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NOTES ON J.L.'s REMARKS 

Mandates to inform and educate the public have been given to 

WHO since its inception. The constitution of WHO states: 

"Informed opinion and active cooperation on the part of the 

public are of the utmost importance in the improvement of the 

health of the people." The Seventh General Programme of Work of 

WHO, adopted by all member states, also places high expectation 

on information and education in developing people's ability to 

become full partners in health promotion and care, as well as 

disease prevention and control. The global strategy for Health 

For All adopted by the World Health Assembly also emphasises 

self reliance by individuals and communities, which requires 

that people should be informed and educated. 

Health development is part of economic self development; this 

means we must enlist the cooperation of other sectors, and the 

communication sector is one of the key sectors that the health 

sector must work with. There need to be greater collaboration 

between these two sectors. We recognise that there are constraints 

on both sectors because health work is rooted in scientific approach 

and the media works within pressing time frames. 

If we want to accelerate development we must make science, including 

health science, a multiplying factor. And the communication and 

media sector can help popularise health information and thereby 

help educate the public on health issues. 

WHO looks forward to the experiences of this Roundtable and the 

ensuing national level workshops - experiences that would guide 

WHO's work in this field elsewhere in the world. 
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