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Abstract

Launched in July 1953 and discontinued on the eve of the Cultural Revolution in January
1966, Yi Wen, which literally means Translated Literature, was the only journal publishing
translated foreign literature in Mainland China during the 1950s and the 1960s. It is meant to
serve as one of the main platforms for the Chinese people to keep abreast of foreign literature
and the latest literary trends in the world. During that time, China was dominated by Maoism
and the unified communist ideology, and Mao Zedong’s mandate that “literature should
reflect politics” exerted ideological influences on the literary translation. As a state-sponsored
journal run by the Chinese Writers Association, Yi Wen enjoyed a long-term high “political
status”. In 1959, this journal changed its name from Yi Wen to Shijie Wenxue, which literally
means World Literature. Up till now, in-depth case studies of the interactions between
translation and politics since 1949 have been very limited and case studies of Yi Wen (World
Literature) were especially so. According to André Lefevere, translation is a rewriting or
manipulation of an original text and all rewritings reflect a certain ideology and poetics.
Borrowing this concept from Lefevere, this essay examines the politics in translation in the
People's Republic of China. Questions of concern are: why did the journal change its name
from Yi Wen to Shijie Wenxue? How did the journal reveal the change in China's views of
“the world” in 1959? How did this journal contribute to the (re)construction of a canon?
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