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Translation and Imperial Bureaucrat: The British Sinologist James Summers
and the Knowledge Production of East Asia

Kwan Uganda Sze-pui

Nanyang Technological University

Abstract

How did knowledge about the East Asia come into being in the 19" century? The topic seems
too broad to be tractable, unless we realize that cultural production about East Asian was
tightly connected with the contact and conflict between the British Empire and the East Asia
countries. Ever since China had been defeated by the British in the opium War, the power
structure in East Asia was severely upset. Formerly, China was the powerhouse of East Asia.
Its defeat by the British alarmed other Western countries so that France and the US
immediately tightened their military and diplomatic grip of Edo and Annam respectively. To
protect their commercial interest and to keep watch of other western players in the East Asia,
the British tried to extend the Chinese student interpreter training program and include other
East Asian languages, such as Japanese, Vietnamese, Siamese and Korean. The plan was
idealistic and ambitious, but did the British have the intellectual and material resources to

execute such plan?

The paper will discuss in details the production of Chinese and Japanese knowledge in
Victorian Britain. Our discussion will be focused on James Summers, the second Chinese
professor at King’s College London, who used various academic institutions, including the
British Museum and the Indian Office Library, as platform to produce knowledge about East
Asia and disseminate it through print media. In order to understand how knowledge about
East Asia was produced in the historical context, we shall also discuss James Summers’
interaction and competition with other sinologists at the time, such as Thomas Francis Wade,
who also aimed to an be imperial interpreter and the leader of the program. The paper will use
an extensive original archival material extracted from the archives Foreign Office, British

museum, Oxford University, Church Missionary Society to aid the discussion.

Key words: James Summers, British Sinology, Student Interpreter programme (China,
Japan) of Foreign Office, King’s College London, The Chinese and Japanese Repository,

Sir Thomas Francis Wade
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AEIRF Y BE ”“"%Emv’ RE @z ? > ¥ - €8 R FE8 8§ o
B 1858 & 6% 7 p > l;_[ﬁf&[?l_&]i%fl‘m% £ A ;ﬁ‘* ERFEERFFANER
F~ 428 2 4= (British Museum Library ) # T 432 > § 24 B3 4282 P &k - # » R E
#F] rpe e e m Sy A BlE 45 (Sir Antonio Genesio Maria Panizzi ; 1797-
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Commons 1861) - ¥ — :)”“5'»” L KA 1909 £ o @é.iirbﬁrfﬁ”ﬁr%i
B AR R © A WW%G‘LF%Eiﬁg ZHEY L2 Fehd sz B
WehiAz Y o @ WA S 2 /R F L2 érmxéwgvi%@$p<mW
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