and Bukit Teh, both 

agricultural centres. They then wrote stories on the impact of 

development, the problem of industrial pollution, a farmer's 

cooperative for marketing of agricultural produce, etc. Their 

stories were critiqued by the resource persons and revised, 

rewritten and edited by participants. 
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Workshop on Rural Reporting. Participants split up into four 

groups to discuss and report on the problems they encounter in 

covering rural areas. .Their reports were then discussed by the 

whole group. The resource persons suggested techniques to deal 

with some of the problems. 

The participants received certificates altesting to their 

participation at the concluding session. 

EVALUATION 

The participants unanimously rated the overall content and depth 

of the course "just right". Eleven out of 16 felt that the 

concepts and skills presented in the course would help them "a 

great deal" in their work; the remaining five felt they would 

help them a fair amount. All of them agreed that the workshop 

had either met or exceeded their expectations. 

Several participant found the workshop schedule too tight and 

suggested that the workshop be extended by a few days. A couple 

wrote that the number of field trips should be reduced if the 

program cannot be extended, to give more time for research and 

writing. One possibility might be to organise a return trip to 

the first site instead of a new site to give more time to 

participants on a single story. 

Several participants wanted similar workshop for vernacular 

newspapers. A couple suggested a rural news desk of newspapers 

and called for seminars to promote dialogues between editors and 

journalists covering rural areas. 

5 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library


