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Summary

This dissertation aims at contributing to the study of the narration of zong gang /&.4¥ in the
Ming-Qing novels. Chapter 1 of the xiu xiang 4514 edition of Jin Ping Mei (& Jff) is the case
study of the project. My primary argument is that zong gang is a common feature shared by various
Ming-Qing novels, i.e. Jin Ping Mei, Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan (BEHHUAZ4%) and The Story of the
Stone (ZL#%%F) | and therefore it is not an exclusive feature of the Story of the Stone. This project
offers to formulate a whole new perspective of the narration of zong gang in the Ming-Qing novels.
Hopefully, this project helps to transform zong gang into a general theory of Chinese narratology.

To achieve such a goal, the correspondence between the prophecies in chapter 1 of the xiu
xiang edition of Jin Ping Mei and the later part of the novel will be examined to show that: (1) what
is foretell is fulfilled at the later part of the novel; (2) the revealed information outlines the key
events in the later part of the novel. In doing so, the paper argues that these prophecies in chapter 1
contribute to the formation of zong gang, which turns the first chapter into a governor role in the
whole text. In the discussion, the paper aims to answer two aspects relating to the concept of zong
gang: zong gang & reader’s reading experience; zong gang & the author’s intention. To achieve a
holistic understanding of zong gang in the xiu xiang edition and its values, this paper provides a
literary comparison between ci hua 17|15 edition and xiu xiang edition of Jin Ping Mei. Lastly, this

paper also shed light on the influence of zong gang in Jin Ping Mei on the other novels of later ages.

Keywords: xiu xiang edition Jin Ping Mei Chapter 1 zong gang Narration
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