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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF 
AMIC, MR. VIJAY MENON, AT THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE AMIC-UNESCO-MPI WORKSHOP ON 'WOMEN AND 
NEWSPAPER MANAGEMENT', KUALA LUMPUR, 
OCTOBER 26 - NOVEMBER 7, 1987. 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you on 

behalf of AMIC, the Asian Mass Communication Research 

and Information Centre, to this workshop on Women and 

Newspaper Management. 

The integration of women in development and their full 

participation in planning and decision-making process 

are necessary goals in the search for more equitable 

economic relations. As scholars such as Hamelink and 

Pavlic have pointed out, we need to examine 'the role 

of information-communication means in the lives of 

women; the role of women in the information-

communication profession; and the portrayal of women 

in the mass media'. 

The problem in Asia is complicated by the high level 

of female illiteracy. In South Asia, it ranges as high 

as 95%, a figure that is as disturbing as it is shameful. 

The picture in Southeast Asia is distinctly better. 

> 

Almost seven years ago, the MacBride Commission drew 

the attention of the world to this imbalance and to the 

role of the media. It said, "Two-thirds of the illiterates 

in the world are women....Women need free access on equal 

terms to education, social participation and communication 

if they are to share rightfully in solving the problems 

of their societies. But this access is impeded by 

traditions, by prejudices based on social customs or 
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sometimes on religion, by discriminatory laws in certain 

countries, and also by imposing on women a disproportionate 

share of the responsibility for care of the home and work 

on the land". 

"Access to certain professions, to higher paid jobs, and 

to senior, management positions is generally far from 

equal The world of communication reflects this 

inequality Journalists dealing with serious issues 

and political events are seldom women, and few women 

become editors or hold directing positions". 

This workshop is designed as a modest corrective to this 

situation. As Margaret Gallagher has pointed out, 

research from almost every world region indicates that 

in all media categories, but particularly on broadcasting 

television and radio, and in newspapers, women are grossly 

under-represented and occupy less central roles than men. 

The MacBride Commission clarified that the media are not 

the fundamental cause of the subordinate status of women, 

nor can it be remedied by the media alone. The causes 

are deeply rooted in social, economic and political 

structures, as well as in culturally determined attitudes, 

and solutions must be found in far reaching changes. 

However, it is within the power of media either to 

stimulate or to retard change to a significant degree. 

We have at this workshop professional media women from 

Asian countries. We expect that the participating 

women 'journalists will emerge from this workshop with 

their skills and perceptions sharpened and that they 

will point the direction for further programmes. 
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For the benefit of those who are unfamiliar with our 

organisation, I might explain that AMIC is a non-profit, 

non-governmental, mass communication organisation 

serving Asia from its secretariat in Singapore. AMIC is 

supported, among others, by the Government of Singapore 

and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, an independent 

foundation in the Federal Republic of Germany. Equally 

important and gratifying to us, is the cooperation that 

we are privileged to receive from so many individuals 

and institutions. This is best exemplified by our 

co-sponsors at this workshop - the Malaysian press 

Institute. We have had occasion to work with them before 

and we are glad to join hands with them again. 

As with many other areas of communication activities 

languishing for lack of funding support, the issue of 

women and the media has benefited enormously from 

Unesco's assistance. This workshop is further evidence 

of Unesco's interest in enhancing the status of women 

in the media. We are glad that we have with us 

Mr. S.M. Ali, Unesco's Regional Communication Adviser, 

whose support has made this workshop possible. 

Above all, we are grateful to you, Hon. Minister 

for agreeing to inaugurate this workshop and to all 

our guests this morning for their good wishes. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library


