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Abstract

The Years of my Boyhood records in detail Kuo Mo-jo’s adolescent

homosexual experiences. This article compares different editions of The Years of
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my Boyhood and tracks his homosexual desires in the context of a series of his
autobiographical writings, poetry and personal letters. This article finds that
after he moved towards revolution, Kuo constantly reformed himself and
modified his earlier works on a large scale. In the midst of all these revisions,
only the description of homosexuality in The Years of my Boyhood remains
totally unchanged. This indicates that although Kuo did not proclaim
homosexuality, he did not avoid it either. The fact that not one character of
these passages was changed did not indicate that the author felt no regret for
his homosexuality. For Kuo, his homosexual memories are a symptom of his
rage and emotion in a crisis period of national decline and revolutionary
setbacks.

The correspondence between Kuo in his later years and the young Chen
Mingyuan can not only be regarded as a highly implicit return to 7he Years of
my Boyhood, but can also be seen as a type of self-salvation after revolutionary
setbacks. This article also indicates the symptoms of Kuo’s move from
homosexuality to revolution over his whole life. Kuo’s “self-reformation” is not
a “self-sublimation” as some academics believe, but the “self-fashioning” process
of Kuo’s “personal myth” as it shifts towards a “collective myth”. The sexual
energy of homosexual desire was pressured and warped by ultranationalism
until it became the spiritual energy of facist impulses, drawing Kuo into the
powerful magnetic field of totalitarian leadership. It was an idealized self in an
endowed form of patriotism.

Even after many years of self-reformation, Kuo’s homosexuality was never
completely removed by revolutionary discourse, but rather became a means of
self-imagination and self-protection every time he faced revolutionary setbacks
and subsequently retreated from the idealized character to the personified
character. Each time the progress of the revolution was threatened, he would
subconsciously call up repressed homosexual desire through his writings as a
response to the contemporary spiritual environment. Throughout Kuo’s life,
homosexuality became the affectionate power with which he absorbed and

dispelled the broken dreams of revolution.
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