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I'anelists:

1. liatuk /hmad Noor-in Hj. Mohd Zain
I resident, Institute of ublic wclaticns Malaysia.
2. Encik Jaafar K=amin
Centroller of i'rogrammes (iR:3'ic)
Ministry of Information Balaysia.
3. Mrs. | addy Schubert
Trade Kelations virector
Shell Malaysia.
4. Mr. H'ng Hung Yong
Group Leittor
Star iublicaticns.

Chairpersocn:

Mr. S.H. Tan,
Shaw Brothers Malysin.

sorteurs:

1. Mohd Sheh Mohd 11
(ITM)

2o Mohd Yunus M Sai’
(ITM) s

Summary of ‘atuk ~hmac Nordin's I aper:

The epeakcer explained that bocause of the viariod definjtions of
Lublic Kkelations even among & people the public c2n harcly be blamed

for having wrong poreeptions zbout the profession.

Tesonm. . However, it practitioners connot bring sbout a 1aw t6 secure the
recogniticn and respect that is “uc to them but thoy can seck that respect
and confidence through improved perfrrmance and strict acthcrence to

the cede of practice estsblished by the institute for its moembersa

Thus the rele of the ik person is to implument communication
programs that have the general objective of achicving an’ maintzining &
favourable climate of ~pinion ameng the companics, or orgqq%sations

and the scveral publics.
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,- By thc identificaticn «f 1k interest with the larger interests
=f the community we can hepe to win goocwill for cursclves and
sympsthy and understancing f-r nur probl-ms. The vital ingredients

necded for goodwill arci—

1) integrity
2) a sc¢nse of moral r sponsibility

3) a strong . esire fov continuinc solf-improvement to be
showed as far as vessible with osthers.

4) a recogniticn that the conditions of socicty can never
remzin static ant that thoy 2re constantly changing.

}' Boetween self intercst and tre lap.r intere st ¢f the community

! the true work of Fh is therofore to bal-ne. s 1f intorost with altruisms

summary of Lncik Joafar Kamin's | aner

The speakor began with a boekground f o 10TV Halaysia (i)

anrd its responsibilitic s,

The streossed that WTH as a membor of the asizn Broadeasting-
Unien abides by the articles erntained in the Breadeasting Cuode of 1962

drawn up in RKuasla Lumpurs.
However, working in the contoxt «f a multi-recial country and

in croer tn meet national needs, TH has prebloems in treating controversi

public issucs in an imperti=l anc “ispassicnate manner as well as to

ensure the  bjective prescntation =f news anrd foir and unbiased comment

Neverthoeless, WTM has tric? to live up te its responsibilities
an.' live by the code of broadcasting within the fromework of the

rukunncgara. (National trinciplos)e

1

In additinn te his paper the sposker commentod that RTM
|’ multi
has to play 'go between' role for the faccted wants of the viewer.

-

He also quoted the latest (18.5.78) &Ll meliz intex survey

1

results on the TV rrogram listings.

He revealed that TV progrsms had greatsar au 'iences then radic

broncdcasts,

1 He underlined that the ethies which HITi a'opts are baszd cn havinc

3 hich cegrec of sense of recpect for its ~udicnces
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I’iscussions
g tne participant referred to the peint strted by Encik Jaafar

Kamin that the responsibility of Tl is to uxplain in ¢ th the policies

and progrimmes of the government through -s wide & coverage as possibic

to enable the people to understand accurately these pelicies and

rrograms and wantec te know Why such programs should not b increasce.

The panclist re-cmphasiscd that RIN has to play the vital role

of "go-betweun" in Jeciding among thi varying tast.s of its -udicnccs,

i2e anothor participont asked iir. H'ng Hung Y:ng about the dusirabilites
of settinc up a lrese Council which not only scrves as -~ sclf-requlatory

body but also as a1 sounding board of the industry?

The panelist 57id in principle he agrees to the idea provided
therc is 5 healthy contribution from the public, However, ho sadd he
is not in favour of any invilvement with »fficialdom. Such an idea must

involve and develop veluntarily.

3 In answer to a question regar ing how the moss media play the rol.

of educoting the masscs, Encik Jaafar Kamin respenced that GTM injuects
cduc tional matcrials in local productions in between the forcign

P rOgrammes.,

The chairperson reiterated that "it is imoossible toplease cveryh v

anc in Felmess to the mass media we can say that they try te hielp educt.

the audiences.

4a « participant asked all panelists "what scherl of ethics cach

of them belonged te".

Encik Joafar Ramin said that KTM upheld to a high decree a sense of

respect for the audience.

Mr. H'ng Hung Yong answerec that he dees not feol cncumbered by -ny

theories of cthics but shares Jaafar's vicw ané that mass medin operate

within the bounds ~f ,.sian values - namely respect

Mrs. Paddy Schubert: Classificed ethics to be beth public and private.

ns fer public cthics, she made a breakdewn inte national, professionel,
and business ethics. She reiterated that conduct in any form should con-orr
to accepted cthical standards, which dfnended on what type of ethics was

involved o

Latuk chmad Nordin stated that there must be A hezlthy respeet for public

pini one
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Summary of Mrs. Paddy Schubert's Comments. ' ‘ s meta

The speaker emphasized that advertising in this country should
at a2ll time maint~in a Malaysioan character and conform te the moral
anc racial standards of the M2laysisn cnvironment.

Social responsibility in advertising, not . CouUntry  its cemmerci 1
aims, must alsc be basid on educating the public in making intelligent

cheoices and mot misleading it.

The speaker firmly stated that the more profesicnal -advertisors
and mass media practitidncrs b come the more responsible they would be
anc¢ the more thev would therefore regulate themsclves in the interests

of ethics and sccial responsibility.

She alse read excerpts from the Code of Ethics as 13id down by

the Zdvertisement Stondard suthority.
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RAPPORTEURS ' REPORT
WORKSHOP B: ROLE OF THE MASS FFEDI/. IN
NATIONAL DEVELOPM=ENT
PANELISTS: 1. Dr. Mohd Nor Abdul Ghani
Deputy Director - General
Socion-Econonic Pesearch & Planning Unit
Prime Ministars Derartment, Malaysia
2. Mr, C.K. T8shg
o HUpEREE .
chicnai/ﬂelatlvns Consultant (Singanore)
Boaging Commerclal siralane Co.
3. Encik wWan Fifus Wan Musafa
Lectuwrer,
Dearonent or Communications,
o, Universiti Kebangsaan Milaysia, R
CHAIRPERSON: Encik Ahmacd Rahin
Secretary - Geneial
Minishy of Information, Malaysia.
RAPPORTEURS 1. Miss Trinatw Santokh (IL.T.M.)
2. Cik Amilah Abdul Rahman (I.T.M.)
Summary of Mr. Tseng's Paper:
. : | 5
The speaker apnroached the subject from the stand noint of

media nractice drawing: Illustation primarily from the daily nress in
Singapore as a s-urce of information. He emphasized the importance of
source in determining %I establisning credibility in newspapers, and

also cited the importance of the agenda-setting function of newspapers.



ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library

He raised thz issus of gate keepers in nublic news information - an . .
aspect related to editorializing and selactivity by journalists and news
=3l torse This raised ths-issue of nersonal wrejudice and bias which
results from the sieving process in news reporting and editing. He

citerd three conditions of communication:

1. Information where 1 + 1 = 2
11. Misinformation where 1 + X gives a further x
111. Disinformation where "I give y»u this ond this - make what you

will of it."

He nointed to the impiicatisn that when objectivity of media insti-

tutions frils, Jemeocracy, infact fails.

With s-eceific referencs to Singvwre's A2ily press the speaker raisad

two salient trends:
1. The r1a¢t 0fF a close and sustaining relationship betweed the Straits
Times and Thz calonial activity and the chirese nress in Singapore as an

extensinrn of Cina's noliticel and cultural activities.

11. The commercial backing of the nress in Singanore which had led t=

a heavy level of consumerism in newsnaner contente.

The central issve raised in the paper is the gatekeeper's position
in channeiing an defining news information, an aspect which gives definit:
nolitical colouration to the press in Singapore - and in an extended

reference.in Malaysia as well.

Summary of Encik Wan Firuz's Paper:

The overall anproach adopted was an academic an?! thesretical one.
The speaker summarized the traditional theories on mass media and national
Azvelopment. He cited the positive and negative asnects of the theories

as these have develop=d.
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}‘He alsc touched on the Malaysian mass media in relation to the recogniz:?’
and intergrated importance that is beiné given to the role of mass media
in nati-nal development in this country. He finally listed newer anpr-ach s
to the subject. In enumerating there he raised the importance of the

following considerations:

1. An imnerztive need to recngnize, channel and evaluate the feedback

component in the communication model

52 The issue of proviiing and meintaining relevant information te

specific target audiences.

111. The need for decentralized and localized mass media systems con-
current with the other traditional centralized methodologies and
systems.

1V. The view that communication is a 2 - edged word which can be

geared towards.nzgative or positive ends.
Va The greater viabllity of the systems approach in mass media

use for national develepment, a condition where multi-media systems

should be ‘encouraged.
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Summary of ibr, Mcnd, Nor's I apers—

The gipe-aker direcoly addressed the issue ¢f "what is the rcele?™ of o

mass mediz ip raticonal developieent citing four related aspects:-

1o The T.iorimationel Needs of Uevelorments

Ir 2 situstion whore the majerity population is ruresl and “ispersc
TS Py R —— " 3 T, LIRS U, i . L g e - iy - »
there s asnde ' Lo vaninie and communicate the concepts of change to the s
peorle. —oong siole sonsreyeefforts by the communicaters themselves to athtom t
an uniosthacing ol e backoround and needs of the recepicnts of nation-i
develoom " ;

Infosuetion ncgivntes action. We rcact oniy towhat woe knows
Thoeie 5w, Dhore i A nead o inform rural populatiens of what there is
kace.  TRooEhe oo, we have to porform the function of informing first,
befor: w W meet pesction, and further to this boef ro we con expect
actict, Jooin TV rurs] o alaticnse.

Tl & ot o liows thiat mass media particularly the press, in

Malaysica 15 72ife cadont ln{ Mass media practitioners whe are involved in
aevtlepment,
¢l = e

the husinise ¢f matl to assess the differences in
i - [ . - e . =3
valucs =nd pierds of their diffarent audiencess
2 The Iotivational volc of the Mass Media
Irlomaticn motivites action in accordance to development needs.

(nly via roicvan. infeormation can communicators and national development

g

leaderz oot to croate an aespilrationsl threshold In relation to this ,

3=

there i3 2 neco to inculcate a reading habit amon the less educated.

! 1iem ot wmedia should function das public analysts of government policve

miibilitv of the Mzgs Media

Informaticn is power - in this context frecdom in mass mediaz becom s

~n avarepess of bias or trejudice which creej: intc mass media as
a result of thy satekoeper function in news reportine and ‘editing, is

MECESsSEIN,.
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The speaker also reised _the issue of distertion of information which

cccurs as a resull of attempis hy journslists to make news interesting.

4y The Mass Media as a Moulder of Fublic C;dnion:

The mess media can and do scrve ns an snchor for puklic mental
sttitu es to issues of the day. The mass media shoul! pertorm the functi n
of intcrelating all the varicus «vents an’ compeononts that circulate in

a country, region o worid at largeo.

Liiscussiocns

ie The issue of governmental sincerity in om.1oying the mass media
for notional devolopm nt, was raisc. It was cit o that the Malaysian

government often eontradicts itsclf and meintains ouble standards.

weplyina, bre Moha, HNor state” that this is 2 cendition which happ: ps
- ’ on
cf necessity in relation/the aims and <bjoctives f n individual or

crganisation in achileving any specific geoals he/she/it may have in mind.

2e o participant suggested that = low key wcroach in media communicati o

may bo morc useful and cffcetive in the long run.

3. n participant raised the issue that journalists in Malaysia hawe
little rcal frecdom of cxpression. .r. Moh! Neor in reply to this
emphasized chat trust and coenfidence to journalists cannot be given = it

has to be carned.

4y The Chalrman e¢xpressed doubt as to whother Lire Mohed Nor's statement
in nis paper that the mass media in Malaysin is olite-criented is really

correste
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In attempting to resolve the is<ue of whether or not Malaysian
mass meeiia is elite oriented, Encik Wan Firuz suggested that there

arc 2 cateqgeories of mass media operating in reglity:

a) the mass media of a market economy which is gencrally

urban based.

b) Aavelopment miss mediz which aimes at the rural masses. He

suggested that there shoul? be further roscarch in this latter

cateqgory in order to “iscover move channels to effectively reach

rural audiences,

o RN L R N

{7
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RAFTGRTEURS' REPCRT

Werkshop: Watchdeog Role of Media

Panelists: 1. En. Mansor ahmad, Lecturer, Mass Communications
Progreamme, Universiti Sains Malaysia.

2. Encil hnwar Falsal, President, Internaticnal
Crganisation of Consumers' Union, The Hague.

3. Mr. Felix Abisheganaden, Corporate ..ffairs Director,
Lric-Write Associates, Kuala Lumpure

Thairperscon: Mr. “aw Keng Wah

v

‘Broik Tatif a1i
1Y Norselzmah Hashim

Rapporteurs:

Zummary of Maper presented by Encik Mansor Ahmad "Watchdogging the Watchdc:™

Enzilk MHarsor defines watchdog as a dog who is awake and watching
for his mastar.

In Jete:mining whe the master is, he suggests we look into the

responsibilities of ihz 'ress. The I'ress, according to him, are to care

the wellbeing of the people working in it; to ensure that it is an #eeonomic

" le operation; to thegovernment in pursuing common and accepted ideals.

A
i

’9

2f the sccis

Icts rcsponsibility te the people and society it serves are the

greatest and heaviest, since these make it possible for the press to exist.

Tn order to do so it has to understand the aims, aspirations, ideals and thc
cherished values and bkeliefi., the philosophy of life, sensitivities and

taboos of the people znd society.
Baszed on tnese responsibilities, the masters of the press are the
people, thet is, the consumers. The press play thelrwatchdog role within

the societezl, cultural, political'and philosophical context of the society.
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Encik Mansor finds it more completed in most under developed or
developing nation since there is a difference in definition of who the
master is. If it is not thegovernment, then the press is the watchdog for

the elite class. Cr otherwise the government is the watchdog of thepress.

Until this role is changed #o the interest of thepeople, such a
dllemma would continue to exist and thepress's role as a watchdog would be
ineffective. However, being a diss¢minator of information and reporter,

the I'ress is playing thercle of thewatchdog.

To improve its role, he suggests the press define their rolesin
society, so as to have a clearer sense of purpose and perspective as to wh:z

:t wants to de and can do.
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WORKSHOP D

SUMMARY OF PAPER BY ENCIK ANWAR FAIZAL

Encik Anwar suggests his title be 'How to Bark Without’Beiﬂq__:WL;
Bitten". To him nét all dogs that bark is a watchdog. The question is:
who owns the dog, trains, manages, feeds or punishes it. There is also -

dog shooter.

The media has to keep an eYé oh the advertisers, government or the
people who determine its livelihood. To Encik Anwar the most important
constraint is the political reality of that country. This sets the rule

of the game.

We have media that are successful in reaching the people and making

money but not in giving what the community needs. This is a very difficul:
situation, particularly where people should be informed of what is going
on, of elitist issues, of getting attention to prchlems, of how the
things that should not be leaked to the public be dealt with.

In most situations, Encik Anwar thinks that the mass media take the

easy way out, not because of the rules but because they are human.

The most important issues are whether the pcople in the media really
| eotrageousd to use the rules; whether they are sufficiently skilled to
~ operate the system and whether journalists are told of how to present

these problems.

To the speaker, the people are the masters, that the consumer is kin-,.

But through manipulation, this is not so.

We are afraid to report and to name names. The press are either
lazy or lack courage to do so, though in the long run they micht get a larc

readership. Good business {nfact should welccome such éxposure.

The next problem is that the mass media are not certain in getting

invodved in lilfgation - are afraid to be sued.

The Press can play an efficient role as a medium to serve and watch thc
people. However the appropriate people to do so is more important than thoe

appropriate technology.

In conclusion, Encik Anwar said that society is like fish. The mass ma'i
belongs to the top. If they allow themselves to walk along society, they

can do much more than what they are doing.
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Fr. Felix Abisheganaden, "The Watchdog Role of the lkiedia".

lire Felix started by stressing three issues. They are the
different ways of looking ut iﬂform.ttionin Asia and the west,
the next point; before thore was free flow of nows in the third
world countries but today the cry is for a balanced flow, and the

3rd point; the freedom xnd responsibility of the press.

In outliming the state: of the press zround the world, the
panelist stuted thit the countries which do have a free press are a

dwindling mincrity in the intern ticnal community.

"Truth and accuracy of the printcd f ct is increusingly

sought as . goal of the best journalism", said kr. Felix ibishcganaden.

The panclist emphasised on "interpretative reporting" and the
newsman had to present a sort of "scorebo:urd" to provide explan.itory
material, definitation, and bickground.

This will involve not only truthful reporting, and objectivity in

the watchdog role but also meaningful reporting.

' He also outlined the fuictors thit will determine the press to

[ B
liperform its watchdog role effectively.
o
They sre accuracy, responsibility, integrity and leadership.

Stressing on the responsibility of a newspaper, 21e stuted th. .t

the watchdog must not only provide stories but zlso solutioms, t¢  pro:l.
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Di scussions

1. One “ticipant :.k 4 En. M'nsor "Why %the watchdog does not
hark ev'n if it is a3 .ake? Is it trained by th2 Mister not to

bark?

En. Mansor replied that the deog does not bark at the
master. 8o,this depends on who the master is. If the master is

defined to be the government that it will be difficult to bark.

2. Another participant wanted some advice on how to be effective

watchdog.

In reply to this En. Mznsor replied that this will depend on

who the mister is. If the watchdog is well treated then it won't hark.

3a Cne participant asked En. Mansor "what is the defination of "watching

by the watchdog and what is it that you want to watch?

En. M nsor replied that the watchdog includes the press, magazines
and other media the doing and undeing ©f the government eg. corruption
should he exposed. So the watchdog should be te’ling what the government

is deing or not doinge.

En. Mansor quoted the U,S. cife of "Son of Sam" who was convicted

even before hn was tried.

In reply to the question, En. Faisal stated there are all kinds

of interests that are to be watched eq:- 1) Political scene 2) consumerism.

He commented that the oress must name an open system and must not

only make money and be nice and do not get caught.

LES R RN NS B
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RAFPORTEUR'S REPORT

SESSION ONE

1.  Philippines Country Repbrt

by:Mr. D.Y. Caparas
Information Attache

Embassy of the Republic of
the Philippines in Malaysia.

&% Indonesiz Country Report

by: Barak Drs. Djoko Soejono
Infermation /fittache :
Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia in Malaysia,

S N

3. ° Singapore Country Report

by: Dr. Wong Snon Chong
Conrdinator and Senior Lecturer
¢ Mass Communications Programme
Nanyang University,

' Singapore,
Chairperson: Prof. Dato' Dr. Awang Had Salleh
Director, M iR/ Institute of Technology
Malaysia.

Rapporteurs: 1. Mr. Selvendra Rajendran
{International Communication)igency)

2. Faridah Ibrahim (ITM)

Summary of Philippines Country Report

Sdn _ LS | o
The speaker began by tracing the éarly history of the Fhilippines
mass media uncer the role of the Spaniards and Americans. During the

American era, both Filipino and American newspapers saw themselves

+.Serving their respective interests.

During the Japanese Occupation, there was no freedem of expression,
further limiting writers in their themes However, this period encourag~d
the rebirth of many post-war mewspapers. Subsequently there was further
evhancement of professionalism in the mass-media. The Philippines P'ress
Institute was founded in-1964 to protect thesprint media ‘and "provide
ethical standards for its practitioners. In 1965, the Fhilippines
..Cepgrasopassed. two laws resticting the wenue for libel cases. By
January 1971, the mass media outlet, increased to 1,402 publications

circulating to 12.3 million people
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Before 1972, control by ¥ested intercsts created an irresponsib.
press. The speaker quoted Mr, Fﬁanciééo S. Tatad, press éecretary
to the President (now in the Ministry of Infcrmation) describing
the media as such; ".oootried to.sieze government from the government...
A media that invadeéthe privacy cf-lives, homes and reputations in
order merely to satisfy curiosity rather than SEerve a Caus€e.one

They attacked corruption without themselves giving it apseaee"

The advent of Martial Law on 21 September 1972 saw the
formdfion of the Mass Media Council and Bureau of standards for masc
media in that same year. Among the principles adopted by these bodi..:
are that the print media must follow éértain norms of céﬁéucts to alov .5
professionalism and that there must be frecdom with respénsihilityq
Summing up the speaker concluded that due to Markial Law, the ~_ i

in the Philippines have become more organised and efficient.

SUMMARY OF INDONESTI/. COUNTRY REPORT

Mass media in Indonesia have a historical background cl-sely
related to the national movement to gain independence and struqggle

to improve the life of Indonesians:

: The Radio Republic Indonesia (RRI) was frunded on 17 August 1915
.tm keep the pledge of th}éofold loyalty by being nationaly%icand fichtin
i%to-keep independence, whilst the press has become one of the mechanisnms
1 }or-national movement leaders to disseminate ideas to masses. . Its
political mission is te have an incentive to publication of -newspapers
and magazines. In 1966 the government took the initiative to cbqago
its political orientation to development orientation. -The Indonesian

Fress then followed suite®mod:

While trying to direct its ‘orientation forwards developméht,
-it must also carry out other functions - provide informatien, voice
aspirations, ‘excrci®e control and make criticism,
i Ionmad
Indonesian radio and TV have similar characteristics.’ ‘They
are operating under regulatiog,ﬂhich stipulate ‘the wavteéngth;

organisation and contents of government programs.
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trteg 201rPQ HIEEEL its development funcfion; Indénesidn¥réss™s - . |
'eﬁgagﬁdfiq-two.kindsﬁﬁf:newsfpréséﬁﬁaﬁion -miicfoféﬂﬁ“ﬁicrcvféﬁOEtinE;
Macro ‘reporting introduce natiinal . policy “and-program iR ‘economic,
socind,rpolitics< cul tural £idlds and naticnal resiliencel’ Madfo~
reparting i backied up by micrs teporting which B2%C8 1nfdnsives
study of the project and factors conducive to development.

~ -2ingapore Country Report

The newspaper .was the earliest of the media to assume’the tasks
of communication for this former tiny British colony. They were
* “piblishéd by the British with the aim of propagating their own inter: te
" drd nirturing their clture ind traditions. Most of them were ~
‘Gommercially oriented. o e
.In 1870, journalists shifted their attention to the local immicr-r

society; :Malay; Chinese,:Indian and Eurasianh.

ey L BN L b Pl g ok

—zin e goude LLbw geiduignooawen paciy s fmian o i Rl

ac iyt Few Bholikh papers Were 4186 publtéted “tb sérve English speakinc
et sldepme BHasyn o Lldde el

communi ty.

e ' Several:factors like rapid increase in trade éctivitiéé,
influx of immigrants,  improvement of Singapore's poft'ﬁéve contributed
to the trade boom in Singapore and these Ejenerated a gre_éf need for
more and’fast:information. Some influential newspapers of this periac
which dominate -till today are Nanyang Siang Pag,sin Chew Jlt Eoh,

Warta Malaya, Utusan Malaya, Tamil Nesan and Murasu.

The Magazine industry has recorded a more healthy and rapid

2 . cove e

development during the 1960's. They have a wide scope of ::?er%g
't characterised by the rise of many special interest magazines,

professional journals and house organs,

Radio broadcasting in Singaporé'étartod in 1936 to provide
irregular radio programmes to listeners. This is followed by
British Malaya Broadcasting Corporation (BMBC). After 1957, Radio
Siﬁgapore:hasttaken step to improve its programme and service, and‘
infféduced:pfdgrammes in varicus dialécts. They began to aécepf
advertisements .so as to stmengthen its financial position. FM
Stereophonic in 1969 further. improvedthe service.TV broadcast
was started in June 1963, and today 70% of total tv transmission

hours are in colour,

The regulation of mass media in Singapore took!'the fcllowing forms

1. Common Law — mass media subject to certain laws
defamation,divulging national secret, subverting
He Toaitivate acvernmentAanA Hhe 1560
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2. Censorship - exercise to protect public interest and moral.

L

DISCUSSIONS (SESSION ONE)

e One participant commented that Mr. Caparas had presented a
beautiful picture of the media in thilippines,; in the post martial
law period, and a hYeak picture of th¢ media in the pre
martial law pericd. He would like to know whether all the press in

the pre-martial law period was bad.

Mr. Caparas pointed out that P hilippincs media in the pre-martial
law neriod was nct - all bad, hcwever, these was much abuse of
powers and subversion in the media. ('hilippine media before martial
Law was under extreme power that controlled the prime media in the
country. Such contrnl is bad. But, after the martial Law period

the rress is doina much better.

2. Another participant asked Dr. Wong if thcre is a law in Singar ro

requiring editors to disclose their source of information.

R ) B2 ek
Dr. Wohg pointed out that as far as he knew such a law does nct
exist in Singapore except perhaps in cascs where questions of national
security and defence are invelved. Like in any other cocuntry, such

matters are highly controvesial.

3. - Another participant asked Dr. Wohg how censorhip will affect s-ci-
economic development, since freedom of the Fress in /sian Countries

is still a questionable issue.

Dr.’Weng said that he did n:t agree with the participant's point
of view. Even in most democratic countries like America, there
are restrictions on the Freedom of the Iress. He stressed that

Censorship'does n>t apply to all media, only on film and imported
T e T SRR e ] il _ :

publicatibns. There'fs no censorship of the local print media.

'!'.‘.‘.: PO I 1 bt
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RAPPORTEURS' [LSFORT

Session Two (Plenary)

15 T@a;%and Country Report
by Mr. Manit Varin, Director, Foreign News Division,

ER Dept. Bangkok

2. Malaysia Country Report
by Encik Dol Ramli, General Manager,

Bernama

Chairperson: Mr. R. Balakrishan
Director, /.sia Facific Institute for Broadcasting

Development.

rapporteurs: 1. Miss Murharyani Othman (I.T.l.)
2. Robert M. Salleh (I.T.M.)

Thaifand Country keport Summary

.

The roles of the mass media in Thailand may be looked at from the
educational, sucial responsibility, "watehdog" and development points
~nft view.

! Iﬁ terms of educational role it is difficult to rate. correetly
ﬁhe importance played by the various mass media in Thailand. Howéver with
&egard to educational importance radio seems to come first, followed by

television and then the printed media,

5 Mass Media in Thailand have often clalimed to be having some sense

'of social ‘responsibility. However, it can be found that in certain news-—

napers, there are distored and exaggerated headlines and unreasonable

2xplanation of certain subjocts.
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The "watchdog" role of mass mcedia in Thailand is played by the
newspapers, not by Radio or TV organizations.-. @ngghep words ‘the Thal
Press 1s the main modium which the people depend to point out the
wrongs in their society.

Radio broadcasfing'and Tﬁ arc intensively waert by the government
for carrying out socio-econcmic changs and devclopmtﬁt in the country.
with regard to ncwspapers, their participation in the direct process of

development is incroasing now, However, they may be able to do more
te help in the development of the country if the government agencies car

supply them with adequate intcresting developmental matcorials.

Malaysia Country Report Summary. o e

In Malaysia, the throee major conmmasication media - print, electrc
and film-have significantly stcpped up their roles as agents of chang.:
te Inform, educate, meotivate and entortain, each in its own way with

differing styles, degrees of intonsity and successa.

Increasing attention has beon given by the mass media in Malaysia
to development - supportive communication so as to bring about the

desired social change.

While the Government medis machinery in Malaysia is heavily
committed to nation - building efforts, most newspapers and periodicals
ate also aware of their social respensi’ility in a heterogenous society,
fhat is, in promoting national unity, roligious tolerance and inter-
racial goodwill and - in ¢nsuring that the people arc fully aware of tho
aims and objectives of the Government as well as in encouraging the
people's participation in the various m-asures undertaken by the Governr

to help achieve the goals of national Adsvelopment.

By the very special nature of Malaysia's pluralistic society and
the fact that the immigrant raccs almost cqgual the native population
numerically, cortain laws and amondments to the laws and to the Consti-

tution have become necessary to limit press frecdoma
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Huwever, there is plenty cofscope for the Malaysian journalist to
carry out objective and faithful reporting of events and issues and to
criticise official policies and programmes affecting public and national

interests.

The qgeneral pictur: of the state of the mass media and communicatinrn
arts in Malaysia is very encouraging on the whole. And in Malaysia,
perhaps more than anywhere c<lse in the world, national development and

communication go handin hand.
Discussion

1. A particiﬁant gantgd to know the functions played by Malaysian Mass
_ ; an :
Media in promoting encouraging participation of the public in government

policies during the pre-Indenendence and Japanese Occupation period.

Encik Dnl Ramli pointed out-that the whole media, ineluding broad-
casting were used to propogate Japanesc interests in the Aisian region.
Besides, the mass medin, in particular the newspapers in Malaysia durhg
that time were not coordinated and they werc largely dedicated to the

effort of capturing readership and making money.

2o snother participant asked Mr. Manit Vairin whether the promise by

the Tahi Government after the 1976 October coup to give the Thai press

more freedom has been implomenteds Mr Manit Varin said the draft was

being considered and drawn up by the press together with the police,
Government officials and legal experts. However, the draft has been -
frozen and at present there has been no indication that the Thai Government

will rush through its imglementation.

3a The same participant also asked whether the Thai Government has becn Bl
to close down the large numbzr of private radio stations operastihg illegrlly
in the country. Mr. Manit Varin said that there were about 100 illegal ra’ic
stations in Thailand. In the past some of the many illegal radio staticns h..
closed down and some had recpened. He added that at present there are still

some illegal radio staticns but could not specify the number.
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1 i particicznt asked Encik Dol il2mli's opinion on the setting

up of comm.reial radio an' TV stations. Encik Dol kamli saicd, that

if they could be sure thhat they weuld bhe secially rosponsible, the scttis
up of commerci=l radins and TeaVe si:tirns would not be far off. However,
he wondered whethor they could be sur. th £ they would be socially
responsible and h- also folt that national integration would boe slowed
down. Since broaidcasting is 2 viry = werful 2g.ont of communication, he
stressed that it is vitally importnt for commercial radic and TV statios

to be socially responsiblos

e



