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Abstract

This thesis focusing on the Orchid Pavilion Gathering paintings and their postscripts as
the research object, explores its historical development in the perspective of Text and
Image studies. The analysis will outline the overall process of how the motif is
generated and shaped including a wide range of art practices. Firstly, this thesis revisits
the background and content of the classic theme of Orchid Pavilion Gathering and
examines the generation of the painting motif which is related closely to the
establishment of its calligraphy model as well as its inner spiritual value in the literati
text. Secondly, this study categories three main types of the Orchid Pavilion Gathering
paintings and analyses the performance of the characters and the landscape features
respectively. The postscripts also reflect the multiple referents beyond the paintings.
Thirdly, in the historical context of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Orchid Pavilion
Gathering Paintings which indicated the elegant taste and literati ideals appeared
diversity practical forms including images, the crafts and gardening art. However, with
the proliferating duplication and collage of template-based image, the image of Orchid
Pavilion Gathering gradually reveals an arty-farty phenomenon which runs counter to
its spiritual values. This study points out that the Orchid Pavilion Gathering paintings
have always played an meaningful pivotal role in the flowing space and time. The
Paintings, as the connection between the original context and flourish postscripts and

art production in historical evolution, provide a space to conduct a dialogue.
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