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Abstract

The available studies on Chao Foon were mostly focused on modernism writings during and
after 1960s but fewer on the history of ‘pre-modernism’ period. This thesis is aim to study
on the earlier foundation years of Chao Foon and concentrates on the south-bound non-left
wing writers who came to Malaya from Hong Kong and affiliated with Chao Foon between
1955 and the 1960s. The launching of Chao Foon and the objective of the publication can be
traced back on the altering of the political power in China in 1949. The shifting of ruling
regime in China, the cold-war atmosphere spreading across South East Asia and the fighting
on the Communist uprising during the emergency period in Malaya, had greatly influenced
the power strategies and the power embedded webs of various entities across the region.
The Union Press had received the financial aid from the Committee of a Free Asia,
covering their activities in Malaya. They had came to Malaya as part of the anti-communist
program to reduce the influence of communist ideology, with the coordination together with
the British colonial government. According to the cultural studies discourse of Stuart Hall, a
particular text always articulates itself with other texts as well as with the sources within the
production field. However, beside than the articulation effect of the texts with the cold war
and Malayanization discourse, this thesis also wish to studies the possibility of the writings
to obtain an escape route away from the power coding. Even though this study is focus on
the themes of ‘anti-Communism’ and ‘local identity’ of the writings by the selected four
south-bound non-left writers, it also discussed whether the simple and unadorned writing
style applied by the south-bound writers, provided a way for them to escape from the above
public concerned themes and political interpretation discourse .

Keyword: Non-leftwing South-bound literati Cold war  Local identity Escape
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