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 Introduction 

There can be no greater experience and motivation for the ardent student of any 
academic subject than the witnessing of a true discovery. For four consecutive years 

I had brought graduates to the historic city of Vercelli in Italy, enjoying a week of working 
with the medieval treasures of the famous Capitulary Library. As every year, one of the 
highlights of this international seminar on European palaeography was the encounter 
with the famous Old English collection of the Vercelli Book. In April 2010, however, 
our stay was involuntarily extended by four days. Flying ash from the Icelandic volcano 
Eyjafjallajökull suspended our flights, teaching us in the most natural of ways that there are 
worse places to get stuck than Piedmont. Having run out of ideas for the offical syllabus of 
the seminar, I asked Vercelli curator Timoty Leonardi for permission randomly to inspect 
manuscripts from the library: he kindly granted access to all materials we wished to see.

A closer look at the available descriptions of the Vercelli chapter library revealed that 
neither the handwritten nineteenth-century list of manuscripts kept in the archives nor 
Romualdo Pasté’s catalogue of 1925 lists more than 218 manuscripts for the Capitulary 
Library, although we could clearly count 235 volumes on the shelves in the repository 
room.1 One of the seventeen unrecorded books, number CCXXV, caught our attention, 
because it was attractively small and its book block wrapped between loose covers in 
red silk. We were delighted to find out after a few minutes that we were dealing with 
a collection of prayers made in fifteenth-century England, and even more surprised to 
identify three items in Middle English among its texts. Could there be a better topic for 
young graduate students than to exercise their palaeographical skills in ‘real life’ and in 
true service of the scholarly community?

What we have discovered about our find thus far is limited, yet ever more intriguing. 
Manuscript CCXXV must have entered the collection of the Capitulary Library in 1847 
by bequest of Gaspare Antonio De Gregory (1768-1846), a writer and bibliophile born 
in Crescentino (Piedmont) who served as a lawyer and statesman under the First French 
Empire in the recently created department of Sésia (in northern Italy).2 A record of his 
privately owned manuscripts, written in his own hand, survives in the Archivio Storico in 
his birthplace. Next to the famous Codex de Advocatis (today known as Vercelli, Biblioteca 
Capitolare, Codex B), De Gregory lists four further manuscripts in his possession: one 
octavo volume of Innocent III’s De Miseria Conditionis Humana, one duodecimo ‘Codex 
Gregorianus’ (both dated to the fifteenth-century by him), a breviary (undated), and 
finally a decimo-octavo volume of ‘Praeces Piae ac Devotae’, which he believed to have 
been written in the thirteenth century. The format of this last manuscript matches Vercelli 

1   Romualdo Pasté, ‘Vercelli. Archivio Capitolare’, in Giuseppe Mazzatinti and Albano Sorbelli, Inventari dei 
Manoscritti delle Biblioteche d’Italia, vol. XXXI (Florence: Olschki, 1925), pp. 73-128.
2    See Atti Capitolari (1842-1850), p. 229 and the document of De Gregory’s bequest dated 5 July 1847, with item 
VI reading ‘Codici in pergamena - Due di preghiere e salmi - Due di materie ascetiche’. 
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This collection of essays by Oxford graduate students of the Master in English 
Literature (650-1550) and research students at the Capitulary Library in Vercelli attempts 
to open a gateway to further studies in the history, making, copying and using of private 
prayer books in the transition period from manuscript culture to the printing age. In 
this context Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV offers both a case study and a 
palaeographical node inviting scholars to take a fresh look at less spectacular, but equally 
interesting devotional manuscripts of this time. The contributions include a reliable 
physical description of Vercelli CCXXV by Io Pinnerup and an extensive table of contents 
by Juliette Vuille, who provides a valuable range of cross-references to related manuscripts, 
early printed books and editions for each item, assembled with painstaking care. In 
analyses of the script and decoration Zachary Stone and Matthew Parkinson-Bennett try 
to come to terms with the non-exemplary character that forms the nature of such less 
extravagant manuscripts, meticulously assessing the material evidence as potential hints 
at the date and provenance. In search of historical evidence, Katherine Hindley’s paper 
aims to reconstruct the past life of the book, its possible northern English origin and 
previous ownership, while Valentina Ibertis presents novel information on the travels of 
De Gregory and his acquisitions across Europe. Timoty Leonardi traces the history of 
Vercelli CCXXV and De Gregory’s bequest in general within the Capitulary Library in 
the past two centuries. Finally, the two concluding papers of Kate Fullbrook and myself 
discuss two Middle English texts and their transmission in greater detail. Our findings 
may hopefully arouse interest in this little Vercelli book, which has been the unknown 
English companion of the famous Anglo-Saxon manuscript in the Capitulary Library for 
more than a century and a half.

It is highly appropriate to use the publication of this book as an occasion to give 
thanks for several years of conducting exciting international graduate studies at Vercelli. 
Every seminar has been a treasured experience for each participant, thanks to the great 
hospitality of the city of Vercelli, its Archbishop, Cathedral Chapter, and the staff at the 
Capitulary Library. The restaurants La Piedigrotta, Capri and Vecchia Brenta deserve 
praise for spoiling us with unforgettable culinary attractions. 

All this would not have been possible without the unique generosity of Timoty Leonardi 
and Anna Cerutti at the Capitulary Library whose learning and passion, kindness and 
friendship continue to inspire students from all over the world.

							       Winfried Rudolf
							     

 

CCXXV, while the same title with the same (erroneous) date was added to the manuscript 
by De Gregory. Most intriguing is De Gregory’s indication of the sums he paid for each 
volume. The cheapest by far (4 francs), manuscript CCXXV looks almost like a book 
trader’s bonus gift alongside the more expensive rara of the octavo (100 francs) and the 
Codex de Advocatis (75 francs), which might have been purchased collectively. De Gregory 
almost certainly bought the book in Paris, as Katherine Hindley argues in this volume. 
Whether he expected to find relevant materials related to his primary research project on 
the De Imitatione Christi or whether he was particularly fascinated by the manuscript’s 
miniature of the Mass of St Gregory, the patron saint of his surname, remains uncertain.

Pasté’s neglect of the manuscript renders it possible that the codex did not receive 
a proper siglum before the 1930s and may have been kept separate with other boxed 
documents in the old depository rooms of the chapter as part of De Gregory’s bequest. 
In 1955 the chapter library’s own copy of Pasté’s catalogue was supplemented by a double 
page by the Vercelli canon Pietro Marinone and here we find a first short entry for MS 
CCXXV, describing it as of the fourteenth century and in excellent condition.3 Its English 
origin, however, remained undiscovered. Scholarly interest in the manuscript is indicated 
by some late entries in the register of users of the library; it seems to have started not earlier 
than the 1970s. One entry by the former librarian Giuseppe Ferraris (1907-1999) reports 
that the manuscript was microfilmed in September 1986, but evidence as to for whom 
and in relation to which project remains untraceable. Two months later, Herbert Pilch 
and Hildegard Tristram of the University of Freiburg im Breisgau visited the Capitulary 
Library in Vercelli. While Pilch, in his own hand, states that he worked with manuscripts 
CXVII (The Vercelli Book) and CCXXV (the volume in question), he mentioned in a 
recent oral communication that he was not aware of any Middle English texts in the 
latter codex.4 It was Ferraris, however, who clearly identified the English vernacular in his 
unpublished palaeographical notebooks, which have contained the only description of 
MS CCXXV until the publication of this book.5 This description may have been finished 
by him as late as the 1990s.

Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare MS CCXXV is a personalized devotional with its own 
unique contents and representation of common and not so common prayers. It may not 
be as spectacular as many of the breathtaking and much better researched Books of Hours 
of rich donors that one would commonly know from showcase, anthology or gift-shop. 
Yet in some way it is its unfinished state and its mediocrity in various regards which make 
this book an exciting object for further research. The book is a collection of mostly typical 
contemporary prayers and devotions, but not a Book of Hours in the strict sense; it is 
decorated, yet neither lavishly nor completely; its parchment and script is acceptable, but 
not high-quality; its provenance cannot be fully resolved on the evidence of extant name 
entries, while some of its texts show conspicuous rarity. 

3   The supplement consists of a printed double page without any page numbers, the entry for the manuscript 
reading: ‘Orationes et Preces. - Piccolo volumetto con diverse miniature anche in piena pagina e le iniziali for-
temente dorate; in ottimo stato, rilegato con copertina in velluto rosso. Dono del Cav. Gaspare De Gregory. Sec. 
XIV; pergamenaceo; cm. 11 × 8.’ De Gregory himself had assumed the thirteenth-century date, after 1243, on 
account of an indulgence mentioning Pope Innocent IV on f. 157v.
4   I am grateful to Professor Tristram at Freiburg University for this information.
5   ACV, fondo Giuseppe Ferraris, Quaderni, Serie Codici, 16. 
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Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV has likely been in existence for well 
over five hundred years, during which time it has travelled through at least three 

European countries - England, France, and Italy.1 Although much of the manuscript’s 
history is impossible to reconstruct from scant surviving evidence, this chapter discusses 
the limited available information on the book’s previous possessors and its whereabouts. 
I begin by attempting to discover the manuscript’s place of origin and then consider its 
owners, moving backwards from the relatively secure facts of its recent past to its earlier 
and more obscure history.

In spite of being a personalized prayer book, Vercelli CCXXV contains no calendar, 
which can often indicate a manuscript’s place of origin through clues such as the general 
selection of saints and the inclusion of saints venerated in particular places. It does, 
however, contain texts written in Middle English. As other contributors to this volume 
argue, the linguistic and orthographic features of these texts suggest an origin in the north 
of England, and more specifically in Yorkshire. The general character of the manuscript, 
as well as its Latin texts, may support this as a plausible conjecture. John B. Friedman has 
identified several ‘images of popular affective piety’ which ‘seem especially concentrated 
in the north’.2 These images are:

[…] the Holy Face; [and] the Sacred Heart, bearing the side-wound Christ 
showed to Doubting Thomas (John 20:27) […]. Equally popular are the arma 
Christi, instruments of the passion, presented heraldically, and the Throne of 
Grace style of Trinity, in which the crucified Christ is held outstretched on the 
knees of God the Father.3

As can be seen from Matthew Parkinson-Bennett’s study in this volume, Vercelli 
CCXXV contains a Throne of Grace in an initial on f. 4r, and a full-page depiction of the 
Mass of St Gregory including the arma Christi on f. 43v (Plate 9). The ‘northern’ themes 
are also present in the manuscript’s Latin texts. The Holy Face is celebrated in the hymn 
‘Salve sancta facies’ (art. 6), which is also present in two closely related fifteenth-century 
Yorkshire manuscripts, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Bibliothèque Municipale, MS 93 (101) and 
Cambridge, Trinity College, MS O.3.10.4 This hymn is followed in Vercelli CCXXV by 
a blank page, perhaps intended for illustration. Also in the Vercelli manuscript are two 

1   With thanks to Alexandra Baxter for her help with reading Italian source texts.
2   John B. Friedman, Northern English Books, Owners, and Makers in the Late Middle Ages (Syracuse, NY: 
Syracuse University Press, 1995), p. 150.
3   Friedman, pp. 150-1.
4   Friedman, pp.156-8. 
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further church, at Fingringhoe in Essex, was dedicated to St Ouen during the medieval 
period.10 Although this distribution of churches shows Ouen to have been a saint more 
popular in the South, the surviving versions of this rubric show a surprising popularity in 
the north, and in Yorkshire specifically. 

I have been able to identify three existing copies of the ‘Beatus Audoenus’ rubric in 
English manuscripts aside from that in Vercelli CCXXV. These occur in Cambridge, 
University Library, MS Dd.ix.52 (s. xiii); in Cambridge, Gonville and Caius College, 
MS 85/167 (s. xiiiex); and in York Minster Library, MS XVI.O.10 (s. xv). One of these 
three manuscripts, Gonville and Caius 85/167, contains the text as an addition in a later 
hand, along with several notes in the margins referring to a Walterus de Hyda.11 There 
are numerous places in England called Hyde, but the other place-names in the book, 
including Chichester and Broadwater, indicate that the manuscript was owned in the 
south of England. However, both the other manuscripts, and also Vercelli CCXXV itself, 
appear to derive from, or at least to have been owned in, Yorkshire. Cambridge University 
Library, MS Dd.ix.52, for example, contains a note in a fifteenth-century hand reading 
‘liber sancti Germani de Selby per fratrem petrum de Roucliffe’.12 St Germain is the patron 
saint of Selby Abbey in North Yorkshire, where Peter de Roucliffe was a full member of 
the community for at least fifty-five years, from 1377 until his death late in 1432 or early in 
1433.13 He was appointed prior before 1407, and also held various other offices, recorded 
in the account rolls of the abbey.14 

The other surviving copy of the rubric was also probably made - and certainly 
owned - in the North. It can be found in York Minster XVI.O.10, a fifteenth-century 
manuscript containing a herbal and various medical and kitchen recipes.15 On f. 37v, 
among several verses on the weather, occurs ‘a Latin charm against thunder and lightning’ 
which begins, like the rubric of Vercelli CCXXV, ‘Beatus Audoenus grauiter ferens 
tonitrui tempestatem’.16 This manuscript contains several sixteenth-century ownership 
inscriptions, identifying four members of the ‘Mystertun’ family - Roger, ‘Jhon’, Anne, 
and Mabell - and a Thomas Ellys. The name Thomas Ellys was very common throughout 
England in the sixteenth century, and several men of this name are recorded in Yorkshire.17 
Much less common was the name Mystertun. However, there is a village named Misterton 
in Nottinghamshire, very close to the South Yorkshire border, and evidence of several 

10   G. Montagu Benton, The Church of St. Ouen, alias St. Andrew: Fingringhoe, Essex (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1938), p. 2.
11   The text is added to flyleaf ii b.
12   This note appears on f. 160v. The ‘Beatus Audoenus’ text is on f. 130v.   
13   Monastery and Society in the Late Middle Ages: Selected Account Rolls from Selby Abbey, Yorkshire, 1398-
1537, ed. and trans. by John H. Tillotson (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1988), pp. 43-4.  
14   Tillotson, p. 43.
15   MMBL, IV, 759-60.  
16   Ibid., IV, 760.
17   There are dozens of sixteenth-century results for ‘Thomas Ellys’ in the International Genealogical Index 
<www.familysearch.org> [last access 6 June 2012] for Yorkshire alone, although the name is common throughout 
England.   

hymns to the side-wound of Christ, 
one beginning ‘Ave vulnus lateris nostri 
redemptoris’ (art. 12a) and preceded 
by a blank page, presumably reserved 
for a popular illustration of the side-
wound; the other beginning ‘Salve plaga 
lateris nostri redemptoris’ (art. 72a). 
This second hymn also appears in the 
Boulogne and Cambridge manuscripts 
mentioned above. Most interestingly, 
the rubric for this hymn in both these 
manuscripts, which is almost identical 
to that in Vercelli CCXXV, is described 
by Friedman as varying from the usual 
pattern.5 

One other rubric in Vercelli CCXXV 
also deserves attention. On f. 200v (Fig. 
21 and Plate 25) there is a long title 
connecting a ‘Beatus audoenus’ to a 
prayer for protection from storms (art. 
77).6 The Latin name Audoenus is most 
commonly used to refer to St Ouen, who 
was bishop of Rouen for forty years until 
his death in 683.7 He was considered a 

saint both in life and in death, and was venerated widely in the south of England after 
his relics were acquired by Christ Church Canterbury, some time before the Norman 
conquest.8 Frances Arnold-Forster lists five churches dedicated to him, one each in 
London, Gloucester, Hereford, Bristol, and in Bromham in Bedfordshire.9 At least one 

5   The rubric in Vercelli CCXXV reads: ‘Hanc oracionem sequentem composuit. Egideus magnus et dominus 
papa Johannes xxijus dedicauit eam. C. dies indulgencie. Et beatus leo papa adiunxit quadraginta dies cotidie 
deuote dicentibus.’ For that in the Boulogne manuscript, see Friedman, pp.160-1; for that in the Trinity College 
manuscript, see Montague R. James, The Western Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 4 
vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1900-4), III, p. 193.
6   The prayer itself, beginning ‘Titulus triumphalis’, is not uncommon. A version of it occurs, for instance, in the 
prayer book printed by Wynkyn de Worde in Westminster in 1494. However, de Worde’s prayer book claims that the 
prayer was shown to St Edward rather than to Audoenus. See Edgar Hoskins, Horae Beatae Mariae Virginis, or Sarum 
and York Primers with Kindred Books and Primers of the Reformed Roman Use (London: Longman, 1901), p. 115.
7   The Acta Sanctorum, for instance, uses ‘Audoenus’ to refer to St Ouen.
8   Eadmer, a Christ Church monk writing in the late-eleventh and early-twelfth centuries, claims that the relics 
of St Ouen were brought to England and placed in a new shrine at Christ Church in the time of Archbishop Oda 
(942-58). See Nicholas Brooks, The Early History of the Church of Canterbury: Christ Church from 597 to 1066 
(Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1984), p. 228, and Eadmer’s De Reliquiis S. Audoeni et quorundum aliorum 
sanctorum quae Cantuariae in aecclesia Domini Salvatoris habentur, ed. André Wilmart, Revue des sciences 
religieuses XV (1935), pp. 364-6.
9   Frances E. Arnold-Forster, Studies in Church Dedications: Or, England’s Patron Saints, 3 vols (London: 
Skeffington & Son, 1899). 

Fig. 21: f. 200v, Prayer to St Ouen
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Misterton families living in South Yorkshire at the time.18 Northern provenance of York 
Minster XVI.O.10, possibly Yorkshire, is therefore a plausible assumption.

The apparent popularity of this rubric in Yorkshire can perhaps be explained by the 
existence of a northern saint to whom the name ‘Audoenus’ may also refer. The fact that 
Audoenus usually refers to Ouen cannot be taken to demonstrate with any certainty that 
Ouen is in fact the saint in question. Medieval Latin was inconsistent in its approach to 
the names of saints, with the London church of St Audoen, for example, being named 
variously as ‘St Audoen’, ‘St Audewin’, ‘St Andoem’, ‘St Ouen’, ‘St Owyn’, ‘St Owan’, ‘Seynt 
Iweyne’, ‘Sancti Owini’, ‘St Iwyn’, ‘St Ewenna’, and ‘St Edwin’.19 It is therefore possible that 
‘Audoenus’ was also used to refer to St Owen of Lastingham, a monk known only through 
Bede’s Ecclesiastical History who was also celebrated during the medieval period, although 
very much less widely than Ouen, bishop of Rouen. Bede 
writes that Owen travelled north with Queen Etheldred 
(who appears as Atheldritha in a litany of virgins on f. 
208r, art. 86. Fig. 22) when she came from East Anglia to 
marry King Ecgfrith of Northumbria.20 Bede also relates 
that Owen joined the monastery of Lastingham under 
St Chad, and that he overheard the singing of the angels 
who appeared to Chad to inform him of his approaching 
death.21    

Although it is tempting, given the geographical 
locations of these saints’ cults, to identify Audoenus as 
Owen, the rubric is not confined to English manuscripts. 
It also appears, along with a version of the prayer 
which follows it in Vercelli CCXXV, on f. 39r of Rouen, 
Bibliothèque Municipale, MS Y. 49 (s. xv).22 Furthermore, 
Vacandard states that ‘[u]n copiste du XVe siècle nous dit 
l’avoir tiré du principal missel de l’église Saint-Martin de 

18   The sixteenth century parish records for Laughton-en-le-Morthen and South Anston, both in South 
Yorkshire, have been placed online at UK & Ireland Genealogy <http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/
WRY/Laughtonenlemorthen/index.html> [last access 6 June 2012] and <http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/
YKS/WRY/Southanston/index.html> [last access 6 June 2012] respectively. They list a number of Mistertons, 
including, in South Anston, an Anne Mysterton, daughter of John. There is also a South Anston Ann Misterton 
who in 1601 is recorded as marrying a James Ellis, perhaps connecting the two families who owned the 
manuscript. Finally, the will of an Alvared Misterton, living in Scrooby, Retford, was administered in 1583. See 
Index of Wills in the York Registry A.D. 1568 to 1585, The Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series, XIX 
(Worksop: Printed for the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1895), p. 218.
19   Henry A. Harben, A Dictionary of London: Being Notes Topographical and Historical Relating to the Streets 
and Principal Buildings in the City of London (London: Herbert Jenkins, 1918), pp. 34-5.
20   Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People, ed. by Bertram Colgrave and R. A. B. Mynors (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1969), pp. 338 and 390.
21   Colgrave and Mynors, pp. 338-343.
22   The prayer was also printed by M. Pierre Olivier in Vie et miracles de monseigneur saint Ouen, premièrement 
chancelier de France et après arvesque de Rouen avec une antienne et oraison qui lui fut apportée dung ange du 
ciel pour la dire contre la tempeste et le tonnerre, etc. (Rouen, c. 1520). See E. Vacandard, Vie de Saint Ouen, 
Évêque de Rouen (641-684): Étude d’histoire Mérovingienne (Paris: Librarie Victor Lecoffre, 1902), p. 336.  

Tours’, indicating that at least one earlier copy of the prayer existed in France.23 In the 
case of these manuscripts, at least, Audoenus must be understood as referring to the 
French St Ouen. However, it is possible that a prayer originally referring to one saint 
could have been subsequently understood as referring to another, if the similarity of 
names allowed for such a local confusion. The events described in the rubric - the saint 
asking heaven for protection from thunder and receiving the prayer from the Holy Spirit 
appearing to him in the form of a dove - do not appear in the life of either Ouen or 
Owen in the Acta Sanctorum. However, the mention of Owen in Bede’s Ecclesiastical 
History is immediately followed by an anecdote stating that Chad would pray to God for 
mercy in the event of a strong wind, and that ‘si procella fortior aut nimbus perurget, uel 
etiam corusci ac tonitrua terras et aera terrerent, tunc ueniens ad ecclesiam sollicitus 
orationibus ac psalmis, donec serenitas aeris rediret, fixa mente uacaret’.24 It is possible 
that the rubric’s reference to Owen’s fear of and praying against storms derives from a 
misreading of the widely circulated Ecclesiastical History, attributing the story to Owen 
rather than to Chad. The rubric’s northern popularity can then perhaps be attributed to 
a cult of St Owen, regardless of whether it was originally composed for him or for the 
French saint.

Vercelli CCXXV also contains a number of memoriae or suffrages. Many of these 
are addressed to very widely celebrated saints, such as St Christopher, St George, and 
St Thomas Becket, but there are also prayers to more unusual figures, one of which in 
particular may be of use in determining the manuscript’s place of origin.25 Removing 
from consideration the suffrages which M. R. James considers to be ‘the most constant 
elements of the selection’ of saints addressed in Books of Hours, we are left with devotions 
or prayers to St Blaise, St Giles, Thomas of Lancaster, and St Erasmus.26 The presence of 
Thomas of Lancaster is particularly unusual, and strengthens the case for a Yorkshire 
origin for Vercelli CCXXV.27 Lancaster’s popularity grew with extraordinary speed after 
his beheading at Pontefract on 22 March 1322: a result of his rebellion against King 
Edward II.28 Within seven weeks of his death there were reports that he was working 
miracles at the site of his execution.29 Although both King Edward and William Melton, 

23   Vacandard, p. 336.
24   ‘If there were a violent storm of wind and rain or if lightning brought terror to earth and sky, he would enter 
the church and, with still deeper concentration, earnestly devote himself to prayers and psalms until the sky 
cleared’; Colgrave and Mynors, p. 342-43.
25   St Christopher: ff.145v-146v (art. 46); St George: ff. 147v-148v (art. 47); St Thomas Becket: ff. 151r-152v (art. 
50).
26   M. R. James, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Fitzwilliam Museum (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1895), p. xxxvi. St Blaise: f. 149r; St Giles: f. 150r; Thomas of Lancaster: ff. 154r-155v; St 
Erasmus: ff. 175r-177r.
27   The most complete treatment of Lancaster’s cult is Arthur Reeves Echerd, Jr., ‘Canonization and Politics in 
Late Medieval England: The Cult of Thomas of Lancaster’ (unpublished PhD dissertation, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1983).  
28   See Friedrich W. D. Brie, The Brut or the Chronicles of England, Early English Text Society OS 131, 2 vols 
(London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trübner & Co., 1906, 1908), I, 228-30. A mural of his execution survives, next to 
that of Thomas Becket, in the church of South Newington, Oxfordshire.
29   Echerd, p. 65.

Fig. 22: f. 208r, Litany of Virgins
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people, even at a time when Lancaster’s 
cult was experiencing a revival, who 
would have chosen to gather such a 
disproportionate number of Lancastrian 
prayers. This seems a clear indication 
that the owner of the manuscript was 
highly devoted to Thomas of Lancaster, 
and possibly to the House of Lancaster 
too, presumably living in an area where 

such prayers were in circulation. Given the relatively late date of Vercelli CCXXV, this 
perhaps implies that he lived in or near one of the cult’s centres - either London in the 
south, or Pontefract in the north. According to the linguistic evidence, at least, Pontefract 
seems much the more likely of these two locations. 

Having suggested a possible area of origin for the manuscript, I now turn to consider 
its English owners and its subsequent movement from the north of England to the 
Biblioteca Capitolare in Vercelli. The manuscript’s more recent history is relatively easy 
to reconstruct as the book contains on its inside front cover an ex libris recording the 
name of its previous owner, ‘Monsieur le Chevalier DE GRÉGORY’. This refers to Gaspare 
Antonio De Gregory, a politician, lawyer and writer who was born in San Genuario in 
Crescentino on 11 August 1768.34 At his death, on 12 September 1846, he left a large 
number of books and five manuscripts to the Biblioteca Capitolare in Vercelli.35 As the 
library’s Acta Capitularia for 1847 records, the bulk of the bequest was made up of fifty 
editions of De Imitatione Christi, now ascribed to Thomas à Kempis, a medieval spiritual 
text which De Gregory devoted much of his life to studying. It also included the famous 
manuscript Codex B (also known as the Codex de Advocatis), an important witness of 
the same text, and ‘quatuor codices in pergamena, nec non quaedam manuscripta’.36 The 
library’s inventory of the books received from De Gregory, dated 5 July 1847, offers a little 
more detail.37 It tells us that the bequest arrived at the library in February and June of 
1847, and describes the ‘codices in pergamena’ as being ‘Due di preghiere e salmi - Due 
di materie ascetiche’. Our manuscript, Vercelli CCXXV, is very probably one of these two 
parchment codices of prayers and psalms.   

The next step in tracing Vercelli CCXXV’s history is to determine when and how it 
came into Gaspare De Gregory’s possession. An important clue is the label recording De 
Gregory’s name. Although this ex libris appears to have been cut down to fit into the small 
volume, the complete version exists in other books, and reads ‘A Monsieur le Chevalier 
DE GRÉGORY, Président honoraire à la Cour royale d’Aix, rue Saint-Florentin, no 15’. 

34   Giorgio Giordano, ‘Profilo di Gaspare De Gregory’, Bolletino Storico Vercellese, 16 (1987), 61-83 (p. 61). His 
name also occurs in written form as ‘Degregori’.
35   Giordano, p. 79.
36   ACV, Atti Capitolari (1842-1850), p. 229. Another booklist in De Gregory’s hand, titled ‘Manoscritti in 
Pergamena’ survives in the Archivio Storico di Crescentino (Libreria di Gaspare De Gregory, f. 127v), see the 
introduction to this volume.
37   ACV, fondo De Gregory, Legato del fu Cav. Presid. G. De Gregory rimesso al Reverend.mo Capitolo in Febbraio 
e Giugno 1847, Carte varie.

then Archbishop of York, took measures to prevent 
the spreading of his cult, it evidently enjoyed wide 
support. Records show that offerings made to Thomas 
of Lancaster in 1322 totalled over one hundred 
pounds, approximately a quarter of the average 
yearly offerings to all the shrines of Christ Church 
Canterbury combined.30 The cult’s popularity peaked 
with the encouragement of Edward III, but rapidly 
declined after 1331 when the Crown ceased to petition 
for Lancaster’s canonization.31 Few devotional texts to 
him survive, and most of those date from the first half 
of the fourteenth century, significantly earlier than 
Vercelli CCXXV. However, the cult did enjoy a brief 
resurgence of popularity under Henry VI, and in 1466 
a number of miracles are reported to have occurred 
at Lancaster’s tomb.32 This may perhaps account for 
Lancaster’s presence in Vercelli CCXXV and allows us 

to consider this date as a possible terminus post quem for the book.
Texts associated with Lancaster’s veneration are indeed rare (Fig. 23 and Plate 

21). An incomplete office can be found in London, British Library, MS Royal 12.C.xii; 
another possible fragment is on f. 85r of Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS e Musaeo 139; 
and a vita likely composed shortly after Lancaster’s death has come down to us in two 
continental manuscripts of the late fifteenth-century.33 Other than these, evidence for 
liturgical celebration of the cult has hitherto been restricted to four suffrages. Dallas, 
Bridwell Library, MS 13 (early s. xiv); Baltimore, Walters Art Museum, MS W 105 (s. xiv); 
Cologne, Historisches Archiv, MS W 28 (s. xv); and Cambridge, Clare College, MS 6 (s. 
xiii, memoria added s. xiv) each contain only a single prayer. Vercelli CCXXV is, therefore, 
the only surviving manuscript to contain multiple suffrages to Thomas of Lancaster (art. 
52), and its three memoriae almost double the number of such texts already known. 
They also provide the only duplicate text, with the first prayer in Vercelli CCXXV clearly 
showing a version (albeit not a very close one) of that in Bridwell MS 13. The number of 
Lancastrian texts in Vercelli CCXXV is remarkable not only because it is unique among 
other manuscripts containing such prayers, but also because Thomas of Lancaster is the 
only ‘saint’ to receive such treatment in Vercelli CCXXV. All the other saints have at most 
only a single suffrage, preceded by an antiphon, a versicle, and a response. Some, such as 
Apollonia and Giles, do not even show all these elements. There cannot have been many 

30   Ibid., p. 69. For extracts from the accounts of Christ Church Canterbury, see Charles E. Woodruff, ‘The 
Financial Aspect of the Cult of St. Thomas of Canterbury’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 44 (1932), 13-32 (p. 19). The 
average, of £462 17s. 3d., is for the years 1314 to 1323. This is unusually high as the period includes the third 
Jubilee of Becket’s martyrdom, 1320.
31   Echerd, p. 162.
32   Abbreviata Chronica ab anno 1377 usque ad annum 1469, ed. by J. J. Smith, Cambridge Antiquarian Society, 
Quarto Publications 2 (Cambridge: Deighton, 1840), p. 10. 
33   Berlin, Staatsbibliothek, MS Theol. Lat. Fol. 706 (late s. xv) and Vienna, ÖNB, MS Cod. S.n.12.708-12.709 
(late s. xv). See Echerd, pp. 174-5 and 268-9. 

Fig. 23: f. 154v, Suffrage for 
Thomas of Lancaster

Fig. 24: Inner board, trimmed 
ex libris of Gaspare Antonio De Gregory



Katherine Hindley96 9797History and Ownership

that the owner(s) of Vercelli CCXXV followed neither of these proclamations. On f. 62r 
there is an English indulgence stating that ‘Pope innocent hase grawnt tylle euery man and 
woman sayng þis preyer deuowtly for ylke tyme sayde. iiii. ʒere of perdon.’ There is no sign 
that anyone has attempted to erase the title ‘Pope’. Similarly, ‘Dominus papa i-nocencius 
quartus’ is mentioned on f. 157v, and on f. 194r there are references to both ‘dominus papa 
Johannes xxiius’ and to ‘beatus leo papa’. The manuscript also contains a prayer to Thomas 
Becket, beginning ‘Gaude lux londoniarum’ (ff. 151r-152v) which has similarly been left 
untouched. Discussing the effect of Henry’s proclamations, Eamon Duffy notes that:

[…] to quite a startling extent this process of censorship was extended into 
the private prayer-life of the laity. The overwhelming majority of surviving 
manuscript and printed Books of Hours show that most Tudor devotees 
dutifully blotted, scraped or sliced the Pope and St Thomas Becket out of their 
devotions: indeed, the absence of such deletions is a reasonably safe indication 
that the book was not in use in England in the later part of Henry’s reign.47

Of course, Vercelli CCXXV is not a Book of Hours and is perhaps less likely to be 
included in the ‘books used in churches’ mentioned in the proclamation of 1535. However, 
the fact that the practice of removing the names of Thomas Becket and of the popes was 
widespread is nevertheless highly suggestive. As we know that the book must have made 
its way from England into France at some point in its history, the fact that it has not been 
altered could suggest that it arrived there before Henry’s proclamations were made: in 
other words, before June 1535.  

The sixty or seventy years between the manuscript’s creation and its departure from 
England are significantly harder to reconstruct. Before considering its original owners 
in greater detail, it is relevant to determine whether it was made for a particular owner 
or whether it was produced without a specific owner in mind. I have already mentioned 
that the number of prayers to Thomas of Lancaster is surprising, suggesting perhaps that 
the manuscript was made for a patron. This seems to be confirmed by other elements of 
the manuscript’s construction. First, Vercelli CCXXV contains one full-page illustration 
depicting the Mass of St Gregory, further discussed elsewhere in this volume by Matthew 
Parkinson-Bennett. In addition, forty-one of the pages in the manuscript are two-thirds 
blank or more, and at least twenty of these carry notes on the subject with which they 
were to be illustrated. The fact that the illustrator stopped before completing these 
pictures could also suggest the influence of a patron, who was perhaps not satisfied with 
the artist’s initial work, realised that illustrating the rest of the manuscript as planned 
would be too expensive, or perhaps died before the manuscript could be finished. It is 
also conceivable that the manuscript was a workshop’s display copy. Although there may 
have been different display copies for people of different rank and pecuniary means, as 
the only full-page illustration is not of the highest quality this possibility seems rather 
unlikely. Furthermore, the fact that almost half of the manuscript’s blank pages contain 
notes to the illustrator indicates that a much more complete scheme of illustration was 

47   Eamon Duffy, Marking the Hours: English People and their Prayers (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 
2006), pp. 151-2.

(Fig. 24).38 There is no rue Saint-Florentin in Aix-en-Provence, and it therefore seems 
logical to assume that the address refers to the street in Paris, a city in which De Gregory 
spent much time.39 Although it is possible that this was added to the book long after it 
was acquired, De Gregory used several different ex libris labels during his life, reflecting 
changes of address and status; and he seems to have been diligent about using them in 
recently purchased books.40 Assuming, then, that the ex libris would most likely have been 
added to the manuscript when it was bought, the information it contains can be used 
to narrow down the time period in which the manuscript might have been purchased. 
De Gregory must have been living in Paris, he must have held the title Chevalier, and he 
must already have become Honorary President of the royal court of Aix. He received the 
presidency on 13 April 1829.41 The title ‘Chevalier’ was awarded to him some time in 1832 
when he was made a Knight of the Order of Saint Gregory the Great by Pope Gregory XVI, 
as a result of his work on De Imitatione Christi.42 In the September of this year he seems to 
have stayed at 15 rue St Florentin for the first time, in a third-floor apartment owned by a 
man named Trouvet.43 He went to Aix-en-Provence in 1836, moving his lodgings from rue 
St Florentin to 4 rue Luxembourg upon his next return to Paris.44 Judging from these facts 
and dates, it seems probable that De Gregory purchased the manuscript in Paris between 
the autumn of 1832 and the end of 1836. 

Without knowing where exactly De Gregory acquired the manuscript, it is impossible 
to follow its history back any further. However, it is possible to draw some conclusions 
about when it may have arrived in France. During the reign of Henry VIII, two well-
known royal proclamations attempted to control the contents of English prayer books. 
The first of these was made on 9 June 1535, and called for:

[…] all manner prayers, orisons, rubrics, canons in mass-books and all 
other books used in churches, wherein the said bishop of Rome is named 
or his presumptuous and proud pomp and authority preferred, utterly to be 
abolished, eradicated and erased out.45

The second, of November 1538, required all images of Thomas Becket to be destroyed 
and ordered that prayers in his name be ‘erased and put out of all the books’.46 It is clear 

38   Francesco Malaguzzi, Biblioteche storiche disperse (Turin: Centro Studi Piemontesi, 1999), p. 85.
39   See Giordano, ‘Profilo’. De Gregory also mentions working with manuscripts in Paris in the opening chapters 
of his De Imitatione Christi et Contemptu Mundi (Paris: Lutetiæ, 1833).
40   Six of De Gregory’s ex libris labels are reproduced in Malaguzzi, p. 85.
41   Giordano, p. 68.
42   Mario Ogliaro, L’Imitazione di Cristo e il suo autore nelle ricerche in Italia e in Francia di Gaspare De Gregory 
(Vercelli: Società Storica Vercellese, 2004) p. 107. De Gregory’s work De Imitatione Christi et Contempto Mundi 
(Paris, 1833) attempted to attribute the text of the De Imitatione Christi to Johannes Gersen of Vercelli.
43   Ogliaro, p. 96.
44   Ogliaro, pp. 107-8.
45   Tudor Royal Proclamations, ed. by Paul L. Hughes and James F. Larkin, 3 vols (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 1964-1969), I, p. 231, no. 158.
46   Hughes and Larkin, I, pp. 270-6, no. 186.
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again in a list of ‘Presbiteri’ made on 8 April 1424.50 The first of these entries connects him 
with ‘Lanercaste’ and the second with ‘Lanercost’. Both presumably refer to Lanercost in 
Cumbria, where an Augustinian monastery - Lanercost Priory - was founded in 1169.51 
This, however, is rather a long way from Pontefract, where Thomas of Lancaster was most 
highly regarded. Furthermore, Vercelli CCXXV was perhaps made several decades after 
the 1420s. While it is of course possible that this William was a young man in the 1420s 
and purchased the manuscript as an old man, he probably lived too early to make him a 
persuasive candidate.

Unlike the ordination lists, many of the surviving Yorkshire wills have been indexed 
and are easily searchable. There are no plausible candidates in the index of wills from 
the Chancery court of York between 1427 and 1658.52 Nor are there any candidates in 
the Index of Wills in the York Registry 1389 to 1514,53 the index of wills entered into 
the archbishops’ registers, and there are none in the index of wills from the Dean and 
Chapter’s court at York.54 Finally, however, a possible candidate appears in the Index of 
Wills in the York Registry A.D. 1514 to 1553: a priest in Wakefield named Sir William 
Joyse.55 William Joyse - also written as ‘Joyes’ and ‘Joys’ - was a priest at the Chantry 
Chapel of St Mary the Virgin on Wakefield Bridge. He was instituted as chaplain of the 
chantry chapel on 26 May 1498, and died before 16 July 1535, when his will was proved.56 
This will survives in York, Borthwick Institute, Prob. Reg. 11, f. 145r. The location of the 
chantry chapel makes this identification tempting - Wakefield is less than ten miles from 
Pontefract. Furthermore, Joyse’s will makes clear that he owned multiple books. He left 
one called ‘the [...]wrenyches’ to a man named John Pere, and in appointing his fellow 
chaplain Robert Skelton as ‘supervisor’ of his will, asked for ‘suche books as I have to bee 
disposede by his discretione’. 

50   Church Authority and Power in Medieval and Early Modern Britain: The Episcopal Registers, 1215-1650: 
Part One: Registers of the Archbishops of York, 1215-1650, 22 reels (Brighton: Harvester Press Microform 
Publications, 1983) X, of York, Borthwick Institute AB Reg 20, the register of Archbishop William Booth, 1452-
1464, ff. 355v and 368r. 
51   See Lanercost Priory <www.lanercostpriory.org.uk/history/history.html> [15/12/2011].
52   Index of the Original Documents of the Consistory Court of York, A.D. 1427 to A.D. 1658 and also of the Probate 
and Administration Acts in the Court of the Dean of York, A.D. 1604 to A.D. 1772, The Yorkshire Archaeological 
Society Record Series 73 (Leeds: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1928). The Borthwick Archives note that 
these are actually wills from the Chancery Court, published under an erroneous title, and that the earliest of 
them are in fact Exchequer court wills.
53   Index of Wills in the York Registry: 1389 to 1514, The Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Association 
Record Series 6 (Worksop: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1889).
54   Index of the Wills and Administrations entered in the Registers of the Archbishops at York, being Consistory 
Wills, &c., A.D. 1316 to A.D. 1822. Known as the Archbishops’ Wills, The Yorkshire Archaeological Society 
Record Series 93 (Wakefield: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1936). The Borthwick Archives correct this title 
to read ‘Chancery’ rather than ‘Consistory’. Index of Wills, etc., from the Dean and Chapter’s Court at York A.D. 
1321 to 1636; with appendix of original wills A.D. 1524 to 1724, The Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record 
Series 38 (Worksop: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1907).
55   Index of Wills in the York Registry: A.D. 1514 to 1553, The Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
Association Record Series 11 (Leeds: Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Association, 1891), p. 101.
56   J. W. Walker, Wakefield: Its History and People (Wakefield: The West Yorkshire Printing Co. Limited, 1934), 
p. 202.

originally planned. The evidence of the illustration of the prayers seems, therefore, to 
strongly indicate the involvement of an individual in commissioning the manuscript.

The miscellaneous contents of Vercelli CCXXV also increase the likelihood that we are 
dealing with a book that was personalized for a client. It seems likely that the texts were 
collected from a number of exemplars, in particular on the evidence of the Latin forms 
used for the petitioner to refer to him or herself. On f. 156r, the petitioner makes the 
request ‘concede michi. N. indigno peccatori’, the masculine forms of the Latin indicating 
a male reader.48 By contrast, the phrase ‘ego indigna et peccatrix necgligens et scelerata 
famula tua’, which occurs on f. 99rv, assumes a female reader. If this was done deliberately, 
perhaps for the manuscript to be used collectively within a family, then it seems likely that 
a patron requested that particular prayers be written in particular forms. If it was done 
accidentally, as is also possible, it suggests that the manuscript was probably compiled 
from several different exemplars, some intended for male readers and some for female 
readers. Confusion of grammatical gender could then occur if the scribe or scribes had an 
insufficient grasp of Latin to notice the errors, or if they copied in a mechanical fashion. 
The scribal errors in Vercelli CCXXV, such as an occasional miscounting of minims, 
appear to indicate that this may have been the case.	

Vercelli CCXXV contains just a single clue to the identity of its original or early owner: 
a partially illegible ownership inscription on the manuscript’s first page (Plate 3). Even 
under ultra-violet light and with the use of multi-spectral imaging, the most useful part 
of the inscription - the owner’s surname - remains unreadable. A conjectural reading of 
the traces was suggested by the former Vercelli librarian Giuseppe Ferraris: ‘Dominus 
guilelmus Ja[...] presbiter [huius] libri possessor’.49 If we follow this reading we must, 
therefore, assume that the owner was a priest - as shown by the title ‘Dominus’ - named 
William, with a short surname beginning with J, probably followed by an a. It is also 
obvious from the manuscript traces that the surname was relatively short. Assuming a 
Yorkshire origin and/or provenance, as suggested above, we could further speculate that 
he might have lived there, and that it is likely that he was alive during the second half of 
the fifteenth century. 

With only this information to go on, it seems likely that William J?’s identity will 
never be known. Adding to the problem is the difficulty of searching the ordination 
lists, perhaps the most likely place for a priest’s name to be recorded. In contemporary 
Yorkshire the lists were kept in the Archbishops’ registers, meaning that they were mixed 
among many other records and are unwieldy to search. Furthermore, as it is impossible to 
know whether William bought the manuscript as an old or a young man, or even whether 
he was the original owner, it is also impossible to narrow down the years in which he 
might be expected to appear. For these reasons, I focused the majority of my efforts on 
more easily accessible resources, and I should stress that there may well be other possible 
candidates among the Yorkshire registers. 

In the registers that I searched the only name which might match Vercelli CCXXV is 
the William Joy or Jay who appears in a list of ‘Diaconi’ made on 28 December 1423, and 

48   The capital .N. is used to stand for the Latin nomen, in prayers in which the petitioner is required to name 
him or herself. This was standard practice.
49   See ACV, fondo Giuseppe Ferraris, Quaderni, Serie Codici, 16, p. 109.
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Appendix

A Suffrage to Thomas of Lancaster (ff. 154v-155v arts. 52a, b)

Art. 52a
O thoma lancastrie miles ihesu christi. qui pro anglie mortem pertulisti presta pacem 
patrie parcens regno tristi faciens nos scandere regna que petisti. 
V. Ora pro nobis thoma christi miles. Qui numquam pauperes tenuisti [v]iles. [f. 155r] 
Oremus. 
Oratio. 
Deus pro cuius populo plebisque pressura immobilis miles thomas lancastrie decollari 
presta quesumus ut mortis sue memores ab omni dolore corporis et gehenne incendiis 
eius meritis et intercessione protegi mereamur. Per dominum. 

Art. 52b
A. Miles constans pugil fertis comes fidus fratribus probris patens pene mortis. Plectitur 
per legibus anglicane qui cohortis pestes premat [f. 155v] pretibus et devotos sibi fortis 
sacris iungat cetibus
V. Ora pro miseris comes beate. R. Qui morte plecteris per veritate. 
Oratio 
Beati martiris tui militisque fidelis thome merita domine veniantes te suppliciter exoramus 
ut qui veritatis et legum firmus factus est defensor nostre necessitatis et angustie semper 
apud te propicius sit adiutor. Per dominum nostrum ihesum christum. Amen.

However, this William Joyse does not seem to have been the only Wakefield chaplain 
by that name. John W. Walker, in his history of Wakefield, notes that:

 
In 1454 a messuage in the west street of Wakefield was left by Thomas 
Beaumont to William Joys, chaplain, Robert Hill, Robert Gryce and John Joys 
but charged with an annual payment of three silver shillings to the Chantry 
or Chapel of the Blessed Mary on Wakefield bridge, to be paid at the feasts of 
St Michael, the Purification of the Virgin, and Pentecost, in equal portions.57 

This is more than eighty years before the death of the William Joyse mentioned 
above, making it probably too early to refer plausibly to the same person. Furthermore, 
in the register of Thomas Rotherham, Archbishop of York between 1480 and 1500, there 
is recorded the ‘Collation of Richard Sikys, chaplain, to the chantry of St Mary on the 
bridge, Wakefield, vacant by the resignation of William Joy; patronage in the archbishop’s 
hands by a lapse of time. Cawod, 21 Aug. 1484’.58 It is impossible for the William Joy 
who resigned in 1484 to be the same man who was priest of the chapel at his death in 
1535. Either of these Wakefield Williams, however, could plausibly have been the owner 
of Vercelli CCXXV. 

William J? is not the only person whose name is written into Vercelli CCXXV. On 
f. 105v a list of names is scribbled in a later hand, perhaps of the sixteenth century. 
Although difficult to decipher, it appears to read ‘Wyllyelm| James| Anthone Guy| Ricard 
mel| necolas forner| Wylliam […]es| Rapllay methlayt’. These may perhaps be the owner’s 
friends or family members, or later owners of the manuscript. Although the surnames 
‘Guy’, ‘Mell’ and ‘Forner’ are all common across England, ‘Methlay’ supports the theory 
that Vercelli CCXXV was owned in Yorkshire and near Pontefract. The International 
Genealogical Index contains only four records of people surnamed ‘Methlay’ for the years 
between 1500 and 1700, all of whom are from Yorkshire and three of whom are from 
Pontefract.59 

The manuscript’s history can, therefore, be summarised as follows. It seems likely that 
it was owned in the area of Yorkshire surrounding Pontefract, with its first owner being 
particularly devoted to Thomas of Lancaster. The priest William J? owned the manuscript 
at an early stage, as perhaps did one or more of the men whose names appear on f. 105v. 
At some point the manuscript must have left England, possibly before 1535. It surfaced in 
France in the first half of the 1830s, when it was purchased by Gaspare De Gregory, and 
finally arrived in the Biblioteca Capitolare in 1847, after De Gregory’s death, where it has 
been ever since.

57   Walker, p. 203. A messuage is a dwelling house with its associated outhouses and land.
58   Diocesis Eboracensis Registrum Thome Rotherham pars prima / The Register of Thomas Rotherham, 
Archbishop of York 1480-1500, ed. by Eric E. Barker, The Canterbury and York Society 69 (Torquay: Devonshire 
Press, 1976), 111.
59   International Genealogical Index, <www.familysearch.org> [last access 6 June 2012].



Bibliography

Handwritten Documents

ACV
Atti Capitolari (1832-1841)

——–, Minutari (1845-1875)

——–, (1867-1876)

——–, (1934-1941)

——–, (1942-1952)

Cathalogus Rev. Canonicorum Ecclesiae Vercellensis Sancti Eusebii

Catalogo dei Codici dell’Archivio del Capitolo Metropolitano Eusebiano

Descrizione dei Codici Esistenti Nell’Archivio Capitolare di S. Eusebio in Vercelli Compilata Dal 
Canonico Archivista Pietro Canetti Nel Decennio 1878-1888

fondo De Gregory, Documenti del Cav. Gaspare De Gregory

——–, Elenco dei Libri d’Eredità del Cav.re Gasparo Degregory Presidente

——–, Legato del fu Cav. Presid. G. De Gregory rimesso al Reverend.mo Capitolo in Febbraio e Giugno 
1847, Carte varie

——–, Manoscritti e corrispondenze del Cav. De Gregory

fondo Giuseppe Ferraris, Quaderni, Serie Codici, 16

ASCC
fondo De Gregory, Carte relative alla famiglia De Gregory

——–, Carte riguardanti beni della Biblioteca Gregoriana. Testamento e inventari

——–, Elenco generale delle opere esistenti nella Libreria del S.r. V.ce Aud.re di Guerra Gaspare De 
Gregory

——–, Journal des voyages (1825-1843)

——–, Journal des Voyages 1825-1833

——–, Varietà Analisi di Varii Libri fatta dall’avv. Gaspare De Gregory dall’anno 1796 al 1798

——–, Viaggi dal 1813 al 1822

——–, Voyage de Paris dall’anno 1809 all’anno 1825

ASCV
Carte De Gregory



144 145

Brown, Carleton and Rossell Hope Robbins, Supplement to the Index of Middle English Verse 
(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1965)

Brunel, Cloris, ‘Notice du manuscript 60 de la bibliothèque de la ville de Rodez, contenant entre 
autres un sermon de saint Vincent Ferrier,’ Bibliothèque de l’école des chartes, 94 (1933), 5-26

Brunet, Jacques-Charles, Manuel du Librarie et de l’Amateur de Livres, 5 vols (Paris: Silvestre, 1842-4)

Bühler, Curt F., ‘A Middle English Prayer Roll,’ Modern Language Notes, 52 (1937), 555-62

——–, The Fifteenth Century Book (Philadephia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1960)

Caiger-Smith, Alan, English Medieval Mural Paintings (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963)

Catalogue Général des Manuscrits des Bibliothèques Publiques de France, 116 vols (Paris: Imprimerie 
Nationale, 1849-1993)

Catalogue of Manuscripts of the Folger Library: Washington DC, vol. 1 (Boston: G.K. Hall, 1971, 1988)

Cerutti, Anna, ‘Legatura del Codice A’ in Et verbum caro factum est... La Bibbia oggi e la sua 
trasmissione nei secoli, ed. by Sofia Uggé and Gianmario Ferraris (Vercelli: Tipografia Edizioni 
Saviolo, 2005)

Church Authority and Power in Medieval and Early Modern Britain: The Episcopal Registers, 1215-
1650: Part One: Registers of the Archbishops of York, 1215-1650, 22 reels (Brighton: Harvester 
Press Microform Publications, 1983)

Colgrave, Bertram and R. A. B. Mynors, eds, Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969)

Connolly, Margaret, Index of Middle English Prose, Handlist XIX (Cambridge: Boydell & Brewer 2009)

Crowley, Joseph P., ‘Latin Prayers Added into the Margins of the Prayerbook British Library, Royal 
2.A.XX at the Beginnings of the Monastic Reform in Worcester,’ Sacris Erudiri, 45 (2006), 223-303

Cumming, William Patterson, The Revelations of Saint Birgitta, EETS o.s. 178 (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1929)

De Gregory, Gaspare Antonio, Istoria della Vercellese letteratura ed arti, 3 vols (Turin: Tipografia 
Chirio & Mina, 1819-1824), I, pp. 157-163

——–, De Imitatione Christi et Contemptu Mundi (Paris: Firmin Didot, 1833).

——–, Histoire du livre de l’Imitation de Jésu-Christ et de son véritable auteur (Paris: Imprimerie de 
Crapelet, 1843)

——–, Aperçu Statistique de l’Arrondisment de Lanzo dans le départment de l’Éridan, ed. by Carlo 
Santacroce, (Lanzo: Società Storica delle Valli di Lanzo, 2002)

De la Mare, Albinia C., Catalogue of the Collection of Medieval Manuscripts Bequeathed to The 
Bodleian Library, Oxford by James P.R. Lyell (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971)

De Leeuw, Patricia, ‘Unde et Memores: Memory and the Mass of St. Gregory’, in Memory and the Middle 
Ages, ed. by Nancy Netzer and Virginia Reinburg (Boston: Boston College Museum of Art 1995), pp. 33-42

De Libris. Cinquecento anni di bibliofilia in Piemonte, ed. by Francesco Malaguzzi, (Torino: Centro 
Studi Piemontesi, 2007)

Printed books
Alexander, J. J. G., ‘Foreign Illuminators and Illuminated Manuscripts’ in The Cambridge History of 

the Book In Britain vol. III, 1400-1557, ed. by Hellinga and Trapp, pp. 47-64

Allen, Hope Emily, ‘The Mystical Lyrics of the Manuel des Pechiez’, Romanic Review, 9 (1918), 154-193

——–, Writings ascribed to Richard Rolle, Hermit of Hampole, and Materials for his Biography 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1927)

Anderson, Rev. William James, ‘Andrew Lundy’s Primer’, Innes Review, 11 (1960), 39-51

Andrews, G. et al., The Pontifical of Egbert, Archbishop of York, Surtees Society 27 (London: J.B. 
Nichols and Sons, 1853)

Arnold-Forster, Frances Egerton, Studies in Church Dedications, or, England’s Patron Saints, 3 vols 
(London: Skeffington and Son, 1899)

Atkinson, Robert, and John Henry Benard, eds, The Irish Liber Hymnorum, 2 vols (London: Harrison 
and Sons, 1898)

Aubert, Hippolyte, ‘Notices sur les manuscrits Petau conservés à la bibliothèque de Genève (Fonds 
Ami Lullin)’, Bibliothèque de l’école des chartes, 79 (1909), 247-302

Augustine, Sancti Aurelii Augustini Hipponensis Episcopi, Opera Omnia, 15 vols (Paris: Gaume 
fraters, 1836-8)

Barker, Eric Ernest, The Register of Thomas Rotherham, Archbishop of York 1480-1500, The 
Canterbury and York Society 69 (Torquay: Devonshire Press, 1976)

Benedictine Monks of Solesmes, Revelationes Gertrudianae ac Mechthildianae, vol. II, S. Mechthildis 
virginis s. Benedicti Liber specialis gratiae (Paris: H. Oudin, 1877)

Benskin, Michael ‘The letters <þ> and <y> in later Middle English, and some related matters’, Journal 
of the Society of Archivists, 7.1 (1982), 13-30

Benton, Gerald Montagu, The Church of St. Ouen (alias St. Andrew): Fingringhoe, Essex (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1938)

Bertelli, Carlo, ‘The Image of Pity in Santa Croce in Gerusalemme’ in Essays in the History of Art 
Presented to Rudolf Wittkower, ed. by Douglas Fraser, Howard Hibbard, and Milton J. Lewine 
(London: Phaidon Press, 1967), pp. 40-55

Bonaventure, Opera omnia, 6 vols (Vatican: 1668)

Bossy, John, ‘Christian Life in the Later Middle Ages: Prayers’, Transactions of the Royal Historical 
Society, sixth series, vol. I (1991), 137-50

Bradshaw, Henry, Collected Papers (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1889)

Braida, Ludovica, Il commercio delle idee. Editoria e circolazione del libro nella Torino del Settecento, 
(Florence: Olschki, 1995)	

Brie, Friedrich W. D., The Brut or the Chronicles of England, Early English Text Society OS 131, 2 vols 
(London: Trübner & Co., 1906, 1908)

Brooks, Nicholas, The Early History of the Church of Canterbury: Christ Church from 597 to 1066 
(Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1984)



146 147

Friedman, John B., ‘Books, Owners and Makers in Fifteenth-Century Yorkshire: The Evidence from 
some Wills and Extant Manuscripts’ in Latin and Vernacular: Studies in Late-Medieval Texts 
and Manuscripts, ed. by Alastair Minnis (Cambridge: Brewer, 1989), pp. 111-127

——–, Northern English Books, Owners, and Makers in the Late Middle Ages (Syracuse: Syracuse 
University Press, 1995)

Gamber, Klaus, ‘Fragmenta Liturgica IV, “Officium missae graecae” der Pfarrei U.L. Frau in Bamberg,’ 
Sacris Erudiri, 19 (1969), 199-260

Giordano, G., ‘Profilo di Gaspare De Gregory’, Bolletino Storica Vercellese, 16 (1987), 61-83

Gjerløw, Lilli., Adoratio Crucis: The Regularis Concordia and the Decreta Lanfranci; Manuscript 
Studies in the Early Medieval Church of Norway (Oslo: Norwegian University Press, 1961)

Griffiths, Jeremy and Derek Pearsall, eds, Book Production and Publishing in Britain 1375-1475 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989)

Guibert, Louis, Nouveau recueil de registres domestiques limousins et marchois, 2 vols (Paris: 
Libraires de l’Ecole des Chartes, 1895)

Gwara, Scott J., ‘Three Unpublished Prayers From AM ms. 655 4 XXIII,’ Mediaeval Studies, 53 
(1991), 177-96

Halliwell-Phillips, James Orchard, The Manuscript Rarities of the University of Cambridge (London: 
Thomas Rodd, 1841)

Hamilton, J. S., ed., Fourteenth Century England, vol. IV (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2006)

Hanna III, Ralph, Smaller Bodleian Collections: English miscellaneous, English poetry, English 
theology, Finch, Latin theology, Lyell, Radcliffe Trust, The Index of Middle English Prose, Handlist 
XII (Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 1997)

Harben, Henry Andrade, A Dictionary of London: Being Notes Topographical and Historical Relating to 
the Streets and Principal Buildings in the City of London (London: Herbert Jenkins Limited, 1918)

Hardwick, Charles and H. R. Luard, A Catalogue of the Manuscripts Preserved in the Library of the 
University of Cambridge, 5 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1856-67)

Harris, Kate, ‘Patrons, Buyers and Owners: The Evidence for Ownership and the Role of Book 
Owners in Book Production and the Book Trade’, in Book Production and Publishing in Britain 
1375-1475, ed. by Griffiths and Pearsall (1989), pp. 163-199

Hedegård, Gösta, Liber Iuratus Honorii: A Critical Edition of the Latin Version of the Sworn Book of 
Honorius, Studia Latina Stockholmiensia 48 (Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell, 2002)

Hellinga, Lotte, ‘Importation of Books Printed on the Continent into England and Scotland before c. 
1520’, in Printing the Written Word, ed. by Sandra Hindman (1991), pp. 205-224

——–, with Joseph B. Trapp, eds, The Cambridge History of the Book In Britain vol. III, 1400-1557, 6 
vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999-)

Hindman, Sandra, ed., Printing the Written Word: The Social History of Books, circa 1450-1520 
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1991)

Holthausen, Ferdinand, ‘Altenglische Interlinearversionen Lateinischer Gebete und Beichten,’ 
Anglia, Zeitschrift für Englische Philologie, 65 (1941), 230-254

Delisle, Léopold., ‘Les Heures de Blanche de France, duchesse d’Orléans,’ Bibliothèque de l’école des 
chartes, 66 (1905), 489-539

De Pasquale, Andrea, ‘Gaspare Antonio De Gregory e la sua biblioteca. Bibliofilia e politica in 
Piemonte tra XVIII e XIX secolo’, Culture del testo e del documento, le discipline del libro nelle 
biblioteche e negli archivi, 3 (2000), 25-82

Derolez, Albert, The Palaeography of Gothic Manuscript Books (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2003)

Dionisotti, Carlo, Notizie biografiche dei vercellesi illustri (Biella: Tipografia Amosso, 1862)

Douais, C., ‘Poésies ou prières à la Vierge (XIe et XIIe siècles),’ Revue des langues romanes, 38 
(1895), 113-26

Doyle, A. I., ‘The Speculum Spiritualium from Manuscript to Print’, The Journal of the Early Book 
Society, 11 (2008), 145–53

——–, ‘Penwork Flourishing of Initials in England from c.1380’ in Tributes to Kathleen L. Scott, ed. 
by Villalobos-Hennessy, pp. 65-72

Duckett, George F., ‘Letter from Stephen, the Prior of St. John of Pontefract, to Peter, Abbot of Cluni, 
Explanatory of the Causes which Hindered his Undertaking of the Visitation of the Cluniac 
Order in England’, The Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Journal, 9 (1886), 438-40

Duff, Edward G., The Printers, Stationers, and Bookbinders of Westminster and London from 1476-
1535 (London, 1906)

Duffy, Eamon, The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England c.1400-c.1580 (London: 
Yale University Press, 1992)

——–, Marking the Hours: English People and their Prayers (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2006)

Dutschke, C. W. and Richard H. Rouse, Guide to Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the 
Huntington Library, 2 vols (San Marino: Huntington Library and Art Gallery, 1989)

Echerd, Arthur R. Jr, Canonization and Politics in Late Medieval England: The Cult of Thomas of 
Lancaster, unpublished PhD dissertation, (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1983)

Edwards, J., ‘The Cult of ‘St.’ Thomas of Lancaster and its Iconography’, Yorkshire Archaeological 
Journal, 64 (1992), 103-22

Ellis, John M., ‘Thomas Ellis, Gentleman and Merchant, Alderman and Mayor of Doncaster’, 
Foundations: Journal of the Foundation for Medieval Genealogy, 2 (2006), 47-53 

——–, ‘More Concerning Thomas Ellis’, Foundations: Journal of the Foundation for Medieval 
Genealogy, 3 (2009), 77-79

Erler, Mary C., ‘Devotional Literature’ in The Cambridge History of the Book In Britain vol. III, 1400-
1557, ed. by Hellinga and Trapp, pp. 495-525

Farquhar, James Douglas, and Hindman, Sarah, Pen to Press: Illuminted Manuscripts and Printed 
Books in the First Century of Printing (College Park, Maryland: Art Department Gallery, 
University of Maryland, 1977)

Festa, Giovanni Battista, Un Galateo femminile italiano del Trecento (Bari: Gius. Laterza & Figli, 1910)



148 149

Kehrein, Joseph, Lateinische Sequenzen des Mittelalters aus Handschriften und Drucken (Mainz: 
Florian Kupferberg, 1873)

Kelly, Thomas Forrest, ‘New Music from Old: The Structuring of Responsory Prosas’, Journal of the 
American Musicological Society, 30 (1977), 366-90

——–, The Practice of Medieval Music: Studies in Chant and Performance (Farnham: Ashgate/
Variorum, 2010)

Ker, N.R., Catalogue of Manuscripts Containing Anglo-Saxon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1957)

——–, Medieval Manuscripts in British Libraries, 5 vols (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969-2002)

Kidd, Peter, ‘Supplement to the Guide to Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the Huntington 
Library,’ Huntington Library Quarterly, 72 (2009), 1-101

La Porta Magica. Luoghi e memorie nel giardino di piazza Vittorio, ed. by Nicoletta Cardano, 
(Roma: Palombi Editori, 1990)

Lemarié, J., ‘Le Pontifical d’Hugues de Salins,’ Studi Medievali, 19 (1978), 362-425

Leonardi, Timoty,  ‘Il custode dei tesori del Capitolo Eusebiano’ in Mons. Giuseppe Ferraris... a 10 
anni dalla morte. Un sacerdote vercellese tra storia e pastorale, ed. by Timoty Leonardi (Vercelli: 
Gallo Edizioni, 2010), pp. 89-103 

Leroquais, Victor, Les Livres d’Heures Manuscrits de la Bibliothèque Nationale, 3 vols (Paris: Protat 
Frères, 1927-43)

Lewis, Flora, ‘The Veronica: Image, Legend and Viewer’ in England in the Thirteenth Century: 
Proceedings of the 1984 Harlaxton Symposium ed. by W.M. Ormrod (Indiana: Harlaxton 
College, 1985, reissued Suffolk: Boydell Press, 1986), pp. 100-106

Lieftinck, Gerald Issac, ‘Pour une nomenclature de l’écriture livresque de la période dite gothique’ 
in Nomenclature des écritures livresque du IXe au XVIe siècle, ed. by B. Bischoff, G.I. Lieftinck 
and G. Battelli, Colloques Internationaux du C.N.R.S., Sciences Humaines, 4 (Paris: Centre 
Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique, 1954), pp. 15-34

Lomartire, Saverio, ‘La coperta del Liber Evangeliorum, Codice C della Biblioteca Capitolare di 
Vercelli’ in La bellezza nella Parola. Il nuovo Evangeliario Ambrosiano e capolavori antichi, ed. 
by Umberto Bordoni and Norberto Valli (Milan: Silvana Editoriale, 2011)

Macray, William D., Bodleian Library Quarto Catalogues no. IX: Digby Manuscripts, rev. by R.W. 
Hunt and A.G. Watson (Oxford: Bodleian Library, 1999)

Maddicott, John Robert, Thomas of Lancaster, 1307-1322: A Study in the Reign of Edward II (London: 
Oxford University Press, 1970)

Malaguzzi, Francesco, De Libris Compactis. Legature di pregio in Piemonte. Il Vercellese, (Turin: 
Centro Studi Piemontesi, 1998)

——–, Biblioteche storiche disperse (Turin: Centro Studi Piemontesi, 1999)

——–, Collezioni del Museo Civico d’Arte Antica di Torino (Turin: L’Artistica Editrice, 2011)

Mallet, Jean and André Thibaut, Les manuscrits en écriture bénéventaine de la Bibliothèque 
capitulaire de Bénévent (Turnhout: Brepols, 1997)

Horváth, Konstantin, ed, Johannis Lemouicensis opera omnia, 3 vols (Veszprém: Egyházmegyei 
Könyvnyomda, 1932)

Hoskins, Edgar, Horae Beatae Mariae Virginis, or Sarum and York Primers with Kindred Books and 
Primers of the Reformed Roman Use (London: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1901)

Hudry-Bichelonne, F., ‘Notes sur divers manuscrits latins conservés en Allemagne du Sud,’ Bulletin 
d’information de l’Institut de Recherche et d’Histoire des Textes, 13 (1964-5), 9-28.

Hughes, Paul L., and James Francis Larkin, eds, Tudor Royal Proclamations, 3 vols (New Haven, CT: 
Yale University Press, 1964-1969)

Index of Wills in the York Registry: 1389 to 1514, Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
Association Record Series 6 (Worksop: Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
Association, 1889)

Index of Wills in the York Registry: AD 1514 to 1553, Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
Association Record Series 11 (Leeds: Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical 
Association, 1891)

Index of Wills in the York Registry: AD 1568 to 1585, Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series 
19 (Worksop: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1895)

Index of Wills, etc., from the Dean and Chapter’s Court at York. A.D. 1321 to 1636: with Appendix of 
Original Wills A.D. 1524 to 1724, Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series 38 (Worksop: 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1907)

Index of the Original Documents of the Consistory Court of York, A.D. 1427 to A.D. 1658 and also 
of the Probate and Administration Acts in the Court of the Dean of York, A.D. 1604 to A.D. 
1722, The Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series 73 (Leeds: Yorkshire Archaeological 
Society, 1928)

Index of the Wills and Administrations Entered in the Registers of the Archbishops at York, being 
Consistory Wills,&c., A.D. 1316 to A.D. 1822: Known as the Archbishops’ Wills, Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society Record Series 93 (Wakefield: The Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1937)

James, Montague Rhodes, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Fitzwilliam Museum 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1895)

——–, The Western Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge: A Descriptive 
Catalogue, 4 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1900-1904)

——–, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Western Manuscripts in the Library of Clare College, Cambridge 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1905)

——–, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts of Gonville and Caius College (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1907)

——–, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Library of Lambeth Palace (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1932)

——–, A Catalogue of the Medieval Manuscripts in the University Library Aberdeen (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1932)

Jørgensen, Ellen, Catalogus Codicum Latinorum Medii Ævi Bibliothecæ Regiæ Hafniensis 
(Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 1926)



150 151

Panofsky, Erwin, Early Netherlandish Painting: Its Origins and Character, 2 vols. (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1953)

Parkes, Malcolm B., English Cursive Bookhands 1250-1500 (London: Scholar Press, 1979)

——–, The Medieval Manuscripts of Keble College Oxford (London: Scholar Press, 1979)

——–, Their Hands Before Our Eyes: A Closer Look at Scribes (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008)

Romualdo Pasté, ‘Vercelli. Archivio Capitolare’, in Giuseppe Mazzatinti and Albano Sorbelli, Inventari 
dei Manoscritti delle Biblioteche d’Italia, vol. XXXI (Florence: Olschki, 1925), pp. 73-128

Plummer, John, The Glazier Collection of Illuminated Manuscripts (New York: Pierpont Morgan 
Library, 1968)

Preston, Jean F., and Laetitia Yeandle, English Handwriting 1400-1650 (Asheville, NC: University of 
North Carolina at Ashville Press, 1999)

Raine, James, ed., A Volume of English Miscellanies: Illustrating the History and Language of the 
Northern Counties of England, Publications of the Surtees Society, 85 (Durham: Andrews, 1890)

Rand, Kari Anne, Index of Middle English Prose, Handlist XVIII (Cambridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2001)

Randall, Lillian M. C. and Judith Oliver, Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the Walters Art 
Gallery, 5 vols (London; Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989-97)

Redmonds, George, Yorkshire West Riding, English Surnames Series, I (London and Chichester: 
Phillimore, 1973)

Reinburg, Virginia, ‘Praying to Saints in the Late Middle Ages’, Saints: Studies in Hagiography, ed. 
by Sandro Sticca, Medieval & Renaissance Texts & Studies 141 (New York: Centre for Medieval 
and Early Renaissance Studies, SUNY, 1996), pp. 269-282

Rickert, Margaret, ‘Illumination’, in John M. Manly and Edith Rickert, The Text of the Canterbury 
Tales: Studied on the Basis of All Known Manuscripts, 8 vols (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1940, repr. 1967), I, 561-605

Ringbom, Sixten, Icon to Narrative: The Rise of the Dramatic Close-Up in Fifteenth-Century 
Devotional Painting (Abo: Abo Akademi, 1965)

Robbins, Rossell Hope, ‘Private Prayers in Middle English Verse’, Studies in Philology, 36:3 
(1939), 466-475 

——–, ‘Popular Prayers in Middle English Verse’, Modern Philology, 36:4 (1939), 337-350

——–, ‘Levation Prayers in Middle English Verse’, Modern Philology, 40:2 (1942), 131-146

Roberts, Jane, Guide to Scripts Used in English Writings up to 1500 (London: British Library, 2005)

Robinson, Pamela R., Catalogue of Dated and Datable Manuscripts c. 737-1600 in Cambridge 
Libraries (Cambridge: Brewer, 1988)

——–, Catalogue of Dated and Datable Manuscripts c. 888-1600 in London Libraries, vol. II (London: 
The British Libray, 2003)

Rothschild, Jean-P., Bibliographie du Moyen-Âge Tardif. Auteurs et textes latins, 16 (Turnhout: 
Brepols, 2006-7)

May, Herbert Gordon and Bruce Manning Metzger, eds, The Oxford Annotated Bible with the 
Apocrypha (New York: Oxford University Press, 1965)

Mazal, Otto, ‘Ein Gebetbuch Kaiser Maximilians II in der Herzog-August-Bibliothek’ in Miscellanea 
codicologica F. Masai dicata, 2 vols, ed. by P. Cockshaw, M.-C. Garand and P. Jodogne (Gand: E. 
Story-Scientia, 1979), II, pp. 529-534

McIntosh, A., M.L. Samuels and M. Benskin, A Linguistic Atlas of Late Mediaeval English, 4 vols 
(Aberdeen: Aberdeen UP, 1986)

McQuillen, John T., ‘Who Was St Thomas of Lancaster? New Manuscript Evidence,’ in Fourteenth 
Century England, vol. 4, ed. by N. Saul and J.S. Hamilton (Woodbridge: Boydell, 2006), 1-25

Meersseman, Gilles Gérard, Der Hymnos Akathistos im Abendland: II, Gruss-Psalter, Gruss-
Orationen, Gaude-Literatur und Litaneien, Spicilegium Friburgense, 2 and 3 (Freiburg: 
Universitätsverlag Freiburg, 1960)

Meyer, Wilhelm, Die Buchstaben-Verbindungen der sogenannten gothischen Schrift, Abhandlungen 
der königlichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Göttingen, Philologisch-historische Klasse, 
N.S., I, 6 (Berlin: Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1897)

Miles, Margaret M., Maiden and Mother: Prayers, Hymns, Songs and Devotions to Honour the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (London: Burns and Oates, 2001)

Moran, Cardinal Francis Patrick, ed., Acta Sancti Brendani: Original Latin Documents Connected 
with the Life of Saint Brendan, Patron of Kerry and Clonfert (Dublin: William Bernard Kelly, 1872)

Morel, Gall B., Lateinische Hymnen des Mittelalters (Einsiedeln: Carl and Nicolaus Benziger, 1866-8)

Mynors, R. A. B., Catalogue of the Manuscripts of Balliol College, Oxford (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963)

Neigebaur, Johann F., ‘Die Bibliothek des Erzbischöflichen Dom-Capitels zu Vercelli’, Serapeum, 12 
(June 1857), 177-190

Nichols, Anne Eljenholm, ‘“O Vernicle”: Illustrations of an Arma Christi Poem’, in Tributes to 
Kathleen L. Scott, ed. by Villalobos-Hennessy, pp. 139-170

Nilson, Benjamin John, Cathedral Shrines of Medieval England (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1998)

Oeser, Wolfgang, ‘Das a als Grundlage für Schriftvarianten in der gotischen Buchschrift’ Scriptorium, 
25 (1971), 25-45

——–, ‘Beobachtungen zur Strukturierung und Variantenbildung der Textura. Ein Beitrag zur 
Paläographie des Hoch- und Spätmittelalters,’ Archiv für Diplomatik, 40 (1994), 359-439

Ogliaro, Mario, L’Imitazione di Cristo e il suo autore nelle ricerche in Italia e in Francia di Gaspare 
De Gregory (Vercelli: Società Storica Vercellese, 2004)

Orr, Michael T., ‘Hierarchies of Decoration in Early Fifteenth-Centry English Books of Hours’, in 
Tributes to Kathleen L. Scott, ed. by Villalobos-Hennessy, 171-196

Ouy, Gilbert, ‘A Propos des manuscrits autographes de Charles d’Orléans identifiés en 1955 à la 
Bibliothèque Nationale,’ Bibliothèque de l’école des chartes, 118 (1960), 179-88

Page, Christopher, ‘The Rhymed Office for St. Thomas of Lancaster: Poetry, Politics and Liturgy in 
Fourteenth-Century England’, Leeds Studies in English, 14 (1983), 134-51



152 153

Undhagen, Carl-Gustaf, Sancta Birgitta, Revelaciones, Book I (Stockholm: Almqvist and Wiksells, 1977)

Urfels-Capot, Anne-Elizabeth, Le Sanctoral de l’office dominicain (1254-1256), Mémoires et 
documents de l’école des chartes, 84 (Paris: Ecole nationale des chartes, 2007)

Vacandard, Elphège, Vie de Saint Ouen, Évêque de Rouen (641-684): Étude d’histoire Mérovingienne 
(Paris: Librarie Victor Lecoffre, 1902)

Villalobos-Hennessy, Marlene, ed., Tributes to Kathleen L. Scott: English Medieval Manuscripts: 
Readers, Makers and Illuminators (London: Harvey Miller, 2009)

Walker, John William, Wakefield: Its History and People (Wakefield: West Yorkshire Printing 
Company, 1934)

Wallace, Wilfrid, Life of St. Edmund of Canterbury From Original Sources (London: Trübner & Co, 
1893)

Wathey, Andrew, ‘The Production of Books of Liturgical Polyphony’, in Book Production and 
Publishing in Britain 1375-1475, ed. Griffiths and Pearsall (1989), pp. 143-161

Willetts, Pamela J., Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Society of Antiquaries of London (Woodbridge: 
Brewer, 2000)

Wilmart, André, ed., ‘The Prayers of the Bury Psalter,’ The Downside Review, 138 (1930), 198-216 

——–, Auteurs spirituels et textes dévots du moyen âge latin: études d’histoire littéraire (Paris: Bloud 
et Gay, 1932)

——–, ‘De Reliquiis S. Audoeniet quorunduma liorum sanctorum quae Cantuariae in aecclesia 
Domini Salvatoris habentur’, Revue des Sciences Religieuses, 15 (1935), 364-66

——–, ‘Le grand poème bonaventurien sur les sept paroles du Christ en croix,’ Revue bénédictine, 47 
(1935), 274-78

——–, ‘Un livret de prières provenant de la Chartreuse de Trisulti,’ Ephemerides Liturgicae, n.s. 9 
(1935), 28-45

——–, Le ‘Jubilus’ dit de Saint Bernard: étude avec textes (Rome: Edizioni di storia e letteratura, 1944)

Woodruff, C. Eveleigh, ‘The Financial Aspect of the Cult of St. Thomas of Canterbury’, Archaeologia 
Cantiana, 44 (1932), 13-32

Woolf, Rosemary, The English Religious Lyric in the Middle Ages (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1968)

Wormald, Francis, ‘The Revelation of the Hundred Pater Nosters: A Fifteenth-Century Meditation,’ 
Laudate, 14 (1936), 165-82

Wright, Thomas, ed. and trans., The Political Songs of England: From the Reign of John to that of 
Edward II, Works of the Camden Society, 6 (London: John Bowyer Nichols, 1839)

Zumkeller, Adolar, Manuskripte von Werken der Autoren des Augustiner-Eremitenordens in 
mitteleuropäischen Bibliotheken (Würzburg: Augustinus-Verlag, 1966)

Saenger, Paul, A Catalogue of the Pre-1500 Western Ms. Books at the Newberry Library (Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1989)

Salmon, Pierre, Analecta liturgica: Extraits des manuscrits liturgiques de la Bibliothèque Vaticane. 
Contribution à l’histoire de la prière chrétienne, Studi e testi 273 (Vatican: Biblioteca Apostolica 
Vaticana, 1974)

——–, Oratio Sancti Brandani, Corpus Christianorum Continuatio Mediaevalis, 47 (Turnhout: 
Brepols, 1977)

Scatcherd, Norrisson Cavendish, A Dissertation on Ancient Bridges and Bridge Chapels, and 
especially that remarkable edifice on Wakefield Bridge, commonly, but erroneously, called the 
Chapel of Edward the Fourth (London: Longman, 1828)

Schiller, Gertrud, Iconography of Christian Art, trans. by Janet Seligman, 2 vols (London: Lund 
Humphries, 1971-1972)

Scott, Kathleen, ‘A Mid-Fifteenth-Century English Illuminating Shop and its Customers’, Journal of 
the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 31 (1968), 170-196

——–, Later Gothic Manuscripts, 1390-1490, 2 vols. (London: Harvey Miller, 1996)

——–, Dated & Datable English Manuscript Borders, c.1395-1499 (London: British Library, 2002)

——–, ‘Design, Decoration and Illustration’, in Book Production and Publishing in Britain 1375-1475, 
ed. Griffiths and Pearsall (1989), pp. 31-64

Shailor, Barbara A., Catalogue of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the Beinecke Rare Book 
and Manuscript Library Yale University, 11 vols. (New York: Medieval and Renaissance Texts 
and Studies, 1984-2004)

Shipley, Rev. Orby (ed. and trans.), Lyra Messianica: Hymns and Verses on the Life of Christ, Ancient 
and Modern (London: Longman, 1864)

Sinclair, Keith Val, Descriptive Catalogue of Medieval and Renaissance Western Manuscripts in 
Australia (Sydney: Sydney University Press, 1969)

Smith, John J., ed., Abbreviata Chronica ab anno 1377 usque ad annum 1469, Cambridge Antiquarian 
Society Quarto Publications, 2 (Cambridge: Deighton, 1840)

Thacker, Alan, and Richard Sharpe, eds, Local Saints and Local Churches in the Early Medieval West 
(Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2002)

Thomson, S. Harrison, Latin Bookhands of the Later Middle Ages: 1100-1500 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1969)

Tibaldeschi, Giorgio, ‘I “misteriosi” quaderni’, in Mons. Giuseppe Ferraris... a 10 anni dalla morte. 
Un sacerdote vercellese tra storia e pastorale, ed. by Timoty Leonardi (Vercelli: Gallo Edizioni, 
2010), pp. 57-88

Tillotson, John H., ed. and trans., Monastery and Society in the Late Middle Ages: Selected Account 
Rolls from Selby Abbey, Yorkshire, 1398-1537 (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1988)

Tristano, Caterina, ‘In calce alla datazione del codice B dell’Archivio e Biblioteca Capitolare di 
Vercelli’ in Imitazione di Cristo. Atti della giornata di studio Vercelli, 13 gennaio 2001, edited by 
Anna Cerutti, (Vercelli: Tipografia Edizioni Saviolo, 2002), 55-66.



154

Index of Manuscripts and Early PrintsElectronic Sources
Acta Sanctorum, Société des Bollandistes, 68 vols (Antwerp and Brussels, 1643-1940; repr. 

Cambridge: Chadwyck-Healey, 1999-2002), [on CD]

Burnet Psalter, <http://www.abdn.ac.uk/diss/historic/collects/bps/index.html>, [last access 6 June 2012]

Early English Books Online, <http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home>, [last access 6 June 2012]

Incipits in the Sarum Hours 1503-05, <http://www.chd.dk/inc/perg19idx.html>, [last access 6 June 2012]

International Genealogical Index, <www.familysearch.org>, [last access 6 June 2012].

Lanercost Priory: A Brief History of the Priory, <www.lanercostpriory.org.uk/history/history.html>, 
[last access 6 June 2012]

Laughton-en-le-Morthern Parish Records, transcribed by J. Parry and Wath and Mexborough 
Archives, <www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/WRY/Laughtonenlemorthern/index.html>, [last 
access 6 June 2012]

Rolle, Richard, Speculum Spiritualium (Paris: Wolffgangum Hopylium, 1510), through EEBO: 
<http://eebo.chadwyck.com/search/full_rec?SOURCE=pgthumbs.cfg &ACTION=ByID&ID=
24061533&FILE=../session/1285841620_14806&SEARCHSCREEN=CITATIONS&SEARCH
CONFIG=var_spell.cfg&DISPLAY=AUTHOR&ECCO=undefined>, [last access 6 June 2012]

South Anston Parish Records, transcribed by J. Parry and Wath and Mexborough Archives, <www.
genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/WRY/Southanston/index.html>, [last access 6 June 2012]

Aberdeen
	 Blairs College
		  MS. 5   59, 135, 136
	 University Library
		  MS. 25   23, 29n, 31, 32, 33, 38, 39, 40, 41, 
		  43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 52, 53, 54, 55, 60, 
		  85, 135

Aschaffenburg
	 Hofbibliothek
		  MS. 181   41

Augsburg
	 Staats-und Stadtbibliothek
		  MS. 150   49, 56

Baltimore
	 Walters Art Gallery
		  MS. W 47   57
		  MS. W 96   48
		  MS. W 105   48, 94
		  MS. W 209   51
		  MS. W 260   36
		  MS. W 265   38, 43
		  MS. W 273   49

Bamberg
	 Staatsbibliothek
		  MS. lit.42   57

Basle
	 Universitätsbibliothek
		  A. D.V.18.2   126
		  MS. B. X. 11   33

Benevent
	 Biblioteca Capitolare
		  MS. 28,   49

Berlin
	 Staatsbibliothek
		  MS. Theol. Lat. Fol. 706   94n
		  MS. Hamilton 53   51

Blackburn
	 Museum and Art Gallery
		  MS. 091.21040   31, 33

Boulogne-sur-Mer
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. 90   55
		  MS. 93 (101)   55, 89, 90n

Brussels
	 Bibliothèque Royale
		  MS. 4459-4470 (3161)   55, 56

Cambridge
	 Caius College
		  MS. 85/167   91
	 Corpus Christi College
		  MS. 391   30
		  MS. 405   35
		  MS. 537   50
		  MS. 540   54
	 Clare College
		  MS. 5   40
		  MS. 6   48, 94
	 Fitzwilliam Museum
		  MS. 40-1950   59, 135, 136
	 Gonville & Caius College
		  MS. 60/154   64
		  MS. 85/167   91
	 Magdalen College
		  MS. 13   49
	 St John’s College
		  MS. 181   125
	 Trinity College
		  MS. O.3.10   55, 89
	 University Library
		  MS. Dd.i.15   27, 57
		  MS. Dd.iv.54   125
		  MS. Dd.ix.52   91
		  MS. Ff.6.8   135, 136
		  MS. Ii.6.2   135, 136



156 157

Châlons-sur-Marne
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. 5   40

Chicago
	 Newberry Library
		  MS. 35   33, 36, 37
		  MS. 41   41, 50
		  MS. 47   48
		  MS. 50   41
		  MS. 52   37
		  MS. 53   53
		  MS. 56   31, 34, 35, 36, 40, 49, 50, 55
		  MS. 82   33
		  MS. 83   34, 37, 48
		  MS. 104.5   31, 45, 53, 54
		  MS. 105   29, 33
		  MS. Wing ZW 1.45   39

Cologne
	 Historisches Archiv
		  MS. W 28   94

Copenhagen
	 Kongelige Bibliotek 
		  MS. cuj1   86
		  MS. GkS 3445   51
		  MS. Gl. Kgl. S 1596   31
		  MS. Perg. 19   36, 57
		  MS. Thott. 547   57
		  MS. Thott. 536.4   44

Dallas
	 Bridwell Library
		  MS. 13   48, 94

Dublin
	 Trinity College
		  MS. 92 (B.3.2)   53
		  MS. 103 (K.4.12)   33
		  MS. 2401 (Q.4.40)   29
		  MS. 271   125n

Durham
	 University Library
		  MS. Cosin V.V.12   43
		  MS. Cosin V.V.19   59

Ebstorf
	 Bibliothek des Klosters

		  MS. IV 4   52
		  MS. IV 5   47, 56
		  MS. IV 17   52, 54, 60
		  MS. IV 21   54, 60

Geneva
	 Bibliothèque Publique et Universitaire
		  MS. lat. 91   57

Glasgow
	 Hunterian Museum
		  MS. V.8.159   127

Herzogenburg
	 Stiftsbibliothek
		  MS. 84   52

Hildesheim
	 Dombibliothek 
		  MS. 728   40, 51, 56
		  MS. J. 32   57

Le Bouveret
	 Monastère St Benoît de Port-Valais
		  MS. 5   55

London
	 British Library
		  MS. Additional 33381   31
		  MS. Arundel 155   35, 58
		  MS. Arundel 341   44
		  MS. C.35.e.4   36
		  MS. Cotton Tiberius A. iii   35
		  MS. Cotton Titus D. xxvi   35
		  MS. Cotton Titus D. xxvii   37
		  MS. Harley 211   31, 36, 47
		  MS. Harley 237   125
		  MS. Harley 917   54, 60
		  MS. Harley 2253   128
		  MS. Harley 2316   127
		  MS. Harley 2341   35, 37, 54, 60
		  MS. Harley 2445   31, 54, 60
		  MS. Harley 2882   35
		  MS. Harley 2894   30
		  MS. Harley 2965   33
		  MS. Harley 5315   36
		  MS. King’s 9   29, 34, 36, 37, 42, 43, 44, 	
		  45, 46, 47, 50
		  MS. Queen’s 207   42

		  MS. Royal 2.A.xx   35, 145
		  MS. Royal 2.A.xxii   39
		  MS. Royal 7.A.vi   40
		  MS. Royal 7.B.xiv   125n
		  MS. Royal 8.A.ix   37
		  MS. Royal 12.C.xii   94
		  MS. Royal 17.A.xlii   59
	 Dulwich College
		  MS. 25   29, 33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 	
		  44, 45, 46, 47
	 Lambeth Palace Library
		  MS. 171   41
		  MS. 474   33
		  MS. 540   30
		  MS. 545   57
		  MS. 546   53
		  MS. 559   32, 139
	 Law Society
		  MS. 2 (107.e)   33, 36, 37, 38, 39
	 Oratory Library
		  MS. 12546   31, 38, 39
	 Society of Antiquaries
		  MS. 223   67
		  MS. 501, mem.1   64

Manchester
	 John Rylands Library
		  MS. 20   36
		  MS. 80   51

Montpellier
	 Bibliothèque Universitaire
		  MS. Sect. de Méd 303   33

Montserrat
	 Arch. Bibl. De la Abady
		  MS. 1   33

Munich
	 Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
		  MS. Clm 10126   40
		  MS. Clm 28530   40
	 Universitätsbiliothek
		  MS. 192   56

New Haven, Yale University
	 Beinecke Library
		  MS. 310   20, 24, 32, 73n, 86, 86n, 169
		  MS. 314   55

New York
	 Pierpont Morgan Library
		  MS. Glazier 47   75n
		  MS. lat. 486   59, 135, 136
	 Public Library
		  MS. 56   38

Nijmegen
	 Bibliothek d. Kath. Universität
		  MS. 194   39, 40, 43
		  MS. 234   40

Notre Dame
	 University Library
		  MS. 4   33, 37, 44, 46, 47

Nuremberg 
	 Germanisches Nationalmuseum 
		  MS. 22402   29

Oxford
	 Bodleian Library
		  MS. Add. B. 1   56
		  MS. Auct. D.4.4   76n
		  MS. Bodley 450   125n
		  MS. Bodley 549   125n
		  MS. Bodley 850   29, 38, 42, 43
		  MS. Bodley 939   38
		  MS. Digby 86   127
		  MS. Digby 181   69
		  MS. e. Musaeo 139   94
		  MS. Gough liturg. 9   29, 38, 54, 60
		  MS. Lat. liturg. e. 17   35, 54, 60
		  MS. Lat. liturg. e. 41   80
		  MS. Lat. th.e.8   125n, 129
		  MS. Laud Misc. 79   30
		  MS. Laud Misc. 302   80n
		  MS. Lyell 23   37, 39
		  MS. Lyell 25   44, 45
		  MS. Lyell 30   20, 24, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
		  35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 
		  49, 50, 53, 54, 55, 58, 60, 137, 139
		  MS. Lyell 82   38, 41, 55
		  MS. Harley 917   54, 60
		  MS. Harley 2341   35, 37, 54, 60
	 Magdalen College
		  MS. 141   125
	 Balliol College
		  MS. 204   80n



158 159

		  MS. 224a   40
	 Keble College
		  MS. 11   37, 50
		  MS. 13   32, 33
		  MS. 15   33
		  MS. 19   33
		  MS. 42   50
		  MS. 43   50
		  MS. 45   31
		  MS. 47   33, 39
		  MS. 63   48
	 Merton College
		  MS. 23   80
		  MS. 204   125n
	 Queen’s College
		  MS. 207   38, 54, 60
		  MS. 357   38
	 Trinity College
		  MS. 7   53, 54, 60
		  MS. 13   35, 47

Paris
	 Bibliothèque Mazarine
		  MS. 646   33
		  MS. 975   39
	 Bibliothèque Nationale
		  MS. lat. 138   58
		  MS. lat. 920   31
		  MS. lat. 1063   39, 40, 60
		  MS. lat. 1175   33
		  MS. lat. 1192   40
		  MS. lat. 1196   29, 31, 32, 34, 36, 38, 42, 	
		  46, 48, 50, 54, 60
		  MS. lat. 1326   54
		  MS. lat. 1347   33
		  MS. lat. 1368   39
		  MS. lat. 1414   49
		  MS. lat. 2456   40
		  MS. lat. 2882   39, 54, 59, 60
		  MS. lat. 9428   45, 56
		  MS. lat. 9740   51
		  MS. lat. 10734   37, 40
		  MS. nouv. acq. lat. 392   39
		  MS. nouv. acq. lat. 703   53

Rodez 
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. 60   29

Reims
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. 314   58

Rouen
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. Y. 49   92

Salisbury
	 Cathedral Library
		  MS. 56   125n, 129

San Marino, CA
	 Huntington Library
		  MS. HM 142   51
		  MS. HM 1064   54, 60
		  MS. HM 1086   32, 73, 86, 86n
		  MS. HM 1088   54
		  MS. HM 1104   34
		  MS. HM 1143   41
		  MS. HM 1144   32, 86, 86n
		  MS. HM 1150   36, 53, 54, 60
		  MS. HM 1159   51
		  MS. HM 1163   34
		  MS. HM 1167   41
		  MS. HM 1181   34
		  MS. HM 1248   55
		  MS. HM 1344   56
		  MS. HM 5691   29, 31
		  MS. HM 6435   32

Sarnen
	 Benediktinerkollegium
		  MS. membr. 35   52

St Gall
	 Stiftsbibliothek
		  MS. 519,   49

Stockholm
	 Royal Library
		  MS. Holm A 80   49

Strasbourg
	 Bibilothèque Nationale et Universitaire
		  MS. 2675   52

Stuttgart
	 Württembergische Landesbibliothek
		  MS. HB 1 174   41

Toulouse
	 Bibliothèque Municipale
		  MS. 871   41

Vatican
	 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana
		  MS. Chigi C.VI.173   30
		  MS. Reg. lat. 121   35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 	
		  44, 49, 53, 54, 55, 58, 60
		  MS. Reg. lat. 156   50
		  MS. Vat. lat. 7666   53

Vercelli
	 Biblioteca Capitolare
		  MS. B   13, 104n, 110
		  MS. CXVII   13, 14
		  MS. CCXVI   110
		  MS. CCXVII   104, 110
		  MS. CCXVIII   104, 110, 116, 116n
		  MS. CCXXIII   104, 110, 111n

Victoria
	 State Library of Victoria
		  MS. 216.I   41

Vienna
	 Österreichische Nationalbibliothek
		  MS. Cod. S.n.12.708-12.709   94n
		  MS. Vindobonensis 883   34
		  MS. Vindobonensis 1859   34

Washington, DC
	 Folger Shakespeare Library
		  MS. X.d.274   69
	 Library of Congress
		  MS. 56   30, 40

Wolfenbüttel
	 Herzog-August-Bibliothek
		  MS. Helms 1003   55

York
	 Borthwick Institute
		  MS. Prob. Reg. 11   99, 99n
	 Minster Library
		  MS. XVI.1.9   125n
		  MS. XVI.O.10   56, 91, 92

Zurich
	 Zentralbibliothek
		  MS. Rh. 156   33



Index of Incipits

Ab oriente venerunt magi in bethleem adorare dominum et apertis tesauris suis preciosa munera  
(art. 51),  47

Ave benignissima virgo maria que illud iocundum (art. 61),  51
Ave benignissima virgo maria que post dire passionis (art. 61),  51
Ave benignissima virgo maria que post vite presentis (art. 61),  51
Ave benignissima virgo maria que salvo pudoris signaculo (art. 61),  51
Ave benignissima virgo maria que tres reges (art. 61),  51
Ave benignissime domine ihesu christe eterna dulcedo te amantium iubilus excedens (art. 8),  32, 75
Ave crucis dulce lignum. ave triumphale signum. quod solum fuisti dignum sustinere dominum 

(art. 80),  57
Ave fuit prima salus qua vincitur hostis malus remordet culpa noxia quia nos ave maria (art. 27),  

39, 168
Ave gloriosissima domina virgo semper maria mater glorie mater ecclesie mater pietatis et 

indulgencie (art. 91),  59
Ave maria gratia plena dominus tecum benedicta tu in mulieribus et benedictus fructus ventris tui 

(art. 91),  59
Ave maria mater misericordie ave maria mater indulgencie. salve spes nostra (art. 82),  57
Ave regina celorum ave domina angelorum Ave gaudium sanctorum (art. 65),  52
Ave virgo virginum que virgo concepisti. Ave lactans filium et virgo permansisti (art. 22),  38
Ave vulnus lateris nostri redemptoris. Ex quo fluxit fluvius fons (art. 12a),  34, 90
Avete omnes anime fideles in sancta pace requiescite (art. 55a),  49
Beati martiris tui militisque fidelis thome (art. 52b),  48, 101
Beatus audoenus graviter ferens tonitrui tempestatem multa cordis contricione (art. 77),  56, 90, 91
Benedicatur hora in qua deus factus est homo et spiritus sanctus (art. 13),  35
Benedictus sis tu deus creator omnium qui in uterum marie virginis descendere dignatus es 

(art. 62),  52
Concede quesumus omnipotens et misericors deus ut qui beati christofori (art. 46),  45
Confiteor tibi domine ihesu christe salvator mundi omnia peccata mea (art. 75),  55
Deprecationem nostram quesumus domine benignus (art. 39),  43
Deprecor te domina sancta maria mater dei omni pietate plenissima (art. 71a),  54
Deprecor te domina sanctissima et dulcissima virgo maria mater (art. 68),  53
Deus deus meus respice in me quare me dereliquisti (art. 7),  32
Deus omnipotens pater et filius et spiritus sanctus una trinitas et inestimabilis (art. 2),  29, 30, 84
Deus pro cuius populo plebisque pressura in mobilis miles thomas lancastrie (art. 52a),  48, 101
Deus propicius esto michi peccatori et custos mei omnibus diebus vite mee (art. 73),  55, 138
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Deus propitius esto michi peccatori (art. 88),  59
Deus qui beate anne tantam graciam (art. 37),  42
Deus qui beate marie magdalena penitenciam ita tibi placitam gratamque fecisti (art. 40),  43
Deus qui beatissimam virginem katerinam tuam rethores (art. 38),  43
Deus qui beatum egidium confessorem tuum atque abbatum aulam regni celestis (art. 49),  47
Deus qui beatum herasmum pontificali gloriosa (art. 60),  51
Deus qui beatum thomam martirem tuum atque pontificem (art. 50),  47
Deus qui concedis obtentu beati antonii confessoris tui morbidum ignem extingui (art. 76),  56
Deus qui de beate marie virginus utero tuum angelo (art. 20a),  37
Deus qui in nomine ihesu (art. 5a),  31
Deus qui nobis signatis lumini vultus tui (art. 6a),  31
Deus qui sanctam crucem ascendisti et mundi tenebras illuminasti tu corda et corpora nostra 

illuminare (art. 80),  57
Diva. Virgo. Virago. Flos. Nubes. Regina. Theotethos (art. 30),  40
Domina mea dulcissima sancta maria pro amore dilecti filii tui (art. 85),  58
Domine deus omnipotens pater et filius et spiritus sanctus da michi famule tue (art. 1), 29
Domine deus omnipotens qui es trinus et unus. qui es semper in omnibus (art. 4),  30
Domine ihesu christe fili dei vivi pater misericordiarum et deus totius consolationis (art. 15),  35
Domine ihesu christe fili dei vivi qui beatam gloriosam humilem et benignam (art. 19a),  37
Domine ihesu christe fili dei vivi qui in hunc mundum propter nos peccatores de sinu patris 

advenisti (art. 3),  30
Domine ihesu christe qui septem verba in ultimo vite tue in cruce pendens dixisti (art. 9),  32
Domine sancte pater omnipotens me famulam tuam (art. 10b),  33
Dominus papa innocentius quartus concessit cuilibet hanc orationem (art. 55),  49, 97
Dominus tecum. Imperatrix reginarum dominus tecum laus sanctarum animarum dominus tecum 

(art. 35),  41
Ecce ego ad te confugio virgo nostra salutation (art. 26),  39
Ecclesiam tuam quesumus domine deus benignus (art. 45),  45
Gaude barbara regina summa pollens in doctrina angeli misterio (art. 41),  44
Gaude felix anna que concepisti (art. 37),  42
Gaude flore virgenali honoreque speciali transcendens splendiferum (art. 19),  36, 129
Gaude iohannes ba[pt]ista qui in ventris clausus cista congaudebas domino (art. 44),  44
Gaude lux londoniarum. thoma tutor animarum dei providencia (art. 50),  47, 97
Gaude pater via morum felix evangeliorum. sidus fulgens radio (art. 45),  45
Gaude pia magdalena spes salutis vite vena lapsorum fiducia (art. 40),  43
Gaude virgo katerina quam refecit lux divina (art. 38),  42
Gaude virgo margareta que nutricis gregem leta. minabas ad pascua (art. 39),  43
George martir inclite. te decet laus et gloria. Predicatum milicia per quem puella regia 

(art. 47),  46
Gratias tibi ago domine ihesu christe quod passionem tuam (art. 8a),  32

Ihesus nazarenus rex iudeorum. Ecce dominice crucis vivificans signu + fugite partes adversariorum 
leo de tribu iuda radix david alleluia (art. 78),  56

Illumina domine occulos meos ne unquam obdormiam in morte (art. 11a),  34
In manus tuas domine commendo (art. 54),  48
In manus tuas domine et in tua misericordia et ad sanctum corpus tuum (art. 14),  35
In presentia sacrosancti et ineffabilis sacramenti corporis et sanguinis (art. 74),  55
Interveniat pro nobis quesumus domine ihesu christe fili dei (art. 57a),  50
Laudo adoro magnifico glorifico et benedico te ihesu bone in illo ineffabili gaudio (art. 63),  52
Leta fuisti mater dei gloriosa domina leticie salutem suscepisti ab ore gabrielis archangeli (art. 89),  59
Libera me domine fili dei vivi qui in cruce suspensus (art. 1a),  29
Mari thow were greted wyth lovely chere (art. 64),  52, 125, 126, 168
Maria virgo regina sponsa regis et filia quam dei sapientia (art. 34),  41
Mater digna dei. Venie via luxque diei. Sis tutela rex. Duxque comesque mei (art. 71),  54
Me tibi virgo maria semper commendo (art. 54),  48
Messias + sother + emanuel + sabaoth. + adona + otheos (art. 21),  38
Miserere domine per gloriosam resurrectionem tuam animabus omnium fidelium (art. 55b),  26, 49
Missus est angelus gabriel ad mariam virginem desponsatam ioseph nuntians ei verbum (art. 35),  41
Mundet et muniat cor meum titulus triumphalis ihesus nazarenus rex iudeorum consignet 

(art. 54),  48
O beata et intemerata ac in eternum benedicta singularis (art. 24),  38, 129
O beate sebastiane magna est fides tua intercede pro nobis ad dominum (art. 66),  53
O bone ihesu. Illumina oculos meos ne unquam in morte (art. 11),  34
O bone ihesus o piissime ihesus o dulcissime o ihesus fili gloriosissime virginis marie plenus 

misericordia (art. 5),  30
O celestis christi sponsa maria dulcissima memento mei domina (art. 69),  53
O dilectissima sancta maria. mater ihesu christi sponsa dei dilecta (art. 93),  60
O domina glorie. o regina celestico o fons pietatis et leticie (art. 29),  40
O domina sa[n]cta maria dei genitrix rogo te per hanc glorificam salutationem (art. 91),  59
O gloriose virgines domini et preciose margarite. Agatha. Agnes. Lucia (art. 86),  58
O ihesu nazarene pro tua sancta passione respice ad meas miserias (art. 10),  33
O Maria mitissima stella maris clarissima mater (art. 70),  54
O maria piissima stella maris clarissima mater misericordie et aula (art. 92),  60
O misericordissima mater misericordie salvatoris misericordissimi domini nostri (art. 94),  60
O my souereyne lorde ihesu the uerey son of god almighty (art. 88),  59, 136, 168
O Petre beatissime apostolorum maxime me in fide catholica tua prece consolida. (art. 56),  49
O pie crucifixe redemptor omni seculorum qui pro salute humani (art. 17),  36
O sacratissima virgo maria mater domini nostri ihesu christi secundum carnem (art. 58),  50
O sancte cristofore martir ihesu christi. Qui pro eius nomine penas pertulisti (art. 46),  45
O sancte herasme martir christi precise qui in die dominica deo oblatus fuisti (art. 60a),  51
O thoma lancastrie miles ihesu christi. qui pro anglie mortem pertulisti (art. 52a),  48, 101
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O vera crux digna (art. 54),  49
Obsecro te domina sancta maria mater dei plenissima (art. 23),  38
Omnibus consideratis paradisus voluptatis os ihesu piissime (art. 16),  35
Omnipotens sempiterne deus mestorum consolatio (art. 10c), 33
Omnipotens sempiterne deus parce metuentibus propitiare supplicantibus ut post noxios ignes nubium 

(art. 78a),  56
Omnipotens sempiterne deus pro cuius amore beata virgo et marter appolonia (art. 42),  44
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui ezechie regi iude tecum lacrimis deprecanti (art. 53),  48
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui gloriosam virginem mariam (art. 22a),  38
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui meritis et precibus sanctorum fabiam et sebastiam (art. 66),  53
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui militem tuum sanctum et fidelem thomam lancastrie (art.52),  48
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui sanctum blasium pontificem martiremque (art. 48),  46
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui tres magos orientales (art. 51),  47
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qui unigenitum filium tuum (art. 16a),  36
Omnipotens sempiterne deus trina et una inseparabi[li]sque (art. 41),  44
Omnipotens sempiterne deus, mestorum consolatory (art. 10c),  33
Omnipotens sempiterne deus. qui deprecantium voces benigne exaudis (art. 47),  46
Ore tuo christe benedictus sit (art. 54),  48
Pater noster. Ave maria Ave maria eternitatis speculum gratia plena (art. 36),  42
Pie ihesu christe pro amore matris tue miserere mei stultissime peccatricis (art. 81),  57
Pope innocent hase grawnt tyll euery man and woman (art. 12),  34, 97, 168
Precor te piissime domine ihesu christe propter illam caritatem (art. 18),  36
Presta quesumus omnipotens deus ut familia tua per viam salutis incedat (art. 44),  45
Presta quesumus omnipotens deus ut qui beati herasym (art. 60a),  51
Pro quamcumque tribulatione de qua velis cito liberari. unus psalmus de auxilio dei psalmus. 

(art. 10a),  33
Propitiare domine supplicationibus nostris. et per intercessionem sancte dei genitricis marie 

(art. 87),  58
Saluto te domina sancta maria regina celorum illa salutacione (art. 67),  53
Salva me domine salvator rex eterne glorie qui potes salvare (art. 21a),  38
Salve pater heremita infirmorum spes et vita fac nos digne te laudare (art. 76),  56
Salve plaga lateris nostri redemptoris (art. 72a),  55, 90
Salve sancta facies. nostri redemptoris (art. 6),  31, 89
Salve virgo virginum stella matutina. Sordidorum criminum (art. 20),  37
Sancta et perpetua virgo maria domina et advocatrix mea (art. 25),  39
Sancta maria mater dei regina celi (art. 31),  40
Sancta maria mater domini nostri ihesu christi in manus eiusdem filii tui (art. 83),  58
Sancta maria regina celorum mater domini nostri ihesu Christi mundi (art. 33),  41
Sancte angele dei minister celestis imperii cui deus omnipotens mei custodiam deputavit (art. 43),  44
Sanctissima et gloriosissima ac piissima dei genitrix virgo semper maria ego indignus peccator (art. 59),  50

Sanctissima virgo maria in celo et in terra (art. 90),  59
Signis celi ne timueritis que timent dominus deus vester. Sedit angelus ad sepulcrum (art. 79),  57
Spiritus sanctus septiformis super me veniat et virtus altissimi benedictione sua sine peccato 

custodiat me (art. 84),  58
Stabat mater dolorosa (art. 57),  50
Succurrite michi queso omnes sancti dei ad quorum miserimus (art. 15a),  35
Te adoro domine patrem et filium et spiritum sanctum unam deitatem equalem gloriam in eternam 

maiestatem (art. 19b),  37
Te ergo precor mistissima piissima misericordissima (art. 35a),  41
Te michael iam supplico et voto cordis obsecro cum omnibus et celorum ordinibus (art. 70),  57
Virgo christi egregia pro nobis appolonia funde preces ad dominum per salute fidelium (art. 42),  44
Virgo templum trinitatis deus summe bonitatis et misericordie qui tue humilitatis dulcerem 

suavitatis (art. 28),  39



Index of Images and Colour Plates

Images
Fig. 1: Book block and boards with pastedowns,  18
Fig. 2: f. 106v (detail), Illumination index ‘kings of colen’, image highlighted,  18
Fig. 3: ff. 96v-97r, Catchword and scrap parchment,  19
Fig. 4: f. 1r (detail), Traces of an ownership entry,  20
Fig. 5: f. 167r (detail), Textura of the main hand,  62
Fig. 6: f. 14v, Textura of the main hand,  63
Fig. 7: f. 202v, Textura, inconsistent,  65
Fig. 8: f. 104v, Stint in Anglicana,  67
Fig. 9: f. 127v (detail), Illumination index ‘our lady of pity’, image highlighted,  68
Fig. 10: f. 217v (detail), Guideletters for decorated initials,  68
Fig. 11: f. 219v (detail), Guideletter for large initial,  68
Fig. 12: f. 43v, The Mass of St Gregory,  74
Fig. 13: f. 4r (detail), Decorated initial with Gnadenstuhl,  76
Fig. 14: f. 12v (detail), Crucifixion with Ss Mary and John (?),  77
Fig. 15: f. 26r (detail), Decorated initial with infant Christ holding a whip,  77
Fig. 16: f. 21r, Champ initial with spraywork,  78
Fig. 17: ff. 50v-51r, Alternating champ initials,  78
Fig. 18: f. 28v, Champ initial with centre erased,  79
Fig. 19: f. 1v, Type B spraywork,  81
Fig. 20: f. 184v, Missing decorated initial,  83
Fig. 21: f. 200v, Prayer to St Ouen,  90
Fig. 22: f. 208r, Litany of Virgins,  92
Fig. 23: f. 154v, Suffrage for Thomas of Lancaster,  94
Fig. 24: Inner board, ex libris of Gaspare Antonio De Gregory,  95
Fig. 25: Copy of De Gregory’s bequest to the Capitulary Library (detail),  104
Fig. 26: List of De Gregory’s private manuscripts (detail),  105
Fig. 27: Detail of the first page ,  110
Fig. 28: A drawing in travel diary B,  117
Fig. 29: Techener’s confirmation of De Gregory’s purchase of the Codex De Advocatis,  118
Fig. 30: De Gregory’s donation of the Codex De Advocatis, travel diary C (detail) ,  118
Fig. 31: ff. 183v-184r,  127
Fig. 32: Speculum Spiritualium (Paris: Wolfgang Hopyl, 1510), f. ccviv (detail),  130
Fig. 33: ff. 209v-210r,  137



168

Colour Plates
Plate 1: Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV. Binding and edge decoration
Plate 2: Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV
Plate 3: f. 1r, Title Praeces Piae ac Devotae and traces of an ownership entry
Plate 4: f. 1v, Prayer to the Holy Trinity
Plate 5: f. 4r, Prayer of St Brendan; decorated initial with Gnadenstuhl
Plate 6: f. 12v, Prayer from Alcuin’s De Usu Psalmorum; decorated initial of the 

Crucifixion with Ss Mary and John
Plate 7: f. 21r, Prayer to the Holy Trinity
Plate 8: f. 26r, Prayer to Christ as the Eucharist; decorated initial with infant Christ 

holding a whip
Plate 9: f. 43v, The Mass of St Gregory
Plate 10: f. 51r, Alternating champ initials
Plate 11: f. 87r, Invocation of the name of Christ
Plate 12: f. 104r, Hymn to Mary (Ave fuit prima salus); Anglicana hand 
Plate 13: f. 105v, Scribbles of names
Plate 14: f. 105v (detail), Multispectral image of name scribbles
Plate 15: f. 106v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘kings of colen’
Plate 16: f. 107v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘resurreccion’
Plate 17: f. 108v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘ascencion’
Plate 18: f. 109v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘wyttsontyde’
Plate 19: f. 112r, List of Devotional Titles of Mary
Plate 20: f. 62r, Indulgence mentioning a Pope Innocent
Plate 21: f. 154v, Suffrage to St Thomas of Lancaster
Plate 22: f. 184v (detail), Multispectral image of different inks
Plate 23: ff. 183v-184r, Prayer to Mary in English (Mari thow were greted wyth lovely chere) 
Plate 24: ff. 209v-210r, Prayer to Jesus ([O] my souereyne lorde ihesu)
Plate 25: f. 200v, Prayer to St Ouen
Plate 26: f. 216r, Layout with rubrication index letters
Plate 27: List of Gaspare Antonio De Gregory’s private manuscripts (detail)
Plate 28: De Gregory’s travel diary A
Plate 29: Copy of De Gregory’s bequest to the Capitulary Library
Plate 30: Capitulary Act with De Gregory’s bequest
Plate 31: De Gregory’s wife Teresa, letter to the archivist of Vercelli Capitulary Library
Plate 32: Giuseppe Ferraris’s notebook number 16, p. 109

Abstracts



 

Physical Description
Io Pinnerup
L’analisi prende le mosse dalla descrizione fisica del manoscritto per dedicarsi, successivamente, 
ai suoi contenuti rapportabili a quelli dei Libri d’Ore e altre collezioni devozionali, come il Salterio 
Burnet (circa 1400-1450), l’Oxford Bodleian Library Lyell 30 (1441), lo Yale Beinecke Library MS 
310 (circa 1450-1500), lo Speculum Spiritualium e il Sarum Horae (stampati a Parigi nel 1510) e 
il Sarum o Salinsbury Prymer (stampato a Parigi nel 1532). Tra questi, il Salterio Burnet presenta 
ben quarantadue brani in comune con il manoscritto vercellese. Anche lo Speculum può essere 
considerato come uno dei più interessanti tra i sei esemplari citati, tutti i suoi quattordici brani 
paralleli si trovano tra i fogli 201r e il 208v, che costituiscono la sezione dei suffragia nello Speculum. 
Ciò suggerisce che il Vercelli CCXXV possa essere stato usato come esemplare quando questa 
sezione è stata stampata a Parigi.

A Description of the Manuscript Contents 
Juliette Vuille
Il testo riporta una dettagliata descrizione dei singoli articoli del manoscritto, inclusi gli incipit e gli 
explicit, le referenze alle edizioni a stampa e una estesa selezione di manoscritti collegati.

An Analysis of the Scripts 
Zachary Stone
All’interno del testo vengono analizzate e descritte le tre principali tipologie di scrittura presenti 
nel manoscritto: la textura libraria usata per il testo principale, una corsiva cancelleresca copiata 
in un unico brano (art. 27) e una corsiva mista che fornisce molti dettagli di produzioni vestigiali. 
Questo intervento è volto a datare ogni mano suggerire una possibile provenienza. Data la difficoltà 
di datare e localizzare le textura del tardo medioevo, e la piccola dimensione delle altre due mani, 
le conclusioni si restringono necessariamente a tentativi di attribuzione da considerare però con 
cautela; tuttavia le mani appaiono accordarsi con l’ipotesi generale di una produzione dell’Europa 
settentrionale. L’impressione generale che si riscontra nelle diverse mani è che si possa trattare di 
una produzione proveniente da un laboratorio commerciale. La discussione conclusiva cerca di 
affrontare ciò che Malcom Parkes ha definito come ‘the image of handwriting’ specificatamente nel 
contesto devozionale tardo medievale. 

A Study of the Decorations
Matthew Parkinson-Bennet
Le decorazioni del Vercelli CCXXV non risultano né integralmente finite né di alta qualità. 
In questo caso abbiamo l’opportunità di esaminare quella che potrebbe essere stata la tipica 
decorazione di un libro inglese del XV secolo, destinato probabilmente ad un utente benestante, 
ma non necessariamente appartenente ad un elevato ceto sociale. Poiché la decorazione di questo 
libro di preghiere è in alcuni tratti semplicemente abbozzata, fornisce un dato tecnico atto alla 
comprensione del processo di decorazione usato in quel periodo. Rimangono nel testo un certo 
numero di spazi bianchi dove erano state pianificate le iniziali da decorare, e molte pagine sono 
state lasciate bianche ad eccetto degli ‘indici di decorazione’, ovvero delle istruzioni per l’artista 
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A Middle English Prayer to Mary and Its Early Printed Version
Kate Fullbrook
Una delle poche integrazioni Middle English nel Vercelli CCXXV è la preghiera in poesia dedicata alla 
Vergine Maria che comincia con ‘Mary thow were greted wyth louely chere’  (ff. 183v-184v). Questo 
testo era finora conosciuto solo in forma cartacea come una delle due aggiunte in Middle English per 
i suffragi nella settima sezione del latino Speculum Spiritualium del 1510. Questo capitolo presenta 
un’edizione del poema presa da un manoscritto che precede la stampa di circa mezzo secolo e che 
contiene una versione meno errata del testo. Le proprietà formali del testo vengono descritte come 
pure il suo contenuto. Così come la data di inizio, la poesia è interessante perché è uno dei testi che 
compare sia nel Vercelli CCXXV sia nello Speculum. Inoltre, tutti compaiono nella stessa sezione 
suggerendo che il testo più antico di Vercelli può essere stato l’esemplare di riferimento. In realtà, 
le differenze di ortografia e la mancanza di corrispondenza di sigle rendono impossibile il fatto 
che il Vercelli CCXXV sia stato l’esemplare dello Speculum stampato. Anche se quello realmente 
utilizzato per preparare la stampa potrebbe essere stato un libro simile al manoscritto vercellese che 
rappresentò un difficile compito per  lo stampatore di Parigi.

A Middle English Devotional Prayer to Jesus
Winfried Rudolf 
In questo capitolo si discute un altro elemento in volgare che personalizza ulteriormente la raccolta 
di preghiere e devozioni nel Vercelli CCXXV per gli utenti inglesi. La preghiera in prosa a Gesù, 
usata per la meditazione penitenziale (specialmente quella del Venerdì), è un’aggiunta relativamente 
comune che sopravvive in manoscritti, rotoli di preghiera e libri a stampa dal quindicesimo al 
sedicesimo secolo. Così, come parte delle collezioni stampate nel Sarum Horae (1494) e nel 
Salisbury Primer (1532), la preghiera deve essere considerata come una delle più popolari tra quelle 
penitenziali del tardo medioevo inglese. Essa è rivolta essenzialmente alla misericordia di Cristo, da 
parte del peccatore che si riconosce meritevole della salvezza di Dio, nel quale egli pone fiducia. La 
storia del manoscritto suggerisce una struttura bipartita del testo che solleva questioni relative al 
passaggio dei vari raggruppamenti di elementi specifici e alla loro adesione testuale nel corso della 
trasmissione.

su come miniare le pagine. Questo capitolo si conclude con alcune osservazioni sulla relazione 
tra le illustrazioni ed il testo: si considerano la sistemazione del testo, l’importanza della posizione 
del testo in relazione alle miniature e l’alto livello di alfabetizzazione visuale e testuale atteso dal 
proprietario di un libro di questa tipologia. Sono presentate le descrizioni dettagliate di tutte e 
quattro le illustrazioni presenti, accanto ad una panoramica generale delle iniziali e delle cornici 
decorate trovate in tutto il libro. Sia la datazione, sia la provenienza del manoscritto sono discussi 
sulla base di queste evidenze. 

The History and Ownership
Katherine Hindley
Questo capitolo cerca di ricostruire la storia del Vercelli CCXXV. La presenza di preghiere dedicate 
a Thomas da Lancaster suggerisce che il primo proprietario fosse particolarmente devoto al suo 
culto e provenisse dalla zona circostante Pontefract, nello Yorkshire. Queste preghiere forniscono 
anche un termine post quem al 1466 per la produzione del manoscritto, anno in cui il culto di 
Lancaster tornò in vigore. Senza dubbio, in un primo momento il manoscritto fu posseduto da 
un prete di nome William J, e forse anche da uno o più uomini i cui nomi sono scarabocchiati sul 
foglio 105v. Almeno uno dei cognomi di questi uomini suggerisce ancora una connessione con 
Pontefract. Dato che i nomi di Becket e dei papi non sono stati rimossi dal manoscritto, è possibile 
che questo sia stato lasciato in Inghilterra prima della pubblicazione dell’editto contro il loro culto 
nel 1535. Il libro è giunto poi sicuramente in Francia dove fu acquistato da Gaspare Antonio De 
Gregory, verosimilmente tra il 1832 e il 1836, prima che egli lo lasciasse, tramite il suo testamento, 
alla Biblioteca Capitolare di Vercelli.

Gaspare Antonio De Gregory: Some Remarks on his Bequest to the Capitulary Library
Timoty Leonardi
L’articolo esamina la donazione di Gaspare Antonio De Gregory al Capitolo della Cattedrale di 
Vercelli, avvenuta in due momenti distinti, nel 1836 e, postuma, nel 1847 dalla vedova Maria Teresa 
Valpreda. L’analisi prende le mosse dalla ricostruzione dei documenti conservati presso l’Archivio 
Capitolare di Vercelli, l’Archivio Storico della Città di Vercelli e di Crescentino, tentando di sviluppare 
un percorso virtuale che tocchi i diversi aspetti della figura di Gaspare come bibliofilo, mediante lo 
studio di alcuni volumi dell’Imitazione di Cristo, donati alla Biblioteca Capitolare di Vercelli e altri 
libri conservati nella Biblioteca Gregoriana di Crescentino. L’esame si conclude con la ricostruzione 
della storia del Vercelli CCXXV all’interno degli inventari manoscritti compilati dai diversi archivisti 
del Capitolo vercellese dal 1847 al 2010.

Gaspare Antonio De Gregory: The Life of a Collector through his Travel Diaries
Valentina Ibertis
All’interno del saggio vengono esaminati i tre diari di viaggio manoscritti redatti dal 1809 al 1843, 
ed appartenuti a Gaspare Antonio De Gregory, preceduti da una breve biografia atta a tracciare 
le tappe più salienti della sua carriera politica. Si profila pertanto così una silhouette che coglie 
gli interessi particolari di questo personaggio, grande cultore di diverse discipline e grande figura 
collezionistica che effettuava i suoi acquisti durante i suoi viaggi, per lo più intrapresi per coprire 
determinate cariche politiche, recandosi presso antiquari di fiducia o mediante cataloghi d’aste. Essi 
si configurano principalmente come una tipica letteratura di viaggio in voga a quei tempi, e appaiono 
come una fonte utile, ancora da approfondire, al fine di raccogliere maggiormente informazioni e 
tipologie d’impronte d’interesse dello stesso personaggio, al fine di delineare i contorni psicologici 
che spinsero determinate scelte di acquisti e di collezione dei propri volumi.
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Plate 1: Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV. Binding and edge decoration



Plate 2: Vercelli, Biblioteca Capitolare, MS CCXXV Plate 3: f. 1r, Title Praeces Piae ac Devotae and traces of an ownership entry



Plate 4: f. 1v, Prayer to the Holy Trinity Plate 5: f. 4r, Prayer of St Brendan; decorated initial with Gnadenstuhl



Plate 6: f. 12v, Prayer from Alcuin’s De Usu Psalmorum; decorated initial 
of the Crucifixion with Ss Mary and John Plate 7: f. 21r, Prayer to the Holy Trinity



Plate 8: f. 26r, Prayer to Christ as the Eucharist; decorated initial with infant Christ holding a whip Plate 9: f. 43v, The Mass of St Gregory



Plate 10: f. 51r, Alternating champ initials Plate 11: f. 87r, Invocation of the names of Christ 



Plate 12: f. 104r, Hymn to Mary (Ave fuit prima salus); Anglicana hand Plate 13: f. 105v, Scribbles of names



Plate 14: f. 105v (detail), Multispectral image of name scribbles

Plate 16: f. 107v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘resurreccion’

Plate 17: f. 108v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘ascencion’

Plate 18: f. 109v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘wyttsontyde’Plate 15: f. 106v (detail), Blue light image of illumination index ‘kings of colen’



Plate 19: f. 112r, List of Devotional Titles of Mary Plate 20: f. 62r, Indulgence mentioning a Pope Innocent



Plate 21: f. 154v, Suffrage to St Thomas of Lancaster Plate 22: f. 184v (detail), Multispectral image of different inks



Plate 23: ff. 183v-184r, Prayer to Mary in English (Mari thow were greted wyth lovely chere)



Plate 24: ff. 209v-210r, Prayer to Jesus ([O] my souereyne lorde ihesu)



Plate 25: f. 200v, Prayer to St Ouen Plate 26: f. 216r, Layout with rubrication index letters



Plate 27: List of Gaspare Antonio De Gregory’s private manuscripts (detail)

Plate 28: De Gregory’s travel diary A Plate 29: Copy of De Gregory’s bequest to the Capitulary Library



Plate 30: Capitulary act with De Gregory’s bequest Plate 31: De Gregory’s wife Teresa, letter to the archivist of Vercelli Capitulary Library



Plate 32: Giuseppe Ferraris’s notebook number 16, p. 109
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