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Summary

Poetry anthology contains the connoisseurship to the poetry, the appreciation
to the poets and also the recognition of the poetic style of an era. It is a
comprehensive form of poetic criticism as well as a method of writing poetic
history. Ever after Song dynasty, the controversy of pro-Tang poetry and pro-Song
poetry became an important thread of poetic reception history. Nevertheless, the
reverence of poetry of Han, Wei and Six dynasties were always existing and not
insignificant. The editing of poetry anthologies prospered in Qing dynasty. This
thesis is going to unearth the anthologists’ purports of selecting poems and their
poetic view of poetry of Han, Wei and Six dynasties, based on case analysis and
comparative studies of anthologies of Han, Wei and Six dynasties in Late-Qing
period(1821-1911). Furthermore, this thesis will discuss the unification and

separation between the anthologies and the ideological trend of Qing dynasty.

Chapter 1 is a study of Wei Yuan’s Shi Bi Xing Jian. Section 1 discusses the
purports of selection of Shi Bi Xing Jian which can be separated into three parts.
Firstly, Wei Yuan valued five-characters poetry the most while he also showed his
favour to poetry of other styles. Secondly, Wei Yuan cherished those poems which
followed the footsteps of Shijing and Chuci. Thirdly, Weiyuan paid attention to the
binds and links of diiferent poems of Han, Wei and Six Dynasties. Section 2
observes the poetic textual crictics and viewpoints of Wei Yuan. Wei Yuan thought
that the authors of Nineteen Old-style Poems should be divided into three groups,
namely Mei Cheng, Fu Yi and anonymous. Wei Yuan partly agreed Lu Ji, a literary
theorist in West Jin with his point of view “poetry is based on mood and showed in
extravagant and splendid style ”. Wei Yuan did not like such style but admitted that
poetry come out from one’s mood. As a result, he did not select Luji’s poems and
palace pomes of Sothern Dynasties. Section 3 focuses on the figures of selection
and comment by the interpenetration of poetry and prose. Wei Yuan seleted a
non-poetry work in Shi Bi Xing Jian, that is Tao Yuan Ming’s Xianging Fu. Wei
Yuan thought this work is skilled at the method of Bixing and it follows both
Shijing and Chuci. Shi Bi Xing Jian also shares the similar literary views as Wei
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Yuan’s another literary anthology: Anthology of Imperial Dynasty’s Articles of
Statecraft (Huangchao Jingshi Wenbian) in the ideology of statecraft. Wei Yuan
regarded Ruan Ji and Tao Yuan Ming, the two hermits as lofty and upright

intellectuals for he valued statecraft in the change of age in late Qing period.

Chapter 2 is a study of Zeng Guofan and Wu Rulun, the master and apprentice’s
practice of portry selection. Zeng and Wu respectively resurged and consolidated
Tongcheng poetics by their works---Anthology of Eighteen Poets and Selected
Anthology of 103 Masters of Han, Wei and Six Dynasties. Sections 1 recalls the
editing of Zeng Guofan’s Anthology of Eighteen Poets. Then unearths the purports
of its selection. Zeng Guofan only seleted five-characters poetry for he worshiped
this style the most. He adopted a mrthod of “full section” when selecting Ruan Ji’s
Poems of Sorrow. He also selected object-chanting poems which shows his
familiarity of the development of poetry in Southern dynasties. Section 2 discusss
the efforts of Zeng Guofan to resurge Tongcheng poetics. He filled statecraft into
the tradition ideology of Tongcheng poetics, impaired the moral-oriented principle
of editing anthology, and also raised up the theory of ingenious and charm.
Thereout, he prosperd Tongcheng poetics from the declining after Yao Nai’s death.
Section 3 focues on Wu Rulun’s Selected Anthology of 103 Masters of Han, Wei
and Six Dynasties. This anthology shows inheritance and innovations from Zhang
Pu’s Anthology of 103 Masters of Han, Wei and Six Dynasties and Zeng Guofan’s
Anthology of Eighteen Poets. Section 4 puts Zeng and Wu’s anthologies in to the
trend of Tongcheng poetics. Zeng and Wu recaptured the appreciation of poetry
Han, Wei and Six dynasties as those scholars in Earlier Tongcheng School. They
expaned the horizon of Tongcheng poetics which made Tongcheng poetics gained

viatality for a long time after its resurgrnce.

Chapter 3 is a study /of Wang Kaiyun and his Anthology of Eight Dynasties.
Section 1 introdeces the life of Wang Kaiyun.and the concept of “Eight dynasties”
Wang achieved in study when he was a youth. He once joined Zeng Guofan’s
office but left very soon. Later he host some academies in Sichuan and Hunan. The

concept of “Eight dynasties” can be traced back to West Jin, and in the era of Sushi,
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“Eight dynaties” was nearly the same as Han, Wei and Six Dynasties. In Ming and
Qing, many anthologies use “Eight dynasties” to refer Han, Wei and Six Dynasties.
Section 2 is the purports of selection of Anthology of Eight Dynasties. Wang
Kaiyun paid accurate attention to the development of poetry style. He separated
new style five-characters poetry from the traditional one. And he gave different
difination of “Missllaneous Words” and “Missllneous Style”. Wang Kaiyun had
short interaction with Zeng Guofan, which made his poetic views quite different
from his former leader. The method of outlining the poetic history was very
disctinctive between Wang and Zeng. Section 3 is a discuss Wang Kaiyun’s
Writing of poetic history from Han to Tang. He edited Anthology of Tang Poetry to
show the continuation of the poetic core of Han, Wei and Six dynaties. He often
pointed out those influence of tradition poetry in the works of Tang. Section 4
focues on the poetry compose of Wang Kaiyun, which was influenced a lot by the
poetry of Han, Wei and Six dynasties. Wang Kaiyun always imitated the works of
Han, Wei and Six dynasties, or use some poets as the object of chanting and

allusion.

Chapter 4 concentrates on the anthologies of children-eduction. This anthologies
belong to a  special genre for they mostly carry the poetic preaches. Section 1
discusses Li Yuandu’s Xiao Xue Xian Ge. Li Yuandu was enthusiastic in compiling
anthologies of children education. Xiao Xue Xian Ge is one of his anthologies
which specially focused on poetry. It divided all the poems into three groups:
“preach”, “abstain” and “enlarge”. Though there are not many poems of Han, Wei,
and Six dynasties, Li’s purports is reflected well in it, those are “preach is better

2

than abstain”,”familial piety precedes loyalty “and also “pay equals attention to
poets who were not so famous”. Section 2 gives evaluaions to Wang Weiju and
Wang Shengzu’s Shi Hu. The two authors were not renowned but their anthology
enjoys high quality. Their selections show the purports of “modeling Han poetry”,
“careful selection of famous masters ”and “valued children’s folk songs”. Section
3 is a comparison of Xiao Xue Xian Ge and Shi Hu on their views of poetic

education. Xiao Xue Xian Ge focused more on the moral cultivation while Shi Hu

tends to teach the rules and skills of composing poems.
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Chapter 5 is a study from the perspective of region. It discusses some anthologies
which have high regional features. Section 1 traced the earlier establishment of this
kind of anthology. It finds out in Song Dynasty, regional anthologies came to earth
and genre of it shares a dversity. But there is no poems of Han, Wei and Six
Dynasties in these anthologies at that time. In middle Qing, some anthologist in
Guangdong and Jiangsu made their efforts to select poems of Han, Wei and Six
dynasties. Some of the poems are from female poets which is very estimable.
Section 2 is about the group appearance of poets in anthologies focused on the
territory of Six Dynasties. Zhu Xuzeng’s Anthology of Jinling and Shen Fucan’s
Anthology of Shanyin Dao shows the poetic circles of Nanjing, the capital of Six
Dynasties and Yuezhou, a famous town at the same time. Section 3 focues on the
“Master-Leading” Anthologies. These kind of anthology did not select many poets
of Han, Wei and Six dynasties, such as Xu Gan’s Anthology of Shangyu and Deng
Xianhe’s Anthology of old masters of Hunan but they respectively put Xie Lingyun,
Luo Han and Yin Keng at the start of all the contents, which shows high respect of
poets of Han, Wei and Six dynasties. Section 4 discusses Anthology of Zunyi Li’s
Famaily. This anthology does not contains many regional poets or poems. But it
shows the poetic parcatice of cultivating offsprings by compiling anthology of a

big family in Zunyi.

Chapter 6 is the general summary of this thesis. It discusses poetry anthologies of
Han, Wei and Six dynasties in late Qing period under the background of the
development of ideological trend of Qing dynasty. Section 1 discusses the relation
between the anthologies and the atomsphere of statecraft. Gong Zizhen and
Weiyuan were the pioneer to promote this atmosphere. Wei Yuan’s Shi Bi Xing
Jian selects Han, Wei and Six dynasties as well as Tang poems from a perspecrive
of statecraft. And later Zeng Guofan pushed the atmosphere of statecraft to a
climax by his high status of politics and the circle of literature. His Anthology of
Eighteen Poets also unearthes some poets’s ideology of statecraft. When it turned
to Wu Rulun and Wang Kaiyun’s times, the ideology of statecraft gradually faded.
The rise and degradation of statecraft were closely bound to the political status of

the anthologists, the appearance of new media and the two “revolutions” of fictions
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and poetry. Section 2 discusses the relation between the anthologies and the
ideological trend of individuality. In Early and Middle Qing period, the trend of
individuality was suppressed by the cultural policy, but poetry of Han, Wei and Six
dynasties escaped the shackle for the neglection of the rulers. Some poetry
anthologies of Han, Wei and Six dynasties became the carrier of individuality. In
Late Qing Period, with the degradation of political and poetic authority of the court,

anthologists could put more features of individuality to anthologies.
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