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Preamble 

The first Radio broadcasts in Singapore started as 

a private commercial enterprise in 1935. During the next 

50 years, broadcasting in Singapore saw many fundamental 

changes in its form and administration, as these eventful 

years went through the colonial period, the Japanese occupa

tion, the post-war years, merger with Malaysia, subsequent 

separation from Malaysia, independence, as a Singapore govern

ment department, and as a statutory board since 1 February 1980. 

Formation of the Singapore Broadcasting Corporation (SBC) 

The Singapore Broadcasting Corporation came into 

being on 1 February 1980, under the provisions of the SBC 

Act of 1979. The functions and duties of the Corporation 

as spelt out in the Act are as follows: 

(a) Functions 

(1) to provide t e l e v i s i o n and sound broadcasting 

s e rv i ce s for disseminat ing information, education 

and en te r t a inmen t . 

(2) to e x e r c i s e l i cens ing and regulatory functions 

in r e spec t of the sa le and use of te levis ion 

r ece ive r s and broadcast receiving apparatus. 
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(3) to act internationally as the national authority 

or representative of Singapore in respect of 

matters relating to broadcasting. 

(b) Duties 

(1) to provide adequate and comprehensive programmes 

with a view to serving the best interests of 

the general public. 

(2) to ensure that the programmes broadcast by 

the Corporation maintain a high general standard 

in all respects, and in particular in respect 

of their content and quality and a proper 

balance and a wide range in their subject-

matter, having regard both to the programmes 

as a whole and also to the days of the week 

on which, and the times of the day at which, 

such programmes are broadcast. 

(3) to ensure that nothing is included in the 

programme broadcast by the Corporation which -

(i) offends against good taste or decency 

(ii) offends any racial group or may promote 

ill-will between different races or 

different public groups, 

(iii) offends the followers of any religious 

faith or order, 

(iv) may outrage public feeling in general. 
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(4) to ensure that a sufficient amount of time 

is given to news, news features and current 

affairs, and that all news, in whatever form, 

is presented impartially and with accuracy, 

and with due regard to the public interest. 

Organisational Structure of SBC 

The Corporation is headed by a Chairman who, together 

with a Deputy Chairman and seven members, make up the governing 

board of the organisation. The General Manager is responsible 

to the SBC Board for the day-to-day administration. The 

General Manager is assisted by two Assistant General Managers 

and 11 Directors who together form the senior management team. 

The organisational structure has two distinct but 

closely inter-related wings: the Administrative Wing and 

the Operations Wing. The Adinistrative Wing, headed by 

the Assistant General Manager (Administration) is responsible 

for financial, personnel and general administration, commercial 

operations, programme acquisition and scheduling, the legal 

unit-cum-secretariat, the training unit, public relations 

and radio/TV licensing. The Operations Wing, headed by 

the Assistant General Manager (Operations), is responsible 

for engineering, TV general programmes, TV drama programmes, 

radio programmes, news, current affairs, production services 

and corporate and project planning. 
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The Corporation is divided into 9 main Divisions, 

viz: TV Programmes, Radio Programmes, Engineering, News, 

Current Affairs, Drama, Production Services, Finance and 

Administration, and Commercial Operations. 

The Radio Programmes Division 

The Radio Programmes Division undertakes the planning 

and production of all radio programmes for the five Radio 

Services it runs, with the exception of news and current 

affairs inputs (which are looked after by the respective 

Divisions). There are 4 language services: Radio 1 (English), 

Radio 2 (Malay), Radio 3 (Chinese/Mandarin) and Radio 4 

(Indian/Tamil). Each language service is broadcast simultaneously 

on FM, medium wave and short wave. In addition, there is 

also Radio 5, an FM stereo channel which broadcasts traditional-

classical music programmes presented in English and Chinese 

(Mandarin). Until recently (1 August 86), when SBC Enterprises 

Pte Ltd was formed, the Division was also responsible for 

the sale of airtime for advertising on Radio. SBC Enterprises 

Pte Ltd is a wholly-owned subsidiary company of SBC. 

Technical Support 

The technical facilities and support services for 

the production, recording and transmission of all Radio 

programmes are provided by the Engineering Division. SBC's 

studios and offices are located at Caldecott Hill, with 

the transmitters located away from the Station. 
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News 

News on Radio is generally broadcast on the hour. 

The News Division produces the news bulletins for both 

television and radio. For Radio, the English and Mandarin 

(Chinese) news bulletins and newsbriefs are broadcast on 

the hour from 6.00 am to 12 midnight. The Malay service 

has 6 news bulletins and 7 newsbriefs daily, while the Tamil 

(Indian) service broadcasts 5 news bulletins and 5 newsbriefs 

each day. 

Current Affairs 

Current Affairs material for the Radio services is 

provided by the Current Affairs Division. 

Commercial Content 

SBC is a national broadcasting station which allows 

for commercials or advertising airtime. The sale of airtime 

is now handled by the newly formed SBC Enterprises Pte Ltd. 

Licences 

The types of licences issued by SBC cover Radio and 

TV household receivers, broadcast receivers installed in 

vehicles and vessels, as well as sets installed in hotels 

and hospitals, and dealers in broadcast apparatus. 
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Manpower 

As at 31 July 86, the manpower establishment of SBC 

stood at 2760, compared by 1474 on 1 February 1980 when 

SBC came into existence. 

Overview of the Radio Services 

The five Radio services, together with the 3-hour 

segment of (Chinese) Dialect programmes (9.00 pm - 12 midnight) 

for the older, dialect-speaking Chinese listeners, broadcast 

a total on 92^ hours of programmes each day, or 647^ hours 

per week. Chinese dialect broadcasts are made over Radio 4. 

Except for a few segments, SBC's Radio services are all 

in stereo. 

Revamp of Radio Services 

All five Radio services underwent a major revamp 

in their programming on 1 January 1982. Improvements were 

made to programme content and presentation. There has generally 

been increased listenership and commercial support ever 

since. 

Listenership 

Listener participation in many programmes, especially 

in the various Chat Shows, is a feature of our present 

programming. Radio 1, for example has over \ million local 
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adult listeners each day, while Radio 3 commands no less 

than 360,000 adult local listeners on any day. The term 

"adult listener" refers to listeners 15 years and above 

in age, and the term "local" means listeners in Singapore. 

Thus if children and listeners outside of Singapore were 

included, the figures would be considerably higher. The 

audience surveys are conducted by a private company not 

commissioned by SBC. 

Radio Programme Content 

The programme content of all the five services consists 

basically of 70-80% entertainment programmes, with News 

and information/educational programmes accounting for the 

remainder. The output is entirely local for Radios 2, 3 

and 4. Radios 1 and 5 use a small number of BBC and Deutsche 

Welle programmes, these being mainly English language-learning 

programmes, comedies and science items. Radio 4's dialect 

programmes are mainly operas and news, broadcast in 6 dialects. 

News bulletins are generally broadcast on the hour on the 

English and Chinese services. 

Response from Listeners 

Many letters are received each month from listeners 

- these are generally made up of requests for songs, entries 

to quizzess/contests included in programmes, fan mail, etc. 

Radio 1 receives some 2,000 letters per month, Radio 2 more 

than 4,000, Radio 3 an average of 20,000, Radio 4 about 

5,000 and Radio 5 some 100 letters. These letters come 
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not only from Singapore, but also from Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Some letters come from Germany, Sweden, Australia, the US, 

India and Sri Lanka as well. 

New Services of SBC 

Since its incorporation, SBC has introduced several 

new services. Those that concern Radio include: 

(1 ) Radio 5 

Thiswas put into operation on 1 August 1980, Radio 5 

is the Station's radio channel for classical/traditional 

music. It operates 18 hours a day from 6.00 am to 12 midnight, 

and provides alternative listening to Radio 1 and Radio 3 

as it broadcasts in English and Chinese. Its programmes 

of classical/traditional music, as well as some popular 

music, cater for a wide range of listeners and are aimed 

at promoting appreciation of good music. 

(2) Stereorisation of Recording and Playback Facilities 

With stereo hi-fi domestic equipment available at 

affordable prices, the expectations of our radio listeners 

have increased. To meet this need,SBC converted all its 

radio recording and transmission facilities for stereo 

operation on 1 March 1984. At present, all the FM radio 

channels transmit stereo programmes, with only very few 

mono programmes and this only because the material is not 
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available in stereo (e.g. some Indian music). 

Submitted by: RAYMON HUANG 

DIRECTOR, RADIO & PUBLIC RELATIONS 

SINGAPORE BROADCASTING CORPORAITON 

ANNEXES 

I SBC Shortwave Broadcasting Schedule 

I I Ah Example of SBC's Radio Broadcast Output 

III Broadcast Hours of the 5 Radio Services 

IV Radio Output By Souroe & Services as at 30 June 1986 

V Demographic Profi le of Radio Audience, 1985 
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ANNEX I 

SBC SHORT-WAVE BROADCASTING SCHEDULE 

FREQUENCY METER AZIMUTH TIME SERVICE PROGRAMME 
< KHz ) §AND (Degree) (UTC) A ? E ^ (Lanmjaoe) 

5010 60 340 2200-0100 W.Malavsia Enolish 

1000-1605 W.Malavsia Enalish 

W.Malavsia Enolish 

W.Malavsia Chinese 

Indonesia Malav 

W.Malavsia Tamil 

W.Malavsia Chinese 

W.Malavsia Malav 

S.E. Asia Chinese 

Sarawak. Enalish 
Sab ah ?< 
Mani1 a. 

Note 1 — The above transmission schedules are the same -For the 
•following Deriods -

07 Mar to 02 Mav 
03 Mav to 06 Sen 
05 Seo to 07 Nov 
01 Nov to 28 Feb 

Note 7 - The FM and MW services are for listeners in Sinaaoo^e 
-:*nd Southern .inhere o • 1 -', As suet-.. the transmission 
schedules -for these service-:, are not neccssarv -ror 
overseas listeners. 

5052 

6000 

O 1 •_••__• 

7 1 70 

7250 

9635 

1 1^40 

60 

4^ 

49 

42 

42 

31 

ND 

340 

340 

130 

340 

340 

ND 

75 

2200-1605 

2200-1605 

2045-1605 

2100—1300 
13OO-1605 

2O45-1605 

2200-1605 

2200-1605 
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ANNhX 11 

(An example of t h e Programme con ten t of SBC's Radio b r o a d c a s t ) 

RADIO ONE (Eng l i sh Se rv i ce ) 

1 Number of hours per day 18 hrs 05 mins 

Number of hours per week • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 2 6 hrs 35 mins 

2 Opening & C los ing Times 6am - 1205am (0600-0005 h r s ) 

3 Categories of Programmes 

Category Hours Per Month $ 

a ) Informat ion/Eduoat ion 

News ) 

Magazine \ 

E d u c a t i o n a l / I n s t r u c t i o n a l ) I38 hrs 20 mins 25,48$ 

Public Service { 

R e l i g i o u s Progs 

Information mater ia l 

i n Chat Show Progs 

b) Musio/Variety 387 hrs 55 mins 71 .45$ 

o ) Children/Youth 11 hrs 2 .03$ 

d) Sports 3 hrs 40 mins 0 .67$ 

e ) Culture 2 hrs 0.37% 

Total 542 hrs 55 mins 100.00* 
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ANNEX III 

RADIO BROADCAST HOURS ON EACH SERVICE BY SOURCE OF PROGRAMME 
FOR THE MONTH JUNE 

Radio Service 

Radio 1 

Radio 2 

Radio 3 

Radio 4 

Radio 5 

Total 

SBC-Produced 
Programme 

Hrs 

523.0 

578.0 

542.9 

570.5 

513.7 

2728.1 

% 

18.8 

20.8 

19.6 

20.6 

18.5 

98.3 

Acquired 
Programme 

Hrs 

19.9 

28.8 

48.7 

% 

0.7 

1.0 

1.7 

Total 

Hrs 

542.9 

578.0 

542.9 

570.5 

542.5 

2776.7 

% 

19.5 

20.8 

19.6 

20.6 

19.5 

100.0 
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