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ABSTRACT

Since its introduction in 2013, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
has received extensive attentions from the international community and
academia. There are many studies on the BRI the perspectives of
international relations, geopolitics, and economic development, many of
which focus on China’s interests and policies. However, the BRI is not just
an internal strategy of China, but it has involved more than 60 countries.
The perspectives and interests of participating countries along the BRI are
very important in determining the outcomes of the BRI and their
relationships with China.

This dissertation examines the Belt and Road initiative from the
perspective of Singapore, which has been one of the most important
countries along the BRI. By analyzing the formation and changes of the
attitudes and policies of the Singapore government towards the BRI, it
demonstrates that Singapore’s own national interest is the core element
that determines its participation, relevant institutions and outcomes. The
Singapore government serves as the main platform for the country’s
participation in the BRI through intergovernmental cooperation projects,
involving government-linked corporations, private enterprises, Chinese
businesses and voluntary associations, non-profit organizations and other
key forces. Collectively, they have constituted major nodes in the
transnational networks for Singapore’s participation in the BRI and have
contributed to Singapore’s economic development. The participation of
domestic societal forces (private business and Chinese communities) have
enhanced the collective.

The dissertation argues that the two key factors for Singapore’s
fruitful participation in the BRI are the state’s leadership and transnational
network’s coordination. These are in turn linked with effective institutional
mechanisms and smooth implementation of transnational networks. The
Singapore experience demonstrates that by establishing well-coordinated
domestic and transnational mechanisms and by placing its own national
interests at the heart, a small country can effectively establish partnerships
with China to achieve mutual benefits and win-win results, and at the same
time playing an important role in the Belt and Road Initiative. The Singapore



example and its success, therefore, have wider academic and policy
ramifications for other countries in Southeast Asia and beyond.

Keywords : Belt and Road Initiative, China, Singapore, Chinese Society,
Transnational Network, Institutionalized Mechanism
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HRitlr ERFRAA (BRIt —H—8" BH) R, AR, KERE
SH4EY RE BERENTEME, @EYEEMIREZ IMIETF T
ABAZERNZERE 7. KSR SENEHR, SEREER —H—B B
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REMBXEEFIAN S AREREE"

2018 FF, AZAEEFSMNEM L, NS REEZHNE LS
B, EEmLAUAYEREENERERS. FEERF® © —H B BICEE
HEFRESMEFEMRBHERRE, hSRFEXBEREBMTERER
FHRMBEFMFE ™, Bt —H—8" BINE LM A HINE T E R

CEEE (FESERAMERFHEEE —H B WIAFFHEEFESR) . (BEF

kY , W https://beltandroad.zaobao.com/special/report/singapore/sg-cn/story20170228 -
729902 (MiT : 2018 F10H 6 H)

PR E KR G R R IE R 2017 £ b XS itia----21 B E 4B
B ERBGEEY . PEEFIMEARFEENSY, I
http://www.chinaembassy.org.sg/chn/sgsd/t1485228.htm (X% : 2018 £10 H 8 H)

12 Speech by DPM Teo Chee Hean at the Business China FutureChina Global Forum,

“Enhancing the Potential of the Belt and Road Initiative " , PMO Website, U,
https:.//www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/dpm-teo-chee-hean-business-china-futurechina-global-
forum (¥ : 20184 4 5 23 H)

123 [E_IJ:
' People’ s Daily Interview with PM Lee Hsien Loong , PMO Website, I,
https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/peoples-daily-interview-pm-lee-hsien-loong (I : 2018

F6H12H) .
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5, MEREBRERNTHSE. HEXETS5EM —H—8K BlPRE
iR, 5K, PEmAUFLENEERI

FINEM 2015 FFBETFRSEZEHNILIE, 2019F 48, TERDE
SHNERSEE, FERSERKSRMEASHTREZERS, VEEKE
WATHIR—MEIREY, FINERSEEHNELWAHR. 2019F 108, £
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EREZERS (BES) 2. FMEX —H—% SE50RHHACLESX
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* Transcript of speech by PM Lee Hsien Loong at the DBS Insights Conference China Dialogue,

PMO Website, I https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/pm-lee-hsien-loong-dbs-insights-

conference-china-dialogue (X% : 2019 F 4 B 23 H) ,

' People’ s Daily Interview with PM Lee Hsien Loong , PMO Website, T,

https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/peoples-daily-interview-pm-lee-hsien-loong (|5 : 2019

F4H16H) .

" Remarks by PM Lee Hsien Loong at the Leaders’ Roundtable at the 2™ Belt and Road

Forum, PMO Website, Ji} https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/remarks-pm-lee-hsien-loong-

leaders-roundtable-belt-and-road (Xl : 20194 6 B2 H) .

' Changes to Cabinet and Other Appointments (Apr 2019), PMO Website, T,

https:.//www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/Changes-to-Cabinet-and-Other-Appointments-Apr-2019
(X% : 201958 10H) .
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' Op-ed by DPM Heng Swee Keat: #H#F #3551 (Sinapore and China: Scaling New
Peaks Together) I https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/Op-ed-by-DPM-Heng-Swee-Keat-
Singapore-and-China-Scaling-New-Peaks-Together (X¥E : 2019 £ 12 B 8 H) .
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WAESEIMNBET. 2017 F 2 AFMEMBARKREFZERS IR
HF2R, KUY REFKRZHIERREFRROEERE. ~ AFTINE
MAEELTR "—H—i SIENIERE, EstalF. EXEBNT L.
ERERSFREEMINKEFEARPRENENMNENIR . XETLEN
HINEARKRZLFEXREENINOE A, B2 MERKREFRRAE . F
I, FNEZ5 —H— SHAESZRARMBETTNRBESEYS, 3N
WA MHPEEZRTEIEFOIE, FNEASESESFSARNIME, €
HPELXR, FnEtaITNEPESVERREMERTHHFHELR . & FH
il —w—% EXBRARMLVEHES, SaiiKwEkRAasdEs, ™

HR, FiERRm Y EENRAER., HINEMRERTILEEZ
S, MEEXESEHEKFERZR (REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC

PARTNERSHIP, RECP) FIZRE—HEBEHRFE HX (ASEAN—CHINA FREE TRADE
AREA, ACFTA) TR FABXE—AKATEAHENF . N o] UERT
FESFREZERS. SRNYEAERKEBRIERERZRMEEA. "TERH
“HEMNERTIAXBHNEEFRHEEMEX ™ BIONURFE —H—

U RREFEASHMBEKEHRANS, 72019558 1 HIETRIRE, FHEFTMIE
i, EWmASIMIEEMNRASA, AURXREFEZERASBEIGREMAYAORKTFELEFTL
GRS, BREESM,

2 Report of The Committee on The Future Economy, Published by Committee of The Future
Economy, I, https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI|/Resources/Publications/Report-of-the-
Committee-on-the-Future-Economy/CFE_Full-Report.pdf(X % : 2018 £ 5 A 28 H),

** Speech by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at The Business China Awards 2013, PMO website,
I, https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/speech-prime-minister-lee-hsien-loong-business-
china-awards-2013 (X% : 2018 &FE4 B 24 H) .

** Transcript of Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong’ s dialogue at the Business China 10"
Anniversary — Business China Awards and Closing Gala Dinner 2017 , PMO Website, T
https:.//www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/pm-lee-hsien-loong-business-china-10th-anniversary-
business-china-awards-and-closing (M5 : 2018 F£4 B 26 H)

" DPM Teo Chee Hean at Business China Awards, PMO Website, T,
https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/dpm-teo-chee-hean-business-china-awards-25-
november-2015 (X% : 2018 E8 H 23 H)
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong participated in the FutureChina Global Forum 2015 Chaired by

Mr Goh Sin Teck, PMO Website, U, https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/dialogue-prime-

minister -lee-hsien-loong-futurechina-global-forum-2015 (X : 2018 €584 H) .

Y HRHIEEKRAOTR, SHEERE  (EERBEE) . LE . EEHEFEHAR, 2002
FhR.

NE. BRITSH . CBMEAMRMNARFSEHAE  EERBERCGE) |, #FME - A7

XA /AE], 2002 FhR. XAEE - (BEFMEEAMSHES AT ER, XENE, &

KUE) . BT BlTARFELMAE, 2003 FhR. BFRRZE - (BRATENETULRE  TDEA

BEINERE)Y . b EE=BERE 2014 FhR.

" PM Lee Hsien Loong delivered his National Day Rally Speech on 17 August 2014, PMO

Website, il https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/national-day-rally-2014-speech-chinese (i

W@ 2018FE4H20H)

“*PM Lee Hsien Loong delivered his National Day Rally Speech on 18 August 2019, PMO

Website, il https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/National-Day-Rally-2019-speech-Chinese (X

% :2019F 108 12H)

"' PM Lee Hsien Loong Spoke about Singaporean Chinese Culture and the Singaporean Identity

at the Official Opening of the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre, PMO Website, i

https:.//www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/pm-lee-hsien-loong-official-opening-singapore-chinese-

cultural-centre (Xl : 2019458 17 H) &
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KX RIE (TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT, TPP) Af5l, ZE
ERE —H—B BWZE, FiESHA=. 88 XCR=ANPLEREFE
AR R EZEE RFEFRIRETHRERREMNE (TRANS-PACIFIC STRATEGIC
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT, P4) , X/MAE L AE RKFIEKFEXER
hiE TPP MBI & . 2009 FREEXEMAFETHAES TPP AIIKH, TPP A9
REY KRE 124, HFEHHAXBEREEZENZHEEDNZ—. FINEIER
TPP A EEMEEZENMRE, W TPP S ERKE H®RZL., 2015 F 108, =

"2 PM Lee Hsien Loong delivered his National Day Rally Speech on 18 August 2019, PMO
Website, il https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/National-Day-Rally-2019-speech-Chinese (X
B :2019F 108 12H)

** Transcript of PM Lee Hsien Loong’ s Speech, delivered in Chinese at Lianhe Zaobao’ s 95"
Anniversary Gala Dinner, PMO Website, I https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/pm-lee-hsien-
loong-lianhe-zaobaos-95th-anniversary-gala-dinner (X% : 2019 4 B 24 H) .

** Asian countries would be very unhappy if they have to choose between US and China: PM Lee
Hsien Loong, The Straits Times, M, https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/asian-countries-
would-be-very-unhappy-if-they-have-to-choose-between-us-and-china-pm-lee (X% :
201910 B 24 H)
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong participated in the FutureChina Global Forum 2015 Chaired by

Mr Goh Sin Teck, PMO Website, U, https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/dialogue-prime-

minister -lee-hsien-loong-futurechina-global-forum-2015 (X : 2018 €5 84 H)

YR L,

“" Transcript of Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong’ s dialogue at the Business China 10"

Anniversary — Business China Awards and Closing Gala Dinner 2017 , PMO Website, T

https:.//www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/pm-lee-hsien-loong-business-china-10th-anniversary-

business-china-awards-and-closing (M5 : 2018 F£4 B 26 H)

“* PM Lee Hsien Loong delivered his National Day Rally Speech on 18 August 2019, PMO

Website, ), https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/National-Day-Rally-2019-speech-Chinese
(M5 2019 10 B 13 H) .
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149

Tan, Chia-Zhi, and Henry Wai-Chung Yeung. 2000. "The Regionalization of Chinese Business
Networks: A Study of Singaporean Firms Hainan, China." in 7he Professional Geographer 52

(3):437-

454,

" Chan, K B, and B K Ng. 2000. "Myths and Misperceptions of Ethnic Chinese Capitalism." In
Chinese

Business Networks: State, Fconomy and Culture edited by K B Chan, 285-302. Singapore: Prentice
Hall & Nordic Institute of Asian Studies.

®! Low, Linda. 1990. "State Entrepreneurship." In Local Entrepreneurship in Singapore: Private and
State, edited by T Y Lee and Linda Low, 150-175. Singapore: Institute of Policy Studies.

" Tan, Kim Song, and Manu Bhaskaran. 2015. "The Role of the State in Singapore: Pragmatism in
Pursuit of Growth." The Singapore Economic Review 60 (3):1-30.
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Speech by Senior Minister and Coordination Minister for National Security , Teo Chee Hean, at
the 5" Singapore Regional Business Forum, PMO Website, I,
https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/SM-Teo-Chee-Hean-at-5th-Regional-Business-Forum (3
% :2019F 108 20H)
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¥ Infrastructure Asia Website, {Singapore’ s Surbana Jurong and China’ s Silk Road Fund
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** Remarks by PM Lee Hsien Loong at the Leaders’ Roundtable at the 2™ Belt and Road Forum
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Survey Report, 2017 & Delving into the BRI: How regional players plan to leverage BRI business
opportunities, Belt and road initiative business survey report 2019.
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Albert Wai, China-S’ pore economic ties' set to propel relationship forward, Ui
https://www.todayonline.com/chinaindia/china/china-spore-economic-ties-set-propel-
relationship-forward (X8 : 2020 £ 12 B 14 H).
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** Pradumna B. Rana, Chia Wai-Mun and Ji Xianbai, China’ s Belt and Road Initiative: A
Perception Survey of Asian Opinion Leaders, The RSIS Working Paper series,
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WP325.pdf.

“" Internatioanalisation a key engine of growth and transformation: compaies' revenues from
overseas markets grew 4.2%, outpacing total revenue growth of 1.3%. IE Singapore, I}
https://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/data/pdfdoc/20170216009/MR00417_1E%20Singapore%20
2017%20YIR_2017%2002%2016.pdf (|5 : 2019 FE 6 B 15H) .

** Pradumna B. Rana, Chia Wai-Mun and Ji Xianbai, China’ s Belt and Road Initiative: A
Perception Survey of Asian Opinion Leaders, The RSIS Working Paper series,
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WP325.pdf.
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong participated in the FutureChina Global Forum 2015 chaired by
Mr Goh Sin Teck. PMO Website, U, https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/dialogue-prime-
minister -lee-hsien-loong-futurechina-global-forum-2015 (X : 2018 €5 84 H) .

** Lee Hsien Loong, Remarks by PM Lee Hsien Loong at the Leaders’ Roundtable at the 2™ Belt
and Road Forum for International Cooperation in Beijing, China, on 27 April 2019. PMO
Website, I, https://www.pmo.gov.sg/Newsroom/remarks-pm-lee-hsien-loong-leaders-
roundtable-belt-and-road (X% : 2019 FE6 B2 H)
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