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R/dT PRTEURS' RERORT 

WCRKSHC I A 

MASS MEDIA F.THICS & SCCI/1 RESiCNSIBILITY 

I a n e l i s t s : 

1. Datuk Ahmad Noor-'in Hj„ Mohd Zain 
Lresident, Institute- of 1 ublic delations Malaysia. 

2. Encik Jaafar Kamin 
Controller of i'rogrammrs (Radio) 
Ministry of Infcrmation Malaysia. 

3. Mrs. 1 adc'.y Schubert 
Trade Relations Ldrector 
Shell Malaysia. 

4. Mr. H'ng Hung Yong 
Group Editor 
Star i ublicationso 

Chairperson: 

Mr. S.H. Tan, 
Shaw Brothers Malaysia. 

Rapporteurs: 

1. Mohd Shah Mohd ,Ui 
(ITM) 

2. Mohd Yunus Md Sai.; 

(ITM) 

Summary of )-atuk Ahmad Nore'in's taper: 

The speaker explained that because of the varied definitions of 

Lublic Relations even among L R people the public can hardly be blamed 

for having wrong perceptions about the; profession. 

711..SI. .- However, LR practitioners cannot bring about a lav; to secure the 

recognition and respect that is due to them but they can seek that respect 

and confidence through improved performance and strict adherence to 

the code of practice established by the Institute for its members« 

Thus the role of the LR person is to implement communication 

programs that have the general objective of achieving and maintaining e 

favourable climate of opinion among.the companies, or organisations 

and the several publics. 
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I « By the identification of 1R interest with the larger interests 

; . of the community we can hope to win goodwill for ourselves and 

sympathy and; understanding for our problrms. The vital ingredients 

needed for goodwill arc: — 

1) integrity 

2) a sense of moral responsibility 

3) a strong >esire for continuing self-improvement t< be 
showed as far as possible with others, 

4) a recognition that the conditions of society can never 
remain static and that they are constantly changing., 

/' Between self interest and the larocr interest of the community 

the true work of PR is therefore to balanc. self interest with altruism. 

Summary of Bncik Jaafar Kamin's i apor 

The speaker began with a background of Ida io-TV Malaysia (RTM) 

and its responsibiliti. s. 

The stressed that RTM as a »smbe r of the ^sian Broadcasting-

Union abides by the articles contained in the Broadcasting Code of 1962 

drawn up in Kuala Lumpur,, 

However, working in the context of a multi-racial country and. 

in order to meet national needs, RTM has problems in treating controversial 

' public issues in an impartial and -'ispassii.nate manner ns well as to 

ensure the ; bjectivc presentation of news and fair and unbiased fcomment 

Nevertheless, RTM has tried to live up to its responsibilities 

and live by the code of broadcasting within the framework of the 

rukunnegara. (National Irinciples). 

In addition to his paper the speaker commented that RTM 
multi 

has to play 'go between' role for the/faceted wants of the viewer. 

He also quoted the latest (18.5' 78) s;*! media Index survey 

results on the TV program listings. 

He revealed that TV programs had greater audiences then radio 

broadcasts. 

; He underlined that the ethics which RTM adopts ,?rG based; on having 

. a hiqh eegree of senae of resooct for its audience,, 
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Discussions 

1= One participant referred to the point stated by Encik Jaafar 

Kamin that the responsibility of RTl-i is to explain in depth the policies 

and programmes of the government through as wide a coverage as possible 

to enable the people to understand accurately these policies and 

programs and wanted to know Why such programs should not be increased. 

The panelist re-emphasised that R.IK has to play the vital role 

of "go-between" in deciding among the varying tast.s of its audiences. 

i 2. Another participant asked Mr. H'ng Hung Yong about the desirability 

of setting up a Lrcss Council which not only serves as a self-regulatory 

body but also as a sounding board of the industry? 

The panelist said in principle he agrees to the idea provided 

there is a healthy contribution from the public. However, he said he 

is not in favour of any involvement with officialdom. Such an idea must 

involve and develop voluntarily. 

3. In answer to a guestion regarding how the mass media play the rol.. 

of educating the masses, Encik Jaafar Kamin responded that dTTl injects 

educational materials in local productions in between the foreign 

programmes. 

The chairperson reiterated that "it is impossible to please everybo.-y 

and in Fairness to the mass media we can say that they try to help educate 

the audiences. 

4. i\ participant asked all panelists "what school of ethics each 

of them belonged to". 

Encik Jaafar Kamin said that RTM upheld to a high degree a sense of 

respect for the audience. 

Mr. H'ng Hung Yong answered that he does not feel encumbered by any 

theories of ethics but shares Jaafar's view and that mass media operate 

within the bounds of ,.sian values - namely respect 

Mrs. Paddy Schubert: Classified ethics to be both public and private. 

,\s for public ethics, she made a breakdown into national, professional 

and business ethics. She reiterated that conduct in any form should conferr 

to accepted ethical standards, which depended on what type of ethics was 

involved. 

Patuk dhmad N. rd in s ta ted t h a t the re must be a hea l thy respec t for public 

•oini n. 
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Summary of Mrs. Paddy Schubert's Comments- '. ...._.:.:-Oo 

The speaker emphasized that advertising in this country should 

at all time maintain a Malaysian character and conform to the moral 

and racial standards of the Malaysian environment. 

Social responsibility in advertising, not • country its commerci 1 

aims, must also be based on educating the public in making intelligent 

choices and not misleading it. 

The speaker firmly stated that the more profesional"advertisors \ 

and mass media practitioners' b- come the more responsible they would be 

and the more they weul^ therefore regulate themselves in the interest s 

of ethics and social responsibility. 

She also read excerpts from the Code- of Ethics as laid down by 

the Advertisement Standard authority. 
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RAPPORTEURS' REPORT 

WORKSHOP B: ROLE OF THE MASS MEDIA IN 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PANELISTS: D r . Mohd Nor Abdul Ghani 

Depu ty D i r e c t o r - Gene ra l 

S o c i o - E c o n o : n i c Resea rch & P l a n n i n g U n i t 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r s Depa r tmen t , Malays ia 

2„ Mr* C J ( . Tseng 

R e g i o n a l / R e l a t i o n s C o n s u l t a n t ( S i n g a o o r e ) 

B o e i n g Commerc ia l A i r p l a n e Co„ 

3 . E n c i k Wan F.iriiH Wan Mustafa 

L e c t u r e r . 

D e p a r t m e n t of Communica t ions , 

9 U n i v e r s i t i Kebangsaan M a l a y s i a . 
r 

CHAIRPERSON: E n c i k Ahmad Rahim 

S e c r e t a r y • G e n e r a l 

Minis t ry of I n f o r m a t i o n , M a l a y s i a . 

RAPPORTEURS 1 , Miss T r i o a t San tokh ( I . T . H . ) 

2c C ik Ami1ah Abdul Rahman ( I . T . M . ) 

Summary of Kx. T s e n g ' s P a p e r : 

The s p e a k e r a p p r o a c h e d t h e s u b j e c t from t h e s t and p o i n t of 

media p r a c t i c e d r a w i n g : I l l u s t r a t i o n p r i m a r i l y from t h e d a i l y p r e s s i n 

S i n g a p o r e a s a s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n . He emphas ized t h e i m p o r t a n c e of 

s o u r c e i n d e t e r m i n i n g %r ' e s t a b l i s h i n g c r e d i b i l i t y i n n e w s p a p e r s , and 

a l s o c i t e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e a g e n d a - s e t t i n g f u n c t i o n of newsDapers , 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



? 

He raised the issue of gate keepers in oublic news' information - an. — 

aspect related to editorializing and selectivity by journalists and news 

editors. This raised the issue of personal'prejudice and bias which 

results from the sieving process in news reporting and editing. He 

cited three conditions of communication: 

1o Information where 1 + 1 = 2 

lie Misinformation where 1 + r gives a further x 

111. Disinformation where "I give you this end this - make what you 

will of it." 

He pointed to the implication that when objectivity of media insti­

tutions fails, democracy, infact fails. 

With specific reference to Singapore's daily press the speaker raised 

two salient trends: 

1. The fuct ofr a close and sustaining relationship betwee* the Straits 

Times and The colonial activity and the Chinese press in Singapore as an 

extension of Cina's political and cultural activities. 

11. The commercial backing of the press in Singaoore which had led to 

a heavy level of consumerism in newspaper content. 

The central issue raised in the paper is the gatekeeper's position 

in channeling and defining news information, an aspect which gives definite 

political colouration to the press in Singapore - and in an extended 

reference.,in Malaysia as well. 

Summary of Encik Wan Firuz's Paper: 

The overall approach adopted was an academic and theoretical one. 

The speaker summarized the traditional theories on nasa media and. national 

development. He cited the positive and negative aspects of the theories 

as these have developed. 
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i He also touched on the Malaysian mass media in relation to the recogniz?' 

and intergrated importance that is being given to the role of mass media 

in national development in this country. He finally listed newer approach 

to the subject. In enumerating there he raised the importance of the .. 

following considerations: 

lo An imperative need to recognize, channel and. evaluate the feedback 

component in the communication model 

11= The issue of providing and maintaining relevant information ta 

specific target audiences. 

lllo The need for decentralized and localized mass media systems con­

current with the other traditional centralized methodologies and 

systems. 

IV. The view that communication is a 2 - edged word which can be 

geared towards-negative or positive ends. 

V. The greater viability of the systems approach in mass media 

use for national development, a condition where multi-media systems 

should be 'encouraged. 
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Summary of br,_jjeh_d, Nor' s Paper:-

The speaker directly addressed the issue cf "what is the role?" of < 

mass media in national development citing four related aspects:-

1. The "a:1ormatior.ai Needs of Development: 

In a situation whore the majority population is rural and disperse , 

there J.S a-::•.< ' to f-xolain and communicate the concepts of change to th s. 

people, a I one.; side Cionore'io efforts by the communicators themselves to att> m t 

an understanding of bhu background and needs of the recepients of national 

developmC:- L 

Inj;nr!:vti or, motivates action,. We: react onio to-what we know. 

Therefore., do'.ro is-, a need to inform rural populations of what there is a 

knew, In ooher rrs, we have to perform the function of informing first, 

borer' w< cap. .vpect r<-action, and further to this bef :re we can expect 

Th..-. spa k.r boLLevod that mass media particularly the press, in 

Malaysia is •-] itc orient- d„ Mass media practitioners who are involved in 

' . . • " ., devTslopaen't. ' ,.__ 
the business o* nGU'T.Cx - need to assess the difrerences in 
values and m ods of their different audiences., ; 

2 ° Tĥ : J'oclv^tior.a1 ''rqcpof the Mass Media 

Information motivates action in accordance to development needs, 

f nly via role ̂ ani information can commHnicators and national development 

leaders c-xpocv: to create an aspirational threshold In relation to this , 

there is a need to inculcate a reading habit among the less educated. 

1 Mat : media should, function as public analysts of government policyo 
\ \ 

3• The i-ublic_Accountibilitv ,of_thp Mess Media 

Information is power - in this context freedom in mass media becom.s 

a relevant i.s.-ue0 

/-n awareness of bias or prejudice which creep- into mass media as 

a result of the gatekeeper function in news reporting and editing, is 

nocessarv.. 
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The speaker also raised the issue of distortion of information which 

occurs as a result of attempts hy journalists to mak^ news interesting. 

4. The Mass Media as a Moulder cf Public Opinion: 

The mass media can and do serve as an anchor for public mental 

attitu' es to issues of the day* The mass media should perform the functi n 

of interelating ail the various events an/' components that circulate in 

a country, region or: World at largo. 

discussions 

lo The issue of governmental sincerity in employing the mass media 

for national devolojwnt, was raised. It was cit -' that the Malaysian 

government often contradicts itself and. maintains double standards, 

keplying, or. Mohd. Nor stated that this is a condition which happ' ns 

cf necessity in relation/the aims and: objectives of an individual or 

organisation in achieving any specific goals he/she/it may have in mindo 

2. M participant suggested that a low key approach in media communicati a 

may be more useful and effective in the long run. 

3. ,i participant raised the issue that journalists in Malaysia haste 

little real freedom of expression, Dr. Mohd. Nor in reply to this 

emphasized chat trust an:1 confidence to journalists cannot be given - it 

has to be earned. 

4. The Chairman expressed doubt as to whether Dr. Mohd Nor's statement 

in nis paper that the mass media in Malaysia; is ^lite-criented is really 

correct. 
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In attempting to resolve the issue of whether or not Malaysian 

mass media is elite oriented, Encik Wan Firuz suggested that there 

are 2 categories of mass media operating in reqlity: 

a) the mass media of a market economy which is generally 

urban based„ 

b) development mass media which aimes at the rural masses. He 

sugqested that there should be further research in this latter 

cateqory in order to discover move channels to effectively reach 

rural audiences. 
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RAPPORTEURS' REPORT 

Workshop: Watchdog Role of Media 

En, Mansor Ahmad, Lecturer, Mass Communications 
Programme, Universiti Sains Malaysia. 

Encik Anwar Faisal, President, International 
Organisation of Consumers' Union, The Hague. 

Mr. Felix Abisheganaden, Corporate Affairs Director, 
Eric-White Associates, Kuala Lumpur. 

Chairperson: Mr. ^aw Keng Wah 

Rapporteurs: ' Encik Latif Ali 
Cik Norselamah Hashim 

Summary of Paper presented by Encik Mansor Ahmad "Watchdogging the Watchdcc" 

Encik Mansor defines watchdog as a dog who is awake and watching 

for his master,, 

In .•'.etermining who the master is, he suggests we look into the 

responsibilities of the Press. The Press, according to him, are to care 

the wellbeing of the people working in it; to ensure that it is an ^economic: 

:'\ ble operation; to thepov eminent in pursuing common and accepted ideals. 

of the society. 

Its responsibility tc the people and society it serves are the 

greatest and heaviest, since these make it possible for the press to exist. 

In order to do so .it has to understand the aims, aspirations, ideals and the 

cherished values and belief c :, the philosophy of life, sensitivities and 

taboos of the people and society. 

Based on these responsibilities, the masters of the press are the 

people, that is, the consumers» The press play their watchdog role within 

the societal, cultural, political and philosophical context of the society. 

Panelists: 1. 
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Encik Mansor finds it more completed in most under developed or 

developing nation since there is a difference in definition of who the 

master is. If it is not thegovernment, then the press is the watchdog for 

the elite class. Or otherwise the government is the watchdog of thepress. 

Until this role is changed to the interest of thepeople, such a 

dilemma would continue to exist and thepress's role as a watchdog would be 

ineffective. However, being a dis*tminator of information and reporter, 

the Press is playing therole of thewatchdog. 

To improve its role, he suggests the press define their fiolerin 

society, so as to have a clearer sense of purpose and perspective as to whet 

it wants to do and can do. 
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WORKSHOP D 

SUMMARY OF PAPER BY ENCIK ANWAR FAIZAL 

Encik Anwar suggests his title be 'How to Bark Without/Being /..... 

Bitten"o To him not alT'do'gs" that bark is a watchdog. The question is: 

who owns the dog, trains, manages, feeds or punishes it, There is also n 

dog shooter. 

The media has to keep an eye oh the advertisers, government or the 

people who determine its livelihood. To Encik Anwar the most important 

constraint is the political reality of that country.. This sets the rule 

of the game. 

We have media that are successful in reaching the people and making 

money but not in giving what the community needs. This is a very difficult 

situation, particularly where people should be*informed of what is going 

on, of elitist issues, of getting attention to problems, of how the 

things that should not be leaked to the public be dealt with. 

In most situations, Encik Anwar thinks that the mass media take the 

easy way out, not because of the rules but because they are human. 

The most important issues are whether the people in the media really 

caour'aĝ ou's to use the rules; whether they are sufficiently skilled to 

operate the system and whether journalists are told of how to present 

these problems. 

To the speaker, the people are the masters, that the consumer is kin^„ 

But through manipulation, this is no.t so. 

We are afraid to report and to name names. The press are either 

lazy or lack courage to do so, though in the long run they might get a larc 

readership. Good business Infact should welcome such exposure. 

The next problem is that the mass media are not certain in getting 

involved in liligation - are afraid to be sued. 

The Press can play an efficient role as a medium to serve and watch the 

people. However the appropriate people to do so is more important than the 

appropriate technology. 

In conclusion, Encik Anwar said that society is like fish. The mass mo.'.i 

belongs to the top. If they allow themselves to v/alk along society, they 

can do much more than what they are doing. 
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Kr. Felix Abisheganaden, "The Watchdog Role of the Media". 

Mr. Felix started by stressing three issues. Thoy are the 

different ways of looking at information1*1 Asia and the west, 

the next point; before there was free flow of news in the third 

world countries but today the cry is for a balanced flow, and the 

3rd point; the freedom and responsibility of the press. 

In outlawing the state: of the pr«ss around the world, the 

panelist stated that the countries which do have a free press are a 

dwindling minority in the international community. 

"Truth and accuracy of the printed f ct is increasingly 

sought as a goal of the best journalism", said Mr. Felix Abisheganaden. 

The panelist emphasised on "interpretative reporting" and the 

newsman had to present a sort of "scoreboard" to provide explanatory 

material, definitation, and background. 

This will involve not only truthful reporting, and objectivity m 

the watchdog role but also meaningful reporting. 

j, He also outlined the factors that will determine the press to 
I j 
jiperform its watchdog role effectively. 

They are accuracy, responsibility, integrity and leadership. 

Stressing on the responsibility of a newspaper, .ie stated th.t 

the witchdog must not only provide stories but also solutions, t< prod 
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Discussions 

1. One "t.-icipant J ;k d En. M -nsor "Why the watchdog does not 

birk ev n if it is a ,ake? Is it trained by tha Master not to 

bark? 

En. Mansor replied that the dog does not bark at the 

master. So,this depends on who the master is. If the master is 

defined to be the government that it will be difficult to bark. 

2. Another participant wanted some advice on how to be effective 

watchdog. 

In reply to this En. Mansor replied that this will depend on 

who the mister is. If the watchdog is well treated then it won't bark. 

3. One participant asked En. Mansor "what is the definition of "watching 

by the watchdog and what is it that you want to watch? 

En. M nsor replied that the watchdog includes the press, magazines 

and other media the doing and undoing of the government eg. corruption 

should be exposed. So the watchdog should be teeing what the government 

is doing or not doing. 

En. Mansor quoted the U,S. cai-e of "Son of Sam" who was convicted 

even before ho was tried. 

In reply to the question, En. Faisal stated there are all kinds 

of interests that are to be v.atched eg:- 1) Political scene 2) consumerism. 

He commented that the press must name an open system and must not 

only make money and be nice and do not get caught. 
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RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT 

SESSION ONE 

1- Philippines Country Report 

by:Mr- D„Y„ Capara's 
Information Attache 
Embassy of the Republic of 
the Philippines in Malaysia. 

2. Indonesia Country Report 

by: Bapak Drs. Djoko Soejono 
Information Attache :.. 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Indonesia in Malaysia,, 

• v , y ' " • ' : * ; 

3 . Singapore Country' Report 

by: Dr^ Wong Soon Chong 
Coordinator and Senior Lecturer 

- > Mass Communications Programme 
.Nanyang University, 

'"'! Singapore, ""' '' ~ 

Chairperson: Prof„ Dato' Dr„ Awang Had Saileh 
Director, MARA Institute of Technology 
Malaysia. 

Rapporteurs: 1„ Mr. Selvendra Rajendran 
(International Communication)Agency) 

2o Faridah Ibrahim (ITM) • •-••-

Summary of Philippines Country Report 

;>t3',, . .<->v:At , . ;• 

The speaker began by t r ac ing t h e ' e a r l y h i s t o r y of the Ph i l ipp ines 

mass media under the r o l e of the Spaniards and Americans. During the 

American e r a . both F i l i p i n o and American newspapers saw themselves 

.-̂ .̂  s e rv ing t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e i n t e r e s t s . ~- _-. 

r ' t 

During the Japanese Occupation, the re was no freedom of expression, 

f u r t h e r l i m i t i n g w r i t e r s i n t h e i r tfaoaMB However, t h i s period encouraged 

. the r e b i r t h of iriaijjr post-war newspapers . Subsequently the re was further 

enhancement of .professional ism in the mass media•„•• The Ph i l ipp ines Press 

I n s t i t u t e was founded in-1964 to p r o t e c t the .spr in t media . 'and'provide 

e t h i c a l s tandards for i t s p r a c t i t i o n e r s . In 1965, the Ph i l ipp ines 

• 'CcEfirscB passed -two laws r e s t i c t i n g the Wfiue f or l i b e l c a s e s . By 

January. ,1971, the mass media o u t l e t , increased to 1,402 publ ica t ions 

c i r c u l a t i n g to 12*3 mi l l i on people -:, • 
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Before 1972, control by Vested interests created an irresponsible 

press. The speaker quoted Mr. Francisco S„ Tatad, press secretary 

to the President (JSOW in the Ministry of Information) describing 

the media as such; "... .tried to sieze government from the government„.-„ 

A media that invadesthe privacy cf-lives, homes and reputations in 

order merely to satisfy curiosity rather than serve a cause...... 

They attacked corruption without themselves giving it.up.,..." 

The advent of Martial Law on 21 September 1972 saw the 

formation of the Mass Media Council and Bureau of standards for mass 

media in that same year. Among the principles adopted by these bodi^:: 

are that the print media must follow certain norms of conducts to el.-v-ii 

professionalism and that there must be freedom with responsibility •> 

\ ' Summing up the speaker concluded that due to Martial Law, the ~_,".i: 

in the Philippines have become more organised and efficient. 

SUMMARY OF INDONESIA COUNTRY REPORT 

Mass media in Indonesia have a historical background closely 

related to the national movement to gain independence and struggle 

to improve the life of Indonesians; 

The Radio Republic Indonesia (RRI) was founded on 17 August 1945 

to keep the pledge of threefold loyalty by being nationaiyticand fightin. 

i£o~keep independence, whilst the press has become one of the mechanisns 

• for-national movement leaders to disseminate ideas to masses. - Its 

political mission is to have an incentive to publication of-newspapers 

and magazines. In 1966 the government took the initiative to ch«fl£« 

its political orientation to development orientation. The Indonesian 

P r es s then foil owed s ui t« *s: ><! c " '• •' -

While trying to direct its :orientation forwards development, 

it must also carry out other functions- provide information,' voice 

aspirations, exerciB.e control'and make criticism. 

.... Indonesian radio and TV have similar characteristicsv They 
s 

are operating under regulation,/y/hich s t ipu la te the wave-length, 
organisation and contents of government programs. 
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- engaged, tin -two. .kinds-' xdf :neftS >"pres enta t ior i -me i c r o ' a n d micro ' ' repbrt in i«, 

Macrto:drepQE±irigrin1^oduce';tiatA"b"na-l: po l i cy "and-program ~£i? ^economicj 

soeaiai^^ri^liMcs^/ciidturia'l f i e lds ' aWd na t iona l res i l i ^ ' ce^- r :%cSxr? I ; 

repor t ing- i s : Jbacked' up by micro-importing-'which - r-'- ari: intensive"' 

study of the p ro j ec t and f ac to r s conducive to development. 

,1 : S ingapore Country Report :J ~ 

- The ..newspaper was the e a r l i e s t of the media to assumed the. tasks 

of communication for t h i s former t i ny B r i t i s h colony,. They were 

-~ "published by th'e B r i t i s h with the aim of propagating t h e i r own intern.- ts 

---'arid nu r tu r ing ' t he i r c u l t u r e and t r a d i t i o n s . Most of them w e r e . J ' 

•'commercially o r i e n t e d . ' 

1 L -± I n 1870, j o u r n a l i s t s shif ted- t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to the l o c a l immierar 

society,,: :Malays-Chinese, ::.Indian and Euras ian . -'- - '•''•'-

xo-- a - s o ^ J c , Lliw ^ ' i d ^ n p o s won £ivM -.X^p-^rSf J r : : - :JL3M^•'•'•• : iHcd ; "r- ;rT--^ 

a2ii}nyp^efc-BhglisH• 'pa^pers'-were ''Mso-'^ubiis"hed:"t6'!ser^e",-Engi^sh*~spbakinf 
'-•-UPP'I -l-'i-n-- '--j-a-fr r- [1x33 E X 

community. ' " 

~ Several-;factors like rapid increase i n trade activities, 

influx of immigrants, improvement of Singapore's port have contributed 

to the"trade boom in Singapore and these generated a great need for 

more and:-":fast-..informationo Some influential newspapers of this period 

which dominate till today are Nanyang Siaflg P&gt^in Chew Jit Foh, 

Warta Malaya, Utusan Malaya, Tamil Nesan and Murasu. 

The Magazine industry has recorded a more healthy and rapid 

development during the 1960's„ They have a wide scope of c .-; 

t characterised by the rise of many special interest magazines, 

professional journals and house organs. 

Radio broadcasting in Singapore started in 1936 to provide 

irregular radio programmes to listeners. This is followed by 

British Malaya Broadcasting Corporation (BMBC). After 1957, Radio 

- -.- -Singapore-has'.taken step to improve its programme and service, and 

introduced programmes in various dialects'." They began to accept 

advertisements so as to strengthen its financial position. FM 

Stereophonic in 1969 further, improvedtfce service.TV broadcast 

was started in June 1963, and today 7 0 % of total tv transmission 

hours are in colour. 

The regulation of mass media in Singapore took'1 the following ferns 

1. Common Law - mass media subject to certain laws 

defamation,divulging national secret, subverting 
W\e. 1 soil f\<Sf&Af> a c v 2JT A T V ^ M - /\ A A -^\M> 1r"V»rt 
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2. Censorship - exercise to protect public interest and moral. 

DISCUSSIONS (SESSION ONE) 

1. . One participant commented that Mr. Caparas had presented a 

beautiful picture of the media in Philippines, in the post martial 

law period, and a break- picture of the media in the pre 

martial law period,, He would like to know whether all the press in 

the pre-martial law period was bad., 

Mr. Caparas pointed out that I hilippines media in the pre-martial 

law neriod was not - all bad, however, these was much abuse of 

powers and subversion in the media. Philippine media before martial 

Law was under extreme power that controlled the prime media in the 

country. Such control is bad. But, after the martial Law period 

the press is doing much better. 

2. Another participant asked Dr. Wong if there is a law in Singapore 

requiring editors to disclose their source of information. 

Dr. Wong pointed out that as far as he knew such a law does net 

exist in Singapore except perhaps in cases where questions of national 

security and defence are involved. Like in any other country, such 

matters are highly controvesial. 

3. • Another participant asked Dr. Wong how censorhip will affect socic 

economic development, since freedom of the Press in Asian Countries 

is still a questionable issue. 

Dr-.'Wcng said that he did n:t agree with the participant's point 

of view. Even in most democratic countries like America, there • 

are restrictions on the Freedom of the Press. He stressed that 

censorship does not apply to all media, only on film and imported 

publications. There is no censorship of the local print media. 

ATTENTION: The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. Nanyang Technological University Library



i c VV\ <> >* 

RAPPORTEURS' REPORT 

S e s s i o n Two ( P l e n a r y ) 

1. Thailand Country Report 

by Mr. Manit Varin, Director, Foreign News Division, 

PR Dept., Bangkok 

2o Malaysia Country Report 

by Encik Dol Ramli, General Manager, 

Bernama 

Chairperson: Mr. R. Balakrishan 

Director, Asia Pacific Institute for Broadcasting 

Developmentc 

Rapporteurs: I. Miss Murharyani Othman (I.ToM.) 

2. Robert Mo Salleh (I.T.M.) 

Thailand Country Report Summary 

The roles of the mass media in Thailand may be looked at from the 

educational, sucJal responsibility, "watchdog" and development points 

of view. 

In terms of educational role it is difficult to rate- correctly 

;che importance played by the various mass media in Thailand. HcweVer with 

regard to educational importance radio seetis to come first, followed by 

television and then the printed media. 

Mass Media in Thailand have often claimed to be having some sense 

of social responsibility. However, it can be found that in certain news­

papers, there are distored and exaggerated headlines and unreasonable 

explanation of certain subjects„ 
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The "watchdog" role of mass media in Thailand is played by the 

newspapers, not by Radio or TV organizations-. •. In other words t£jne'Thai 

Press is the main medium which the people depend to point out the 

wrongs in their society,, 

Radio broadcasting and TV arc- intensively user!_by the government 

for carrying out socio-economic changs and development in the country. 

With regard to newspapers, their participation in the direct process of 

development is increasing now,, However, they may be able to do more 

to help in the development of the country if the government agencies car 

supply them with adeguate interesting developmental materials. 

Malaysia Covin try Report Summary, . * 

In Malaysia, the three major comminication media - print, electro 

and film-have significantly stepped up their roles as agents of change: 

to Inform, educate, motivate and entertain, each in its own way with 

differing styles, degrees of intensity and success. 

Increasing attention has been given by the mass media in Malaysia 

to development - supportilra communication so as to bring about the 

desired social change. 

While the Government media machinery in Malaysia is heavily 

committed to nation - building efforts, most newspapers and periodicals 

are also aware of thtir social responsibility in a heterogenous society, 

th'at is, in promoting national unity, religious tolerance and inter­

racial goodwill and - in ensuring that the people are fully aware of trv 

aims and objectives of the Government as well as in encouraging the 

people's participation (.in the various measures undertaken by the Governrru 

to help achieve the goals of national development. 

By the very special nature of Malaysia's pluralistic society and 

the fact that the immigrant races almost egual the native population 

numerically, certain laws and amendments to the laws and to the Consti­

tution have become necessary to limit press freedom* 
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Hwwever, there is plenty ofscope for the Malaysian journalist to 

carry out objective and faithful reporting of events and issues and to 

criticise official policies and programmes affecting public and national 

interests o 

The general picture of the state of the mass media and communicati^r-

arts in "Malaysia is very encouraging on the whole,. And in Malaysia, 

perhaps more than anywhere else in the world, national development and 

communication go handin hand. 

Discussion -

1. A participant wanted to know the functions played by Malaysian Mass 
.•• a n d ' •• 

Media in promoting/encouraging participation of the public in government 

policies during the pre—Independence and Japanese Occupation period. 

Encik Dol Ramli pointed out-that the whole media, including broad­

casting were used to propogate Japanese interests in the Asian region,, 

Besides, the mass media, in particular the newspapers in Malaysia :durmg 

that time were not coordinated and they were largely dedicated to the 

effort of capturing readership and making money. 

2̂-. another participant asked Mr. Manit Varin whether the promise by 

the Tahi Government after the 1976 October coup to give the Thai press 

more freedom has been implemented. Mr Manit Varin said the draft was 

being considered and drawn up by the press together with the police, 

Government officials and legal experts. However, the draft has been :f 

frozen and at present there has been no indication that the Thai Government 

will rush through its implementation. 

3. The same participant also asked whether the Thai Government has been abl 

to close down the large number of private radio stations operating illegally 

in the country. Mr. Manit Varin said that there were about 100 illegal radio 

stations in Thailand. In the past some of the many illegal radio stations ha; 

closed down and some had reopened. He added that at present there are still 

some illegal radio stations but could not specify the number. 
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4o ••> participant asked Encik Dol Tamil's opinion on the setting 

up of commercial radio an-' TV stations. F.ncik Dol Ramli said, that 

if th^y could be sure that they would be socially responsible, the sett: -. 

up of commercial radio and T.V. stations would not be far off. However, 

he wondered whether they could be sure th t they would be socially 

responsible and he alsj felt that national integration would be slowed 

down. Since broadcasting is a very werful agent of communication, he 

stressed that it is vitally important for commercial radio and TV static;: 

to be socially responsible. 
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